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1 Opening

The Chairman declared the meeting opened at 9.05 am welcoming delegates.

Mr Berger from SEV welcomed delegates to Bern and wished them a successful meeting.

AU requested acceptance for an observer. This was accepted by the Chairman and the meeting.

Apologises

Apologises received from:

· BR, Observing

· CN, Mrs Bo

· NZ

· RO, Mr Vanatoru

2 Approval of the agenda

The meeting agreed to add the following additional item:

4.3 Nomination of replacement ExMC Chairman,

3 Minutes

Members noted that the minutes were approved via correspondence and furthermore agreed to have the Secretary check with the action list from the last meeting as the committee work its way through the agenda.

TC 31 Chairman advised that Action item 26 (refer Annex B of ExMC/80/RM) will be addressed at the next TC 31 Chairman Advisory Group Meeting planned for early 2002.

Decisions of the meeting:-

The following is a list of decisions from day 1 of the ExMC meeting for agenda items 4 to 7 (refer ExMC Agenda ExMC/93B/DA)

A more detailed record of each of the meeting agenda items will be provided as part of the ExMC minutes which will be issued following the meeting.

4 IECEx Officers

Decision 01/2001

Members agreed to nominate Mr Agius to CAB for re-appointment for a further 5 year term


Decision 02/2001

Members agreed to nominate Mr Berger for a further term of one year.


Decision 03/2001

ExMC members submit nominations for the position of ExMC Chairman to the Secretary by end December 2001.  A vote by corespondance will be conducted in accordance with voting procedures detailed in IECEx 01 with a closing date for votes of end February 2002 to enable ExMC to submit a nomination to for CAB approval at their 1st quarter 2002 meeting.

The Vice Chairman, Mr Gryn will act as Chairman from the close of this meeting and assume all responsibilities and authorities of the position, until a new Chairman is appointed by CAB. 

5 CAB Matters

Decision 04/2001  (agenda item 5.1)

ExMC Secretary to prepare a brief report for CAB meeting on the issue of  CAB/304/Inf, noting the following IECEx responses to each of the CAB Strategic objectives contained in CAB/304/Inf, as follows:-

1. Improving the relevance of existing IEC conformity assessment

schemes so they are more universal in scope and able to

accommodate all proven and effective means of ensuring compliance

with IEC Standards

IECEx response:

· Revision of IECEx Rules underway, 

· Redefine scope to include all apparatus standards of TC 31

2. Developing new or enhanced IEC conformity assessment schemes that are compatible with national, regional and international schemes while offering more advantages and thus encouraging the use of IEC

standards without deviation.
IECEx response:

· IECEx is participating in the development of Guides and Standards, eg CASCO and TC 31
· IECEx involved in direct discussions with other bodies, eg ILAC, APEC
· Development of Guidance documents for the Scheme, eg Technical Guidance documents
3. Allowing participation by non-IEC Member Countries in IEC conformity assessment schemes by establishing revised policies, practices and procedures.



IECEx response:

· Current revision of IECEx rules to take into account bodies from non IEC countries
4. Developing further, on the basis of Peer Assessment, the concept of

“one IEC standard, one test performed anywhere and one conformity

assessment accepted everywhere.


IECEx response:

· Concept of “One standard” “One Certificate” “One Mark” has been the IECEx platform since the conceptual stage
· IECEx support Peer assessment
· Continued pursuit of IECEx Mark
· IECEx Members involved in Standards work
· Work of ExTAG noted
· Publication of the Bulletin which sets an agenda for IEC committees to reduce differences
· Promotion of the multilateral acceptance of test and assessment results
5. Encouraging the Schemes to include within their scopes ITAs and

PASs and other potential new IEC deliverables as required by the

market.


IECEx response:

· IECEx consider that at present ITAs and PAS generated from industry may not be appropriate for the IECEx Scheme given that, in most countries, this is a heavy regulated field.
6. Including direct customer industry involvement in the management of

schemes.


IECEx response:

· IECEx Rules provide for representation, at National level of manufacturers, users and regulators
7. Promoting world-wide acceptance through interaction with WTO and

intergovernmental bodies.


IECEx response:

· Promotional matters are standing item for discussion on IECEx management committee agenda
· IECEx scheme is financially sound
· Revision of IECEx rules takes these into account 
Decision 05/2001 (agenda item 5.2)

The meeting noted CAB/324/Inf and agreed that ExMC would establish requirements for bodies from non IEC countries


Decision 06/2001 (agenda item 5.3)
ExMC agreed to maintain principles of ExMC/60/CD with regard to the sale of IECEx documents and further agreed that ATR blanks may be sold as per ExMC/60/CD or as attachments to the IECEx Bulletin.  The meeting noted that some IECEx documents may contain necessary information for the industry and agreed to make these available on an individual basis.


Decision 07/2001 (agenda item 5.4)

1 Agreed that a formal liaison between IECEx and ILAC should be maintained at national level

2 IECEx Secretary act as the IECEx liaison with ILAC but may call on Ex Members to attend meetings and assist with the commenting of documents

3 Agree to make TGDs available to ILAC members providing copyright is protected

4 The meeting support coordinated assessments between ILAC and IECEx but left to individual cases at this point in time,

5  Agreement to nominate which of your standards will be applied with immediately 

Decision 08/2001 (agenda item 5.5)

Members agreed to nominate Mr Joe Gryn as the IECEx representative to CASCO WG 19

Workshop discussion (agenda item 6)

The Chairman gave the meeting a presentation on the background to the development of the IECEx Scheme covering original concepts, goals and the issues that may constitute obstacles for the achievement of that objective.  The Chairman also covered:

What is IECEx

What are we

Whom do we represent 

What do we want to achieve

The meeting then engaged in open discussion.

The meeting agreed that this agenda item provided a timely reminder of what IECEx is where the scheme has come from the possibilities for future direction and will assist in discussions on the remaining agenda.

Decision  09/2001  

Members agreed to the appointment of Mr McManama of US to assist WG 3 consider applications from IECEx experts seeking acceptance as IECEx assessors.

The meeting further agreed for Mr Roelof Viljoen of ZA to continue as Convenor of WG 3, Evaluation of candidate IECEx Assessors

Agenda item 7 – Revision of IECEx 02 Consideration of specific recommendations contained in ExMC(Bern/WG1) 02

The meeting considered the specific recommendations from WG 1 concerning the Stage 1 Revision (minimal) as proposed by WG 1

Decision 10/2001

The meeting agreed with the following recommendations, a) and b)


Recommendations from WG 1:

a)
Revised text to reflect that the Scope of IECEx be open to any standard prepared by IEC TC 31 or its subcommittees and not be restricted to types of protection

b)
Remove the list of Standards from IECEx 02 and refer to the list contained in the  IECEx Bulletin and website


Decision 11/2001


The meeting agreed to the following recommendation No 2

Recommendation:   Review ExMC/94/CD to ensure alignment and compatibility between IECEx 01 and 02.  If necessary, propose amendments to IECEx 01 to IEC CAB.

Decision 12/2001


The meeting agreed with recommendation No 3

Recommendation:  Remove reference to IECEE


Decision 13/2001


The meeting agreed with recommendation No 4

Recommendation:  An editorial review be conducted, e.g. update reference to standards and compare titles

Decision 14/2001

The meeting considered recommendation No 5 and agreed to require ExTLs to demonstrate compliance with ISO/IEC 17025 by end 2002, to align with most accreditation bodies. 


Decision 15/2001

The meeting considered recommendation No 6 and agreed to consider on day 2 of the ExMC meeting


Decision 16/2001


The meeting agreed with recommendation No 7

Recommendation:   change “Assessment and Test Laboratory” to “IECEx Test Laboratory” throughout the document


Decision 17/2001

The meeting did not agree with recommendation No 8 from WG 1, for the restriction on the number of ACBs that an ExTL can work with, noting that the rules require the manufacturer to make an application for an ATR or Certificate of Conformity to the ACB.

END of Day 1 
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