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The Seventeenth Meeting of the ExMC 
 Christchurch, New Zealand
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Confirmed Formal Minutes  
Further to circulation of the Draft Formal Minutes (ExMC/1083/RM) and the Confirmed List of Decisions (ExMC/1072/DL), we are pleased to provide this document as the Confirmed Formal Minutes of the 2015 Meeting of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC, held in Christchurch, New Zealand on 17th and 18th September 2015. 
These Confirmed formal minutes takes into account minor comments from RU regarding Clauses 3.2.1, 8.2, 21.1 and 21.3.  Changes made are shown with a marginal bar

We also note with thanks supportive comments from various other IECEx Members.

On behalf of the IECEx Chairman and Executive we express our sincere appreciation for the contribution of all Delegates and to the excellent hosting by Standards New Zealand and their sponsors to result in a most successful and productive meeting.
We now draw members attention to the action items detailed in Annex A.
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MEETING CHAIRMAN:
Dr Thorsten Arnhold, Stahl (Germany), Chairman IECEx
1
OPENING AND WELCOME – Meeting commenced at 9.00am Thursday 

17th September 2015.  
The Chairman welcomed Members and guests to this the 2015 meeting of the IECEx Management Committee especially those attending for the very first time and in doing so extended a special welcome to  

· IEC Past President Dr Klaus Wucherer

· IEC Vice President and CAB Chairman, Dr Ulrich Spindler
both of whom continue to support the IECEx System and the vast industries we serve.
The Chairman also passed on the good wishes from the IEC General Secretary and CEO, Frans Vreeswijk to members and in return thanked Mr Vreeswijk for his continued support of IECEx and IEC Conformity Assessment in general.

The Chairman acknowledged and thanked his fellow members of the IECEx Executive:
· Alexander Zalogin – IECEX Vice Chairman

· Thierry Houeix  – IECEx Treasurer

· Professor XU  – ExTAG Chairman

· Julien Gauthier – ExTAG Secretary

· Tim Duffy – ExMarkCo Chairman

· Ralph Wigg – ExPCC Deputy Chairman
and 
· John Allen – our immediate Past ExPCC Chairman 

The Chairman noted the presence of IECEE Chairman, Ron Collis as evidence of closer cooperation between the IEC Conformity Assessment Systems and also extended a special welcome to Tim Duffy, Simon Barrowcliff and Marty Cole as Members of the IEC Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) in addition to Dr Spindler as CAB Chairman.

Mr Mark Coppler was welcomed as IEC TC 31 Chairman and congratulated on his appointment to this important role from the perspective of the IECEx System.  
In addition to noting the apologies for this meeting the Chairman made special mention of Karel Neleman of BARTEC (The Netherlands) whom had planned to be here but due to a sudden family illness had to cancel at the last moment and extended the best wishes of the members to Karel and his family at this time. The meeting also noted that while attending other IECEx meetings here in Christchurch, Jim Munro of AU had to leave early due to a sudden family illness. 
In opening this meeting the Chairman extended his thanks on behalf of all present to Standards New Zealand as the New Zealand Member Body of the IECEx and the excellent work they have done in preparations to host this week’s meetings.

Mr John Kelly of Standards New Zealand received the Chairman’s thanks and welcomed delegates to the meeting and to New Zealand.
1.1 Introduction and Address by IECEx Chairman – Dr Arnhold
Following the formal opening of this year’s ExMC meeting the IECEx Chairman, Dr Thorsten Arnhold provided a slide presentation and an address that reminded the members of the importance of the work that we do to prevent explosions occurring, noting the devastation they cause.
The Chairman advised that this year we are trialling the display of ExMC Decisions as we conclude each agenda item.  In doing so at the conclusion of the meeting we will regard these as the confirmed decisions.  
1.2 Address by the IEC Immediate Past President – Dr Klaus Wucherer 

The meeting received an address provided by Dr. Wucherer which included the following key points:

· Quality and safety don’t happen by chance – they are provided by Standards, processes, competence and verification

· In Ex industries that pervade almost every part of our everyday lives there is no room for trial and error and in this respect the ‘know-how’ provided by the IECEx System is invaluable

· The growth of the IECEx System is evidence of the recognition around the world of the part that it and other IEC CA Systems can provide.  

· This growth is also due to the efforts from the experts from existing and new Member countries

· All members are appreciated and thanked for their efforts from the IEC 
· Standards New Zealand are congratulated for their efforts in making this year’s IECEx meetings possible and successful

The meeting appreciated the address from Dr. Wucherer. 
Refer to Decision 2015/01 (ExMC/1072/DL)
2
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Members approved the agenda as circulated as  ExMC/1036B/DA Draft Agenda – 2015 ExMC Meeting with only a minor change to deal with Agenda item 8.2 “Revision of the Rules IECEx 02” before we deal with the Application from ITL of Israel under agenda item 7.4.1 and 7.4.2

Members also agreed to include the documents listed below as documents added since the linked Agenda was issued along with the following reports:
	Document No. 
	Title/Description
	Agenda Item

	ExMC(Christchurch/Sec)01
	Attendance list
	

	ExMC(Christchurch/DE)02
	DE Proposal concerning Cyber Security
	21.2 Other Business

	ExMC(Christchurch/RU)03
	RU Proposal concerning UNECE 
CRO Revision
	21.3 Other Business

	ExMC(Christchurch/RU)04
	RU Proposal concerning ExCB + 
ExTL Relations
	8.2 Revision of IECEx 02

Also for discussion under 13.1 WG1 report

	ExMC(Christchurch/ExTAG)05
	Rev version of ExMC/1040/CD Draft OD 202
	8.5 New OD 202 Proficiency Testing Program

	ExMC(Christchurch/TC31)06
	Report from TC 31 Chairman
	Item 16

	ExMC(Christchurch/US)07
	US Nomination for the Board of Appeal
	Item 12.1

	ExMC(Christchurch/ExMCWG2)08
	Report from ExMC WG2 TCD
	Item 13.3

	ExMC(Christchurch/ExNB)09
	Report from Thierry Houeix on ExNB
	Item 17


Documents ExMC(Christchurch/ExMCWG2)08 and ExMC(Christchurch/ExNB)09 were presented during the course of the meeting.
Refer to Decision 2015/02 (ExMC/1072/DL)

3
MINUTES OF THE LAST ExMC MEETING

3.1 
Members noted the Confirmed Minutes of the last meeting held in The Hague, The Netherlands, in August 2014 that were previously confirmed via correspondence.
Document noted 
ExMC/976A/RM – Confirmed Minutes of the 2014 ExMC Meeting 

Refer to Decision 2015/03 (ExMC/1072/DL)

3.2
Matters arising from these minutes

3.2.1
Report on Actions arising from the 2014 ExMC Meeting
Document noted: 
ExMC/1007/R – Status of Action Items from the 2014 ExMC Meeting 

Members noted and endorsed a report from the IECEx Secretariat concerning the Actions List as detailed in ExMC/976A/RM, Confirmed Minutes of the 2014 ExMC Meeting. 
Refer to Decision 2015/04 (ExMC/1072/DL)

On item 13 (RU proposal for introduction of Certification of installations at the Commissioning stage be further considered as for possible future activities) RU MB agreed with the decision to forward this issue to IECEx 03 Scheme for reviewing, but it shall be noted that the subject of the Certification of installations at the Commissioning stage is the equipment and RU MB opinion it shall be reviewed in WG 01.
3.2.2   Other items
Members discussed matters arising from the 2014 ExMC Meeting minutes where these are not already included in this draft agenda and, as detailed in Section 2 above, agreed to discuss additional items in ‘Other Business’ (Section 21)
4 

OVERVIEW OF IECEx SYSTEM ACTIVITIES AND OFFICER POSITIONS 
4.1

Annual Report Card

Members received a report from the IECEx Secretariat on IECEx Schemes activity and general statistics as the IECEx System Report Card 2015 (circulated as ExMC/1008/R – 2015 IECEx Annual Report Card) in which the Secretary highlighted the following key points:
· There now 33 member Countries (UAE + Israel being the latest to join) and we expect this to increase with Belgium soon to join
· The success of the introduction of new Mid Term Surveillance visits of ExCBs/ExTLs
· That the outcomes of assessments are being communicated to both the annual Assessor Training Session and the next scheduled re-assessment of the Bodies.

· A reminder to contact ExCBs in the event of questions regarding Certificates and to escalate to the Secretariat if problems remain unresolved.
· whilst there are good messages coming from the Report card regarding IECEx growth and credibility there is always room for improvement noting that IECEx can be regarded as the most transparent scheme in the world which means that any “wrinkles” are there for all to see unlike other National or regional Ex schemes where problems are hidden

· Portuguese versions of some of the IECEx Rules and ODs associated with the IECEx 03 and 05 Schemes are now available on the IECEx Website thanks to the efforts of the Brazilian member body (BR).
· A reminder of the availability of brochures, presentation slides and other general assistance from the Secretariat to support members efforts to promote IECEx

· An invitation to members to provide ‘good news stories’ that can be published in IEC e-Tech.
Refer to Decision 2015/05 (ExMC/1072/DL)

4.2
Election of IECEx ExPCC Chairman
Documents considered:
· ExMC/1009/Inf – ExPCC Chairman - Call for nominations
· ExMC/1010/CD – Nomination from the IECEx Executive
· ExMC/1067/CD – Nomination from NL

Further to the call for nominations for the position of IECEx ExPCC Chairman, Members considered nominations received as input to a decision to appoint a new Chairman of the ExPCC for an initial term of 3 years commencing 1 January 2016.
In introducing this item the Chairman suggested that, in the absence of both candidates, members take a discussion and then a vote on the final appointment by a show of hands by the head of delegation of each member country with a simple majority providing the result of the successful candidate.  
The meeting resolved to appoint Mr Peter Thurnherr as the new ExPCC Chairman.
Refer to Decision 2015/06. (ExMC/1072/DL)

5
REPORT ON IEC CAB (Conformity Assessment Board) MATTERS
5.1
Address by IEC Vice President and CAB Chairman – Dr Ulrich Spindler
Dr Spindler, as IEC Vice President and IEC CAB Chairman provided an address to members that covered the following main points: 

· A thank you to Standards New Zealand for organising and hosting this year’s IECEx meetings

· The strengthening relationship between the IEC’s Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) and Standardisation Management Board (SMB). In noting this he recalled the IEC General Meeting in Tel Aviv and the discussion with Dr Wucherer regarding a view that the SMB seemed to have a higher role than CAB and that in his view both should be equal. In this regard he has been comforted that the IEC Council had approved changes to the Statutes that provide for CAB to now have the same number of members as the SMB and is increasingly being seen as equal.
· There is increased efficiency in the operation of CAB and thanked Dr Fujisawa and Mr Duffy for their efforts in this regard (particularly the changes to agenda format and the facility of voting by correspondence between the two CAB meetings per year)
· Ongoing efforts with CAB to use a tool box approach to the harmonisation of Basic Rules across the four IEC CA Systems as a way of supporting the future inclusion of additional CA Systems
· Approaches to harmonise Rules and Operational Documents among the Systems, only where this is appropriate
· The need to increase industry stakeholder involvement noting that not all systems enjoy the level of industry involvement that IECEx does.  In efforts to incentivise greater stakeholder input the IEC has announced 
· the introduction of IEC IT tools to facilitate a more open public commenting process and an additional facility to provide opportunities to have public submit comments to IEC which will be sent to the respective NCs.

· increased efforts in investigating a second channel for input and communication to the CA systems directly which may serve as an effective feedback mechanism.

Refer to Decision 2015/07 (ExMC/1072/DL)

5.2
Review of Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) Decisions from CAB Meetings since the 2014 ExMC Meeting

Documents noted:

· CAB/1341/DL - Decision list of CAB meeting 36 held in Tokyo on 2014-11-10
· CAB/1400/DL - Decision List of CAB Meeting 37 held in Geneva on 2015-06-15

Members noted, without comments, the following list of decisions relevant to IECEx from CAB meeting held since the 2014 ExMC meeting:

5.3 Specific CAB Matters for noting by ExMC
5.3.1 Noting of Specific Decisions, relating to IECEx from CAB Tokyo 2014 Meeting (CAB/1341/DL)

Members noted, without comments, the following decisions relevant to IECEx from the Tokyo 2014 CAB meeting:
· Decision 36/10 – Harmonised Basic Rules  {see also Item 5.4 following}
· Decision 36/13 – Cyber Security {see also Item 21.2 following}
· Decision 36/18 – Approval of the 2013 IECEx Accounts {noting the prior approval  by CAB}
· Decision 36/19 – IECEx Chairman’s Report  Decision 36/20 – IECEx Officer Appointments  {these being Alexander Zalogin as the IECEx Vice-Chairman and Mr Thierry Houeix as IECEx Treasurer}
· Decision 36/26 – Misuse of Certificates and marks
Refer to Decision 2015/08 (ExMC/1072/DL)

5.3.2 Noting of Specific Decisions, relating to IECEx from CAB Geneva 2015 Meeting (CAB/1400/DL)

Members noted, without comments, the following decisions relevant to IECEx from the Geneva 2015 CAB meeting:

· Decision 37/2 – Approval of the IECEx budget 2016 {noting CABs approval of the budget}
· Decision37/4 – Thomas Edison Award noting that a decision has been taken to present Ralph Wigg with the Thomas Edison Award, during the 2015 Minsk IEC General Meeting, in recognition of his enormous contribution to the work of IECEx over many years, noting that he attended the very first IECEx meeting in London, 1996 and every meeting since except 1. He will be presented with the award during the IEC CAB Meeting during the IEC General meeting next month.  
Also acknowledging at this point, three of our experts as recipients of the IEC 1906 Award:

· Professor XU of NEPSI, China

· Karel Neleman of Bartec, The Netherlands

· Paul Meanwell of Joy, South Africa

and noting that their awards are being or have been presented by their National Committees – in this respect the members took this meeting as an opportunity to extend their congratulations and thanks for their tremendous work and support of IECEx

· Decision 37/11 – ITU Initiative on conformity assessment and interoperability {see also Item 5.6 following}
· Decision 37/17 – New Convener of WG11 {noting that Mr Duffy, also member of CAB has been appointed as the CAB WG11 Convener}
· Decision 37/26 – IEC-ILAC-IAF MoU {see also Item 5.7 following}
Refer to Decision 2015/09 (ExMC/1072/DL)

Refer to Decision 2015/10 (ExMC/1072/DL)

Refer to Decision 2015/11 (ExMC/1072/DL)

5.4 IEC Conformity Assessment System’s Harmonised Basic Rules

Documents considered:

· ExMC/987/CD – Draft IEC Harmonised Basic Rules, IEC 01 as prepared by CAB

· ExMC/988/CD – Draft IECEx Supplement to the IEC Harmonised Basic Rules

· ExMC/1035/CD – Recommendations from the May 2015 Toronto IECEx Operational Meetings regarding draft HBRs 

Members noted that each IEC CA System currently operates to their own Basic Rules, e.g. IECEx 01, IECEE 01, IECQ 01 and IECRE 01 and also that CAB and its WG11 consider it prudent to consolidate all the common elements of each of the Basic Rules into a single document referred to as the IEC CA Harmonised Basic Rules, while allowing for individual differences that exists due to the unique nature of each of the CA Systems.  In the context of this situation members considered both the Draft IEC CA System’s harmonised Basic Rules and the Draft IECEx Supplement to the Harmonised basic Rules.

Members were also informed, as background information, that ExMC WG1 and the IECEx Executive considered these drafts during the May 2015 IECEx Operational Meetings with their recommendations provided as ExMC/1035/CD to assist IECEx Members discussions at this 2015 Christchurch meeting.
Prior to discussions on the documents for consideration members noted that:

· we are fortunate to have the CAB WG11 Convener (Tim Duffy ) with us today
· ExMC/1035/CD sets out the main points raised during the Toronto meetings of WG1 and the Executive.  These are considered as main issues.

· During the ExTAG Meeting yesterday there was concerns raised that we need to be clear that publications both Standards and Technical Specifications covering Ex can be used and this needs to be carried forward.

· some of the main concerns originate from the view that there is the need to ensure IECEx can continue to develop its own detailed procedures noting fundamental differences from other CA Systems such as the facts that IECEx certified products carry the Certificate number (which is not the case in other Schemes eg. IECEE CB Scheme). It was suggested that there and many individual aspects to the IECEx System that justify having a separate scheme for Ex with appropriate specific Rules.
· DE expressed comments regarding the necessary steps in the process to finalise both the harmonised Basic Rules and Supplement for IECEx and the agreement from DE that these are most likely to need to be sent to ExMCWG1 for them to prepare an IECEx Supplement once the HBR is finalised by CAB.

· GB advised some concern over Clause 10.3 and agreed to send these to directly CAB WG11.

· a suggestion that, in reference to ExMC/988/CD Clause 9.4.3, there is a need to add details regarding promotion of the Scheme

Refer to Decision 2015/12. (ExMC/1072/DL)

Refer to Decision 2015/13 (ExMC/1072/DL)

5.5 IEC CA Systems Peer Assessment Commonalities – (Decision 37/7 and 37/9 
of CAB/1400/DL) 
Document noted:

CAB/1379/INF – Peer Assessment Comparison among the IEC CA Systems

IECEx Members noted CAB Document CAB/1379/INF that provides a comparison of the Peer Assessment elements as utilized by the various IE CA Systems and were invited to discuss any aspects of this report (refer document CAB/1379/INF), noting CAB Decision 37/9 for CAB WG11 to conduct an operational review of IEC CA System’s implementation of peer assessment.
The meeting considered a view being considered within CAB, that in order to fully comply with ISO/IEC 17040 “Principles of Peer Assessment” that the only members on an assessment team must come from ExCB and ExTL Staff, which is in contradiction to the provisions of IECEx Rules of Procedures. Attention was also drawn to the US proposal under Agenda Item 7.6
In discussing document CAB/1379/Inf the meeting noted that various differences in application that exists among the CA Systems for valid reasons such as the different industries they serve and the different regulatory environments that each of the Systems operate within.  

The meeting noted that the since the IECEx System commenced in 1996, it has respected the peer assessment principles in that every assessment team for a new Applicant ExTL and ExCB and that every re-assessment includes someone from an ExCB and ExTL on the assessment team (a requirement of the IECEx Rules of Procedures). Additionally the meeting was reminded that the IECEx membership that approves the assessment reports also includes the ExCB and ExTL peers as part of this approval process.

The Secretariat informed the meeting that a review of voting results of the acceptance of ExCBs and ExTLs, over the past years, was conducted and can report that there has not been a case of a National Committee registering a No vote that has not been resolved before proceeding with the acceptance of a new ExCB or ExTL and that in such situations the Secretary and Executive review such concerns and attempt to resolve them to the satisfaction of all members.   
During further discussion and noting the US proposal regarding contract assessors, the meeting agreed with the IECEx Secretary to consider this further under agenda item 7 and that while the IECEx ExCB and ExTL qualification and re-assessment procedure seems to be working well that it is timely that a review of the overall process should be conducted and that ExMC WG4 should be asked to conduct this review and report back to ExMC.  The meeting supported this approach and saw this as an opportunity to “re-calibrate” the process.

Mr Duffy (IEC CAB WG11 Convenor) added that CAB is also looking at this matter from the perspective of a possible need for a specific reference to ISO / IEC 17040 and also that CAB WG11 will be looking at CAB/1379/Inf and any comments from the IEC CA Systems on this matter.
AU suggested that the US proposal be considered very closely before proceeding given the level of risk of catastrophic events resulting from failures in Ex industries and that these risks may be more immediate and serious than those faced in sectors serviced by other IEC CA Systems.  AU advised that they do not currently support the US proposal and that IECEx should continue with the current approach, noting that the IECEx Rules have always and continue to require that an expert from an ExCB and ExTL must form part of the assessment team thereby respecting the principle of peer assessment.

The US, noting the above comments from AU, spoke in support of their proposal with the clarification of their view that some limitation could be placed on contract assessors.  The US also restated their proposal that all IECEx bodies should be required to provide assessors for initial assessment and re-assessments.   
The IECEx Secretary commented that this would be helpful but only if the assessors provided are competent and available for the time required both on site during assessments and off site.  In this respect DE maintained that assessor competence is critical and asked that this matter be discussed in more detail under Agenda Item 7 later in this meeting.

In conclusion the meeting supported the CAB document CAB/1379/Inf. 

Refer to Decision 2015/14 (ExMC/1072/DL)

5.6 IEC / ITU Collaboration on interoperability and the use of IEC Stand Alone 
CA  Schemes – (Decisions 37/11, 37/12 and 37/13 of CAB/1400/DL)
Document noted / discussed:

CAB/1386/R – Report to CAB
Members noted an update report (CAB/1386/R) on current developments concerning cooperation between IEC and ITU on CA matters and the use of an IEC Stand Alone Scheme as provided by the IEC Statutes. 
In providing this report the IECEx Secretary suggested that we should view this work with ITU as an example of an opportunity to assist peer organisations (and also developing countries) to develop effective CA systems that can assist them to cope with challenges such as interoperability and the management of product imports and counterfeiting.  In making this suggestion the Secretary expressed a concern regarding the proposed work on ‘stand-alone schemes’ and cautioned members that other organisations such as ILAC and IAF are poised to act to assist ITU and others if IEC choose not to take this opportunity. The Secretary further mentioned the IEC/IAF/ILAC MOU which may play a key role in this area.  Mr Collis reinforced the statements from the Secretary and reminded the meeting that the concept of ‘stand-alone schemes’ is a an important vehicle to deal with the potential threat to IEC and IEC CA Systems – hence Mr Collis recommended greater attention by IECEx members.
GB gave supporting comments and also took the opportunity to raise a related issue seeing value in applying the Stand alone Scheme concept to other areas such as functional safety and proposed that IECEx raises this with CAB as a possible new IEC CA System or Scheme, with US noting that IECEE are addressing functional safety as part of the new category Industrial Automation.
Refer to Decision 2015/15 (ExMC/1072/DL)

Refer to Decision 2015/16 (ExMC/1072/DL)

5.7 New IEC-ILAC-IAF MoU Approved by CAB – (Decision 37/26 of CAB/1400/DL)

Document noted:

CAB/1378/INF – Updated MoU between IEC/ILAC/IAF

IECEx members noted, without comment, the updated MoU, given in CAB/1378/INF and also concerns raised within ExTAG over the limited value of National accreditation in terms of providing confidence in capability of ExTLs and ExCBs.
Refer to Decision 2015/17(ExMC/1072/DL)

5.8 Any other CAB Matters 
In response to the invitation to members to raise any other CAB Matters the meeting noted the formation of ISO CASCO WG 45 “Example of a certification Scheme for Services” and it was agreed that IECEx should have input to this work.  In the absence of nominations at this meeting for member representation it was agreed that the IECEx Chairman and Secretary will seek (via CAB) IECEx representation and coordinate our participation.  
Refer to Decision 2015/18 (ExMC/1072/DL)

In further discussions regarding CAB matters, AU questioned whether CAB members are asked to declare their interests before making decisions at any CAB meeting.  In response the CAB chairman advised that that CAB members are members of a Board and not representatives of single stakeholders or stakeholder groups such as National Committees (NCs).   As a member of CAB Mr Duffy supported the comments of the CAB Chairman and added that details of the IEC Council Board decision that NCs are to provide advice to CAB members and also that the CAB is there to serve the interests of the IEC.   In further discussion the Secretary reminded AU that AU have an expert as a member and Alternate on CAB and that perhaps any immediate questions that AU may have should be raised with the AU experts on CAB in the first instance. 
Dr Spindler thanked AU for raising this matter for discussion.

6
IECEx MEMBERSHIP

6.1     Current Membership
Document noted:
OD 001 – Scheme Membership ExCBs, ExTLs and applicants –http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp
Members noted, without comment or questions, a report from the IECEx Secretariat on the current IECEx membership:
Refer to Decision 2015/19 (ExMC/1072/DL)

6.2     New Country Membership and other possible new Countries
6.2.1

Update from the Secretariat

Members received an update from the Secretariat regarding possible new 
Countries interested in joining the IECEx System (these being Belgium and Greece) with subsequent discussions including the following point from DE:

DE proposed that it would be ideal for all new (and also existing) member countries to accept IECEx Certificates for direct market entry.  In response the Secretary commented that while this would make sense he did note that there are many countries that while not members of the IECEx System, do not have regulations that prevent acceptance of IECEx hence IECEx Certificates in such countries are accepted.  The difficulty he identified is finding a government agency with the authority or jurisdiction to be able to give a definitive position.  However the Chairman and Secretary did refer to the continued growth in issued Certificates as an indicator of overall acceptance of the IECEx as a System.

DE suggested that an appropriate explanation as given by the Secretary should be included on the IECEx website.

DE further commented that there is a need to address the issue of inactive countries and requested suggestions from members on how we can encourage greater activity from these countries.  Mr Wigg (AU) noted that New Zealand accepts the outputs of the IECEx 02 Scheme even though they do not have active bodies (but do have active manufacturers participating). Mr Meanwell (ZA) noted the participation of South Africa over many years and the recent acceptance of the work of South Africa based ExCBs.
In conclusion, the Executive and Secretary were actioned to maintain a monitoring role over County membership activity and the Secretariat to include additional information of the IECEx website
Refer to Decision 2015/20 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/21 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/22 (ExMC/1072/DL)
6.2.2

Information from Israel
In noting the acceptance of Israel as the 33rd Country of the IECEx, Members received a presentation from the IECEx Member Body of Israel informing how IECEx is being embraced within Israel and the background to their application – this being based on the absence of natural resources in Israel and the consequent need to rely on people’s knowledge, creativity and on an export focus.  The Chairman on behalf of the meeting thanked Mr. Ophir Gamliel for the excellent presentation.
Refer to Decision 2015/23 (ExMC/1072/DL)
6.3
New ExCBs and ExTLs – According to IECEx 02, Certified Equipment Scheme 

6.3.1 
New ExCBs and ExTLs accepted, via correspondence, since the 2014 ExMC Meeting.
Document noted:
ExMC/1011/R – Listing of ExCBs/ExTLs accepted since the 2014 ExMC Meeting

Members noted and endorsed, a report on the acceptance of the listed ExCBs and ExTLs since the last ExMC meeting.  Members also noted that these bodies were accepted via correspondence using the voting procedures detailed in Clause 12 of the IECEx Basic Rules, IECEx 01.

Refer to Decision 2015/24 (ExMC/1072/DL)
6.4     Applications for Extension of Scope
Documents noted:

· ExMC/271B/Inf – Assessment procedures for scope extensions
· ExMC/1012/R - Extensions of Scope processed since the 2014 ExMC Meeting

Members noted and endorsed a report on extensions of scope issued to ExCBs and ExTLs since the 2014 ExMC Meeting, according to procedure ExMC/271B/Inf.  
Refer to Decision 2015/25 (ExMC/1072/DL)
7
IECEx ASSESSMENTS OF ExCBs AND ExTLs
7.1      Status on surveillance of accepted ExCBs and ExTLs 

The IECEx Secretary provided a report on the surveillance of accepted ExCBs and ExTLs and informed members that all surveillance and re-assessments are on schedule and that there are no outstanding items to report.
Refer to Decision 2015/26 (ExMC/1072/DL)
7.2     
IECEx 5 year Re-Assessment
Document noted:

ExMC/1013/R – Listing of ExCBs/ExTLs’ re-assessment reports issued since the 2014 ExMC Meeting
Members endorsed the IECEx Secretary report on the status of the 5 year re-assessment program and IECEx re-assessment reports issued since the 2014 ExMC Meeting
Refer to Decision 2015/27 (ExMC/1072/DL)
7.3
Report on implementation of OD 003-2 for Mid-term Surveillance Assessments
Document considered:
ExMC/1008/R – 2014 IECEx Report Card (Section covering Report from the Secretariat of mid-term surveillance visits conducted since the ExMC 2013 decision)
The IECEx Secretary provided a report on the results of mid-term assessments conducted to date since the decision during the 2013 ExMC meeting where members agreed to the introduction of a “Mid Term” surveillance visit of ExCBs and ExTLs specifically targeting those bodies whose re-assessment visits fall under the 5 year intervals due to their holding national accreditation according to IECEx OD 003-2.

In reference to the ExMC report card (circulated as ExMC/1008/R) which shows that, in addition to the six Bodies that have successfully completed the Mid-term Assessment, there are a further seven where the site visit has been done and we are finalising reports. A further five assessments are scheduled for later this year.

The Secretariat further advised that as part of the support for the implementation of this initiative, the topic of mid-term assessments featured in discussions during the Assessor Training workshop held earlier this week where feedback was provided from Assessors involved to date.

AU expressed their view that the mid-term assessment program has been a good step forward to give the community additional confidence and that the feedback from Australia based ExCBs and ExTLs that have been subjected to the mid-term assessment visit has been all positive.

Members endorsed the IECEx Secretary’s report on the state of the mid-term assessment visits.

Refer to Decision 2015/28 (ExMC/1072/DL)
7.4
Assessment Reports of New ExCBs and ExTLs for Voting 
Member agreed to deal with Agenda Item 8.2 before considering Items 7.4.1 and 7.4.2 below.
7.4.1
New Applicant ExCB – ITL Product Testing Limited (Israel)
Document considered:
ExMC/1056/DV – IECEx Assessment report of ITL Product Testing Limited, as an ExCB, following the IECEx Assessment and qualification process which includes on and off site assessments
Members considered the Assessment report for ITL Product Testing seeking acceptance as an ExCB for the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme following their on-site assessment.  In introducing this item the Chairman advised members that this is a special case as the applicant ExCB does not have their own national scheme however a later agenda item includes a proposal to amend IECEx 02 (refer Item 8.2 following in this report) to specify that applicants must operate a nationally recognised scheme unless IECEx is recognised as the national scheme.   The basis for this proposal is that we do not want Countries creating a national scheme just in order to satisfy an old IECEx requirement which when written at the time, incorrectly assumed that only countries operating a certification/approval scheme for Ex equipment would join IECEx, when the overall aim is national acceptance of IECEx (noting that the IECEx Rules were originally written at a time when it was understood all bodies operated a national scheme).

Members also noted that, given ITL’s relatively little experience in operating a national scheme, the assessment team proposed that the first three projects are reviewed BEFORE any certificate is issued and also that ITL be subject to annual surveillance assessment until the Executive gives clearance.  The meeting accepted these proposals and in light of the report, agreed to accept ITL as an IECEx Certification Body, ExCB.
In conclusion the meeting agreed to accept the Assessment Team’s recommendation to accept ITL as an IECEx ExCB operating under the IECEx 02 Scheme.
Refer to Decision 2015/36 (ExMC/1072/DL)
7.4.2
New Applicant ExTL – ITL Product Testing Limited 
Document considered:
ExMC/1057/DV – IECEx Assessment report of ITL Product Testing Limited, as an ExTL following the IECEx Assessment and qualification process which includes on and off site assessments
Members considered the Assessment report for ITL Product Testing seeking acceptance as an ExTL for the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme following their on-site assessment.

In introducing this item the Chairman noted various aspects from the report including the status of accreditation by an AB that is a member of the ILAC MLA system.  

The meeting also noted the on-site assessment conducted 10 – 12 February and the need for follow up and that the assessment team have now reported all items raised are closed but their proposal for reviews of three of the projects prior to issuing the Test reports.

On the basis of the report and recommendations of the assessment team the meeting approved the acceptance of ITL as an IECEx Testing Laboratory, ExTL.

Refer to Decision 2015/37 (ExMC/1072/DL)
7.5
Proposal from Canada – Peer Assessment Group

Document considered:
ExMC/1041/CD – Proposal from Canada

As background to this item, members recalled that, CA raised concerns during the 2014 ExMC meeting over information contained in IECEx Assessment reports of candidate ExCBs and ExTLs and agreed to prepare a proposal for ExMC to consider.  
Members considered the CA proposal (circulated as ExMC/1041/CD) noting the additional proposal of CA that use be made of ExMC WG4 to conduct an overall review of the ExCB and ExTL qualification/assessment process.
Discussions on the proposal provided the following points and agreements:

· CA confirmed their support for ExMC WG4 review this proposal along with the overall review of the ExCB and ExTL qualification/assessment process. 

· DE, CH and AU supported the CA position to support a review by ExMC WG4
· RU supported the CA position and noted that there may be a need to revise IECEx OD 003-2

· GB supported the CA position but queried the technical capability of the IECEx Secretariat as a participant in the process of reviewing Assessment Reports prior to being circulated to the Members. The IECEx Secretary responded with advice that the Secretariat serves as both Technical and administrative roles with Staff possessing technical expertise, with knowledge and experience in Ex testing and certification and is supported with additional expertise from the panel of IECEx assessors and the IECEx Executive.  The meeting accepted this explanation.
· NO supported the original CA proposal and requested that the ExMC WG4 review consider the establishment of the PAAG supported by an appeals process to replace the current voting process.
In conclusion, the meeting agreed to call on ExMC WG4 to conduct an overall review of the ExCB and ExTL qualification process including the assessment procedures and process for approving ExCBs and ExTLs using both the CA proposal and points raised during this meeting as input to its review and report back at the 2016 ExMC meeting.

It was also agreed that any further remarks from members should be directed to the WG4 Convener, Mr Munro.

Refer to Decision 2015/29 (ExMC/1072/DL)
7.6
Proposal from US – Peer Assessors vs. Contract Assessors
Document considered:

ExMC/1047/CD:  Proposal from US
The Chairman called upon US to present their proposal regarding use of Assessors, outlined in ExMC/1047/CD.

Members considered the US proposal with the Chairman suggesting that as this item covers matters similar to those in Item 7.5 that the US proposal could also be referred to ExMC WG4 for consideration as part of the broader review of the ExCB and ExTL Assessment and qualification process.  Prior to considering the Chairman’s proposal the meeting took a discussion in terms of the need to take immediate action as proposed by the US proposal concerning use of contract Assessors.  

The Secretary commented that this does relate to the comparison of how peer assessment is used among the different Systems, noting IECEx did take a previous action to strengthen integrity of the system by having Assessors and their organisations compensated directly by the IECEx as opposed to being compensated by the organisations they assess.

The meeting noted the current IECEx 02 rules that require Assessors are drawn from the Panel of Assessors with each Assessor on the panel, formally approved by voting among ExMC Members and that in addition an assessment team must have at least one person from an ExCB and or ExTL when an ExCB or ExTL is being assessed with the Secretary informing that this rule along with other rules and provisions continues to be respected.  
The Secretary further remarked that almost all contract Assessors have come from an ExCB or ExTL with considerable experience, knowledge and the time to perform their roles.  It was also noted that the use of contract assessors also exists in other IEC CA Systems and gave additional remarks concerning the need to ensure that first and foremost well qualified and experienced professionals with the time required to deal with post assessment matters ensures the robustness to the overall qualification process.    The Secretary closed his comments by suggesting that the first approach should always be to ensure that members of the IECEx Assessment Teams are well qualified to perform their role but did agree that a feedback provision on the experience encountered by the ExCBs and ExTLs should be enacted in a bid to seek continuous improvement to the process and in this sense supported the Chairman’s view to ask WG4 to include the US proposal as part of its overall review of the process.
A general discussion among Members followed noting specific comments as follows 
· GB did not support the US proposal.

· AU, FR, NL and NZ  agreed with GB in not agreeing with the US proposal
· DE also agreed with the GB view and emphasised the need for competent assessors 
In conclusion, the meeting did not support the US proposal as presented.

Refer to Decision 2015/30 (ExMC/1072/DL)
7.7
Proposal from US – Transparency and Sufficient Information in ExCB and ExTL Assessment Reports
Document considered:

ExMC/1048/CD:  Proposal from US
Members considered the US proposal concerning the use of information contained in IECEx Assessment Reports and agreed that there is always room for improvement and accepted the US proposal but called upon US to provide a revised template as input to the ExMC WG4 review of the overall ExCB and ExTL qualification process.
Refer to Decision 2015/31 (ExMC/1072/DL)
8
IECEx CERTIFIED 
EQUIPMENT SCHEME, IECEx 02
8.1    
Listing of Current IECEx 02 Scheme ExCBs and ExTLs
Document noted:
OD 001 – 02 Scheme Membership ExCBs, ExTLs and applicants http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp
Members noted, without comments, a report from the IECEx Secretary on the listing of current IECEx 02 ExCBs and ExTLs
Refer to Decision 2015/32 (ExMC/1072/DL)
8.2 
Revision of IECEx 02 Rules of Procedures

Members considered the draft revision of IECEx 02, IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme covering equipment for use in explosive atmospheres – Rules of Procedure.
Documents considered:
· ExMC/1043/DV - Draft IECEx 02 Edition 5.2
· ExMC/1058/CD – US Proposal  

· ExMC(Christchurch/RU)04 -  RU Proposal concerning ExCB + ExTL Relations
The consideration of the proposed draft revision of IECEx 02 in the context of the additional comments by the US and RU provided the following points and decisions:
· DE suggested that IECEx 02, Clause 8.1.1 be amended to add “shall only be” in front of “current edition or one edition prior”. This was agreed as an editorial adjustment for the IECEx Secretariat to make along with an editorial check on the clarity of the use of “new issue of original certificate’.
· NL agreed to look at Clause 9.11 and propose further changes for ExMC WG1 consideration in support of the NL comments.

· The US proposals contained in ExMC/1058/CD for identifying changes were supported by AU, NO, DE and CA and it was agreed the IECEx Secretariat will Action this regarding revised IECEx publications.  The matter of a preparation of an IECEx OD for detailing the processes of publication change management will be referred to ExMC WG1 and the IECEx Executive for consideration – this task could also look at aligning processes for ExMC and ExTAG documents.
· In reply to RU MB IECEx first proposal on the status of the certification bodies and testing laboratories within IECEx submitted  with the letter 6/2014 of 15 July 2014 it was decided  in the 2015 Executive meeting in Toronto to recommend that the current wording of IECEx 02 relating to ExCBs and ExTL relations remain. In regard to this decision RU MB IECEx prepared the second proposal on the status of the certification bodies and testing laboratories within IECEx, the IECEx Secretary suggested that this matter should be monitored by the Executive and included as part ExMC WG1, considerations as part of their maintenance of IECEx 02 at the next ExMC WG1 Operational meeting in Northbrook.

Refer to Decision 2015/33 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/34 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/35 (ExMC/1072/DL)
8.3
Revised Edition of IECEx OD 034 (new Ed 2.0)

Members noted publication of Edition 2.0 of IECEx OD 034 (Operational Document - Guidance on the preparation of IECEx Equipment Certificates and Reports covering more than one identifiable item of equipment) following ExMC approval to publish by correspondence (reference document is ExMC/995/CD)
Refer to Decision 2015/38 (ExMC/1072/DL)
8.4
Operational Document OD 024 – Follow up consideration by ExMC to discussions from the 2014 ExMC meeting in The Hague
Documents noted:

· ExMC(IECEE/Fortaleza)04 – Presentation at 2013 ExMC meeting

· IECEx OD 024– IECEx Operational Document 
· IECEE OD 2048 – IECEE Operational Document Ed 1.2
· ExMC/1059/CD – Proposal from US
As background to this agenda item members were reminded that members considered a comparison between IECEE Operational Document OD 2048 and IECEx Operational Document OD 024 during the 2014 ExMC meeting. Following discussions it was agreed that members take time to consider the suitability of IECEE OD 2048 in lieu of IECEx OD 024 (refer item 8.4 of the 2014 ExMC Meeting Report and ExMC/976A/RM).
In addition, the IECEx Secretary informed the meeting that he had consulted with the IECEE Secretary regarding the implementation of IECEE OD 2048 noting that this became effective from May 2015 as part of the transition from “Manufacturer’s Test Labs” (MTL) to “Client Test Facilities” (CTF).  In noting the value of using common procedures where manufacturers are involved in both IECEE and IECEx, it was considered that levels 1+2 of IECEE 2048 could possibly be integrated into OD 024.

ExMC Members again considered this approach and in noting the background information agreed to monitor progress while allowing the IECEE OD some time to settle noting they have recently issued Ed 1.2 and from discussions with the IECEE Secretary it is noted that most of the TLs working under the older edition of the IECEE OD have not yet transferred to the new edition.   In response to the background information provided by the Secretary, Mr Duffy advised that the new edition is not a new document but rather a combination of previously published documents and suggested ExMC to consider its application for IECEx.

During general discussion the following the key points were noted:

· CH supported the continued use of IECEx OD 024

· AU maintained that IECEx OD 024 belongs to IECEx and that at this stage we should retain OD 024 as it suits the specific needs of Ex. 
· GB supported the AU comments

· DE maintained that we need more experience in implementing IECEx OD 024 before considering any change

· DK supported a ‘harmonisation’ of IECEE OD 2048 and IECEx OD 024 and this notion was supported by US as an item for ongoing discussion by IECEx

· Mr Collis (IECEE Chairman) explained the intent of IECEE OD 2048 and recommended that IECEx experience with IECEx OD 024 would support harmonisation of the two documents at some future time.

· AU raised further concerns regarding Step 4 of IECEE OD 2048 and proposed that any harmonisation could mean that IECEE OD 2048 adopts IECEx OD 024.  In response the US noted their concerns with Clause 6.10 of IECEx OD 024 and the potential for wide variations in application.

· Mr Duffy reminded AU of the many similarities between the two documents and queried which aspects of IECEE OD 2048 represent particular concerns for AU – no response was provided by AU.
In conclusion the Meeting did not support the US proposal as presented in ExMC/1059/CD however did agree that ExTAG be asked to investigate the need to review IECEx OD 024 with particular emphasis on clarifying Clause 6.10 of IECEx OD 024 and considering the document IECEE OD 2048. 
Refer to Decision 2015/39 (ExMC/1072/DL)
8.5 
New Operational Document OD 202 – IECEx Proficiency Testing Program (PTP)
Documents considered:

· ExMC/1040/CD - Draft IECEx OD 202 Edition 1.0
· ExMC(Christchurch/ExTAG)05 – Proposal from ExTAG
Members noted that, following on from ExMC Decision 2014/53 from the 2014 meeting, ExTAG and its WG10 have been working on a draft Procedures Document to formalise the current IECEx PTP which has been operating for the past years with PTB as the Provider. 

The Secretary informed the meeting that while some of IECEx are hesitant to fully embrace the IECEE OD 2048 for client test facilities, here on the other hand is an example of full adoption of an OD from another CA System that addresses similar functions of the two CA Systems, hence taking advantage of another CA Systems years of experience.
ExMC Members considered the draft OD 202 and noted that this is the result of work by Uwe Klausmeyer’s group at PTB and that in this work ExTAG WG10 have developed draft document ExMC/1040/CD based on and in alignment with, IECEE OD 5004. 
During discussions on the draft OD 202, the following items were noted:
· Following the ExTAG WG10 meeting on 14th September 2015 a few minor  amendments to ExMC/1040/CD were discussed and accepted (refer ExMC(Christchurch/ExTAG)05) by the ExTAG as part of the ExTAG recommendation to the ExMC that the amended draft of OD 202 Ed 1.0 be considered for approval for publication
· A suggestion from US NC that IECEx 02 requires revision to reflect the details of Clause 6 of OD 202 Edition 1.0 was noted and will be incorporated in a future revision of IECEx 02.

· The question regarding the details of how and when the training mentioned in Clause 11 of OD 202 was raised and the ExTAG agreed that this matter be referred to ExMC WG4 for consideration.

Refer to Decision 2015/40 (ExMC/1072/DL)
9 IECEx CONFORMITY MARK LICENSE SYSTEM, IECEx 04

9.1 Report from the IECEx Marks Committee Chairman, Mr Timothy Duffy

Document noted:

ExMC/1014/R - Report on the 2015 IECEx Mark Committee meeting
Members noted and endorsed a report from the ExMarkCo Chairman, Mr Timothy Duffy on the activities of the ExMarkCo (IECEx Conformity Mark License Scheme Committee) since the 2014 ExMC Meeting.  
Refer to Decision 2015/41 (ExMC/1072/DL)
9.1.1 Current List of IECEx Mark Licenses issuing ExCBs
Members noted, without comment, a report from the IECEx Secretary on current IECEx Mark Licenses issuing ExCBs
Document noted:

List of accepted Conformity Mark License issuing ExCBs http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/bodies3.asp?id=5 
9.1.2 Current ExMarkCo Membership vacancies
In noting the remaining vacancies below, Members considered nominating representatives for these positions – no additional nominations were provided. 
	No. of vacancies to be filled
	Group represented

	2
	Regulatory interests

	1
	Training Providers


9.1.3 IECEx Guides
Members noted and endorsed, the publication of revised editions of IECEx Guides IECEx 01A, IECEx 01B and IECEx 04A as listed http://www.iecex.com/guides.htm . 
Documents noted:

· IECEx 01A-   An Informative Guide comparing various elements of both IECEx and ATEX (Edition 2.0)
· IECEx 01B - Guidance for the use of the IECEx Logo (Edition 2.0)
· IECEx 04A - Guidance for making applications for and use of IECEx Conformity Mark IECEx 04 (Edition 2.0)
9.2 Notifications of misuse of the IECEx Conformity Mark.  

According to the previous CAB request, Members were invited to raise any matters relating to the misuse of the IECEx Conformity Mark or Logo that need to be brought to the attention of the CAB – no matters were raised.
9.3 Other Matters relating to the IECEx Conformity Mark System 

Members were invited to raise any other matters relating to the IECEx Conformity Mark System – no matters were raised.
10
CERTIFIED SERVICE FACILITIES SCHEME – IECEx 03
10.1   Listing of ExCBs – According to IECEx 03, Certified Service Facility Scheme
The IECEx Secretariat provided a report on current IECEx 03 Scheme ExCBs.
Document noted:
OD 001 – Scheme Membership, ExCBs, ExTLs and applicants http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp
Refer to Decision 2015/42 (ExMC/1072/DL)
10.2 Revision of IECEx Basic Rules, IECEx 01 – Introduction of New Services Scheme Committee

Document considered:

ExMC/1030/CD – Draft Edition 7.0 of IECEx 01
IECEx Members previously agreed on the need to introduce a dedicated Committee to oversee the operation of the IECEx 03 Services Scheme.  During the May 2015 IECEx Operational Meetings in Toronto the IECEx Executive considered a draft amendment to IECEx 01, now presented as ExMC/1030/CD for agreement by the ExMC and then for submission to CAB for approval to publish (noting that, for IEC CAB agenda timetable reasons, has already been submitted to the IEC CAB).

The Meeting agreed that the draft of IECEx 01 Edition 7.0 (as presented in ExMC/1030/CD) be recommended for IEC CAB approval with inclusion of text for the additions listed below:

· ExSFC Chairman as a member of the IECEx Executive in Clause 8.2

· ExSFC Deputy Chairman (refer Decision 2015/86) as a member of the IECEx Executive in Clause 8.2

· promotion of the Scheme in Clause 9.4.3

· the position of ExSFC Deputy Chair in Clause 9.4.11

· ExSFC Chairman in Clauses 7.1 and 7.4 to the draft revision of IECEx 01. 

Refer to Decision 2015/43 (ExMC/1072/DL)
10.3 Election of IECEx Service Facilities Scheme Committee Chairman

Document considered:

· ExMC/1045/INF– Call for nominations as ExSFC Chairman 
· ExMC/1069/INF – Nomination from IECEx Executive

· ExMC/1070/INF – Nomination from NL
Further to Agenda Item 10.2 regarding the introduction of a new ExSFC, members were requested to consider appointment of an expert to serve as the initial Chairman of the ExSFC.

During the May 2015 meeting of the IECEx Executive, the Executive considered this aspect and agreed to nominate Mr Ron Sinclair MBE of SGS Baseefa in UK as a candidate for the position of the first Chairman of the ExSFC.  Mr Sinclair’s nomination was circulated as ExMC/1069/Inf.
A second nomination for Mr Marco Erdhuizen was received from NL and circulated as ExMC/1070/Inf.

ExMC Members were also invited to consider nominating experts for consideration during the 2015 ExMC Christchurch meeting – no additional nominations were provided.
The meeting considered the nominations and reached agreement on appointing Mr Ron Sinclair, MBE as first ExSFC Chairman.

Refer to Decision 2015/44 (ExMC/1072/DL)
10.4 Any Other matters concerning the IECEx 03 Certified Services Scheme

Members were invited to raise any other matters relating to the IECEx Certified Services Scheme - no matters were raised.
11
IECEx CERTIFICATE OF PERSONNEL COMPETENCE SCHEME, IECEx 05

11.1
Report from the ExPCC Chairman
Document discussed:

ExMC/1015/R – Report on the 2015 IECEx ExPCC meeting
Members noted and endorsed a report from the ExPCC Deputy Chairman, Mr Wigg, concerning the work of ExPCC since the 2014 ExMC Meeting.
Refer to Decision 2015/45 (ExMC/1072/DL)
11.2
Revised Edition of IECEx 05 (new Ed 3.0)

Document considered:

ExMC/1016/DV – Draft Edition 3.0 of IECEx 05

ExMC Members considered the draft revision of IECEx 05, IECEx Scheme for Certification of Personnel Competence for Explosive Atmospheres – Rules of Procedure that was introduced by Mr Wigg as ExPCC Chairman with advice that this revision includes a number of changes needed to rectify issues with Edition 2 and introduces the new Unit Ex 000. Mr Wigg also explained the development of the IECEx CoPC Question Bank and ongoing efforts on procedures for access to and use of the Question Bank when complete.
The Chairman thanked Mr Wigg for standing in as ExPCC Chairman following the resignation by Mr Allen for personal reasons.

The Meeting agreed that the draft of IECEx 05 Edition 3.0 as presented in ExMC/1016/DV proceed to publication.
Refer to Decision 2015/46 (ExMC/1072/DL)
11.3
Revised Edition of IECEx OD 503 (new Ed 3.1)

Document considered:

ExMC/1017/CD – Draft Edition 3.1 of OD 503

ExMC Members considered the draft revision of OD 503 -IECEx Scheme for Certification of Personnel Competence for Explosive Atmospheres – ExCB Procedures for issuing and maintaining IECEx Certificates of Personnel Competence and in taking the decision to proceed for publication agreed to the following:
a) OD 503 to be edited to limit the knowledge assessment to a maximum duration of four hours in a single sitting.
b) Secretary and DE prepare a proposal on the process of feedback and surveillance to include in Section 8.
The Meeting agreed that the draft of OD 503 Edition 3.1 as presented in ExMC/1017/CD proceed to publication with the modification of Clause 4.3.2 to read “Each knowledge test duration shall not exceed 4 hours at any one time …. Additional sittings may be required”.

Refer to Decision 2015/47 (ExMC/1072/DL)
11.4
Revision of Operational Document IECEx OD 521

Document discussed:

ExMC/1018/CD – Draft Edition 1.1 of OD 521
ExMC Members considered the draft revision of OD 521 -IECEx Scheme for Certification of Personnel Competence for Explosive Atmospheres – IECEx Recognised Training Provider Program (RTPP) and accepted the GB suggestion that additional text to the IECEx website should be included that clearly indicates that RTPP status does not include approval of the organisation’s training material and agreed to assist the Secretariat to prepare this.  The meeting agreed.
In consideration of the draft update to OD 521 the Meeting agreed that the draft of OD 521 Edition 1.1 as presented in ExMC/1018/CD proceed to publication.
Refer to Decision 2015/48 (ExMC/1072/DL)

12
IECEx SYSTEM – GENERAL MATTERS
12.1
IECEx Board of Appeal

Documents considered:

· ExMC/1042/Inf – Board of Appeal Membership and Vacancies
· ExMC(Christchurch/US)07 – Nomination from US
Members considered a proposal of experts for the IECEx Board of Appeal for submission for CAB Approval according the IECEx 01 Basic Rules, noting that all current members are eligible for re-appointment and that there are a number of vacancies.  
The Chairman noted with thanks to the US for the nomination of Ms Sheryl Bihler to the IECEx Board of Appeal.

 Members then agreed with the following as the nominations for submission for CAB Approval

Chairman: 
Mr Giovanni Hummel Borges (BR)

Members:
Mr John Allen (GB)



Ms Ursula Aich (DE) 



Ms Sheryl Bihler (US)



Mr Ajay Maira (AU)
Deputies:
Mr Nick Maalouf (CA)


Mr Sean Clarke (GB)
Refer to Decision 2015/49 (ExMC/1072/DL)
12.2
IEC / ILAC / IAF Cooperation
Members were invited to provide for any further discussion in relation to the IEC/ILAC/IAF Cooperation.
In noting discussions under item 5.7, the meeting had no further issues to discuss concerning the IEC/ILAC/IAF Cooperation, noting the next meeting of the Steering Committee, later this year. 

Refer to Decision 2015/50 (ExMC/1072/DL)
12.3
IECEx Bulletin

Document noted:

ExMC/1046/Inf – Call from the IECEx Secretariat for information concerning national adoptions and differences to IEC Standards
Members were advised that work is underway to produce an updated edition of the IECEx Bulletin and reminded of the recent notification from the Secretariat requesting updated information concerning national and regional differences to IEC Standards that is to be included in the new Edition of the Bulletin.
Members also noted advice from Mr Sinclair that he is working with EU Countries and will prepare the EU Group differences summary – hence there is no action required by other EU Countries unless they wish to contact or assist Mr Sinclair.
The IECEx Secretary noted the harmonisation efforts underway at CAB level and among the IEC CA Systems and advised that the IECEx Secretariat is looking at opportunities in IECEE methods for improving our processes for circulating this type of information to members.
Refer to Decision 2015/51 (ExMC/1072/DL)
12.4
IECEx Executive – Tasks and Responsibilities
Documents considered:
· ExMC/872A/DV – Revised Proposed list of IECEx Executive Tasks and Responsibilities
· ExMC/1050/CD – Proposal from US
· ExMC/1060/CD – Further Proposal from US – changes to ExMC/872A/DV

The Chairman reminded members of previous work and consideration by ExMC and discussion during the IECEx Executive meeting held in Toronto, 2015, from which a revised version of the draft Tasks and Responsibilities has been prepared and was submitted for consideration by ExMC along with a proposal from the US. 
Members considered the updated draft and the US proposals (as ExMC/1050/CD and ExMC/1060/CD) prior to taking a Decision raised the following points:
· AU, CA and NO  supported both US proposals

· DE supported the US proposals and generally supports the notion of strengthening the IECEx Executive in preference to the establishment of more Committees, Working Groups or Task Forces

· GB supported the US proposals and suggested that the IECEx Executive prepare a revised document based on ExMC/872A/DV and ExMC/1060/CD.

The meeting therefore agreed to ask the Executive to prepare, in consultation with the US, a revised document based on ExMC/872A/DV and ExMC/1060/CD for consideration by ExMC.
Refer to Decision 2015/52 (ExMC/1072/DL)
12.5
IECEx Operational Document OD 001 – Proposal from US

Document considered:

ExMC/1051/CD – Proposal from the US
Members considered the US proposal for a review of the format and presentation of information contained in OD 001 as presented on the IECEx Website and accepted the report from the Secretary that the Secretariat has already made a number of improvements to OD 001 as requested by the US and by AU in the interests of improving the consistency of presentation of information provided by OD 001 and that further work is underway within the Secretariat to provide further improvement and clarity of information, such as the identification of “Additional Testing Locations” as separate from an ExTL.
The meeting accepted this update with members indicating their support for this work and look forward to further improvements requesting that this be regarded as a priority by the Secretariat.
12.6
Any other General Matters
Members were invited to raise any other items of a general nature that may impact on the IECEx System – no items were raised
13
WORKING GROUP REPORTS
13.1
ExMC WG1 - Rules

Document considered:

ExMC/1019/R – Report on 2015 ExMC WG1/WG5 Meeting
Members noted and endorsed a report from the WG1 Convener, Mr Marty Cole following the ExMC WG1 Meeting held in May 2015 in Toronto and considered the WG1 Recommendations to ExMC contained within the WG1/WG5 Report.
In receiving the report and accepting the recommendations contained within, the meeting noted that the recommendations from WG1 have been dealt with under separate agenda items.
Refer to Decision 2015/53 (ExMC/1072/DL)
13.2
ExMC WG5 - Management of Quality System Assessments of Manufacturers
Document considered:
ExMC/1019/R – Report on 2015 ExMC WG1/WG5 Meeting
Members noted, and endorsed a report from the IECEx Secretariat on behalf of the WG5 Convener, Mr Jeff Olson, regarding the ExMC WG5 Meeting held in May 2015 in Toronto.   In receiving this report the Secretary noted that IAF and ILAC are aware of the issues raised by ExMC WG5 regarding deficiencies in ISO 9001 audits. The Secretary also updated members on work regarding the incorporation of changes from the new edition of ISO 9001 – this basically involves using text from the soon to be superseded ISO 9001:2008 in IECEx publications as appropriate.
In considering the WG5 report the meeting accepted the recommendations e.g. 

· Updating of the F-001 form

· Need to review current provisions of time differences for surveillance audits of manufacturers with and without ISO 9001 certification 

Refer to Decision 2015/54 (ExMC/1072/DL)
13.3    ExMC WG2 - Development of Technical Guidance Documents 

Document considered:
· ExMC/1055/R – Report on ExMC WG2 Activity

· ExMC/1039A/DV – Draft Edition 3 TCD for ExMC approval

· ExMC/1049/CD – Proposal from the US for a list of minimum Equipment

· ExMC/1061/CD – Further proposal from US

· ExMC(Christchurch/WG2)08 – Report from WG2

Members noted a report from the WG2 Convener, Mr Steve Bentham on progress of work since the 2014 Meeting in The Hague and on their most recent meeting held during the 2015 series of IECEx meetings in Christchurch.
Members then considered the revised edition of the IECEx Technical Capability Document (TCD), as prepared by WG2 and the US proposals.
Members also considered the outcomes of discussions at the Assessor Training Session held earlier in the week where assessors raised questions regarding:

I. Who should / can complete the various parts of TCDs?

II. The expected transition time for revised TCDs

III. The expected time to complete TCDs
In considering the report members raised the following points
· That there is a need to update the IECEx website to remove references to TGDs
· A new TCD is needed for IEC 60079-19 and suggested that this task be allocated to the new ExSFC
· The publication of IECEx OD 202 may necessitate a further revision of TCDs
· The need to clarify what is regarded as minimum test equipment, re US proposal 
· a DE proposal that there is a need to clarify the definition of ‘in-house’
· DE raised concern that the situation of a “Group Structure” may not have been considered as yet and agreed to assist ExMC WG2 in addressing this concern.

Following the US’s explanation of their proposal regarding the need for detailed list of minimum test equipment regardless of whether done in-house or not so that it is clear how ExTLs manage testing (particularly if they don’t have ‘in-house capability) support for the proposal was expressed by RU, DE and IT.  Following further discussion the following Decisions were taken.
a) Acceptance of the WG2 Report and its recommendations

b) Proceed to publication with draft ExMC/1039A/DV

c) WG2 to revise TCD Ed 3 in line with the recommendations from the US as presented in ExMC/1061/CD and ExMC(Christchurch/ExMC WG2)08 to be completed by end Q1 2016 noting experts from US and other members joining ExMC WG2.  The Executive are assigned the task of a final review following consultation with the ExMC.

d) The revision of TGD for 60079-19 be transferred to ExSFC
Refer to Decision 2015/55 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/56 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/57 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/58 (ExMC/1072/DL)
13.4 
ExMC WG4 - Technical Reference Group for Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs

Documents noted:

· ExMC/1054/R - Report from ExMC WG4 
· ExMC/1063/CD – Proposal from DE

Members noted a report from the WG4 Convener, Mr Jim Munro (presented by the Secretary due to Mr Munro having the leave the meeting urgently on personal matters) on progress of work over the last twelve months since the 2014 ExMC Meeting.  The meeting noted that whilst there has been no meeting of ExMC WG4 since 2014 the Convener has worked with ExMC WG2 in support of the work to revise the TCDs to cover minimum test capabilities.
In considering the ExMC WG4 report Members raised the following points:
· The DE proposal (as circulated as ExMC/1063/CD) suggesting changes to OD 003-1 regarding Competencies and skills of assessors was supported by BR, RU, CA, IT, GB and AU with GB suggesting the need for more detail on what constitutes ‘competence’ and AU added that there is a pressing need for Lead Assessor training. AU also noted that the different IECEx Schemes have different needs and perhaps there is value in adding Scheme specific details into OD 003-1
· The US raised a concern that the DE proposal was received after their national meeting and also that it has not being considered by WG4 however the US supported the proposal with a request that more detail is required.  

· In advising that the next meeting of ExMC WG4 will held as part of the 2016 IECEx Operational Meetings and noting some of the work being assigned during the meeting the Convener requested Member Bodies to consider nominating experts to WG4 as there are a number of countries that do not have an expert. In this respect Mr Munro noted that we have received  a number of new applications since the report was prepared – these being  
· 1 formal application from ZA for Roelof Viljeon
· 4 Others in the process of applying and have attended the Assessor Training Session earlier this week
Following further discussion the following Decisions were taken.
a) The accepted and endorsed the WG4 Report

b) As part of the Decision 2015/29 for WG4 to conduct an overall review of the Assessment process, WG4 is to review OD 003-1 to incorporate the DE proposal ExMC/1063/CD also noting the AU comment concerning Lead Assessors

c) Members to consider additional nominations for experts to join WG4
Refer to Decision 2015/59 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/60 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/61 (ExMC/1072/DL)
13.5
ExMC WG 13 - Business Development
Documents noted and considered:
· ExMC/1020/R - Report on 2015 ExMC WG13 meeting
· ExMC/1021/CD - Updated IECEx Business Plan (proposed).
Members noted a report from the Secretary on behalf of the WG 13 Convener, Mr Nick Maalouf, regarding the Meeting held May 2015 in Toronto and the consequent proposed update of the IECEx Business Plan and, in taking the following Decision, endorsed the recommendations and actions presented in the report.
Prior to the discussions the Secretary highlighted that the Business Plan format is proposed to be changed from that of a three year period to one of a live document with a rolling lifespan.

Following discussions the following Decisions were taken
a) The meeting accepted and endorsed the Report from WG13 and its recommendations
b) The meeting agreed to forward draft document ExMC/1021/CD for publication as the updated IECEx Business Plan
Refer to Decision 2015/62 (ExMC/1072/DL) and Decision 2015/63 (ExMC/1072/DL)
13.6
ExMC WG 15 – Non Electrical Equipment

Documents noted and considered:

· ExMC/1022/R – Report on 2015 ExMC WG 15 Meeting
· ExMC/1031/CD – Draft Guide to certification of non-electrical equipment

· ExMC/1032/CD – Draft IECEx Operational Document OD 005-3 -  Supplementary requirements for non-electrical equipment to ISO / IEC 80079-34 Edition 1.0

· ExMC/1033/Inf – Presentation on IECEx Certification of Non-electrical equipment (presented at 2014 ExTAG Training Session)
· ExMC/1034/Inf - Presentation on Non-electrical equipment approval by European manufacturers

Members noted a report from the IECEx Secretary in the absence of ExMC WG 15 Convener, Mr Jim Munro, (due to Mr Munro having the leave the meeting urgently on personal matters) on the Meeting held May 2015 in Toronto and considered proposed documents prepared during the May 2015 Meeting.   Copies of two presentations given at past meetings were provided as background information for members.
The report included report of last meeting and a history of the WG15 work plan regarding the preparation of the following Standards,
· ISO 80079-36  Explosive atmospheres - Part 36: Non-electrical equipment for explosive atmospheres - Basic method and requirements 

· ISO 80079-37 Explosive atmospheres - Part 37: Non-electrical equipment for explosive atmospheres - Non electrical type of protection constructional safety 'c', control of ignition source 'b', liquid immersion '
and clarification that documents ExMC/1005/CD and ExMC/1006/CD were originally issued but replaced with ExMC/1031/CD and ExMC/1032/CD to allow an extended comment period prior to the NZ meeting.
The IEC TC31 Chair advised the meeting that the target publication date for the above Standards is March 2016 and that work has commenced on a Standard for reciprocating engines that should be published in mid-2018.

GB queried the scope extension process for ExCBs to have the above Standards included in their scope. The Secretary responded that ExMC WG15 are considering this matter.  In this respect the IEC TC31 Chairman suggested that scope extension applications could be accepted as soon as the Standards reach FDIS stage
Comments from US and initial comments from CA that the documents, ExMC/1031/CD and ExMC/1032/CD are not considered to be sufficiently mature to allow us to proceed to publication were noted prior to the following Decisions being taken:
a) An additional time be available for review of Documents ExMC/1031/CD and ExMC/1032/CD with the aim of finalising at end of 2015

b) Agreement that ExCBs and ExTLs may start to submit applications for scope extension once the Standards are at the FDIS Stage 

Refer to Decision 2015/64 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/65 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/66 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/67 (ExMC/1072/DL)
14
ExTAG MATTERS
14.1
Report from 2015 ExTAG Meeting
Members noted a report on the 2015 ExTAG (Ex Testing and Assessment Group) Meeting and associated ExTAG Training Workshop from ExTAG Chairman, Prof Xu Jianping, issued as ExTAG(Christchurch/ExTAGChairman)05 on the IECEx 2015 meeting site http://www.iecex.com/christchurch/green_papers.html in which he highlighted the following points:
· A request that that the proposed changes to IECEx 02 be prepared as possible amendment to IECEx 02.

· That with respect to the treatment of assemblies outlined in ExTAG 2015/001A, the ExTAG recommends that IECEx should delete the DS sheet once IECE TC31 has addressed the needs that initiated the ExTAG DS 2015/001 and 001A, within the TC 31 Standards. In response the Secretary informed members and the TC 31 Chair that IECEx 01 requires this. Additionally AU requested that the work of TC 31 on Assemblies take into account non- electrical assemblies.
· Outline of the successful ExTAG Training session

· That ExTAG received an address from Mr Schwarz and Mr Wigg concerning the presentation of information on certificates

· The completion of consideration of a number of ExTAG Decision sheets, especially an update to DS 2015/001, now at Version A

· Clarification over the use of IEC 60079-40

· Consideration of the IECEx PTP program
· ExTAG supports the proposal to produce a TC 31 Standard/Publication that would be able to replace IECEx OD 504. In response to this item the TC 31 chairman noted that he has reviewed OD504 and as it already follows a format similar to that of a Standard he will prepare a Draft NWP and submit to TC 31 meeting in Minsk with the view to a joint WG between TC 31 and IECEx.   

As further support on this proposal;
· Mr Wigg as ExPCC acting Chairman supported the proposal to move OD 504 to a standard and suggested that the language used in OD504 would require involvement of those involved in the personnel training and assessment and sees benefits in this process that will require expertise from standardisation and conformity assessment.

· GB supported the proposal

· IT supported the proposal

The meeting accepted and endorsed the report from the ExTAG Chairman, with the IECEx Chairman noting the important work of ExTAG in providing a dedicated forum to ensure consistency of ExCBs and ExTLs as well as a venue to discuss issues as they arise.

Refer to Decision 2015/68 (ExMC/1072/DL)
14.2 
Any other ExTAG Matters

Members were invited to raise any other matters relating to ExTAG – no items were raised.

15
IECEx WEB SITE and INTERNET BASED “ON-LINE” CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY SYSTEM AND OTHER ENHANCEMENTS.
Document noted:
ExMC/1008/R – Report from the Secretariat (Report Card)
Members noted, the IECEx Secretary’s report on the status of improvements and enhancements to the IECEx Website including the IECEx “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity System and the IECEx Web Site.   Members also noted the work on upgrading of the IECEx Mobile Device Application for Smart Phones and Pad Devices.
Refer to Decision 2015/69 (ExMC/1072/DL)
16
REPORT FROM IEC TC 31

Document noted:
ExMC(Christchurch/TC31)06 – Report from TC 31 Chairman

The Chairman noted with thanks the presence of the TC 31 Chairman, Mr Mark Coppler and the valuable cooperation between IECEx and TC 31 and invited him to give his report of TC 31 updates.

Members noted a report on TC 31 activities and work since the last ExMC Meeting. Including the SC31M Sub-committee, from the IEC TC 31 Chairman, Mr Mark Coppler in which Mr Coppler provided the following key points: 

· TC 31 appreciates the effort of ExMC WG15 regarding non-electrical equipment

· TC 31 has noted the concerns of some IECEx members regarding the issue of IECEx Certificates of Conformity against IECEx Decision Sheets and raised their own concerns regarding the consequences of subsequent changes to the Standards referenced by IECEx Decision Sheets – in this respect TC 31 ask that IECEx limit the application of IECEx Decision Sheets.  In response the IECEx Secretary reminded that IECEx Rules and process require that IECEx Decision Sheets be removed once the issues initiating the DS have been addressed by the publication of revisions of the relevant Standards. The IECEx Secretary also thanked Mr Coppler for the advice on TC31’s views and the explanation of their frequency of revision of Standards.
· The request for close cooperation and liaison between IECEx and TC31 is welcomed and is further evidence of Dr Spindler’s advice about increasing cooperation between standards development and conformity assessment in the IEC

· Update information on work within TC 31 concerning the coverage of Ex Assemblies

· Mr Coppler reinforced his earlier comments in Item 14.1 about the conversion of IECEx OD 504 to an IEC TC31 publication and thanked the IECEx Chairman for this proposal.
Following discussion on Mr Coppler’s report, the meeting recorded the following decisions:

a) ExMC Endorsement of the TC 31 Chairman’s report ExMC(Christchurch/TC31 Chairman)06 
b) Support for the request from IEC TC31 in Document ExMC(Christchurch/TC31 Chairman)06 for a formal liaison between IEC TC31 and the IECEx ExMC
c) Request that IEC TC31 consider the conversion of IECEx OD 504 to an IEC Standard and proposed the establishment of a joint Working Group (JWG) comprising members of IEC TC31 and the ExPCC.  IECEx experts with experience in both standards development and the certification of competence are requested to submit nominations for membership of the JWG prior to the October 2015 IEC TC31 meeting.   The IECEx Chairman to appoint the IECEx representatives to the JWG
Refer to Decision 2015/70 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/71 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/72 (ExMC/1072/DL)
17
ExNB GROUP REPORT 

Members noted, without comments, a report from Mr Thierry Houeix, the Chairman of the European Notified Bodies Group for ATEX, ExNB, as per ExMC(Christchurch/ExNB)09 .
Refer to Decision 2015/73 (ExMC/1072/DL)
18
REPORT FROM PCIC EUROPE

Members noted a verbal report and update on PCIC activities since the 2014 meeting in The Hague by Mr Cole PCIC that included information on PCIC Europe 2015, PCIC Middle East 2015 and a reminder from Mr Cole on the importance of IECEx member participation in PCIC events that now have a calendar fixed out to 2020.
Refer to Decision 2015/74 (ExMC/1072/DL)
19
FINANCE 

19.1
Accounts and Budgets
19.1.1

Approval of the 2014 Audited Accounts
Document considered:

ExMC/1023/DV – 2014 Audited accounts

Members received a report from the IECEx Treasurer in presenting the 2014 Audited Accounts noting the overall surplus as a contribution to the General Reserve.

In considering the audited Accounts the meeting endorsed the Auditors Report of the 2014 Accounts for submission to CAB, noting that the 2014 Annual Accounts have been audited by the IEC external Auditors and reviewed by the IECEx Executive at its May 2014 Toronto Meeting.  
Refer to Decision 2015/75 (ExMC/1072/DL)
19.1.2

Approved 2016 Budget 

Document noted:  


CAB/1368/DV - IECEx Budget for 2016, as approved by CAB
Members noted the previously approved 2016 IECEx Budget, approved by both ExMC and CAB, earlier in 2015.
Refer to Decision 2015/76 (ExMC/1072/DL)
19.2
IECEx 2017 + 2018 Forecasted Draft Budget Guide
Document considered:  


ExMC/1024/CD - Forecasted Draft Budget Guide
The Chairman introduced this item, highlighting that this item is to assist in the development of a final draft budget for 2017 that will be prepared early in 2016 and following the results of the 2015 year, also noting that this forecasted draft budget has been prepared with the involvement and finalised at the last IECEx Executive meeting. 

Members noted that, in line with decisions from the 2007 Denver ExMC Meeting and Members request for a budget forecast, that Budget Forecasts for 2017/18 have been compiled to enable member’s discussion ahead of preparing a final draft 2017 budget where members will be asked to approve via correspondence due to IEC Accounting procedures. This document was prepared taking into account the 2014 audited accounts and 2015 and 2016 Approved Budgets. 
Members also noted that 

· a final draft budget for 2017 will be prepared following the end of year results for 2015, taking into account ExMC Members decisions during the 2015 Christchurch meeting and issued for ExMC approval early in 2016.

· the Budget forecasts guide for 2017/2018 was prepared in consultation with the IECEx Executive and also featured in discussions during the IECEx Executive’s May 2015 Toronto meeting.
· The forecasted draft budgets do not for see any significant increases in expenditure

· The provision for conducting an annual 2 day conference to promote IECEx and tis Members
Members were reminded by the Secretary that this process is one that has been used now for a number of years and that the IECEx Executive have reviewed this and the current financial situation at the 2015 Toronto meeting, noting the statement included in the final paragraph of the document. 

“The Budget forecasts guide for 2017/2018 was prepared in consultation with and discussions during the IECEx Executive’s May 2015 Toronto meeting” 

The meeting considered ExMC/1024/CD as the draft forecasted budget guide and agreed that this should be used as a basis and guide when developing the formal 2017 budget for approval by ExMC and CAB early in 2016 

Refer to Decision 2015/77 (ExMC/1072/DL)
19.3
Information of Dues breakdown in Annual Budgets – Proposal from US

Document considered:

ExMC/1052/CD – Proposal from the US
US presented their proposal for additional details to be included in the annual IECEx budget of Annual dues split.

Members considered and accepted the US proposal concerning Additional details regarding ExCBs and ExTLs cited in the IECEx Budget – Annual Dues Spilt

Refer to Decision 2015/78 (ExMC/1072/DL)
19.4
IECEx System Participation Fees 

Documents considered:
· ExMC/1044/CD – Revision of IECEx OD 019 Ed 7.1– IECEx Participation and System Fees
· ExMC/1071/CD – AU Proposal 
Members considered the draft revision of IECEx OD 019 (as Edition 7.1) and also the AU proposal for a further review of OD 019.
AU presented their proposal advising members of the increased interest from manufacturers in being able to be IECEx certified to conduct ‘servicing’ on their own equipment (only) but they see the current fee structure as a barrier to moving forward with Certification – hence the AU proposed the addition of a new section to OD 019 to provide a reduced fee for manufacturers participating in the IECEx 03 Scheme.  The US supported the AU proposal. AU added that they could use such a provision to encourage manufacturers to migrate from the ANZEx Scheme to IECEx.  
In further discussion Mr Wigg (AU) queried how, under the AU proposal the scope and supporting capabilities of a manufacturer when servicing their own equipment will be controlled under the IECEx 03 Scheme?  Mr Wigg added that this matter is much broader than a discussion on fees and has the potential for serious implications.

Following discussions there was general agreement that the AU proposal be referred to the IECEx Executive for their consideration and recommendations to the next ExMC meeting with a proposal as some of this may involve a review of other ODs, especially regarding surveillance intervals for the different schemes.   
Following further discussion the meeting resolved to:
a) Approve ExMC/1044/CD for publication as the revised OD 019

b) AU proposal in ExMC/1071/CD be referred to ExSFC for further consideration

Refer to Decision 2015/79 (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/80 (ExMC/1072/DL)
19.5
Proposal from US - Budget Preparation Process

Document considered:

ExMC/1062/CD – Proposal from the US
The Chairman invited US to present their proposal with the US informing their view that a dedicated group should be formed to prepare and over view the budget preparation process, as similar to some other CA Systems, as they feel this would provide better transparency.
The Chairman noted discussions at the 2014 ExMC meeting in The Hague, where Members considered a similar US proposal but invited the meeting to consider this latest proposal.

In discussion, members recalled that the ExMC discussed this at the Hague 2014 meeting where ExMC did not agree on the need for a new separate Group as we have an Executive whom along with the Treasurer oversee the finances. 
Members also noted advice from the Chairman and Secretary that 
· The Treasurer is appointed by CAB to oversee finances

· The Executive Secretary deals with day to day matters under the control of both the IEC General Secretary and IEC Head of the Finance Department

· There are external auditors that audit the detailed accounts of IECEx and each of the CA Systems separately

· IECEx also has a Business development WG13
· A question was posed as to what problem needs to be solved given the current healthy financial position of IECEx.
The Chairman reminded the US that they have a member on the IECEx Executive and suggested that they use this representation to assist with obtaining their required information.
Members also raised concerns about the establishment of an additional small group that could be seen as potentially preventing broader discussion in ExMC.
DE advised that they are not in favour of the US proposal and maintained that the current approach to the financial management of the IECEx System is effective and adequate (noting the previous discussion on ExMC/872A/DV)

FR supported the DE position.

GB supported the DE position and requested the Treasurer’s views on the matter – the Treasurer responded that he is not in favour of the US proposal and he believes that the current approach provides sufficient scrutiny and transparency.

AU did not support the US proposal and in confirming the role of the IECEx Executive suggested that ExMC WG13 should have a more active input to the budget process.
Following clarification from Mr Duffy that there are two separate proposals:

1. For the establishment of a budget oversight group

2. A request for a ‘close-out’ report being the final result as compared to the budget forecast for the period

Mr Duffy called for support from members – no members commented and the Secretary reminded the meeting of the additional requirements of Swiss law for reporting to and from the IEC Finance Department.

The Chairman invited members to indicate support for the two separate US proposals - no comments or support were provided.
In conclusion the meeting agreed not to support the US proposal.
Refer to Decision 2015/81 (ExMC/1072/DL)
20
REVIEW OF CURRENT ExMC WORKING GROUPS (ExMC WGs)

Members were invited to review the work and constitution of all WGs especially those ExMC WGs not already considered during the course of the meeting – no matters were raised other than that outlined below for WG11. 
WG1 - 
Revision of Scheme Rules New IECEx 02, 

Convener = Marty Cole 
WG2 - Development of Technical Guidance Docs, 

Convener = Mr. Steve Bentham 
WG4 - Assessor Working Group, 

Convener = Mr. Jim Munro
WG5 - Assessment and Audit of Manufacturer’s Quality Systems, 


Convener = Mr Jeff Olson
WG8 -
  Regulatory Acceptance, 

Convener = Dr. Uwe Klausmeyer
WG9 - Now moved to ExTAG WG10 Proficiency Testing, 
Convener = Dr.  Uwe Klausmeyer
WG10 - 
IECEx Certified Service Facilities Scheme, 

Convener = Mr. Theo Pijpker

WG11 - 
Certificates of Conformity issued to distributors, 

Convener = Mr Ron Sinclair
Following advice from Mr Sinclair regarding a proposal from ExTAG regarding a need to split IECEx OD 203 in two parts to address concerns that it is difficult to identify Trade  Agents via QARs and that this is not preferred (whilst maintaining the need to provide ongoing traceability) it was agreed to refer the task to ExMC WG11

ExMC WG11 is to therefore to consider splitting IECEx OD 203 into two parts and in doing so consider the need for a revised Terms of Reference for this Working Group and report back to the ExMC.
WG13 - 
IECEx Scheme Business Development, 
Convener = Mr Nick Maalouf

WG14 - 
IECEx Good Working Practise, 
Convener = Mr Evans Massey


WG15 - 
IECEx Non Electrical Equipment, 
Convener = Mr Jim Munro

21
OTHER BUSINESS

21.1 
Members appreciated the presentation from South Africa regarding their hosting of the 2016 series of IECEx meetings to be held over the week on 5th – 9th September in Umhlanga, South Africa.

Refer to Decision 2015/82. (ExMC/1072/DL)
Refer to Decision 2015/83. (ExMC/1072/DL)
Members also considered the additional items agreed in Item 3 for inclusion in this meeting as “Other Business” as detailed below as 21.2, 21.3 and 21.4.
{Secretariat Note:  While the Confirmed list of Decisions, ExMC/1072/DL, mentions Durban as the location for the 2016 IECEx Meetings, the Members are requested to note the specific location as Umhlanga}
21.2
DE Proposal on Cyber Security
Document considered:  ExMC(Christchurch/DE)02

The proposal from DE to form a Task Group to investigate the issue of cyber security as relevant to IECEx attracted the following comments:
· If established, membership should include representatives from manufacturers, regulators and CAB WG17 

· the Stahl staff member on CAB WG17 has requested guidance on IECEx’s position on cyber security and has expressed a view that we need a clear picture of our views and some ideas on how to move forward
· Mr Duffy provided details on the objectives of CAB WG17 and on the approach being used in the IECEE System based on IEC 62443.  Mr Duffy responded to the DE proposal with a suggestion that IECEx establish a working group under CAB WG17.  DE responded with advice that their preference is to not work in parallel or conflict with CAB WG17
· Mr Collis, as CAB WG17 convenor provided a presentation on the current work of CAB WG17 and then advised that CAB WG17 already has 71 members and is becoming difficult to manage.  He also advised the meeting that the role of CAB WG17 is to simply set a strategy at this stage 
· Mr Barrowcliff noted his experiences with the difficulties in CAB WG17 of finding  a starting point and points of focus
· The Chairman suggested that there is a need for IECEx to first define which Ex products may be impacted by cyber security threats and then determine which parts of IEC 62443 may apply to IECEx. In reply Mr Duffy reminded the meeting of the mention of ‘embedded devices’ in Mr Collis’ presentation and suggested that such items already appear in Ex equipment
· DE commented that Mr Collis’ presentation confirms many of the points raised in their proposal

· Mr Collis offered to convene an ‘IECEx Cyber Security Study Group’
· SE supported the DE proposal

· Mark Coppler (TC31 Chair) suggested that we should focus on how cyber security threats could impact on Ex protection techniques and to not worry about the broader aspects such as factory automation etc. on Ex equipment as these broader matters are being or should be dealt with by other parts of IEC and industry
· Members agreed to form an  ‘IECEx Cyber Security Study Group’ with membership comprising:
· Ron Collis (Convenor)

· Otto Walch (DE)

· Heinz Farke (DE)

· An expert to be advised (CN)

· An expert to be advised (IL)

· An expert to be advised (NZ)

{Secretariat Note:  With the passing of Mr Collis, since the 2015 ExMC Meeting, Mr Mark Amos of the Secretariat will perform the role of acting Convener till the next ExMC Meeting and is to liaise with IECEE and CAB concerning this activity}
Refer to Decision 2015/84 (ExMC/1072/DL)
21.3
RU Proposal to revise UNECE CRO
Document considered:  
ExMC(Christchurch/RU)03 – RU Proposal
RU presented their proposal for the revision/updating of the UNECE Common Regulatory Objective (CRO) Publication and called on IECEx to play an active role in this update.  RU further advised the need to provide additional clarity and to strengthen various aspects of the publication in order to ensure its effectiveness and use among regulators.
RU informed the meeting of the UNECE WP6 meeting to be held later this year and that we should be in a position to provide necessary input.

The Chairman thanked RU for this proposal and following discussion the Secretary suggested that this could be a task assigned to the IECEx Executive but did agree with RU that that the Executive would need to work quickly to be ready in time for the WP6 meeting.

The meeting therefore agreed to assign the task of providing input to the revision of the CRO to the IECEx Executive with all Members free to submit individual comments to the Executive, via the Secretary.

Refer to Decision 2015/85 (ExMC/1072/DL)
{Secretariat Note:  In addition to the text contained in Decision 2015/85, Members are requested to note the involvement of ExMCWG8 in the consideration of input to the revision of the CROs}

21.4
ExSFC Deputy Chairman position
The Chairman proposed an additional item regarding the Officer positions for the newly formed ExSFC Committee and noting that while ExMC have appointed its first ExSFC Chairman, that in fact the work of ExSFC may very quickly become considerable as the new Services of the IECEx 03 Scheme come on stream.   He therefore asked the meeting for their agreement to consider introducing a new position of ExSFC Deputy Chairman.

Various Members supported this approach and agreed with the Chairman on the need for some support to the new ExSFC Chairman would be needed.

On this basis and noting that we already received a nomination for the role of Chairman from NL, the Chairman proposed that for the initial appointment that the meeting should consider the previous nomination from NL (Mr Marco Erdhuizen) as ExSFC to now be appointed as ExSFC Deputy Chairman.  The Chairman informed the meeting that the NL Delegation and Mr Erdhuizen were consulted during the break and agreed to this appointment on the basis that all members present agreed.

The Chairman called for any objections to this approach and appointment.  With no objections the meeting agreed to:

a) Create the position of ExSFC Deputy Chairman and hence amend Draft IECEx 01 proposal to CAB accordingly

b) Appoint Mr Erdhuizen to this position for an initial term of 3 years, on the provision that CAB agree with the IECEx 01 amendment.

Refer to Decision 2015/86. (ExMC/1072/DL)
23
NEXT MEETING

Members noted the acceptance of the kind invitations from the following ExMC Members and considered future venues beyond 2021 for Annual Meetings.
2016: South Africa

2017: USA

2018: France

2019: United Arab Emirates

2020: Canada

2021: Tokyo
Refer to Decision 2015/87. (ExMC/1072/DL)
24
CLOSE OF MEETING at 4:00 pm on 18th September 2015
The Chairman briefly recapped over the last 2 days congratulating all Delegates in both completing the huge agenda and making such good progress.  He thanked Delegates for their patience as we trialled the displaying of decisions and their confirmation as we worked thru the agenda and noted that while this was challenging at times he felt that this was most worthwhile.

In thanking Delegates for their attendance he noted special thanks to both the IEC Past President and the IEC Vice President for their attendance and contributions as this sends a strong message that IEC Management are very supportive of the work of IECEx.

The Chairman then recorded a special note of thanks to Standards New Zealand and the New Zealand industry for their excellent hosting of this week’s series of meetings which provided both an extremely pleasant and enjoyable location while yet enabling all set tasks for the week to be accomplished with extreme efficiency.

He also thanked the Secretariat and other members of the IECEx Executive and the WG Conveners for their preparatory work advising that we have now established a clear direction for the System for the coming 12 months and beyond and looks forward to seeing everyone next year.

He then wished everyone safe travels and closed the meeting at 4.00pm.

Refer to Decision 2015/88. (ExMC/1072/DL)
ANNEX A

Action Items from the 17th Meeting of the IECEx ExMC in Christchurch, September 2015
	Item
	Mins Item
	Actions Arising from the Meeting
	By Whom
	Completion Date

	1
	5.8
	Chairman and Secretary to notify CAB of IECEx concerns over the new CASCO WG45 and that IECEx desire to have input into this work
	Chairman
	Following the meeting

	2
	6.2.1
	IECEx Secretariat to provide a statement in line with the explanation given during the meeting by the Secretary, on the IECEx website regarding the matter of national acceptance
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	3
	6.2.1
	IECEx Secretariat and Executive to monitor Country membership and activity and report to ExMC on matters relating acceptance of Certificates and Reports.  Including the Secretary surveying participating countries regarding their acceptance of Certificates and Reports.
	Secretary + Executive
	Prior to next meeting

	4


	7.5
	ExMC WG4 to conduct a review of the ExCB and ExTL Qualification process, with focus on the IECEx 02 Scheme and report back to the next ExMC meeting
	ExMC WG4
	For the next ExMC meeting

	5
	7.7
	US to provide an updated / revised Assessment report template for ExMC WG4 to consider as part of their action 4 above
	US
	Following the meeting

	6
	8.2
	Finalise Draft document ExMC/1043/DV for publication as the revised edition of IECEx 02 incorporating the agreed adjustments listed in 8.2 of the mins
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	7
	8.2
	Implement the practise of identifying changes in IECEx publications as outlined in the US proposal ExMC/1058/CD 
	Secretariat
	Ongoing

	8
	8.2
	Executive to consider the US proposal for a new OD to detail the revision and publication process as proposed by the US in ExMC/1058/CD 
	Executive
	Next meeting of the Executive

	9
	8.2
	Executive to monitor the ExCB + ExTL relationship as provided for in IECEx 02 in light of the RU proposal ExMC(Christchurch/RU)04  with ExMC WG1 to review as part of their maintenance of IECEx 02
	Executive
	Next meeting of the Executive

	10
	8.4
	ExTAG is to review OD 024 to consider any changes required especially relating to Clause 6.10 and further consider aspects of IECEE document OD 2048 that may be useful for IECEx
	ExTAG
	Next Meeting

	11
	8.5
	Document ExMC/1040/CD to proceed to publication incorporating the decisions of the Christchurch meeting
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	12
	8.5
	Agreed with the US proposal that ExMC WG1 to consider this OD 202 especially items of Cluse 6 when next revising IECEx 02
	WG1
	At the next revision of IECEx 02

	13
	9.2
	Chairman and Secretary to report to CAB that there are no matters of misuse of the IECEx Mark or Logo that need to be brought to the attention of CAB. 
	Chairman
	At the next CAB Meeting

	14
	10.2
	Chairman to present the draft Amendment to IECEx 01 for CAB Approval at the next CAB Meeting in Minsk
	Chairman
	At next CAB Meeting

	15
	11.2
	Draft of IECEx 05 Edition 3.0 as presented in ExMC/1016/DV proceed to publication.

	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	16
	11.3
	Draft of OD 503 Edition 3.1 as presented in ExMC/1017/CD proceed to publication with the modification of Clause 4.3.2 to read “Each knowledge test duration shall not exceed 4 hours at any one time …. Additional sittings may be required”
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	17
	11.3
	Secretary and DE prepare a proposal on the process of feedback and surveillance to include in Section 8.
	Secretary and DE
	Prior to next meeting

	18
	11.4
	Draft update to OD 521 the Meeting agreed that the draft of OD 521 Edition 1.1 as presented in ExMC/1018/CD proceed to publication
	Secretary
	Following the meeting 

	19
	11.4
	GB and IECEx Secretariat to investigate addition of text to the IECEx website that clearly indicates that RTPP status does not include approval of the organisation’s training material
	Secretary and GB
	Following the meeting

	20
	12.4
	Executive to prepare, in consultation with the US, a revised document based on ExMC/872A/DV and ExMC/1060/CD for consideration by ExMC
	Executive
	Ready for next ExMC Meeting



	21
	12.5
	Further improvements to the OD 001 site in order to provide clarity and improvement in the presentation of information
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	22
	13.3
	ExMC/1039A/DV to proceed for publication
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	23
	13.3
	WG2 to revise TCD Ed 3 in line with the recommendations from the US as presented in ExMC/1061/CD and ExMC(Christchurch/ExMC WG2)08 to be completed by end Q1 2016 noting experts from US and other members joining ExMC WG2.  The Executive are assigned the task of a final review following consultation with the ExMC
	WG2
	Following the meeting

	24
	13.3
	The revision of TGD for 60079-19 be transferred to ExSFC
	ExSFC
	Next meeting of the ExSFC

	25
	13.4
	As part of the Decision 2015/29 for WG4 to conduct an overall review of the Assessment process, WG4 is to review OD 003-1 to incorporate the DE proposal ExMC/1063/CD also noting the AU comment concerning Lead Assessors


	WG4
	Prior to next ExMC Meeting

	26
	13.4
	Members to consider additional nominations for experts to join WG4
	ExMC Members
	Following the meeting

	27
	13.5
	Draft document ExMC/1021/CD for publication as the updated IECEx Business Plan
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	28
	13.6
	Draft document ExMC/1031/CD and ExMC/1032/CD provided with a further comment and review period with WG15 to finalise by end of 2015
	ExMC Members and WG15
	Following the meeting

	29
	18
	IECEx Members to participate in the activities of the PCIC as this is a good forum to network with end users
	IECEx members
	On-going

	30
	19.1.1
	Chairman to seek CAB approval of the 2014 Audited Accounts detailed in ExMC/1023/DV
	Chairman
	Next CAB Meeting

	31
	19.2
+

19.3
	Document ExMC/1024/CD to be used as a basis for developing the Draft 2017 Budget for approval by ExMC via correspondence and submission to CAB – Taking into account Decision 2015/78 being the US proposal to show a breakdown of Dues split
	Treasurer + Secretary
	Following end 2015

	32
	19.4
	ExMC/1044/CD to proceed to publication
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	33
	19.4
	AU Proposal ExMC/1071/CD to be reviewed by ExSFC in light of ExMC discussions under agenda item 19.4
	ExSFC
	At next ExSFC meeting

	34
	20
	ExMC WG11 to review OD 203 and consider splitting into 2 Parts in line with discussions at the ExTAG 2015 meeting
	ExMC WG11
	Following the meeting

	35
	21.2
	IECEx Cyber Security Study Group to consider aspects of Cyber Security in light of work within IECEE and CAB and report back to ExMC
	Study Group Convener
	Next ExMC Meeting

	36
	21.3
	The IECEx Executive and ExMC WG8 to provide input to the revision/updating of the UNECE CRO Publication with ExMC Members to submit any specific suggestions to the Executive via the Secretary
	IECEx Executive
	Following the meeting

	37
	21.4
	Expand the draft amendment of IECEx 01 that is to be presented for CAB approval to include the position of ExSFC Deputy Chairman.  On the basis of CAB approval Mr Erdhuizen of NL is appointed for an initial 3 year commencing 1 Jan 2016 
	Chairman and Secretary
	Prior to CAB Meeting


