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AGENDA

	SUBJECT

	1. OPENING OF THE WORKING GROUP 1 MEETING  (Start 09:00)

The Chairman Mr Marty Cole opened the meeting thanking QPS for hosting this meeting.  

The meeting noted the retirement of Mr Vitaly Grudtsyn and registered their thanks for his contribution to the work of IECEx and particularly to ExMC WG1.

ACTION: IECEx Secretary to send a letter of thanks to Mr Grudtsyn on behalf of ExMC WG1


	2.  WG1 Terms of Reference and Membership

The meeting noted and confirmed the Terms of Reference as detailed on the IECEx website, noting the current membership.



	3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – Working Group 1

Members approved the agenda with the addition of items listed under Item 16 of this report.



	4. Outcome of WG1 Report and Recommendations to the ExMC 2014 Hague meeting
Members noted the ExMC’s acceptance (via Decision 2014/40) of all WG1 recommendations in the WG1/WG5 report submitted to ExMC following the 2014 WG1 Dubai meeting as ExMC/948/R.


Documents for reference:

1. ExMC/948/R – Report from WG1/WG5 2014 Meeting

2. ExMC/976A/RM – Report on 2014 ExMC Meeting

The meeting reviewed the status of ExMC WG1 Action items as listed in Annex A to the meeting agenda. 
Action Arising = RECOMMENDATION #1: that ExMC endorse that IECEx 01 be revised to include details of the voting process proposed as a response to Action item # 10 in Annex A. It was suggested that these details need to include treatment of (i) what constitutes a ‘majority’, and (ii) are votes by correspondence allowed.


	5. Reports on progress on Actions Items from Dubai 2014 WG1 and The Hague 2014 IECEx ExMC Meetings

Members noted the following report on progress on Action Items from the Dubai 2014 and The Hague 2014 IECEx Meetings:

1.1. 
Outstanding Action Items IECEx 2013 ExMC Minutes (ExMC/902/RM) with assigned action items relating to WG1

Members noted a report (as tabled as Version 3) on progress by the Task Group formed at the 2014 Dubai WG1 meeting (refer ExMC/948/R, Item 6.1.3) regarding ‘manufacturer’s details’ on ExTRs from Mr Slowinske and were reminded that this work is in response to the following Action Item from the ExMC 2013 meeting in Fortaleza (as extracted below).
Action Item # 28, Manufacturer Details on ExTRs
US experts to review the proposal, regarding Recommendation 12 in ExMC/873/R to ExMC WG1, (put forward by Paul Kelly to the WG1 Buxton 2013 meeting), for the removal of “Manufacturer” details from ExTRs and refer the matter for further consideration at the next WG1 meeting. 
[Refer Decision 2013/31E]
Following discussion it was agreed that the Task Group (with the inclusion of Mr Maalouf as an additional member) will rework the proposal as the following Action:

ACTION: Task Group to rework proposal and in doing so consider the following:

· The inclusion of ‘storage’ and ‘handling’ activities in the definition of ‘production site’

· Secretariat comments on Version 2 of the proposal

· The use of the term “Applicant” on the Certificate in view of the definition of “Applicant” in IECEx 02

· The use of “Certificate Holder” on the Certificate instead of “Applicant”

· The need (to satisfy US regulations) to define where mandatory testing is done

· The value of preparing a diagram that provides a visual representation of the relationship of parties included in the proposal.

1.2.  Outstanding Action Items from IECEx WG1 Dubai 2014 Minutes 

Members noted the Actions assigned during the Dubai 2014 WG1 meeting, received reports on progress of those that remain outstanding and agreed to note comments as part of Item 4 above.


	6. IEC Conformity Assessment Systems Harmonised Basic Rules

Members considered the draft IEC Harmonised Basic Rules and a proposed IECEx Supplement.
Documents considered : 
1. prExMC/987/CD, IEC Harmonised Basic Rules - Draft

2. prExMC/988/CD, IECEx Supplement – Proposed Draft
via an initial address by the IECEx Secretary that provided the background to the concept of a single Harmonised Basic Rules (HBRs) for all four IEC Conformity Assessment Systems and then a further presentation by the IECEx Secretary on the specific details of the two documents circulated as meeting papers.
In support of the comments by the IECEx Secretary, the IECEx Chairman commented that even if the HBRs exist it is essential that the CA Systems retain the right to prepare, endorse and maintain lower hierarchy documents such as Operational Documents, Guides, etc.
Following discussion on the two papers, the meeting indicated general agreement with the concept of Harmonised BR with  the supplement and agreed to propose the following changes for ExMC consideration:
RECOMMENDATION #2: that the following changes to be proposed to CAB by the ExMC:

· Draft IEC 01 maybe needs a different label, perhaps IEC CAB 01

· Clause 12 of IEC 01 to add more about voting via correspondence and limit to 1 month noting most of IECEx voting is done via correspondence

· Clarify in Annex B if the Chairman can anyone or is to be the CAB Chairman

· Amend Supplement from ExSSC to ExSFC in 7 d)

· Amend Line 51 of Draft IEC 01 to “…may be complimented or varied by CA System supplements….” to allow future situation of varying Harmonised BR by the Supplement

· Amend “variation” to “supplements” in Clause 0 of the Supplement
· Remove duplication from Clauses 1, 2 and 3 of Supplement with respect to the text in Annex of the HBRs

· Amend title of Clause 3 to “Scope of System”
· Editorials edits regarding the use of upper case text
· Clause 6 of the supplement to include generic reference to Working Groups as being part of the Organisation
· Insert missing item #s in Supplement so that Clause and Item #s align with those in HBRs
· Format of the supplement to include all Clause references of IEC 01

· Line 76 of supplement replace “7.4i” with the text of 7.4i of the current IECEx 01

· Add “ …via correspondence” to the beginning 12.4 of the Supplement

· Add “….to provide a consultation forum to the ExMC on matters relating to ….”  to 9.4.3 of the Supplement and also to the Clause describing ExTAG activities

· Reformat the Supplement and list the committees under ExMC according to  IECEx 02, IECEx 03, IECEx 04, IECEx 05
· Request that CAB clarify the use of “Specifications in the HBR so as to not be confused with “Technical Specifications”

   

	7. Decision Sheet on certification of complex products
Members noted the publication of ExTAG Decision Sheet DS/2015/001 (based on ExTAG/336B/CD) regarding the requirements and the procedure of certification of complex products.   The meeting then considered the application of DS 2015/01 in light of issues raised by AU including the items of their letter dated 6 March 2015.  Issues discussed included:

· The required competence to assess according to IEC 60079-14

· The need to have ExCBs and ExTLs reviewed and approved for IEC 60079-14 

· Concern that as an ExTAG DS the development process was limited to ExTAG without the involvement of the Member Bodies

· The need to expand on the current ExTAG DS to address IEC 60079-14 matters

ACTION #2: Following lengthy discussion, the meeting agreed on the need (i) for RW and JM to advise the AU NC that ExMC WG1 believes there is a need for the current DS while IECE TC31 work continues on the request to them on this matter, and (ii) to propose to ExTAG some improvements to the DS and agreed to form a Task Group to review the DS and propose changes for ExTAG consideration.  The members of the Task Group to include C. Agius (Convenor), R. Sinclair, A. Smith, M. Cole, R. Wigg

 

	8. Conditions of Certification field
Members discussed a proposal for the renaming of the current “Conditions of Certification” field on IECEx Certified Equipment Certificates to  “Specific Conditions of Use” (as used in IEC 60079-0, Ed 6.0, Clause 3.53

3.53

symbol “X”

symbol used to denote specific conditions of use

NOTE The symbol “X” is used to provide a means of identifying that essential
and agreed on the following recommendation for ExMC consideration:
RECOMMENDATION #3: that the ExMC endorse the proposal that the current “Conditions of Certification” field title on IECEx Certified Equipment Certificates be amended to “Specific Conditions of Use” (as used in IEC 60079-0 Ed 6.0, Clause 3.53.


	9. 
Proposed Revision of IECEx 02, Clause 10.4

Members discussed a proposed revision of Clause 10.4 of IECEx 02 and agreed on the following recommendation for ExMC consideration:

RECOMMENDATION #4: that the ExMC endorse the proposal that Clause 10.4 of IECEx 02 be revised as follows: 
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Should the EXCB receiving an EXTR or QAR for recognition consider it to
have been issued in efror, the EXCB that issued the report(s) shall be
informed as soon as possible. If the EXCBs involved arrive at different
conclusions, the case may be referred to the IECEx Board of Appeal by either
of the ExCBS.

Also, should a manufacturer consider an ExTR or QAR to have been issued in
error, the ExCB that issued the repori(s) shall be informed as soon as
possible, If the Issuing ExCB involved arrives at different conclusions, but
another ExCB agrees with the manufacturer, the case may be referred to the
IECEx Board of Appeal by either the involved manufacturer or by either of the
involved ExCBs







	10. 
Revision of Rules & ODs regarding re-assessment period

Members discussed the following suggested Action Item arising from Assessor Training Session in The Hague:
“ExMC WG1 to review Rules and ODs regarding OD 025 Clauses 3.17 and 3.18 and 5.2.2.2.2 regarding the re-assessment period”

and agreed on the following action:

ACTION #3: the Secretariat to conduct a review to ensure consistency


	11. 
Deputy Signatories for Certificates

Members discussed the following Action Item arising from Assessor Training Session in The Hague:
“Mandate (perhaps in OD 009) the need for deputies for Certificate Signatories OR establish procedures to prevent the issue of certificates in the absence / ‘inability’ of the ‘defined signatory’”

and also a proposal that OD 009 be amended to clarify that the person ‘signing off’ on an ExTR cannot be involved in the evaluation. The meeting agreed on the following Action:

ACTION #4: the Secretariat to prepare a draft revision of OD009 for ExMC  consideration.


	12. 
Acceptance of IECEx Test Data in IECEE System

Members discussed an enquiry regarding the acceptance of test results prepared for the IECEx System for certification under other IEC CA Systems eg. IECEE and agreed that there is no current need to review any of the IECEx Rules nor to request any action from IECEE.



	13. Indemnification of ExCB and ExTL Liabilities.  

Members discussed a paper outlining a proposal from UL regarding Indemnification of ExCB and ExTL Liabilities based on ExTAG/328/CD. This was prepared in response to the following ExTAG assigned Actions relevant to ExMC WG1:
Mr Paul Kelly and the IECEx Secretary to prepare a paper for forwarding to ExMC WG01 for further consideration regarding Indemnification of ExCB and ExTL Liabilities (ExTAG/328/CD). 
In support of the proposal, Mike Slowinske addressed the meeting noting the practices of the IECEE and the minimum level of insurance coverage that each NCB must have.

ACTION #5: At the conclusion of the discussion Mr Maalouf and Mr Slowinske agreed to further consider the situation and arrangements of the IECEE to see if this is valid for IECEx and provide a report to the next meeting of ExMC WG1.



	14.  Proposal for an  ExTAG Decision Sheet
Members considered an enquiry from UL regarding the treatment of TS documents (for example TS-60079-40) in the IECEx System and were requested to note the progress on the approval (votes close on 14th April 2015) and publication of an ExTAG Decision Sheet based on ExTAG/361/CD. As background to the enquiry Mike Slowinske (UL) addressed the meeting noting that the DS is a draft and invited comments.
During discussions Mr Wigg suggested that there is a need for guidance on appropriate action for products ‘certified’ against a TS when:

1. A TS is replaced by a Standard

2. A TS is withdrawn before it progresses to becoming a Standard

Following discussion it was agreed that it is possible to issue a CoC to IEC 60079-40 providing it is done in conjunction with at least one other protection technique standard.
It was also agreed that the Draft DS needs to be updated to reflect this point and that we possibly need a new TCD for IEC 60079-40. In respect of this agreement a concern was raised that this DS was prepared in house by ExTAG and may have served us better if the ExMC could be involved in the future.
RECOMMENDATION #5: that ExTAG revise the text of the draft Decision Sheet to take account of the discussions at this ExMC WG1 meeting.


	15. Consideration of any additional work for WG1 for the immediate future.  
Members were invited to raise items that relate to the IECEx Equipment Certification Scheme Rules ahead of the next ExMC meeting in Christchurch, New Zealand in September 2015. There were no items raised in response.



	16. Other Business

16.1  Status of new Standard 60079-33 its use (IECEx Chairman)

The IECEx Chairman queried the status of IEC 60079-33 and also the level of actual / expected demand for certification to this Standard.  In reply to this enquiry the IECEx Secretary advised of a similar enquiry from AU NC regarding the process for obtaining scope extensions for include IEC 60079-33. It was then agreed that:

· A desk top review can address the scope extension of an ExCB and ExTL according to the ExMC/251/ Document

· The previous requirement for at least two ExCBs to participate before certification can commence relates to the operation of a Scheme and not to the introduction of a Standard

16.2  Regarding Clause 11.1 of IECEx 02 -  is there a need to change re CNEx issue
The IECEx Chairman raised the CNEx issue as discussed at the 2014 ExMC meeting and in noting an update from the IECEx Secretary on the status of CNEx’s application, suggested that there is a need to review IECEx 02.
RECOMMENDATION #6: that ExMC agreed that “….where a national scheme exists or where IECEx is accepted as the national scheme.” be added to the 3rd bullet point in Clause 11.1.1 of IECEx 02.   

ACTION #6: The Secretariat to prepare a draft revision of IECEx 02 accordingly.
16.3   Increase the quality of the IECEx CoCs improved supervision of CoCs

The IECEx Chairman raised the question of the current level of checking done on CoCs with the Secretariat advising of the average 10% checking done and the need to provide ExCBs with some further tools such as Training Videos for ExCBs on using the On-Line System.

Both R Wigg and G Schwarz raised problems with information on Certificates with the Secretariat proposing and members agreeing that a special agenda topic for the closed session of the ExTAG meeting be held to provide “Stakeholder” feedback on the quality of the certificates in terms of information in CoCs, with R Wigg and G Schwarz agreeing to prepare a presentation.  The format and timing to be discussed within the Executive and should be held during the ExTAG Closed session.  

RECOMMENDATION #7: that the Executive consider the inclusion of a Stakeholder Feedback session in the next ExTAG Closed Session with Mr Schwarz and Mr Wigg to present (subject to the acceptance of this recommendation by the Executive.
16.4  Decision 2014/20 of a review Board to review assessment reports
Nick Maalouf of CA addressed the meeting noting the decision from the Hague ExMC meeting with concerns over the level of information in Summary Assessment Reports submitted for Voting by ExMC Members and presented a view that ExMC Members need more information in Assessment reports submitted for voting.

Mr Maalouf outlined a draft proposal (as tabled as ‘OB#1 ….’) as a possible solution by creating a Review Group to review information and act as additional ‘eyes’.

The meeting discussed the current process noting the difference reporting documents generated during the assessment process and that, to date, these are being held confidentially at the Secretariat with a summary report being issued to summarise the assessment.

During further discussion the draft proposal from CA it was recognised as one possible solution to an, as yet, unclear problem, but it was questioned whether or not there should be further consideration of the overall process of IECEx ExCB and ExTL assessments before arriving at a single solution as there could well be other options.  Members noted that a development of the CA proposal and any other options should include reviews of :

1. Existing review processes

2. Existing voting policies and processes

3. Assessment report formats (and the need to emphasise mandatory items to assessors)

4. Which persons or groups can / should be involved

5. The role, if any, of ExMC WG1

6. A need to establish additional ExMC Working Group(s)

In light of the discussions the meeting agreed that, given the almost twenty years of IECEx existence, it is an appropriate time for a full review of the assessment process including the standard reporting forms used and agreed to a proposal to ExMC that ExMC WG1, via a dedicated Task Group of WG1 under the leadership of Mr Maalouf, accept an Action to undertake a full review of the IECEx ExCB and ExTL assessment process.  On this basis Mr Maalouf advised that CA will revise their proposal before presenting to the 2015 ExMC Meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION #8: that the ExMC endorse the establishment of an ExMC WG1 Task Group (under the convenorship of Mr Maalouf) tasked with conducting a full review of the IECEx ExCB and ExTL assessment process.
16.5  Alignment with ATEX Requirements to bring both closer 

Mr Gerhard Schwarz addressed the meeting on a proposal aimed at raising the value and EU acceptance of IECEx through an alignment between IECEx and ATEX on the issue of promoting “State of the Art”.

In support of this proposal Mr Schwarz presented a paper (as tabled as ‘OB#2 …’, ‘OB#2A …’ and ‘OB#2B …’) suggesting the introduction of “Validity of IECEx CoCs” and proposed that ExMC WG1 group consider such a concept.  The meeting discussed this and agreed to include this on the agenda for the 2016 meeting of ExMC WG1.

ACTION #7: the Secretary to include an agenda item for the 2016 ExMC WG1 meeting on this matter under the title of “State of the Art Requirements.


	17. Next Working Group 1 Meeting

Members agreed to convene the next meeting of ExMC WG1 at UL LLC premises in Northbrook, IL, USA in conjunction with the 2016 series of IECEx Operational Meetings in the week commencing 23rd May 2016.



	18. Close of Working Group 1 Meeting @ 4:20 p.m.


	


Working Group WG5 – Quality System requirements of Ex Manufacturers

Attendance:  


Mark Amos (MA) 
IECEx Secretariat & Interim Convenor


Marty Cole 
WG1 Convenor


Thorsten Arnhold
IECEx Chairman


David Adams 
QPS (CA)


Jasmin Omerovic
UL International DEMKO A/S (DK)


Michael Slowinske
UL LLC (US)


Andy Smith
Sira Certification (GB)


Ralph Wigg
E-x Solutions International Pty Ltd (AU)


Gerhard Schwarz
GSA Consult (DE)


Ron Sinclair
SGS Baseefa (GB)


Nick Maalouf
QPS (CA)

Risto Sulonen
VTT (FI)

Chris Agius (CA) 
IECEx Executive Secretary

Allan Ogden
SGS Baseefa (GB)
[Observer]

David Turner 
Simtars (AU) 
[Observer]

Janet Middlehurst
SIRA (GB) 
[Observer]

Apologies:


Jeffery Olson (JO) 
WG5 Convenor

Alexander Zalogin
IECEx Vice Chairman



Evans Massey
Baldor Electric Company – ABB (US)


Thierry Houeix
INERIS (FR)


Theo Pijpker
DEKRA (NL)


Uwe Klausmeyer
PTB Germany


Guenter Gabriel
Pepperl+Fuchs GmbH


Viktor Bairak
VNIEF Russia

Zhang Wei
CQM (CN)

Yumin Bo
CNCA (CN)
AGENDA

	SUBJECT

	1. OPENING OF THE WORKING GROUP 5 MEETING (to commence at the conclusion of ExMC WG1 meeting)

Opening of the meeting at 4:25 p.m. by Mark Amos of the IECEx Sectretariat acting as Convenor in the absence of Mr Olson, followed by self-introduction of the participants, and noting of apologies for absence.



	2. WG5 Terms of Reference and Membership

Members noted and confirmed (without comment or questions) the ExMC WG5 Terms of Reference and Membership (as indicated on IECEx Website).


	3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – Working Group 5 

Members approved the agenda without additions.


	4. Report / Discussion on Action Items from Dubai 2014  Meeting
Members noted, without comment or questions, a report from the Secretariat on progress on Action Items from the Dubai 2014Meeting as summarised in Annex B to the Agenda.
Document referenced : 2014 WG5 Meeting report in ExMC/948/R


	5. Report / Discussion on Action Items from The Hague 2014 ExMC Meeting
Members were invited to report on progress of action in response to Decision 2014/40 from The Hague 2014 IECEx ExMC regarding the acceptance of ExMC WG1 Recommendation #6 (refer ExMC/948/R) that the revision of IECEx OD 033 be allocated to ExMC WG5 with WG5 to note that the revision should include 

· consideration of non-electric equipment

· recognition and treatment of any differences between ‘batch testing’ and ‘unit verification’ 

· consideration of an alternative set of requirements as defined in ISO / IEC 80079-34 OR an alternative approach to the application of 80079-34 to assist the entry of non-electric equipment into the IECEx System noting the possibility of less experience with ISO 9001 in the non-electric sector (and the potential impacts of the new edition of ISO 9001 under preparation). Also, it should be clear that IECEx does not require Quality Management Systems to be certified

No report was tabled.



	6. Revision to IECEx Quality Assessment Report Form (F-001) regarding IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System Proposal from UL

Members received an update from the Secretariat on progress on the preparation of a Draft Revision of F001 by the Task Force formed at the Paris 2012 meeting of WG5 (refer Items 4 and 5 and Action 1 in ExMC/743/R)  

NOTE: see also Item 9.3 of ExMC/819A/RM and Item 9 of ExMarkCo June 2012 meeting minutes.
The meeting then noted the remarks from both Gerhard Schwarz and Mike Slowinske regarding the need to finalise this matter. It was agreed that F-001 be revised as proposed most recently by Mr Schwarz and Mr Slowinske and then proceed to publication.
ACTION #1: the Secretariat to prepare a final version of a revised F-001 to include updated references proposed by Mr Schwarz and then proceed to publication.


	7.  IECEx Audit Assessments

7.1. Reminder to ExCBs  concerning audit timeframes

Members noted, without comment or questions, a reminder to ExCBs regarding Item 5 from Paris 2012 meeting of WG5 (refer ExMC/743/R, Item 9).

7.2. Feedback on IECEx Audit Assessments

Members to raise any matters regarding feedback from manufacturer audits under IECEx.
The meeting discussed feedback from some of the ExCBs concerning auditing and the new pending ISO 9001 Standard, noting the introduction of Risk Based thinking as well as the increasing use of site sampling by ISO 9001 Certifiers, and agreed to raise this as a concern to the IECEx ExMC posing the question that the difference in time periods between audits for manufacturers holding ISO 9001 certificates and those that do not should be removed. 
RECOMMENDATION #1: that ExMC review the current provision for a difference in time period between IECEx 02 Scheme surveillance audits of those manufacturers with, and those without, ISO 9001 certification.


	8.  Other Business

Nil.



	9.  Next Working Group 5 Meeting

Members agreed to convene the next meeting of ExMC WG5 at UL LLC premises in Northbrook, IL, USA in conjunction with the 2016 series of IECEx Operational Meetings in the week commencing 23rd May 2016.



	10.  Close of Working Group 5 Meeting @ 5:00 p.m.
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