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Use of Manufacturer Test Data for IECEx Certification

QUESTIONNAIRE – Version 2 
ISSUE

The IECEx 02 IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme covering equipment for use in explosive atmospheres – Rules of Procedure require (as per listed Clauses) 

8.1 IECEx Certificate of Conformity

8.1.1 Issue

An IECEx Certificate of Conformity is issued by an ExCB, on the basis of an ExTR and QAR.

It certifies that the type of Ex equipment identified on the certificate conforms in all relevant respects with the standard(s) specified on the certificate.

8.2 IECEx Test Report (ExTR)

8.2.1 Preparation

An ExTR is prepared and issued by an ExTL but must be endorsed by an ExCB, associated with the ExTL, recording the product design assessment, examination and assessment and testing work carried out in order to verify the conformity of Ex equipment with the requirements of the stated standards.

8.2.8 Testing at other locations

While it is usually expected that testing would be conducted at either the ExTL’s own test premises, IECEx OD 024 covers the situations where testing is conducted at either (or a combination of) manufacturer’s or end user’s own location.

NOTE This may include full witness or partial witnessing of tests performed.

and as such there is no current facility for manufacturer data or test results to be accepted by an IECEx ExTL/ExCB where that test was not conducted by IECEx ExTL/ExCB staff or witnessed, either in full or partially, by IECEx ExTL/ExCB staff.

BACKGROUND
During the 2011 ExMC meeting in Split (Croatia), the question was raised as to the possibility of an IECEx 02 Rules revision that would allow ExTLs/ExCBs to accept tests that were not witnessed at all, either in full or partially, by ExTL/ExCB staff (referred to as ‘un-witnessed’ tests). The rationale for accepting such ‘un-witnessed’ tests would be that, while not involving the direct presence of the ExTL/ExCBs, the ‘un-witnessed’ tests would be under the control of the ExTL/ExCBs through IECEx supervised / audited procedures (that do not exist at this time). In response to this question, and in accordance with ExMC Decision 2011/40, a Questionnaire (‘Version 1”) was sent to all IECEx Member bodies. 
ACTION

This revised version of the Questionnaire (ExMC/717A/Q) is being circulated in a revised form as agreed by the IECEx Management Committee (ExMC) at their September 2012 meeting in Calgary (refer ExMC/819A/RM, Item 8.4) following discussion by the ExMC on the responses to Version 1 of the Questionnaire (ExMC/717/Q).

Therefore, we would appreciate IECEx Member Bodies completing this Questionnaire and returning it to Mark Amos at the IECEx Secretariat, as indicated on the form by 10th May 2013.
 
Kind regards

Chris Agius

IECEx Secretariat
IECEx Secretariat

Level 7 286 Sussex Street, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia

Telephone: +61 282066940
Telefax: +61282066272
E-mail: info@iecex.com   Web: www.iecex.com
IECEx Questionnaire – Use of Manufacturer Test Data 
BACKGROUND
Current editions of relevant IECEx Rules of Procedure and Operational Documents require that each test from an IEC Ex standard that is performed in support of an IECEx ExTR package for Ex equipment or components be:

· 
conducted at an ExTL facility by ExTL / ExCB staff, or

· 
witnessed, either in full or partially, at other than the ExTL facility by ExTL / ExCB staff in accordance with OD 024.

This questionnaire is being used to survey IECEx Member Bodies on the issues associated with the acceptance of manufacturer test data or ‘un-witnessed” testing results for IECEx Equipment certification purposes.
Although the precise arrangements for the possible acceptance of “un-witnessed” testing results have not yet been discussed, it is important that in answering the following questions it should be assumed that there will be a carefully controlled regime, given in IECEx Operational Documents, in which it can be demonstrated that the ExTL has control over the process that the manufacturer is applying to the testing.
Please complete this questionnaire (as a MS Word document, inserting space and table rows as required for extra text) and return by the due date of         10 May 2013 via email to:

Mark Amos

IECEx Secretariat

E-mail: mark.amos@iecex.com
Fax: +61 2 82066272

Questionnaire completed for IECEx Member Body Country: 

by:

Name:

Organisation: 

Position/ Title: 

Signature:

Date:            

ISSUE 1: Regulator acceptance of the results of “un-witnessed” tests 

Q1.  
Do the legislators or regulators in your country allow the results of tests against the requirements of IEC Ex standards to be accepted by your national testing & certification agencies for issuing national or regional certification if the tests have NOT been witnessed (either in full or partially) by an IECEx ExTL’s or ExCB’s staff? 
□Yes 
- please provide details below then go to Q2. 
OR
□No – now go to Q2.
	


* Add extra space in the block above if required
Q2. 
Do national regulations in your country allow your national testing & certification agencies to accept IECEx Test Reports issued by ExCBs in other countries on the basis of manufacturer data or using test results from ‘un-witnessed’ testing for issuing IECEx Equipment Certificates of Conformity in your country?
□ Yes
 - please provide details below then go to Q3.
OR
 
□ No – now go to Q3.
	


* Add extra space in the block above if required
Q3.
Do national regulations in your country recognize / accept an IECEx Equipment Certificate of Conformity issued by an ExCB in another country on the basis of manufacturer data or using test results from ‘un-witnessed’ testing?
□ Yes
 - please provide details below then go to Q4.
OR
□ No – now go to Q4.
	


* Add extra space in the block above if required
Q4.   Do the legislators or regulators in your country restrict the list of IEC Ex standards or the list of tests from IEC Ex standards that can be used for ‘un-witnessed’ testing to support the issue of national or regional certification: 

□Yes - now go to Q5.
OR
□No – now go to Issue 2 and then Q6.
Q5. 
Please specify, in the space below, the IEC Ex Standards or tests from IEC Ex standards that are allowed to be used for ‘un-witnessed’ testing in your country to support the issue of national or regional certification:
	
	

	
	

	
	


* Add extra table rows above if required
ISSUE 2: Regulation Based Controls
The level of independent or third party scrutiny applied to the results of ‘un-witnessed’ testing and the management of testing processes and systems has been raised as a concern.  This raises the question of who accepts responsibility for the results from ‘un-witnessed’ testing? Who should accept responsibility?

Q6. 
What, if any, legal or regulatory framework controls require your national testing & certification agencies to perform supervision / auditing and to declare responsibility for ‘un-witnessed’ tests used in support of the issue of national or regional certification?  (Please provide a brief summary of any existing controls below)
	1.



	2.



	3.




* Add extra table rows above if required

ISSUE 3: Member Body Views
Currently no IECEx Rules or Operational Documents allow for National Differences and as such, they apply to all members in full.  The IECEx Management Committee has been asked to explore the possibility of developing a program, acceptable to members and relevant regulator, to accept the use of results from ‘un-witnessed’ testing to support IECEx Equipment Certification.

It must be noted that, in the absence of National Differences, a program to allow ‘un-witnessed’ tests would require all ExCBs in all member countries to accept an IECEx Test Report issued by an ExCB on the basis of manufacturer data or test results from ‘un-witnessed’ testing.    This situation has the potential to create a dilemna for the IECEx System if some ExTLs/ExCBs would be able to accept ‘un-witnessed’ tests if their national regulations allow for such AND other ExTLs/ExCBs would have to reject ‘un-witnessed’ tests if their national regulations do NOT allow for such. This is contrary to Clause 10.1 of IECEx 02 (Edition 5).
Q7. 
Does your Member Body support a restriction that prevents any ExTL / ExCB in any IECEx member country accepting ‘un-witnessed’ test results or manufacturer data?
□ Yes
 - now go to Q9.

OR
 
□ No - now go to Q8.
Q8. 
Does your Member Body support the revision of IECEx Rules of Procedure and Operational Documents to provide facilities for National Differences for ‘participating countries’ to enable the acceptance of ‘un-witnessed’ test results or manufacturer data?
□ Yes
 - now go to Q9.

OR
 
□ No - please explain why below then go to Q9.
	


* Add extra space in the block above if required

Q9. 
Does your Member Body support a view that rules or procedures allowing manufacturer data or ‘un- witnessed’ test results need to be subject to the “… same rigor as testing conducted at an ExTL” (refer IECEx OD 024, Clause 1.4) AND should be able to provide the same type of information as required by IECEx 02,  Annex C?
□ Yes
 - now go to END. 
OR
 □ No – please provide below the reasons why not then go to END.
	


* Add extra space in the block above if required
END OF QUESTIONS
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