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ExMC(Melbourne/TC31 Chairman)09

Report from TC 31 to IECEx ExMC Meeting in Melbourne
3-4 September 2009
This report covers the activities of IEC Committee TC 31 Equipment for Explosives Atmospheres since the last meeting of IECEx Scheme in October 2008.

The last plenary meeting of TC 31 was held on 20-21 November 2008 in São Paulo, Brazil.  
58 people attended the meeting from 22 different countries.  

Some outcomes of this meeting were:

· TC31 agreed to form a new WG, to take over the existing work of AdHoc WG4.  The new WG is WG32 Creepage and Clearance Distances.
· It was announced that Nick Ludlam took over as Secretary for IEC/SC 31G.
· On completion of the current program Methods and Material Data will be managed by SC 31M not the main committee TC 31.
· TC31 recommended that a formal liaison be formed between TC31 WG28 and IEC SC 61J to deal with the issue of vacuum cleaners used in hazardous dust atmospheres.  This has now led the formation of a joint WG with SC 61J after a joint meeting was held in Windsor prior to the CAG meeting.
A meeting of the TC 31 Chairman’s Advisory Group was held in Windsor, UK on 2 and 3 April 2009.  This was the first meeting attended by the new Secretary Mick Maghar.  Some outcomes of this meeting were:

· The CAG supported the approach of relocating some of the “nC” requirements of 60079-15 to the flameproof standard 60079-1 as “dc” (EPL Gc) and considering some of the EPL Ga flameproof proposals of the draft 60079-33 as “da”.
· The CAG supported the approach of relocating the “nA” requirements of 60079-15 to the increased safety standard 60079-7 as “ec” (EPL Gc).
· The CAG reiterated its support for the development of a database for the gas and dust material / physical property data currently contained in 60079-20-1 and 80079-20-2 61241-2-X). Advice from IEC CO is being sought as to the possibility of this approach.
· There was discussion on the future location of requirements for the electrical installation of trace heating (currently in 60079-30-2). The decision on how to proceed will be made at the 2009 TC31 Plenary meeting. MT60079-14 and MT60079-30 were encouraged to circulate position papers as “INF” documents to allow NCs to make an informed decision at the TC31 Plenary.
· It was agreed to set up a Task Group within MT60079-/13 to address the revisions to 60079-2 to incorporate the “dust” requirements of 61241-4.  Mark Coppler (US) agreed to take on this work and will work with the Convenor to implement this. 
· The CAG supported the formation of an adhoc Working Group to consider what changes could be required to TC31 standards to better address arctic or other low temperature conditions.

Meetings of MTs and WGs continue on a regular basis.
The next plenary meeting of TC 31 is scheduled for 21-22 November 2009 in Tel Aviv, Israel and the next meeting of CAG will take place in Split, Croatia on 22-23 April 2009.
Some current projects:
· Combining gas and dust standards
· On-going introduction of Equipment Protection Levels (EPLs)

· Bringing all standards into 60079 series

· Electrostatics – joint working group with TC 101.
· New work on special protection ‘s’ – convenor of project team is Ralph Wigg.
· New work on Quality management systems for Ex manufacturers – to be ISO/IEC 80079-34 – convenor of the project team is Thierry Houeix.  OD005 has formed the basis for the development of this standard.
· Revision of requirements developed by SC 61J on vacuum cleaners for hazardous dust areas in the joint WG mentioned earlier.
Standards and associated documents issued in last 12 months:
	Number
	Edition 
	Date
	Title

	IEC 60079-18
	3
	2009-05
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 18: Equipment protection by encapsulation "m"

	IEC 60079-10-2

(supersedes IEC 61241-10)
	1
	2009-04
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 10-2: Classification of areas - Combustible dust atmospheres

	IEC 60079-18 

Corrigendum 1


	3
	2009-06
	Corrigendum 1 - Explosive atmospheres –

Part 18: Equipment protection by encapsulation “m”

	IEC 60079-26

Corrigendum 1
	2
	2009-03
	Corrigendum 1 - Explosive atmospheres - Part 26: Equipment with equipment protection level (EPL) Ga

	IEC 60079-10-1

(supersedes IEC 60079-10)


	1
	2008-12
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 10-1: Classification of areas - Explosive gas atmospheres

	IEC 60079-29-1 

I-SH 01


	1
	2009-07
	Interpretation sheet 1 - Explosive atmospheres - Part 29-1: Gas detectors - Performance requirements of detectors for flammable gases

	IEC 60079-31

(supersedes 

IEC 61241-1)
	1
	2008-11
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 31: Equipment dust ignition protection by enclosure "t"

	 IEC 60079-0

I-SH 01
	5
	2008-11
	Interpretation sheet 1 - Explosive atmospheres - Part 0: Equipment - General requirements

	 IEC 60079-0 

I-SH 01
	4
	2008-11
	Interpretation sheet 1 - Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres - Part 0: General requirements

	 IEC 60079-0

I-SH 01
	3
	2008-11
	Interpretation sheet 1 - Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres - Part 0: General requirements

	IEC 60079-1

Corrigendum 1 
	6
	2008-9
	Corrigendum 1 - Explosive atmospheres - Part 1: Equipment protection by flameproof enclosures "d"


Standards nearing completion:
	Document Number
	Date
	Title

	31/819/FDIS
	2009-8-7
	IEC 60079-29-4 Ed. 1.0: Explosive atmospheres - Part 29-4: Gas Detectors - Performance requirements of open path detectors for flammable gases

	31/794/CDV
	2009-2-20
	IEC 60079-13 Ed. 1.0: Explosive atmospheres - Part 13: Equipment - protected by pressurized rooms "p"

	31/769/CDV
	2008-9-5
	IEC 60079-20-1 Ed. 1.0: Explosive Atmospheres - Part 20-1: Material characteristics - Gas and vapour classification, test methods and data

	31/762/CDV
	2008-7-4
	IEC 60079-15 Ed. 4.0: Explosive atmospheres - Part 15: Equipment protection by type of protection "n"

	31G/186/CDV
	2008-9-19
	IEC 60079-25 Ed. 2.0: Explosive atmospheres - Part 25: Intrinsically safe systems


Please note that the above information on recently published standards and standards nearing completion is kept up-to-date http://www.jimmunro.org/tc-31-documents/ 
Some developments of interest in IEC:

· TC 31 standard IEC 60079-18 Edition 3 Explosive atmospheres – Part 18: Equipment protection by encapsulation “m” has just been published in a new approach called Redline.  This provides users of the standard with clearer information on what has changed since the last edition of the standard.  This approach is likely to be of particular use to equipment designers and manufacturers who will have a clearer understanding of whether existing equipment is likely to comply with the latest edition.  It will also be very helpful to certification and testing bodies to understand what changes need to be made to assessment procedures and testing facilities.

· IEC advised that from early August 2009, it will be possible to order more than 8,000 replaced or withdrawn IEC Publications directly from the IEC Webstore. This should particularly useful when prior editions of Ex standards are needed for testing and certification of Ex products.  
· IEC 60079-29-4 Edition 1 (2009-08) Explosive atmospheres – Part 29-4: Gas detectors – Performance requirements of open path detectors for flammable gases has been issued for voting as a Final Draft International Standard (FDIS) but can be bought now rather than waiting for the published standard. This is a relatively new approach being used by IEC.  Once published you will receive the definitive version. This special package allows you to save 25%. No technical changes are permitted at the FDIS stage and so you are getting a document that is very close to the final standard.

I have established a discussion forum on the networking website Linkin called the Explosive Atmospheres Group (The Ex Family).  This provides the opportunity for exchanging ideas and highlighting news on Ex matters.  This now has over 100 members.  Anyone involved in Ex is welcome to apply to join.  The link is http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1868706&trk=anet_ug_hm.
It is always a pleasure to work with IECEx and to see the extensive use being made of our TC 31 standards.
Jim Munro

Chairman IEC Committee TC 31

3 September 2009
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