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ExTAG Christchurch 2015 Meeting Report
1. Opening and Welcome
The Chairman, Professor Xu Jianping, opened the meeting at 09.00 a.m. on Tuesday 15th September 2015 first thanking the host the New Zealand Member Body, and their sponsors, for the excellent host facilities for these meetings. He welcomed all members and observers and especially those who first attend to the meeting. He then welcomed special guests Simon Barrowcliff and Marty Cole as member of the IEC Conformity Assessment Board, Jim Munro the former TC31 Chairman and IECEx Executive members. He finally acknowledged the IECEx Executive secretariat team.
Professor Xu Jianping then invited Mr. Gary House to speak to the members. Mr. House welcomed attendance to Christchurch. He briefly introduced past events in Christchurch concerning the earth quake and thanked members to have accepted invitation, which is very important to support recovery of the city. He reminded that a dinner is scheduled for Wednesday evening.

Professor Xu Jianping reminded the Observers that they would not be able to attend the “Closed Session”.

2. Approval of the Agenda
Document noted:

ExTAG/388B/DA Draft Agenda the Seventeenth Meeting of the ExTAG to be held in Christchurch, New Zealand 15th September, 2015
The Chairman then sought approval of the agenda from the members. He reminded that several green papers have already been posted on the website dedicated to this meeting. He also explained that three decisions or proposals have been generated from the ExTAG training workshop performed the day before. These matters will be added for further discussion to items 15 of this agenda “Other business”.

The Chairman invited any questions, comments or any other matter that the floor would like to add to the agenda. There were no comments raised. The members approved the Draft Agenda ExTAG/388B/DA, noting some updated meeting documents as listed on the meeting website at http://www.iecex.com/christchurch/green_papers.html.
3.
Report of the ExTAG The Hague Meeting 26th August 2014
3.1
To note the Report of the last meeting held in The Hague, 26th August 2014, and subsequent action items from the meeting.  


Document noted:

ExTAG/346/R Report of the Meeting of the ExTAG held in The Hague, The Netherlands, 26th August 2014
The Report was noted. As there were no comments on the Report during the session, or received after circulation and prior to the meeting, the Chairman moved to the next item.

3.2
To note a report of the action items by the ExTAG Chairman on the ExTAG 2014The Hague Meeting.

The ExTAG Chairman provided a status report on the actions arising from The Hague 2014 Meeting and which are detailed in “Annex A” of ExTAG/346/R. 
Members were asked to note the completion of most items, while, the Chairman advised, others were covered by items on the agenda. 

4.
Report on ExTAG Christchurch Training Workshop held Monday 14th September 2015
The Chairman then gave a brief summary of the ExTAG Training Workshop, held on the previous day, highlighting the main points.

He commenced by advising that this was a very successful workshop session, opened to Test Laboratories, Certification Bodies and observers. He reported that there had been six presentations:

· Update on the IECEx website tools (Mark Amos)
· Certification of assemblies under the IECEx 02 scheme (Ron Sinclair)
· Impact of the new IEC 60079-32 standard and technical specification (Julien Gauthier)
· Guidance regarding application of OD 203 relative to trade agent and local assembler (Ron Sinclair)
· Requirements to ensure compliance and traceability of test equipment (Jim Munro)
· Proficiency testing program on electrostatic charge tests (Tim Krause)
He then gave a brief outline of the presentations and informed the members that these presentations are now available on the IECEx web site.
Mr. Mark Amos from IECEx Secretariat gave an overview of IECEx website and IECEx tools (training videos and mobile App V2.0). He has also reminded the requirements for all ExCB to ensure the follow-up of CoC (for example with a “Suspended” status) and QAR (use of the tool “out of date QAR”).
From the question of the floor, the following points were highlighted:

· a photograph may be added to the CoC in order to ensure a good description of products. This proposal has been added as other business item for discussion.
· a new section may be added to the OD 009 in order to clarify the process to be followed in case of change of ExCB for the surveillance of manufacturer and issuance of QAR. This proposal has been added as other business item for discussion in order to recommend, if agreed, to the ExMC the review of OD 009.
· the possibility for the ExCB to change the CoC from equipment to component has been raised. The matter is transferred to IECEx Executive for consideration.

· The rules IECEx 02 requires that the IECEx CoC mentions the reference of the instructions manual. This may be discussed during the meeting agenda, item 10.2.
Then, Mr. Ron Sinclair from Baseefa, based on the DS 2015/001, gave an overview of current requirements for the assessment of assemblies. He also opened the discussion to the definition of the word “assembly” by the reference to ATEX practices: may an assembly be defined as a “single functional unit”? According to the discussion, it appears that this wording needs to be clarified.

He introduced the complementary requirements that are included in the proposed revised DS which would be discussed during this meeting. One main point is the requirement relative to the competencies of the ExCB for the use of the standard IEC 60079-14.

Mr. Julien Gauthier, ExTAG Secretary, gave a presentation on the different existing standards regarding test and assessment of electrostatic charges on external non-metallic materials. He especially highlighted the method of transferred charge assessment that has been removed from the last edition of the standard. Nevertheless, the discussions have shown that there is no need at this time for a DS to address this matter. It is reminded that if this method is to be used, the assessment may be performed according to the N-1 edition of the standard.

Mr. Ron Sinclair from Baseefa, gave a presentation on the OD 203 about trade agent and assemblers. Regarding trade agents, he first introduced valuable definition regarding the wording applicant and manufacturers. He also introduced some recommendation in order to ensure a good traceability regarding the QAR summary available on line. Regarding assemblers, he gave recommendations about the process to be followed to ensure their surveillance.

The discussions after the presentations raised some interesting questions, for example:

· split this OD in two different ODs has it addresses two different subjects

· add an hidden part to the IECEx website to avoid cross-references to be publically available

Mr. Jim Munro gave a presentation relative to the compliance and traceability of test equipment used by ExTLs. Especially he presented:
· the need for test equipment to be demonstrated compliant with standards and ensure traceability

· examples of standards and associated test equipment

Mr Tim Krause from PTB gave a technical presentation relative to the electrostatic hazard and the test requirements on standards IEC 60079-0 and IEC 60079-32-2. After a presentation of the physical phenomena, he explained the differences introduced in the standard IEC 60079-32-2. At the end of the presentation, it has been reminded and agreed that the IEC 60079-32-2, for now may be used in the purpose of the issuance of an ExTR but cannot be used in the purpose of the issuance an IECEx CoC.

The Chairman invited any questions/comments. There were no questions raised.
5.  
IECEx Equipment Scheme - Overview
The Chairman first explained that this item would also cover item 11 of this meeting, which is similar. He then invited the IECEx Secretary, Mr Chris Agius, to report on this agenda item.

Mr Agius gave a presentation relative to the IECEx System. He first reminded some IEC information relative to IEC structures and locations of IEC offices.Then he gave some details about IECEx systems key indicators below.
5.1
Membership

· 33 Countries as members of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC and two countries to join in the next future (Belgium and Greece)
· 50 Accepted ExCBs (11 applicants) and 57 Accepted ExTLs (8 applicants) for IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme
· 13 Accepted ExCBs (and 2 Applicants) for IECEx Certified Service Facilities Scheme

· 15 Accepted License issuing ExCBs for IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing Scheme
· 8 Accepted ExCBs (and 4 Applicants) for IECEx Certification of Personnel Competencies (CoPC)  Scheme

· IECEx Recognised Training Provider Program (RTPP) : 4  Recognised Training Providers (RTPs) and number of applicants interested
5.2
Statistics

· 49,497 CoCs and reports issued at this time across all schemes
· represents a growth of 18.5%
5.3
IECEx Website and related
· Introduction of RTPs dedicated webpage
· Addition of training videos
· Smart Phone and PAD new apps released
5.4
Promotional activities
· 2015 IECEx 2 days Conference in Gdansk, Poland

· 2015 PCIC Europe participation

· 2015 PCIC Middle East participation 

· 2015 GSO Conference, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

· 2015  Ex TC Conference, Shanghai China
· IECEx Industry Symposium, Singapore

· New conference to be held in New Delhi, India (first or second quarter 2016)
The Chairman invited any questions/comments. There were no questions raised. He thanked the IECEx Executive Secretary for this presentation and exciting pieces of information showing the growth of the system, especially regarding new members and tools available.  
6
Items raised during the ExMC WG1 Toronto 2015 Meeting that may impact on ExTAG

The Chairman introduced the discussion by brief overview of the documents. He explained that the ExTAG/361/CD was intended to allow component certification according to the IEC TS 60079-40 and that number of members supported this document. He also explained the view of some members requiring the opportunity to issue CoC for equipment, and not limited to components.

Finally he presented the topic of using a Technical Specification in the frame of CoC issuance, instead of standards only.
Documents discussed:

ExTAG/377/CD – Discussion paper – Use of TS Publications in the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme
ExTAG/361/CD –Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – IECEx Certificates issued to show compliance with IEC TS 60079-40

Documents noted:

ExTAG/378/CC – Compilation of comments and observations on     ExTAG/361/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – IECEx Certificates issued to show compliance with IEC TS 60079-40
The Chairman invited the floor for comments and positions. The following points were raised:
· Technical specification goes for publication through a simplified process to that of a standard (and has to be reviewed after 3 years and may become a standard)

· Current IECEx rules allow IEC standards for certification of equipment only

· There is a need to use such technical specification within the IECEx scheme

· This specification should not be used as a stand-alone reference document for the issuance of an equipment CoC or in such case, limited to a component certification
· If used for the issuance of an equipment CoC, it should be used where other Standards are used for the completed product

After extensive discussions, the members agreed with the following decisions:

· The decision sheet ExTAG/361/CD will be update to allow the assessment of equipment in addition to component, with provision regarding the need to assess equipment against other standards including protection concept and then proceed to publication after review by the ExTAG Chairman.
· Recommend to ExMC to review the current IECEx rules in order to allow of IEC publications instead of IEC standards for certification of equipment.
7
Performance feedback from ExCBs and ExTLs (Restricted participation)

(Agenda Item 7- Restricted participation is timed at 11:15 prior tothe lunch break)

The Chairman introduced the topics that would be discussed during the close session:

· Feedback on review of CoCs by industry

· Communication between ExCBs

· IECEx rules and operational documents

· Follow-up of QARs by ExCBs
In the closed session, which took place in the second half of the morning, it has been given a feedback on review of CoC. It has been highlighted the use of old standards and misuse of “Conditions of Certification”. 

It was also raised the issue of communication between ExCB and timeliness of responses from one ExCB to another which is contrary to the rules. All ExCBs and ExTLs have been reminded about their duties to ensure smooth operation of the Scheme and support the IEC brand.

Finally, it has been reminded to ExCBs to ensure a good follow-up of QARs. It was raised that if a manufacturer changes ExCBs regarding the QAR issuance, he may not be aware about the need to update all associated CoCs. It was agreed to recommend to ExMC to consider a revision of OD 009 in order to include a specific section about this requirement.

7.1 
Industry discussion items
Stakeholder Feedback
The Chairman invited Mr. Schwartz and Mr. Wigg to present the results of sample CoC reviews for an overview of the IECEx issued documents seen by end-users.

Mr Schwarz explained that some certificates are in line with scheme requirements, but some others need improvements. 
He highlighted the following main points for consideration:

· Standards used for initial issue are not N or N-1 edition

· Time distance between issuance of a CoC and associated ExTR

· Addition of ‘X’ in the up-issue of CoC

· Wording “Special conditions of safe use” instead of “conditions of certification”

· Conditions of certification not in line with requirements for use

· EPLs marking mentioned but edition of standard applied not requiring EPLs
· Gas group not mentioned in the marking but required by applied standard
Then, Mr. Wigg gave some complementary feedback regarding misuses of conditions of certification (documentation mentioned not supplied by manufacturer, conditions of certification not relevant for end-user as the addition of IP54 enclosure or installation requirements not sufficient to comply with some specific local regulations).

The Chairman thanked the presenter. The IECEx Executive Secretary informed the members that some of these items would be transferred for consideration to the Secretariat and Executive. 
Some comments were raised form the floor regarding some specific points highlighted during presentations that are not formal non-compliance and may be acceptable according to the rules based on some ExTAG DS (for example for IP54 enclosure requirements in specific cases).

The Chairman reminded that on-going surveillance of documents issued is taken into consideration by the IECEx Secretariat, IECEx Assessors and members. He recommended improvement of the online checking and surveillance and this action was taken on board by the IECEx Secretariat.

Mr. Agius also reminded that the recently introduced mid-term surveillance is a welcome help in this area and appreciated by members already assessed and that it should support these improvements in the areas raised by Mr Schwartz and Mr Wigg. He recommended to inform assessors of any particular area to be survey before assessment.
7.2
Co-operation between IECEx Bodies 
The Chairman opened this item by advising that under this item IECEx Bodies are given the opportunity to discuss their working experiences with other ExCBs and ExTLs. Professor Xu Jianping then invited Mr. Agius to report.

The IECEx Executive Secretary advised about some lack of communication between ExCBs in the frame of local certification based on IECEx CoC. He stressed that this kind of situation was frustrating for manufacturer and also contrary to the rules.

A question was raised from the floor regarding the need to up-issue CoCs and associated ExTRs. It was explained that a minor correction does not require a new-issue of the ExTR and associated CoC, but a correction for technical reason require a new issue of CoC and ExTR.

The Chairman concluded by ExCBs and ExTLs duties to ensure smooth operation of the Scheme and support the IEC brand.
7.3 
Operating to IECEx Rules and Operational Documents  

The Chairman introduced this topic by reminding that members shall be in line with existing requirements. He explained to all ExCBs and ExTLs that by being part of the IECEx Scheme they must follow all rules as they did each agree to follow rules by signing the application at the time of joining IECEx.
He then asked for comment to the IECEx Executive Secretary who explained that training relative to  the rules for staff of bodies and especially new staff is essential and asked to assessors the ensure that process for training is in place.

The Chairman invited any questions/comments. There were no questions raised.
7.4 
Maintenance of QARs
For this item, it has been reminded by the Chairman to ExCBs to ensure a good follow-up of QARs and that audit schedules shall be kept in line with the dates of QAR.
It was raised that if a manufacturer changes ExCBs regarding the QAR issuance, he may not be aware about the need to update all associated CoCs. 
It was agreed to recommend to ExMC to consider a revision of OD 009 in order to include a specific section about this requirement.
8    ExTAG Working Group Status - Review

The Chairman introduced this item by advising that the purpose is to review the status of ExTAG Working Groups and current activities.
8.1
ExTAG WG1, Preparation and maintenance of ExTRs
 
Status of ExTRs
 
Working Group 1 is tasked to create, revise and update the Ex Test Reports to be used within the IECEx System. As Mr. Kelly, convenor of this WG was not present, the Chairman invited Mr. Thierry Houeix, to introduce the following documents, including a green paper available on the IECEx website:
Document discussed:

ExTAG/390/R Report from ExTAG Working Group 01 (WG01):

Preparation of assessment and test report forms (ExTRs)
ExTAG(Christchurch/WG1)04 as new report to replace ExTAG/390/R

Mr. Houeix, firstly, thanked all member of the WG for their work and reported about the documents published during the past period. He then introduced two issues for ExTAG decision.

The first issue was relative to the need of developing specific ExTRs for IEC Technical Specification. It was agreed that ExTR for IEC TS 60079-40 shall be prepared with a review by the WG1 that clauses not concerning requirement are not simply removed but still listed in the report as information without verdict (pass/fail) required.

The second issue was related to the need of linking all DS that relate to a given ExTR standard. Chris Agius suggested that this proposal regarding the link to DS in the ExTR to be handled by IECEx secretariat, for further discussion with Paul Kelly, convenor of WG1, and feedback to the ExTAG group. The members agreed.
8.2
IECEx TAG WG3 Documentation and Drawing Requirements
Working Group 3 is tasked with the role of maintaining OD 017 Drawing and Documentation Guidance for IEC Ex Certification – for use by Manufacturers and ExTLs.
Professor Xu Jianping invited the convenor Mr. Ron Webb, to introduce the following document and to report about the meeting of the WG held Monday 14th September 2015.
Document noted:

OD 017 Edition 4 (Current edition) – Drawing and documentation Guidance for IEC Ex Certification – for use by Manufacturers and ExTLs
Mr Webb informed the members that the next edition of the OD 017 has been just been finalized and passed to Secretariat. He also explained that this new edition take into consideration past standard publications for update
of the document. He also thanked all the members of the WG for their activity. 
The Chairman suggested that future editions should also cover IEC 60079-28 relative to optical radiation or any new standard that may be published.

8.3
ExTAG WG10 Proficiency Testing
WG10 had been tasked with co-ordinating a proficiency testing program among ExTAG Members. The chairman invited Mr. Tim Krause (PTB) to provide an update about the proficiency testing.

Documentsconsidered:
ExMC/1040/CD Proposed IECEx Operational Document IECEx OD 202 Ed 1.0, IECEx Proficiency Testing Program
ExTAG/391/R– Report from the Convener Dr Klausmeyer
Mr Krause gave a brief presentation about the progress of the program. he reminded that 2 programs were scheduled : intrinsic safety (IS) and electrostatic discharges (ESD). He advised about:
· 55 participants to the IS program

· 52 participants to the ESD program

· 41 ExTLs (and 3 applicants)

· 47 ExCBs (and 2 applicants)

He highlighted the discrepancy between the number of participant and the number of recognized bodies and reminded that the participation to these programs should be mandatory.
Regarding the document ExMC/1040/CD, which should be considered for approval as new OD 202 at the ExMC meeting and included, as presented minor modifications, the ExTAG members agreed to forward the amended document (with addition of the definition of IECEx PT and PTP provider) for consideration by the ExMC with suggestion to review the IECEx rules regarding the requirement for applicant ExTL to participate to the ExPT.

Some questions were raised about the training of assessors mentioned in the document. Mr. Jim Munro suggest that this topic should be referred to WG4. After some discussions about training requirements for assessment, it has been agreed that this will be part of the assessor training session.
8.4
ExTAG WG12 Retention of Records 
The Chairman invited the Convenor of the ExTAG Working Group Convenor, Mr. Jasmin Omerovic to give a report about activities also available as a green paper on the IECEx website.

Mr. Omerovic advised that the group has identified nine items for retention and the other points need to be further discussed. He explained that a new meeting of the group should be held in October and also that new members were welcomed.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Omerovic and observed that retention of records was an important matter in order to ensure traceability. He suggested to increase requirements to be considered by assessor and that the working continue its task to find an approach applicable to all the bodies. He encouraged to move forward on this points and asked if the group may develop a document that could be supplied before end of the year for circulation.

It was agreed that a first publication of a first document should be prepared by the end of November. It was reminded that the work of the WG is restricted to equipment Scheme 02.

8.5 
ExTAG Task Group Amalgamation of Decision Sheets 
This ExTAG Task Group is charged with redrafting documents ExTAG/293/CD and ExTAG/243D/CD to incorporate the two documents into one Decision Sheet.

Document discussed:
ExTAG/383/R – Report on ExTAG Task Group Amalgamation of Decision Sheets activities since the ExTAG The Hague meeting
ExTAG/243D/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – What Standards must be listed on page 2 of the IECEx Certificate?
ExTAG DS 2014/001Treatment of Ex Components covered by Certificates issued to older editions of Standards.
The Chairman invited Ms. Ostojic (TestSafe) to present the report. Ms Ostojic especially gave the main recommendations as mentioned in the report:
· That ExTAG DS 2014/001 remains unchanged.

· That ExTAG/243D/CD be withdrawn.

· That the matter relating to “what Standards must be listed on page 2 of the IECEx Certificate” be referred to a new Task/Working Group, with a view of incorporating an appropriate “Listed Standards” convention for CoCs into IECEx OD 011-2.  {Possibly passed to the Secretariat]

· That the matter relating to the “consequence on the marking” be referred to TC31. This issue may be of interest to the recently formed TC31 AdHoc Group ‘Skids/Assemblies’.

· That the matter relating to the “possibility of ExTL to assess a product without relative protection concept in its scope” not be permitted.

· That the ExTAG Task Group “Amalgamation of Decision Sheets” be disbanded.

As there was no consensus from the members, it was agreed that the existing DS remains unchanged and that the task group will continue with Ms. Ostojic (from TestSafe) as a new convenor. The Chairman congratulates to the former convenor Mr John Watt for an excellent job on this matter and wished him a happy retirement.

8.6 
ExTAG Task Group Products Marked X and U 
As discussed during the 2014 meeting in The Hague, this ExTAG Task Group was to consider the preparation of a draft ExTAG Decision Sheet to provide amplification of the information given in IEC 60079-0 in relation to the appropriate way of expressing conditions of use.

Document considered:
ExTAG/402/CD Preliminary Draft on “X” Specific Condition of Use and “U” Schedule of Limitations

The Chairman asked to Mr. Sinclair, convenor of the ExTAG Task Group, to give a presentation of the document. Mr Sinclair introduced by reminding that this topics is also raised in the European forum and then gave some information regarding differences between ‘X’ and ‘U’. Professor Xu Jianping asked for comments from the members. Even if the proposal was globally accepted, it was agreed to revise the document for some adjustment and re-circulation to the ExTAG group. During the discussion, it was also agreed the following recommendations:

· Secretariat should investigate the possibility to add an automated statement on CoCs to insert special wording when a component certificate is issued,

· The need to change the wording in the CoC from “conditions of certification” to “condition of safe use”.

· Consider that the ‘U’ for component certificates may be directly assigned by the ExCBs.

9
ExTAG Technical Discussions relating to the Certified Equipment Scheme


(IECEx 02)

9.1 To note the current list of ExTAG Decision Sheets
Members were requested to note the list of current ExTAG Decision Sheets available from the IECEx web site.

ExTAG Decision Sheets list noted.
9.1.1 Decision Sheet 2015/002

Members were asked to discuss comment from Maintenance Team IEC 60079-18

Documents considered:
ExTAG/405/CD Proposed revision of Draft Decision Sheet DS 2015/002 - Determination of faults
DS 2015/002 Determination of faults
The Chairman presented the documents and after short discussions it was agreed by the members that the documents would be send back to the maintenance team for further discussions.
9.2  To re-confirm the following Decision Sheets, now falling under the 
5 year review
The Chairman advised that members were asked to re-confirm the following Decision Sheet according to the 5 year reconfirmation maintenance procedures. The Chairman suggested withdrawing DS 2003/002 due to the publication of OD 035.
	Decision Sheet No.
	Standard No.
	Clause/Subject
	Issue Date

	DS 2010/008
	IEC 60079-7
	Mechanical Security of Soldered Connections
	2010 10

	DS 2010/007
	IEC 60079-1
	Sealing test of cable glands
(Revised and published as ExTAG2012/007)
	2010 10

	DS 2010/005
	IEC 60079-1: 2007 (Ed 6)
IEC 60079-1: 2003 (Ed 5)
	Measurement of Pressure Rise Time in relation to determination if Pressure Piling has occurred
	2010 05

	DS 2010/004
	IEC 62013-1
	Totality of equipment to be suitable for hazardous area installation when issuing IECEx certificates
	2010 03

	DS 2010/003
	IEC 60079-11:2006 
IEC 60079-11:200X (Ed 6)
	Ventilation of battery containers
	2010 03

	DS 2010/002
	IEC 60079-1 :2007
	Test Procedures for Breathing and Draining Devices
	2010 02

	DS 2010/001
	IEC 60079-7
2001 and 2006
	Voltage values in determination of creepage and clearance distances
	2010 02

	DS 2004/006A
	
	ExTAG Decision Sheets /Procedures for use of components on end products not covered by an ExTR. 

Decision Sheet revised 2010
	2010 10


It was observed from the members that DS 2010/007 has already been re-published in 2012 and should not be part of this maintenance procedure. This was agreed by members.
The question was raised if some DS should be withdrawn as the content was now included in the new standards released. But it was reminded that old standards may still be apply (up-issues or unit verification) and so all decision sheets should be considered for confirmation.
Also some members made comments about the need to revise some DS. The IECEx Executive Secretary suggested that DS to be re-confirmed and any ExTAG member can raise any sheet that should be withdrawn by submitting a proposal to the IECEx secretariat. This process was agreed.

9.3  Review of process for the preparation and approval of Decision Sheets.
In noting the current procedure for the preparation and approval of DS, this is an opportunity for members to consider any changes to the current process. Also including a review of the numbering sequence.
Document discussed:
IECEx OD 035 A procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets
DS 2003/02 ExTAG decisions and recommendations: Procedures to generate discuss and finalise Decision Sheets
ExTAG/400/CD – GB Proposed Revision of OD 035 A procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets
ExTAG/404/CD DE Comments to ExTAG/400/CD - Proposed revision of OD 035 a procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets
The Chairman commenced by a presentation of the documents and a proposal from Australian members relative to the numbering system.

The first discussion was about the suggestion to withdraw DS 2003/002 as the matter is also cover by OD 035. However it was highlighted by Ron Sinclair that some points may be missing in the current OD 035. It was agree a review by the Secretary and Chairman of the content of both documents before any action.
The OD 035 was then discussed and it was agreed that some modifications are necessary to the current document, especially regarding the implication of maintenance teams of TC31. It was also agreed the modification of the duration of the comment period from 4 weeks to 6 weeks. The meeting agreed to assign the task to the ExTAG Chairman and Secretariat to update OD 035 taking account of the GB and DE proposals in light of discussions at this meeting specifically noting those below, with the Chairman to approve for publication and a review at the next meeting:

· Remove Member Bodies and Stakeholders from proposing a DS

· Include MT Conveners in the consultation loop
· Comment period to move from 4 to 6 weeks

· Consider aspects of DS 2003/002 that maybe relevant for inclusion
Finally, regarding the numbering system proposed by Australia the Chairman asked to the IECEx secretariat the possibility to implement a common numbering system. The IECEx Executive Secretary advised that the suggestion is to keep the same numbering with the addition of version number and that this matter has to be considered as an administrative task. This proposal was agreed by the members.
10
ExTAG Proposed Decision Sheets in progress

10.1
Application of DS 2015/001 - Covering Ex Assemblies
Members were asked to consider a revised version of DS 2015/001 in light of discussions from the IECEx 2015 Toronto Operational meetings.

Documentsconsidered:
ExTAG DS 2015/001 - Reference to IEC 60079-14 Explosive atmospheres - Part 14: Electrical installations design, selection and erection: 2013 (Edition 5) within an IECEx Certificate of Conformity or Unit Verification Certificate
ExTAG/384/CD – Draft Revision of DS 2015/001Reference to IEC 60079-14 Explosive atmospheres - Part 14: Electrical installations design, selection and erection: 2013 (Edition 5) within an IECEx Certificate of Conformity or Unit Verification Certificate
The Chairman introduced this subject with a reminder about the interesting discussions held during the ExTAG Training Workshop after the presentation of Mr. Sinclair. He then invited Mr. Agius to present the background of amended document.

After a recall of the previous ExTAG meeting discussions for common approach for assemblies the IECEx Executive Secretary advised that from feedback received the existing draft revision presented included the main following additions:

· Strengthening the requirement relative to ExCB involved (protection mode of included equipment shall be in their scope of acceptance, define competence requirements, require a scope extension)
· Exclusion of complex assemblies that are regarded as installations
Professor Xu Jianping then asked for comments. After extensive discussions mainly about wording (item of equipment, accessories to be detailed, marking…) it was finally agreed by the members to proceed for publication of the revised document including the comments taken into account during the meeting, as it was a significant improvement of the existing decision sheet, and especially regarding the addition of provisions relative to the competencies of the ExCBs for the use of the standard IEC 60079-14.
It was also agreed that there should be clear identification on the IECEx Website of those ExCBs that can work to this DS and that this should be treated as a scope extension via the ExMC/251B/Q form.

10.2  Manufacturer’s instructions
Members were asked to consider the proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by C. Agius dealing with Reference to Manufacturer’s Instructions.
Documents considered:
ExTAG/385/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision sheet to be considered during the 2015 Christchurch meeting
After extensive discussion on this matter, and some light modifications added during the meeting, it has been agreed to proceed for publication of the DS.
10.3  Marking of Ex t equipment
Following consideration of proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by the ExTAG Chairman, with IEC/TC31 WG22 / MT 60079-14 involvement 
(ExTAG/316/CD) – Marking of Ex t Equipment. Members are now asked to consider the updated draft taking into account comments received.
Documents considered:

ExTAG/316A/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Marking of Ex t equipment intended for installation partly in Zone 20 and partly in Zone 21

ExTAG/334A/CC Compilation of comments on ExTAG/316/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Marking of Ex t equipment intended for installation partly in Zone 20 and partly in Zone 21
After some discussions about the content but without formal objection it has been agreed to proceed for publication.
10.4
Application of Clause 9.2 Dielectric strength test of IEC 60079-18

Members were asked to consider comments received on the proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by PTB, circulated for comment, as a result of discussions with manufacturers and other ExTLs.

Documentsconsidered:

ExTAG/341A/CD Revised Draft Decision Sheet Application of clause 9.2 Dielectric strength test of IEC 60079-18:2009
ExTAG/392/CC Compilation of comments on ExTAG/341A/CD Revised Draft Decision Sheet Application of clause 9.2 Dielectric strength test of IEC 60079-18:2009
The Chairman reminded the content of the proposed DS in noting the responses form the originator to comments received. There was no other comment; the originator may prepare an updated version after taking into account comments received to proceed for publication.
10.5  Clarification on use of thermocouples
Following consideration of proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by Mr Ron Webb – Clarification on use of thermocouples, members were asked by the Chairman to consider the updated draft taking into account comments received and note the responses form the originator.

Documents considered:

ExTAG/362A/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Clarification on use of thermocouples
ExTAG/386/CC Compilation of comments on ExTAG/362/CD Clarification on use of thermocouples
Professor Xu Jianping advised that this document has already been circulating and should be considered as recommendation for good practices. No other comment was raised: DS to proceed for publication.
10.6  Evaluation of relevant temperatures for EPL Da, Db and Dc
Following consideration of the  proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by SP, SE, Evaluation of relevant temperatures for EPL Da, Db and Dc. Members were asked to consider the updated draft taking into account comments received.

Documents considered:

ExTAG/367A/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Evaluation of relevant temperatures for EPL Da, Db and Dc
ExTAG/379/CC Compilation of comments on ExTAG/367/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Evaluation of relevant temperatures for EPL Da, Db and Dc

After short discussion and based on the comments it was agreed by the members to withdraw the DS and refer the matter to relevant Maintenance Team.
10.7  Securing of external plug and socket connections
Following consideration of proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by FMG Securing of external plug and socket connections members were asked to note that in view of comments received, the Originator has now withdrawn the Draft DS and is to refer the matter to the Maintenance team for IEC 60079-15.
Document noted:
ExTAG/374/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Securing of external plug and socket connections
10.8  Flameproof joint for enclosure lid of non-cylindrical shape
Following consideration of proposed Revised draft Decision Sheet prepared by INERIS   Flameproof joint for enclosure lid of non-cylindrical shape members were asked to consider the following document ExTAG/353B/CD in light of comments received (ExTAG/394/CC) to determine whether to proceed to publication.
Documents considered:

ExTAG/353B/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Flameproof joint for enclosure lid of non-cylindrical shape
ExTAG/394/CC Compilation of comments on ExTAG/353B/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Flameproof joint for enclosure lid of non-cylindrical shape

The Chairman reminded the content of the proposed DS in noting the responses form the originator to comments received. As it was observed from some members that all comments were not included in the document it was decided to send back this proposal to originator to take into account additional comment, if received by the secretariat, before publication.
10.9  Scope exception regarding LED light sources
Following consideration of proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by UL LLC  on Scope exception regarding LED light sources according to IEC 60079-28, the Originator has prepared a revised version, ExTAG/373A/CD, taking into account the comments and observations received. Members were asked to approve the revised Draft DS for publication at the Christchurch meeting.

Documents considered:

ExTAG/373/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Scope exception regarding LED light sources 
ExTAG/395/CC Compilation of comments on ExTAG/373/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Scope exception regarding LED light sources 
ExTAG/373A/CD Revised Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet, taking into account comments and observations in ExTAG/395/CC
After short discussion and based on the comments it was agreed by the members that Originator shall refer back to the MT for clarification and then may submit a revised version.
10.10  Card Edge Connectors
Following consideration of proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by SGS BASEEFA  on Card Edge Connectors, the Originator has prepared a revised version, ExTAG/359A/CD, taking into account the comments and observations received. Members were asked to approve the revised Draft DS for publication at the Christchurch meeting.

Documents considered:

ExTAG/359A/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Card Edge Connectors

ExTAG/397/CC Compilation of comments on ExTAG/359/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Card Edge Connectors
No other comment was raised: DS to proceed for publication.
10.11  Vibration test on partition walls
Following consideration of proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by SGS BASEEFA on Vibration test on partition walls members were asked to consider the comments received.

Documents considered:

ExTAG/360/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet –Vibration test on partition walls

ExTAG/396/CC Compilation of comments on ExTAG/360/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet –Vibration test on partition walls
While noting the comments compiled in ExTAG/396/CC the meeting agreed on the need for this DS and agreed to proceed for publication as is and then consider revisions based on experience in its application.
10.12  Terminal Boxes open to the interior of the motor
Following consideration of proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by SGS BASEEFA  on Terminal Boxes open to the interior of the motor, the Originator has prepared a revised version, ExTAG/364B/CD, taking into account the comments and observations received. Members were asked to approve the revised Draft DS for publication.
Documents considered:

ExTAG/364B/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet –Terminal Boxes open to the interior of the motor
ExTAG/398/CC Compilation of comments ExTAG/364A/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Terminal Boxes open to the interior of the motor
No other comment was raised: DS to proceed for publication.

10.13  Brazing and welding of flameproof enclosures
Following consideration of proposed draft Decision Sheet prepared by Intertek (US) on Brazing and welding of flameproof enclosures members were asked to consider the updated draft (ExTAG/350B/CD) taking into account comments received. and to approve the revised Draft DS for publication.
Documents considered:

ExTAG/350A/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet –Brazing and welding of flameproof enclosures
ExTAG/358A/CC Compilation of comments ExTAG/350A/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Brazing and welding of flameproof enclosures
ExTAG/350B/CD Further revised Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Brazing and welding of flameproof enclosures, taking account of ExTAG/358A/CC.
No other comment was raised: DS to proceed for publication.

10.14  Testing of Thermocatalytic sensors with Exia IIC marking
Request for a Decision Sheet has been received from NANIO-CCVE. Members were asked to consider this request with possible duration to allow for a comment period via correspondence or proceed for publication.
Documents considered:

ExTAG/401/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet –Testing of thermocatalytic sensors with Ex ia IIC marking
No other comment was raised or request of correspondence period for comment: DS to proceed for publication.

11
ExTAG Discussions relating to other IECEx Schemes

There was no complementary information. The chairman reminded that these topics were already covered under item 5 of the meeting.
12
New topics (suggestions for topics to be dealt with during the next ExTAG Meeting)
The Chairman asked for topics that might be included for discussion at future meetings. Mr. Agius explained that there have been suggestions from discussions regarding the possibility of running regional training workshop for ExTL and ExCB. This matter is taken by the IECEx Secretariat to explore the opportunity to provide such workshop training sessions.
13
Contact with other International and Regional Bodies – Status review

The IECEx Secretary reminded that it exist a memorandum of understanding and that more discussion should exist during ExMC meeting. It gave provision for cooperation and performance of joint assessment between IECEx and accreditation bodies on a voluntary basis. This solution not really used until now. He reminded to contact the Secretariat for more details if needed.
14
Matters for proposal to ExMC
14.1
Attendance at ExTAG Meetings 

The meeting is to consider a proposal from the IECEx Executive regarding attendance at ExTAG meetings by ExCBs and ExTLs.  

During the 2015 IECEx Executive’s Toronto meeting, the Executive noted the importance of attendance and participation by all ExCBs and ExTLs in ExTAG training and meetings and suggested that while a strong view exists that missing 3 consecutive meetings should trigger an early re-assessment, this should be documented in OD 003-2.  The meeting were asked to consider this suggestion.

Some comments were raised by the members that with this position it would be possible to miss two consecutive meetings without further explanation. Some proposals were made to improve the requirements and surveillance of bodies not present. 
Finally ExTAG agreed that the following principle should be recommended for acceptance by ExMC : a body missing a meeting will be contacted immediately after the meeting and their intention for next meeting requested. The secretariat shall also advise the body that missing more than two consecutive meetings in 3 year period will require showing cause to the Executive explaining why re-assessment should not be brought forward.
14.2
Other Matters for ExMC

The Chairman advised that he will prepare a report, including recommendations, for presenting to the ExMC. He asked for comment but no other matter was raised by the members.
15
Other Business

Professor Xu Jianping first asked to the Executive Secretary to report about the next edition of ISO 9000 series of standards introduced. Mr. Agius informed the members that the new version of these standards will be published as follows:

· ISO 14001 – 15 September 2015
· ISO 9000 and ISO 9001 – 23 September 2015
He briefly mentioned the introduction of the concept of “Risk based Thinking” into the Quality Management System requirements and that this will require a review/update to some of our IECEx ODs.  The meeting noted that within SC 31M there is to be a revision of ISO/IEC 80079-34.
The chairman then asked to the ExTAG Secretary to report about decisions or proposals that were generated during the ExTAG training workshop held the day before the meeting. The secretary advised that the following proposal were discussed and the member were asked for agreement:

· recommends to the ExMC to review OD 203 mainly in order to divide the document in two separates ODs as it addresses two separates subjects

· proposes to ExMC to consider an extension of OD 009 to include requirements describing the process when a manufacturer changes the ExCB in charge of its surveillance and issuing the QARs 
· proposes to ExMC and executive to consider that the ‘U’ for component certificates may be directly assigned by the ExCBs
16
Confirmation of next meeting, year and place

The Chairman advised that the next ExTAG meeting will be held in conjunction with the ExMC. The members were asked for any objection on this principle. No objection was raised.

He then advised members to note the acceptance of the kind invitation from South Africa. It is planned that the meetings will be held during week 36 which commences 5th September 2016.

17 
Close of Meeting
In closing the meeting the Chairman once again extended the sincere thanks of the members to Standard New Zealand for hosting the meeting which had been very efficient. 
He also thanked the members for their attention and great contribution to the meeting saying that these factors made the meeting successful. 

Mr Ralph Wigg then congratulated the Chairman, Professor Xu Jianping, for this excellent meeting. All the members expressed their agreement by a noisy round of applause.
The meeting was declared closed at 5:30 p.m. 15th September 2015.

Annex A – Action List
	ANNEX Action

No.
	Mins

Item
	Action
	By Whom
	Completion

date

	1
	6
	Decision sheet ExTAG/361/CD to be update to allow the assessment of equipment in addition to component, with provision regarding the need to assess equipment against other standards including protection concept and then proceed to publication after review by the ExTAG Chairman

	Secretariat
	After the meeting

	2
	6
	Recommend to ExMC to review the current IECEx rules in order to allow of IEC publications instead of IEC standards for certification of equipment
	ExTAG Chairman and Secretary
	Forwarded to ExMC

Via

ExTAG(Christchurch/

ExTAG Chairman)05


	3
	7
	To raise the need to update all associated CoCs. It was agreed to recommend to ExMC to consider a revision of OD 009 in order to include a specific section about this requirement.

	ExTAG Chairman
	Forwarded to ExMC

Via

ExTAG(Christchurch/

ExTAG Chairman)05

	4
	7.1
	Secretariat and Executive to take on board the examples of concerns with information on Certificates during the reviewing process
	Secretariat
	Completed

	5
	7.1
	ALL ExCBs to take special notice of the issues raised by Mr Schwarz and Mr Wigg and to review their internal review processes to ensure issues raised are taken into account, with the aim of improving the readability of issued CoCs.
	ALL ExCBs
	To report at next meeting

	6
	7.4
	To raise the need for a review and update of wording in OD 009 regarding the transferring of the QAR surveillance from one ExCB to another and the need to up issue the certificate
	Secretariat
	Forwarded to ExMC

Via

ExTAG(Christchurch/

ExTAG Chairman)05
Refer 
ExTAG/164/Inf

	7
	8.1
	Secretariat to consult with the WG1 Convener regarding the linking of  DS from the ExTR
	IECEx Secretary
	Propose presented during 

	8
	8.1
	ExTAG WG1 requested to prepare ExTRs for the TS, eg TS 60079-40
	Mr Paul Kelly


	ExTR TS 60079-40: 2014 1st ed. (ver 1B)

Posted to web 151216

	9
	8.2
	New Edition 4of OD 017 to proceed for publication
Secretariat E-mail sent 160803
	Secretariat
	Mr Ron Web
Is reviewing comment received. 

	10
	8.3
	ExTAG to indicate support and request to ExMC to proceed and publish draft OD 202 as the OD for IECEx Proficiency Testing Program
	Chairman
	Published 2015 09

Report at the ExMC meeting

	11
	8.3
	The subject of PTP to be included as part of future IECEx Assessor Training
	The Secretariat
	After the meeting

	12
	8.4
	WG12 to proceed with the preparation of a final document as soon as possible, but one that is dedicated to the IECEx 02 Scheme as an initial priority
	WG12
	After the meeting



	13
	8.5
	ExTAG Task Group Amalgamation of Decision Sheets, to continue with its work noting that the ExTAG NZ meeting could not reach consensus.
Secretariat E-mail sent 160803 
	Ms. Ostojic (from Testsafe) as new Convener
	Report at next meeting

	14
	8.6
	Concerning the subject of X and U the meeting agreed
· Secretariat should investigate the possibility to add an automated statement on CoCs to insert special wording when a component certificate is issued,

· The need to change the wording in the CoC from “conditions of certification” to “condition of safe use”.
· Consider that the ‘U’ for component certificates may be directly assigned by the ExCBs

	Secretariat
	After the meeting



	15
	9.1.1
	Decision Sheet 2015/002- documents to be referred back to the MT 60079-18 for further consideration
	MT 60079-18
	Report at next meeting

	16
	9.2
	DS 2010/007 to be removed from the maintenance cycle as it was republished in 2012
	Secretariat
	Completed 



	17
	9.3
	A review of OD 035 to be undertaken to incorporate the GB and DE remarks of ExTAG/404/CD in light of the meetings discussions and to determine if any information from the old DS 2003/002 needs to be transferred across to OD 035 and that the comment period has changed from 4 to 6 weeks..
	Chairman and Secretariat
	Completed 
Also a revision to be considered in Umhlanga

	18
	9.3
	In the discussions over the numbering system of DS the meeting agreed to retain the current system but to include a version number
	Secretariat
	After the meeting

	19
	10.1
	Proceed to publish the revised DS as DS 2015/001A incorporating the discussions at the meeting and for the Secretariat to provide identification on the IECEx Website which ExCBs can operate to this DS.
	Secretariat


	Completed

	20
	10.2
	Proceed to publication with new DS (ExTAG/385/CD) incorporating the discussions from the meeting
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	21
	10.3
	Proceed to publication with new DS (ExTAG/316A/CD) incorporating the discussions from the meeting
	Secretariat
	After the meeting

	22
	10.4
	Proceed to publication with new DS (ExTAG/341A/CD) incorporating the discussions from the meeting
	Secretariat
	After the meeting

	23
	10.5
	Proceed to publication with new DS (ExTAG/362A/CD) 
	Secretariat
	After the meeting

	24
	10.6
	Withdraw the proposed DS (ExTAG/367A/CD) and refer the matter to the relevant Maintenance Team

	Originator SP
	After the meeting

	25
	10.8
	Draft DS (ExTAG/353B/CD) to be sent back to the originator (INERIS) for review
	INERIS
	After the meeting

	26
	10.9
	The originator of Draft DS (ExTAG/373A/CD) to consult with the Maintenance Team and then consider preparing a revised version 
	Originator UL LLC
	After the meeting

	27
	10.10
	Proceed to publication with new DS (ExTAG/359A/CD)
	Secretariat
	Published 201509

	28
	10.11
	Proceed to publication with new DS (ExTAG/360/CD)
	Secretariat
	Published 201509

	29
	10.12
	Proceed to publication with new DS (ExTAG/364B/CD)
	Secretariat
	Published 201509

	30
	10.13
	Proceed to publication with new DS (ExTAG/350A/CD)
	Secretariat
	Published 201509

	31
	10.14
	Proceed to publication with new DS (ExTAG/401/CD)
	Secretariat
	Published 201509

	33
	12
	Explore the possibility of Regional Training / Awareness workshops, noting the current annual Conferences being organised
	Secretariat in consultation with the Executive
	Report at next meeting

	34
	14.1
	Proposal given to ExMC to add text to OD 003-2 concerning non-attendance at ExTAG meetings, such as 

The secretariat shall also advise the body that missing more than two consecutive meetings in 3 year period will require showing cause to the Executive explaining why re-assessment should not be brought forward
	Secretariat to raise with ExMC and ExMC WG4
	After the meeting
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