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Brief Report of ExTAG Workshop – Calgary – 3 September 2012
There were approximately 100 participants in the three hour Workshop session which was chaired by Michel Brenon, ExTAG Secretary.

Papers were presented as follows:

IECEx On-Line Certificate System New Features+Reminders (Wal Robson)

•
IECEx Unit Verification Certification
•
QAR due Date Tool – Management of Surveillance Audits
•
Process for Changing ExCBs for Surveillance activities

IECEx process for exchange of ExTRs among ExCBs (Dave Adams)

•
Information required
•
Customer/Manufacturer expectations
•
Review of experiences

Issuing of QARs and Registering on the IECEx website (Ron Sinclair)

•
IECEx Requirements
•
Initial Audits / Surveillance audits
•
Requirements where an IECEx Mark License is issued

IECEx Certificate of Personal Competence Scheme, ExCB perspective (Thierry Houeix)

•
Requirements to qualify an ExCB to participate
•
ExCB Procedures to process CoPC Applications
•
Examples of industry interest in IECEx CoPC

The following particular points emerged from the discussions for noting and further consideration:

When a receiving ExCB requests clarification of an ExTR, it is almost always relating to Intrinsic Safety.  It should be considered whether there is a future training session required in this area.

The new facilities in the on-line certificate system for listing out of date QARs and Certificates with out of date QARs has proven extremely useful.  It has helped ExCBs search for and correct errors in the system.  Major problems can occur if a manufacturer changes the ExCB responsible for the QAR and neither the manufacturer nor the new ExCB follow through with information to all the certificate issuing ExCBs.  A particular problem was highlighted where the new ExCB had added the certificates into the manual insertion field.  It is essential to communicate with the secretariat to delete QARs from the list that are shown as out of date, but will never be renewed for a valid reason.  Further possible refinements to the system were discussed

The delegates assented to a way for handling Stockist/Assemblers, without having to issue their own QAR, but thoroughly auditing all the necessary procedures for the manufacturer to accept responsibility.

Ron Sinclair

Page 1 of 2

[image: image1.png]