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Introduction
This document sets out the report from ExTAG WG 06 resulting from the meeting held in Toronto, Canada, in April, 2009, and from subsequent discussions and deliberations concerning the subject of testing, or witnessing testing at a manufacturer’s or user’s facility. 
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ExTAG WG 06 CONVENER REPORT 
Background
At the 2008 ExTAG meeting in Paris, ExTAG WG 06 was asked to review and revise the existing draft OD 024, with the aim of developing an operating document that addresses in a practical manner the needs of the manufacturers and end users for testing options other than testing by an ExTL.  
A work-plan was prepared, consisting of the following major steps:
1. Obtain information from various WG06 members on existing regulations and accreditation criteria pertaining to off-site/witness testing, so as to have a good understanding of the position of regulators on this issue. 

2. Prepare a new draft document covering off-site and witness testing, taking into consideration all of the following:

· Relevant past drafts of OD024 and related comments,
· Existing testing options practiced internally by ExCBs,

· Existing testing options offered under the IECEE System, 

· Regulatory requirements and constraints.

· The needs of the marketplace. 
3. Have a meeting to review comments from WG06 members on the draft document, discuss related issues, and prepare a final draft for submittal to ExTAG. 

A meeting hosted by QPS was held on April 22/23, 2009, in Toronto, Canada. The meeting was attended by the majority of the WG members. Extensive discussions took place at the meeting, which resulted in a second draft document, together with some recommendations to ExTAG. 
Following the April meeting, another round of review and comments on draft 02 took place by WG06 members via emails. The final draft presented to ExTAG as “Draft OD 024/V03/Toronto” incorporates changes made as a result of additional comments submitted by WG06 members. The document embodies the “principles” stated below and reflects existing practices by ExCBs and ExTLs in the area of off-site testing and witnessed testing. As such, it is designed to:
· Provide a common approach so as to ensure consistency, transparency, and proper controls, and maintain the credibility of the IECEx System, and 
· Strike a balance between the demands of the regulators and the needs of manufacturers/end users.
This report captures the findings and recommendations of the WG06 resulting from the activities delineated in the work-plan, and are submitted to ExTAG for approval at the Melbourne ExTAG meeting.

It should be noted that the recommendations have been included in the Draft OD 024/V03/Toronto. 
Principles
1. The requirements of OD024 should be designed to accommodate the needs of the manufacturers and end users who are the customers of the IECEx System, and without whom there would be no System. However, the approach must be gradual in order to avoid problems and have the necessary time to learn and adjust. 
2. Any testing options offered under the IECEx System must not undermine the credibility of the System or jeopardize its acceptance by the regulators. To this end, two components must be observed:

a) Any off-site or witness testing conducted under the IECEx System must be performed with the same rigor, and be subject to the same criteria as testing conducted at an ExTL.

b) Any qualification of testing must be transparent and carried out in accordance with a process that has been subjected to review and approval by the IECEx System.
Recommendations
Reflecting the new requirements contained in Draft 024/V03/Toronto, WG 06 makes the following recommendations to ExTAG:

1. WG06 recommends that the title of OD 024 be changed to read as follows: “IECEx Operational Document covering testing, or witnessing testing at a manufacturer’s or end user’s facility”.
2. WG06 recommends that IECEx 02 be revisited to expand the definition of Testing Laboratory and to revisit consequently OD 009.
3. WG06 recommends that new criteria be developed to demonstrate the competence of ExCBs and ExTLs to conduct “off-site” testing and “witness testing”. ExCBs/ExTLs are required to have and use their own specific internal procedures for dealing with these testing options. 
4. WG06 recommends that the IECEx Secretary maintain a separate listing (registry) on the IECEx website of manufacturers’ and end users’ laboratories engaged in “witness testing”.
5. WG06 recommends that ExMC task the “maintenance team” to update ExTRs to accommodate off-site testing and witness testing, so as to ensure proper traceability and information of the accepting bodies.
6. WG6 recommends the adoption of Draft OD 024/V03/Toronto with the appropriate modifications to the above recommendations, as necessary.
Nick Maalouf
ExTAG WG06 Convener
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