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Report of the convenor of ExMC WG 08, Dr. Klausmeyer, 
for the ExMC meeting in Paris (2008)
General issues

The development of the IECEx Scheme is still ongoing in terms of:

· the number of certificates for Ex products is continuously growing

· the new certification program IECEx 03 for service facilities is operating properly, the interest of the market place is significant

· the IECEx mark (in acc. with the IECEx 04) has been launched recently, ExCBs are just implementing the details of operation
· the Paris 2008 meeting could lead to the acceptance of the new certification program for personnel competency by ExMC and the request for approval by IEC-CAB.

Bearing in mind the significantly growing acceptance of the IECEx Scheme in the market place (manufacturers, end users), there is a strong demand for actions to link the elements of IECEx to national legislation. The goal has to be achieved in order to remove trade barriers for products and services, still existing by regional or national schemes. Manufacturers and end users need national regulations which cover directly the certificates of IECEx, to avoid formal national certification, the related costs and time delay for market access.
The UNECE approach
Initiated by the German National Committee of IECEx the UNECE has approved the establishment of a sector committee in the Working Program 6:
http://www.unece.org/trade/wp6/welcome.htm
The WP.6 of the UNECE is dealing with Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies. The sector committee is called:
“Equipment for Explosive Environment Initiative”.
The sector committee is chaired by Germany (Dirk Moritz, German Ministry of Labor). The first meeting was held on 06th of November, 2007. The next meeting is to be held on 04th of November, 2008, in Geneva. Also please take note of the paper ExMC/458/Inf which is the invitation for the members of IECEx to have a joint meeting with officials and committee members from UNECE on Monday, 29th of September, 2008 in conjunction with our IECEx Paris meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to inform members about the recent activities and the outline of the next steps.
The UNECE WP.6 methodology is to develop a model (the so called Model L) of a national legislation which covers the concerns of the regulating authorities. The elements (so called Common Regulatory Objectives – CROs) are e.g. regulations for:

· the acceptance procedures for international standards, in our case standards prepared by IEC/TC 31
· the detailed conformity assessment procedures, in our case IECEx 01, 02, …

· the procedures how to assess the certification bodies and test laboratories, in our case the ExCBs and ExTLs, and the related ISO documents, eg. ISO/IEC 17025, ISO Guide 65,…

· the procedures to ensure proper market surveillance and workplace inspection by the national governmental authorities.

After the Model L for the legislation on equipment for explosive environments has been agreed in detail within the sector committee, the draft will be sent out for consideration by the applicable national ministries. The final draft will be released as the official Model L legislation by UNECE, the member states of UNECE are then called up to implement the system in their national legislation. As soon as this is finished, the member states have to allow barrier free trade and use of IECEx certified products, in their own country and imported by countries having also implemented the Model L legislation.
The agenda for the sector committee
The first step is to study the differences and similarities of existing legislation in the various countries. So a questionnaire has been sent out to the applicable ministries. For 2008 this questionnaire feed back will allow to monitor the basic elements of the existing legislation and to highlight the basic elements inclusive the legal technique of implementation. After having this overview available the list of CROs and their detailed specification can be compiled.
IECEx National Committees can contribute
The involvement of representatives coming from regulators (Ministry of Industry or Economics, Ministry of Labor, governmental accreditation bodies, market surveillance authorities) on national level is highly recommended. The delegation for the annual ExMC meetings (in acc. with IECEx 02 max. 3 delegates for a member country) should therefore cover in an ideal the following groups:
· manufacturers

· end users

· regulators.
Other delegates can participate with observer status. The reason for this strategy is to allow industry and regulators to enjoy the first level decision making. The interest of certification bodies will be covered by feeding back the execution experience of the scheme which is an essential information source for the other 3 groups. This makes that the loop is closed between all stakeholders of the IECEx Scheme.
The representatives from regulators should be seriously invited by the IECEx NC to join the activities at UNECE WP.6 and to take part in the meetings of the sector committee.
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