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ExTAG CONFIRMED MINUTES

1. Opening and Welcome
The meeting commenced at 09.00 a.m. Tuesday 25th September 2007. The Chairman gave a warm welcome to the newly accepted ExCBs and ExTLs. The Chairman then thanked the sponsors Baldor, Joy Mining Machinery, Vantage Technology, FM Approvals, Intertek, NEMA, Siemens and Underwriters Laboratories for their support of the meeting.
The Chairman gave a few brief details relating to the running of the meeting advising all present that restricted sessions would mean that those attending as observers would be asked to leave for some items listed for discussion. He reminded the meeting that observers had been welcomed to the meetings since Braunschweig 2000. 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

Document ExTAG/114B/DA

The agenda was approved without change.
3.
Report of the 5th September ExTAG Meeting Shanghai 2006 


To note the Report of the last meeting held in Shanghai, September 2006 and subsequent action items from the meeting.  


Document noted:


ExTAG(Shanghai/Secretariat)02 ExTAG Report Shanghai Meeting 2006
In absence of any comments the report was accepted.
4.

Report on ExTAG Denver Training Workshop held Monday 24th September 



2007 

4.1 
Summary and highlighting of the main points from the ExTAG Training Workshop, by ExTAG Chairman, Mr. Kerry McManama

The Chairman noted that the ExTAG Training workshop had been very well attended and had included, as well as ExCBs and ExTLs, regulators and end-users. He continued that there was a very positive response to the training workshop with members very supportive that this type of forum to be continued. Topics covered included-
· Overview of the Scheme from Mr Michel Brenon
· Discussion on fundamentals of Certification (C.Agius)
· CoC presentation
· SWOT Workshop on the IECEx Scheme (C Agius)

· IECEx 03 Certified Service Facilities Program presentation from  
 
            (Mr Theo Pijpker’s)
· Restricted session was conducted in the afternoon Report of the 


Chairman of the Assessor Panel (Jim Munro)

The SWOT workshop was very well received and gave delegates the opportunity 
to consider and discuss the functions and outcomes of the scheme. This was 
very much appreciated. 


A number of key points were raised for further discussion


· Signatures on the electronic versions of certificates

· Improvements in printing and editing of certificates

· Reciprocity of acceptance of ExTRs

Major strengths of Scheme noted as 

· Being part of the IEC

· Single international peer assessment of ExTLs and ExCBs

· Single set of procedures

· Large scale industry participation of scheme management


Restricted Session


The meeting found the presentation relating to KEMA’s, IECEx Certified Service 
Facilities Program experience, from Mr Theo Pipjker most 
informative. Mr Pipjker’s 
presentation covered the scheme requirements, Operational Documents, multiple 
locations and the example of a real life experience.  


Observers later asked that information on this area be made available and Mr
Pipjker agreed that his presentation be posted on the IECEx web site at 


http://www.iecex.com/denver/green_papers.shtm

The Chairman noted the workshop session from the IECEx Assessor Panel 
Chairman (Mr Munro) was most productive and very well received in providing 
members with real life case study of the reciprocity issues between an issuing body 
and a receiving body

4.2 
Matters and actions arising from ExTAG Training workshop 

Document noted:


ExTAG/119/Inf ExTAG Training workshop program.
As a result of discussion which arose from the training workshop the Chairman will forward the following items to the ExMC for consideration-

· The needs of industry  for certification of products  not adequately covered by existing Standards,  e.g. Ex ‘s’, be met

· The needs of the manufacturers regarding a signature on a certificate be considered 

· CoC printing issues relating to format and paper sizes be given consideration. 

· Improvements in printing and editing of certificates

5.  
New Applicant Status Short Review.  

The ExMC Secretary reported that a number of new applicants had been received at the secretariat during 2007, including applicants from India, Korea and Australia. He continued, that at present, there are 9 applicant ExCBs and 11 applicant ExTLs.  These are available on the IECEx web site at 

http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp
The Secretary went on to say that once an application has been received, and is accepted according to scheme rules (i.e. that it is endorsed by the Country’s Member Body), applicant ExTLs and ExCBs are welcome to participate at the annual ExTAG meeting.
6.

Assessment/Re-assessment/Surveillance of ExCBs and ExTLs (Restricted participation) 

The Chairman introduced the restricted session by encouraging members to take the opportunity to openly discuss their experiences and concerns.

6.1 Status review. 

The ExMC secretary reported that since the 2006 Shanghai meetings there have 
been 22 individual assessments of ExCBs and ExTLs under initial/surveillance/re-
assessments and scope extensions while others are planned for remaining part of 
2007. 
The secretary advised that a more detailed report would be presented 
during 
the ExMC meeting.


In this restricted session Mr Munro discussed in detail the experience of the 
assessment teams in carrying out assessments, re-assessments and 
surveillance assessments. He stated that, while there have been noted 
improvements in the bodies preparedness for assessments, there are some  
common areas which might be improved. In discussing ExTRs he commented 
that while it is important that the completion of ExTRs not to be too onerous on 
manufacturers it is essential that they contain sufficient information for the ExCBs 
and ExTLs. Mr Munro agreed to provide feedback received relating to ExTRs to 
ExTAG WG1Preparation of assessment and test report forms ExTRs 
7


Performance feedback from ExCBs and ExTLs (Restricted participation)

7.1 Cooperation among IECEx Bodies -.

Suggestions to be forwarded to ExMC
There was considerable discussion amongst Members relating to the handling of 
issues that may be raised by an ExCB receiving a QAR which they feel to be either 
in error or inadequate.   After some discussion it was agreed that the receiving body 
should raise the matter first with the issuing ExCB which is the intent of the scheme. 
The meeting agreed that this decision be forwarded to the ExMC for concurrence.
The ExMC Secretary reported that the secretariat was at present dealing with correspondence received from an AU mining regulator relating to a certificate for mining equipment and lack of clarity.  He further informed that the issue is currently under investigation among the bodies concerned and is pleased to see the bodies responding positively to the questions raised.
7.2 Operating to IECEx Rules and Operational Documents -.

The Chairman opened this topic for discussion by stressing the importance of 
participation at the annual meetings by both ExCBs and ExTLs. He continued that by 
attending the meetings the delegates go away with a greater understanding of the 
rules and the operational documents thereby ensuring that they are more fully able to 
comply with the scheme’s requirements. He suggested that for ExTLs who have not 
attended/participated at a meeting for two years or more that it may be necessary for 
the Scheme to consider a reduction in the interval between assessments as a means 
of ensuring that the confidence in the scheme is maintained among the Scheme’s 
Stakeholders. He opened this suggestion for discussion.


There was considerable discussion among members re this suggestion. The 
members agreed with the Chairman’s concern that, for ExTLs not attending the 
meetings, it is very difficult to be fully aware of changes to the rules and operational 
documents. The members asked if, should the decision be taken to subject these 
ExTLs to more regular assessment, the resources would be available. They were 
advised that they would be. After further discussion the meeting agreed that this 
topic be forwarded to the ExMC for guidance.

7.3 
Testing to IEC 62013 and IEC 60079-0. Feedback from TestSafe (AU)


TestSafe gave a presentation to the meeting.


The Chairman opened this topic for discussion by first advising members that an ExTAG Green Paper ExTAG(Denver/Testsafe)06 Totality of equipment to be suitable for hazardous area installation when issuing IECEx certificates had been issued to assist discussion. 


Members discussed the topic in some detail without reaching a conclusion. As a result, it was agreed by the members, that the document be circulated as a draft decision sheet to ExTAG for comment after the Denver Meeting.
8. 
IECEx Website and On-line Certificate of Conformity

Update from the IECEx Secretariat
The ExMC secretary gave a brief demonstration and updates on the IECEx CoC   online system high-lighting the following points

· Linkage to CoC and QAR summary is now available
· Relevant ODs relating to the online system have been updated
· Provision for a view by country regarding standards used has been made available – this is considered very useful to Industry and is a recent capability.
· There are separate areas for the “Equipment” and the “Service Facilities” programmes 


The Secretary went on to emphasise that the development, maintenance and upgrade of the CoC web site are fully supported by the IEC Central Office IT Department

9. ExTAG Working Group Status - Review
A review was undertaken of work conducted by the ExTAG Working Groups with discussion concerning their future status.
9.1 ExTAG WG1, Preparation and maintenance of ExTRS 

The meeting noted that Working Group 1 was convened to create, revise and update the Ex Test Reports to be used within the IECEx Scheme. The work is ongoing. 
 (Report received from Mr P. Kelly, Convenor)

Document noted:


ExTAG(Denver/WG1)05 Report on WG 1 Preparation and maintenance of ExTRs (Green paper)

Mr Kelly commenced his report which he titled ‘Shanghai to Denver’ by saying that there had been no formal meeting of the WG since the Shanghai 2006 Meeting. He went on to point out some of the statistics relating to the working group itself, and to the work carried out to date. He noted that there are 12 members within the WG, and that they come from all continents, he views this as a considerable strength. 

He continued that at present there are 31 different documents being maintained by the WG covering 28 Standards.  He explained that there are 3 general ExTRS, and that the current list of ExTRs is up-to-date with just a few ExTRS yet to be completed.  He then called for volunteers to assist in the compilation of these ExTRs with the following offers being received-

EXAM 
IEC 60079-2

INERIS
IEC 61241-18

FM 

IEC 60079-6
Mr Kelly thanked the volunteers and the test houses. He also stated that the WG 
very much appreciated the feedback received from the assessors during the 
training session, assuring delegates that comments received would certainly be 
given consideration in the preparation of future ExTRs.  Mr Kelly said that as a 
result of feedback received it was intended that there would be modification made to 
the format of the older ExTRs. Mr Jim Munro, Chairman of the Assessor Panel, 
commented that the 
new format ExTRs currently available were much clearer and 
fully supported proposed future changes. 

Mr Kelly continued that work relating to Operational Documents is still in the  
development stage and that a draft revision of OD/010/V1 Operational Decision 
“Guidance for the Preparation of IECEx Test Reports (ExTRs) by IECEx 
Certification Bodies (ExCBs) and the Processing of ExTRs by Receiving ExCBs” 
will 
soon be forwarded to Mr Brenon for circulation to the ExTAG for comment.

The Chairman thanked Mr Kelly for the very valuable contribution made by the 
Working Group. He continued, that although it is very desirable that ExTRs be 
easier to complete, it is necessary that integrity and value of the documents to the 
ExCBs and ExTLs be maintained. The Chairman asked that Mr Kelly meet with the 
volunteers to establish timelines at the same time he thanked the volunteers for their 
support.
9.2
 IECEx TAG WG2 Interpretations and Technical Enquires
The members noted the decision, from the Brdo 2004 Meeting, to disband WG2 as an ExTAG WG.
9.3
IECEx TAG WG3 Documentation and Drawing Requirements

The meeting noted that Working Group 3 was convened to produce a document to assist manufacturers in the preparation of drawings and documentation to be submitted with an application for certification. The work is ongoing

(Report by Mr Jim Birch, Convenor)

Documents discussed:


OD/017/V3 Drawing and documentation Guidance for IECEx Certification

ExTAG/115/R Activity Report on WG 3 Documentation and Drawing Requirements
The Chairman invited Mr Jim Birch, Convenor of WG 3, to report.

Mr Birch advised that no work had been carried out since the ExTAG 2006 Shanghai Meeting. He explained that the problem lay in not having set time lines but that this has now been overcome with his current report.  In order to progress the revision and update the following timetable has been proposed:


30 November 2007 
Comment and input received from WG members


22 February 2008      
Circulation of draft document along with any issues 




requiring further discussion for further comment.


  4 April 2008      
Comment on draft received


16 May 2008   
Final draft circulated for comment


11 July 2008

Comment on Final draft received


  1 August 2008      
Submit revised document and report to ExTAG


Mr Birch asked that members of the WG provide him with feedback in relation to these time lines. He then continued by saying that the format and structure of the current document had been commented on; advising members that these comments would certainly be taken into consideration when reviewing the document. Mr Birch thanked Mr Schwarz (DE) for volunteering to become a member of the WG. 

The ExMC Secretary advised the meeting that the secretariat receives a number of 
enquiries relating to this area; confirming the importance of this work, particularly in 
connection with the applicant guide recently developed by the Secretariat


The Chairman thanked Mr Birch for his report and agreed the importance of the work. He asked that, given the importance of this work, were there other members who would wish to join the WG. TestSafe (AU) and QPS (CA) both agreed to nominate members as well as Mr Evans Massey from the US. The Chairman thanked them very much for their interest and support.
9.4 IECEx TAG WG4, Uncertainty of Measurement 

The meeting noted that Working Group 4 was set up to build a proposal concerning the uncertainty of measurement and the use of test data in test reports. The work is ongoing (Report by Mr David Stubbings, Convenor)

Document noted:

ExTAG OD/012/V1 ExTAG Guide for Application of Uncertainty of 
Measurement to conformity for laboratory tests carried out under the 
IECEx Scheme
Document considered:
ExTAG/116/Inf Draft of IECEE CTL Guide Application of uncertainty of measurement to conformity assessment activities in the electrotechnical sector
As Mr David Stubbings, the Convenor of WG4, was not in attendance at the meeting, 

Mr Shearman advised the meeting that the work was ongoing.

The ExTAG Secretary, Mr Brenon, advised the meeting that a new IEC document -  IEC Guide 115 Application of uncertainty of measurement to conformity assessment had been made available this week. The question was then asked if this document would be of value to the scheme, did it just require cross checking. 

The ExMC secretary reminded the meeting of the scheme’s current document OD/012/V1 ExTAG Guide for Application of Uncertainty of Measurement to conformity for laboratory tests carried out under the IECEx Scheme continuing that it was up to the WG to consider whether or not aspects of new the IEC document were also applicable. He continued that, at the end of the day, the guide could be considered appropriate for all schemes.

The Chairman then asked that the IECEE document be assigned to the WG in conjunction with the scheme’s document for consideration. The Chairman suggested a time limit on the recommendations be June 2008.

9.5
IECEx TAG WG5 Verification of compliance to referenced Standards 
The meeting noted that the scope of ExTAG WG 5 was found to overlap with ExTAG WG 6 therefore the merging of these groups was proposed and agreed. ExTAG WG 5 is thereby disbanded and the former Convenor, Mr Paul Kelly, had agreed to become a member of ExTAG WG6.
9.6
IECEx TAG WG6 Procedures for testing at other locations - Verification of compliance to referenced Standards
The meeting noted that Working Group 6 was formed as a result of discussions held during the 2003 ExTAG Budapest Meeting. The Working Group first met in Budapest in 2003 and reported to the ExMC Budapest Meeting. An initial Operational Document OD 024 IECEx Rules of Procedure covering the use of “Other Testing Laboratories” for the purpose of third party assessment and certification was prepared for the 2006 Shanghai Meeting. After considerable discussion by the ExTAG it was recommended that the document required further work and hence was withdrawn.  WG6 undertook additional work including the surveying of ExTAG members with a follow up meeting of WG6 in Maulburg Germany during April 2007.  WG6 are now in apposition to propose a process for the use of testing at other locations.

Document considered:

ExTAG/120/R – Report from WG6 including proposals for the use of 


testing at other locations (Revised OD024 included in report)
The Chairman invited Mr Michel Brenon, Convenor of WG 6, to report
The Convenor reported on the outcomes of the April 2007, WG 6 meeting held in Germany, and follow-up discussions.

The report promoted much detailed discussion particularly in relation to the proposed introduction of RMTLs, as detailed in the WG6 report, a Testing Laboratory that is owned by a Manufacturer, with a number of members expressing concern relating to the independence of the testing. Some ExCBs stated that they may not be able to accept RMTL test results.  

As a number of regulators were present the Chairman asked for their view.

Mr Chirdon, MSHA, advised that at present their regulations allow manufacturers to supply test data, non-subjective test result, and that they are having a degree of success with this programme. He intimated that RMTL results would likely to be poorly viewed by US regulatory authorities.
Mr Maginnis, NSW Regulator, commented that test data has to be totally independent and expressed concern that the confidence offered by the current system not be downgraded. He suggested that WT, Witness Testing, where the ExTL controls the tests be recommended. 

The Chairman then asked the question do we need RMTL? As a number of countries have already advised that they will not accept these test results would it be an unnecessary move. He proposed that the best way to move forward might be by taking small steps, perhaps start with Witness Testing.

As discussion continued the Chairman recommended and the meeting agreed, that as members were prepared to accept WMTL and would prefer to postpone RMTL, that WG 6 finalize OD 024 with this in mind. He also recommended that WG6 conduct a survey of the ExTAG membership and member bodies on acceptance of Manufacturer’s test results.

9.7
IECEx TAG WG7- The exchange of information, relating to Manufacturer’s Proprietary Information, between ExCBs.
Members noted that Working Group 7 was formed as a result of discussions held during the 2004 Brdo ExTAG Meeting. Concerns were raised during the meeting over the exchange of manufacturer's proprietary information between ExCBs. Based on the outcome of this work a recommendation will go forward to the ExMC. 

(Report by Mr Joe Gryn, Convenor)
Mr Dave Adams, from CSA, reported on behalf of the WG 7 Convenor, Mr Joe Gryn, as follows- 


‘There has been no activity in WG7.  No comments have been received since the 
last meeting.  It is recommended that WG7, having completed its originally 
assigned task, be disbanded.’


The Chairman sought confirmation of this recommendation from the members 
and it was agreed to disband WG7.

9.8       ExTAG WG8 Common Assessment of IS Equipment and Systems 

The meeting noted that Working Group 8 was formed as a result of discussions held during the ExTAG meeting in Brdo, October 2004, it was agreed to set up a working group (WG8) to produce a document that would enable consistent application of the existing Intrinsically Safe apparatus and System standards among bodies operating within the IECEx Scheme. Members are asked to consider the proposals contained in the Convenor’s report.

(Report by Eur-Ing David Walker, Convenor)

Document discussed:


OD 021/V2 Guidance document for the Assessment of I.S systems and 
equipment 



ExTAG/117/R- Report from WG8 - ExTAG WG8 Common Assessment of 

IS Equipment and Systems 

The Chairman noted with thanks a report from the Working Group 8 Convenor, Mr 
David Walker, for the work done to date.  The meeting then considered whether, in 
view of the publication of IEC 60079-11, edition 5, the current OD 
021/V2 
Guidance document for the Assessment of I.S systems and equipment was still 
relevant to the requirements of the scheme and whether or not the document 
should be withdrawn.  After some discussion the meeting agreed that OD21/V2 be 
kept as a guide for Ed. 4 of the standard but considered that Ed. 5 is complete 
enough and no update is required.

 9.9
ExTAG WG9 Ex 's' requirements 

The meeting noted that Working Group 9 was formed as a result of discussions held during the 2005 Buxton ExTAG Meeting. The terms of reference are to develop a common set of requirements that enables ExTRs and CoCs to be issued under the category of Ex 's' special protection.  Members are asked to consider the proposals contained in the Convenor’s report.

(Report from Professor Jianping Xu , Convenor)


Document considered:



ExTAG/118/R Report from WG9 Ex ‘s’ requirements

The Chairman invited Professor Xu to report on the work of ExTAG WG9 .The 
Professor gave a  very detailed report drawing the following conclusions

         That there is a clearly recognized need to develop Ex ‘s’ requirements
         That the proposed document try to establish general principles and   requirements on special protection (a copy of the document is contained in ExTAG/118/R Report from WG9 Ex‘s’ requirements)
         On-going input from all members of the WG and ExTAG is requested particularly in relation 
to the innovation of special techniques

         In consideration of the generally positive input received to date within WG9, WG9 presents the document for further comment from all ExTAG members.

         It is requested that the document be circulated for comment to the ExTAG to provide feedback to the WG

The Chairman thanked Professor Xu for his very comprehensive report and 
asked that members comment on the final draft document which will be circulated by 
the secretariat after the meeting. The Chairman suggested that, given the size and 
content of the document, provide feedback by 1 February 2008.
10. ExTAG Technical Discussions relating to the Certified Equipment Programme (IECEx02)
10.1
To note updates to the current list of ExTAG Decision Sheets
The meeting noted the following document as a listing of current ExTAG Decision Sheets and is issued for information to ExTAG Members. As part of ongoing maintenance the Secretariat draws attention to Decision Sheets that are now five years old
Documents considered:


ExTAG/121/Inf A list of approved ExTAG Decision Sheets 
The Chairman asked the meeting to consider, in accordance with Scheme procedures, the following list of Decision Sheets which are now five years old.


DS 2002/001 - IEC 60079-11:1999-02 Clause: 6.4, 7.11, 7.4
Electrochemical sensors
The meeting decided that this Decision sheet be kept, however, Mr Bill Lawrence, FM, is to forward a modified version to the secretariat to correct an editorial mistake.

DS/2002/002 - IEC 61779 1: 1998 04 Clause: 3.5 Diffusion Gas Sensing Heads
The meeting decided that this Decision Sheet be kept, with TestSafe to draft a revised version to take on board changes with the publication of a new edition of the Standard.


DS 2002/003 IEC 60079 11: 1999-02 Clause: 7.11, 7.4.8 


Rating of components for battery chargeable equipment
The meeting decided that this Decision Sheet be kept


DS 2002/004 IEC 60079-11: 1999-02 Clause: 7.4.2 10.9.3
Electrolyte leakage from cells and batteries
The meeting agreed that this Decision Sheet be kept.

DS 2002/005 IEC 60079-11: 1999-02 Clause: 6.4, 7.11, 7.4
Separate voltage sources
The meeting agreed that this Decision Sheet be kept 

DS 2002/006 IEC 60079 11: 1999-02 Clause: 7.1 Rating of components

The meeting agreed that this Decision Sheet be kept
10.2 ExTAG Decision Sheets under discussion

10.2.1 The ExTAG draft Decision Sheet was prepared by SIRA

Documents noted:


ExTAG/110/CD ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet – Acceptance of test data



ExTAG/122/CC Compilation of comment received on ExTAG Draft 


Decision Sheet Acceptance of test data for discussion in Denver 
The Chairman invited discussion on the Draft Decision Sheet ExTAG/110/CD noting that a Green Paper ExTAG(Denver/SIRA)04, had been issued for inclusion in the discussion . 


As a result of discussion the meeting requested that SIRA complete the resolution 
responses in 
ExTAG/122/CC prior to recirculation of a revised document, 
ExTAG/122B/CC to ensure that comments received were fully addressed. 


The meeting also agreed to form an ad hoc Working Group to address the 
broader issue of material ratings. 


The Chairman then called for volunteers to participate on this ad hoc WG with the 
following agreeing to participate:

Mr. Bill Lawrence as Convenor

Members: Ms. Gordana Manojlovic (AU)  

Mr. Ron Sinclair (GB) 

Mr. Mike Shearman, (GB)  

Mr. Paul Kelly, (US) 

Mr. Nick Maalouf, (CA) 

Mr. Thierry Houiex (FR), 

Mr. Alexander Zalogin (RU).

10.2.2 Draft Decision Sheet concerning CTI Determination

The meeting noted that this draft Decision Sheet was first issued as ExTAG/100/CD - Draft Decision Sheet, which is a draft revision of OD 2006/001 covering Comparative Tracking Index (CTI) and was submitted for discussion during the 2006 Shanghai Meeting.  During the Shanghai Meeting the decision was made that the document be sent back to the submitter for reworking and circulated for comment. The following document is now issued for discussion at the ExTAG Denver 2007 Meeting


Document considered:


ExTAG/112/CD ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet – Comparative Tracking 
Index (CTI) for discussion during the ExTAG Denver Meeting

The Chairman invited discussion on the Draft Decision Sheet ExTAG/112/CD ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet – Comparative Tracking Index (CTI).

After some discussion the meeting agreed that this draft decision Sheet be published as an approved Decision sheet. 
10.2.3
Draft Decision Sheet concerning IEC 60079-15 – Non-sparking device


Draft Decision Sheet ExTAG/104/CD was issued for comment. An updated version taking into account comments received was circulated as ExTAG/104A/CD. Comment received was collated and issued as ExTAG/113/CC and is issued for members consideration
Documents discussed:


ExTAG/104A/CD ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet Non Sparking Device


ExTAG/113/CC A compilation of comment received on ExTAG/104A/CD: 
ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet - Non-Sparking Device – IEC 60079-15 3rd 
Edition for discussion during the ExTAG Denver Meeting

FM Comments concerning ExTAG/104/CD
The Chairman invited discussion on the Draft Decision Sheet, ExTAG/104A/CD
ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet Non Sparking Device.

After considerable discussion the meeting decided that more work was required and that further consideration needed to be given by UL, the originator of the Draft Decision Sheet, to the comments contained in ExTAG/113/CC. UL agreed The Chairman suggested that a revised version of the Draft Decision Sheet, be provided to the secretariat by the end of October 2007.
10.2.4   Draft Decision Sheet, concerning Standard: IEC 60079-0 4th ed. Charging Test,


Method A


The ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet ExTAG/105/CD was circulated for comment. 
The comment received was forwarded to the originator of the document, UL, who 
determined that in view of the comment received the document be referred to 
IEC Technical Committee 31. The status of this Draft Decision Sheet is withdrawn. 


Document noted:

           

 ExTAG/105/CD Draft Decision Sheet, concerning Standard IEC 60079-0 



4th ed. Charging Test, Method A
10.2.5 Draft Decision Sheet prepared by SIMTARS Australia 


Document considered :



ExTAG/123/CD Draft Decision Sheet Assessment and testing of  



electronic ballasts – IEC 60079-15:2006


The Chairman invited discussion on the Draft Decision Sheet, ExTAG/123/CD 
Assessment and testing of electronic ballasts – IEC 60079-15:2006

After discussion the decision was made move the document forward as an 
ExTAG Decision Sheet.
11. ExTAG Technical Discussions relating to the Certified Service Facility Programme (IECEx 03)

11.1 The meeting noted that the  Rules of Procedure IECEx 03.   were published following the last meeting..

11.2 New Operational Documents noted
Documents noted:


Ex OD013 Version 2 - Assessment Procedures to be followed by ExCBs for the Issuing and maintaining of IECEx Certificates of Conformity for Service Facilities conducting Repair, overhaul or modifications of Ex equipment seeking to be known as an IECEx Certified Service Facility. 

Ex OD014 Version 2 – Quality management system requirements for 
IECEx 
Service Facilities involved in repair, overhaul and modification of Ex 
equipment

Ex OD015 Version 2 – Technical Requirements for IECEx Service 
Facilities involved in repair, overhaul and modification of Ex equipment


Ex OD016 Version 1 – Assessment Procedures for IECEx acceptance of 
Candidate Certification Bodies (ExCBs) for the purpose of issuing IECEx 
Certificates to Ex Service Facilities involved in the Repair, Overhaul and 
Modifications of Ex equipment

The Chairman invited the ExMC Secretary, Mr Chris Agius, to give an update on 
the 
status of the Certified Service Facility Programme

The Secretary gave a brief report, touching on the publication of the rules IECEx 
03 
- The IECEx Certified Service Facilities Program covering repair and overhaulof 
Ex 
equipment – Rules of Procedure, and also the various Operational Documents. 
The secretary then advised the meeting that there are now a number of approved 
certification bodies which have been listed on the IECEx Web site at


http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/bodies2.asp?id=5

The secretary commented that it is expected that the first certificate for the
scheme will soon be issued. He also reminded members that the ”real life 
experience” given by 
Mr Theo Pijpker in his presentation - ‘Implementation of 
IECEx 03 – Experiences with IECEx 03 in the Netherlands’ is now available on the 
IECEx and is a most 
informative.


http://www.iecex.com/denver/green_papers.shtm

The Chairman thanked Mr Agius for the update. He remarked that it is most 
pleasing to hear that the scheme is now underway, and also that the first 
certificate 
will soon be issued. 
12
Industry discussion items

12.1 
The following Draft Operational Document was prepared by Mr Evans Massey 


as a result of discussions held during the last ExTAG Meeting, in Shanghai, 
September 2006.

Document considered:



ExTAG/109/CD Draft Operational Document Guidance for “Good working 

practices for IECEx Working Groups”

The Chairman invited discussion on the Draft Decision Sheet, ExTAG/109/CD.


After some discussion members agreed that the document should go forward for publishing as a Guidance Document. At the same time it was suggested, and agreed, that the work be ongoing and that an Adhoc Working group be formed to take into account comments from RU and GB. RU suggesting that the document should apply to both ExTAG and ExMC documents. Mr Zalogin will join Mr Massey on the adhoc WG with GB to nominate a member. 


The Chairman said that he will forward the recommendation to the ExMC. 
12.2
Industry discussion item requested by Evans Massey


Document discussed:



ExTAG/125/CD Industry discussion item for Handling ExTAG 


Decision Sheets

The Chairman opened discussion on the topic raised in document- ExTAG/125/CD


The meeting discussed ExTAG/125/CD Industry discussion item for Handling ExTAG 
Decision Sheets that have been withdrawn. The main concern voiced by the 
members was in relation to traceability. The suggestion being made that nothing 
should be thrown away that every document should be available even if it is 
withdrawn. The members suggested that the availability of withdrawn documents be 
given consideration at the IT level. The meeting made the decision that the 
concept be forwarded to the scheme’s officers for consideration and guidance 
before going back to ExTAG.

12.3 Discussion on IEC Interpretation Sheets IHS and ExTAG Decision Sheets. In noting 
the new I-SH ExTAG are asked to consider the withdrawal of DS 2006/004



Documents discussed:



I-SH 01 TC 31/Publication 60079-1 (2001) 4th Ed.- Electrical Apparatus 


for Explosive Gas Atmospheres - Part 1: Flameproof enclosures "d"



I-SH 01 TC 31/Publication 60079-1 (2003) 5th Ed.- Electrical Apparatus 


for Explosive Gas Atmospheres - Part 1: Flameproof enclosures "d"


DS 2006/004 IEC 60079-1 Clauses 8.2.2, 15.2.11, 15.2.2.1, 15.2.2.2



Ex “d” - preparation of gaps

The Chairman invited discussion as to whether or not DS 2006/004 should be 
withdrawn in view of the publication of the IEC Interpretation sheets.

After discussion it was agreed that the DS should be withdrawn and reference be 
made to the IEC I-SH. The members asked that a link be created from the IECEx 
web site.


The TC 31 Chairman, Mr Jim Munro, also suggested that the withdrawal of DS 
2006/005 be given consideration since the publication of the IEC interpretation sheet  
meant that it was no longer relevant and that reference be made to the IEC I-SH. 


After some discussion the meeting agreed that the Decision Sheet be withdrawn but 
again with a link from the IECEx web site.
13.
New topics (suggestions for topics to be dealt with during the next ExTAG Meeting) to be transmitted to the Secretariat.

No suggestions were received.

14.      Contact with other International and Regional Bodies – Status review

14.1 ExTAG Chairman and IECEx Officers to report
The meeting noted the following activities undertaken to increase the awareness of IECEx and supported IECEx involvement in such events.

IECEx Presentation at the IEC Asia Pacific Centenary Workshop in Singapore, 
Nov 2006


IECEx Presentations at HazardEx UK, Feb 2007


UN ECE Industry Workshop, Geneva March 2007


ICSCA (Industry Cooperation on Standards and Conformity Assessment) 
Forum, 
Munich April 2007


PCIC EU 2007 Conference, Paper and Presentation Paris June 2007


IECEx presentation to Malaysia National Committee for IEC TC 31, July 2007


Others planned for 2007, e.g. UN ECE, Nov; MY Nov  

15.
CAB/ILAC Cooperation 


Review on ILAC Issues (Report by C. Agius).
The ExMC Secretary informed that while an MOU exists between IEC and ILAC it is proving difficult to make the most use of this in specialised fields like Ex.
16. Election of ExTAG Chairman


To finalise the nomination of the ExTAG Chairman, in accordance with the 
following document, for approval by the ExMC

            Document noted:



ExTAG/111/Inf Nomination of ExTAG Chairman

The ExTAG Secretary, Mr Brenon, assumed the Chair for this Agenda topic and Mr 
McManama left the room.

Mr Brenon advised the meeting that only one nomination had been received at the Secretariat for the position of ExTAG Chairman and that it was for Mr Kerry McManama. As Mr McManama was eligible for re-election and had declared his willingness to stand for re-appointment the Secretary nominated Mr McManama for an additional term. 
Mr McManama was re-appointed unanimously. Mr McManama thanked the ExTAG for their confidence in him and also for their continuing support.


ExTAG will put this recommendation forward to ExMC for endorsement
17.
Other Business 

The Chairman invited members to discuss any other business


Mr Mike Shearman (SIRA, GB) raised concerns regarding DS 2006 009 Original 
Equipment Manufacturers (OEM’s). Mr Shearman said the he feels the Decision 
Sheet is ambiguous and may undermine the purpose of the Repair Scheme. After 
some discussion it was suggested that a revised Decision Sheet be prepared 
made by Mr Shearman for circulation to members by the end of October.

18.
Confirmation of next meeting, year and place
(Normally aligned with ExMC meeting) 
The next ExTAG meeting will be held in conjunction with ExMC in France in 2008 
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