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Discussion Paper

Lack of an Authoritative Source 
for 
“Manufacturer’s Documents”
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FM Approvals LLC (FMG) and FM Approvals Ltd. (FME) respectfully request that the following be discussed during the ExTAG meeting in Paris.

Statement of the Problem:

There is a potential problem that arises when ExTRs and QARs are prepared by different ExCBs. When one ExCB is conducting the QAR for a manufacturer that has ExTRs from another ExCB, there is no “authoritative” source for the “Manufacturer’s Documents” (also referred to as “schedule drawings” in OD005). The list of “Manufacturer’s Documents” appears prominently in the ExTR, but not in the ExTR summary information that is available on-line from the IECEx system. When the ExCB is reviewing the functioning of the “Control of Documents” system during a QAR, it seems inappropriate to ask the manufacturer for the “list of schedule documents” and then follow up by asking that same manufacturer for his current ExTRs to make sure that the “manufacturer’s documents” are the same. It would likely require a completely dysfunctional quality system for the manufacturer to get that wrong! The Officers of the Scheme are always promoting the high level of international “confidence in the Scheme” that exists, and it would seem that improvements in the area of “Control of Documents” would be an easy way to build on the current level of confidence. 
It is recognized that some ExCBs do include the list of “Manufacturer’s Documents” in the CoCs they issue, but there is no current requirement for them to do so.
Recommended Action:

Having the ExCB that issues the ExTR add the existing “Cover Page” of the ExTR as the “attachment” on the web link of the ExTR would be a simple solution using currently available information and existing technology. Manufacturers should note that the ExTR Cover Sheet does not contain any proprietary information.
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