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This report covers the activities of IEC Committee TC 31 Equipment for Explosives Atmospheres since the last meeting of IECEx Scheme in September 2007.

The last plenary meeting of TC 31 was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 8-9 November 2007.
Approximately 85 people attended the meeting from about 20 different countries.  This was probably the largest plenary meeting ever held by TC 31.  This was also the last meeting for George Thompson as Secretary of TC 31 before retirement.  

Some major outcomes of this meeting were:

· TC31 supported the proposal from the new joint IEC/ISO subcommittee SC 31M on non-electrical equipment and protective systems regarding title and scope.  These were subsequently approved by the SMB of IEC and TMB of ISO.

· TC31 supported a question (‘Q’ document) to be sent to National Committees seeking information as to the acceptance of the proposed test change for thermal endurance to heat.  This has subsequently progressed to the stage that is expected that there will be an alternative test in the next edition of the General Requirements.
· TC31 agreed to the formation of a working group on Hybrid Gas/Dust Mixtures to continue the work started as an adhoc group.  

· TC31 agreed to form an ad-hoc working group to report back to TC31 on the issue of creepage and clearance distances that are used in the various standards of TC31 and to make recommendations for the way forward.

A meeting of the TC 31 Chairman’s Advisory Group was held in Prague, Czech Republic, on 5 and 6 April 2008.  This was the first meeting attended by the Secretary Danny Peacock and his assistant Bernd Borchert.  One significant outcome from the meeting was the support for formation of two JWGs with TC18 Electrical installations of ships and of mobile and fixed offshore units, with one focused on installations and one focused on equipment.  It also supported the inclusion of the “offshore” requirements in the edition of IEC 60079-19 on Equipment repair, overhaul and reclamation now under development.
Meetings of MTs and WGs continue on a regular basis.
The next plenary meeting of TC 31 is scheduled for 20-21 November 2008 in São Paulo, Brazil.

Some current projects:
· Combining gas and dust standards
· On-going introduction of Equipment Protection Levels (EPLs)

· Bringing all standards into 60079 series

· Electrostatics – joint working group with TC 101.
· New work on special protection ‘s’ – convenor of project team is Ralph Wigg.
· New work on Quality management systems for Ex manufacturers – to be ISO/IEC 80079-34 – convenor of the project team is Thierry Houeix (this had its first meeting last week in Paris).  OD005 has formed the basis for the development of this standard.
Standards issued in last 12 months:
·  60079-0 General requirements (Ed 5 2007-10)

Standards nearing completion:
·  60079-15 Ed 4 Ex n (CDV)

· 60079-18 Ed 3 Ex m (CDV)

· 60079-31 Ed 1 Dust ignition protection  ‘t’ (FDIS)

· 60079-10-1 Classification – Gases Ed 1 (FDIS)

· 60079-10-2 Classification – Dusts (CDV)

· 60079-25  Ed 2 Intrinsically safe systems (CDV)
· 60079-20-1 Ed 1 for data for gases (CDV)
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