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INTRODUCTION

This document contains a letter received from the UK National Committee relating to the Surveillance of the use of the IECEx Mark. It is issued for consideration during the Split ExMC Meeting.
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 Date 13 July 2011   

SURVEILLANCE OF THE USE OF THE MARK
The UK National Committee has taken note of reported discussions that took place at the IECEx WG1 and WG5 meeting on 15 June 2011 and the Ex Mark Committee on 16 June 2011.

.

The UK National Committee believes that some form of streamlining the process for surveillance of Mark related issues is necessary.  Whereas it is the ExCB responsible for the certificate that also has responsibility for issuing the licence, it seems reasonable to be able to rely on a second ExCB to provide surveillance of Mark related activities in the same way that reliance can be placed on the second ExCB producing a QAR for the production activity.  (Both subject to review by the CoC issuing ExCB.)

In order to recognise this and to encourage best practice in achieving this, it is suggested that an addendum to the normal QAR format is created for use by all bodies involved. This would be an optional addition to the normal QAR, but obligatory for manufacturers with a Mark Licence.

This addendum should specifically address the issues outlined in Item 6 of Table 2 in OD 022.

The same items are also addressed in clause 4 of IECEx 04A, namely:

· Exact details of the nominated products (including valid IECEx Certificate of Conformity Numbers) to be covered by the License

· Exact details on how each nominated product is to be marked with the Mark; including documentation, packaging and promotional material as well as usage in catalogues and on websites
· Demonstration that the manufacturer’s quality management system details how they protect the use of the IECEx Mark, such as:
· A policy that the IECEx Mark shall only be used and associated with Ex products covered by an IECEx Certificate of Conformity, listed on the IECEx Mark License Schedule and in accordance with IECEx rules and operational documents (e.g. IECEx 04, OD 022 & OD 023) (refer 2)

· Defined procedures for the design and release of promotional material, including websites to ensure the above policy is maintained and an indication of which position within the organisation that shall have this responsibility and authority
· The manufacturer shall ensure that all requirements of the IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System Rules and Procedures have been met

The UK National Committee requests ExMC to delegate the task of creating such a document to a Task Group comprising Members of WG5 and Ex Mark Committee.  
The UK is prepared to provide a convenor for this Task Group.

Clive Betts
Secretary

UK IECEx Committee
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