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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR
CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE
IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

Title: Draft Constitution for an IECEx Ex Assessment Group to replace ExMC WG4
To: Members of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC 


Introduction

This document contains a proposal from the IECEx Executive for a new IECEx Ex Assessment Group to replace the current ExMC WG4 and is issued for consideration during the 2017 Meeting of the IECEx Management Committee.
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IECEx Ex Assessment Group

Terms of Reference:

To act as the dedicated IECEx Maintenance and Consultative Group for matters relating to the IECEx Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs across all IECEx Schemes 

Structure:

The IECEx Assessment Group (IECEx AG) reports to the ExMC but may consult directly with Committees reporting to the ExMC including:

· ExTAG

· ExSFC

· ExPCC

The IECEx AG shall have a Convener and a deputy Convener appointed by ExMC with a 3 year term and eligible to serve a second 3 year term.  

IECEx Secretariat shall provide Secretary Services to the group.  
Membership:

The IECEx AG shall comprise Lead Assessors plus up to15 experts appointed by ExMC. The 15 experts shall be nominated by IECEx Member Bodies and come from participating ExCBs and ExTLs.  ExMC shall ensure that a balance of interest across all IECEx Schemes is maintained  Members of previous ExMC WG4 that fit this criteria and wish to continue shall comprise part of the membership. 

The IECEx AG shall meet on an as needs basis.

Responsibilities {Clean Version}:

Responsibilities as directed by the ExMC and include:

· Ensure alignment with the Peer Assessment fundamentals of CAB (re CAB Policy documents)

· Review of assessor applications and periodic review of existing pool of assessors for all schemes and provide their recommendations to ExMC relative to the following:

· Overall level of assessment experience, 

· assessor availability, 

· number of assessors (lead and technical) per ExCB/ExTL 

· candidates eligible for migration to lead assessor

· Maintenance of OD 003 Assessment Procedures for IECEx acceptance of Candidate Accepted Certification Bodies (ExCBs) and Ex Testing Laboratories (ExTLs), plus maintenance of other ODs related to assessment procedures for other schemes (this latter would be an additional role for this WG).

· Maintenance of report forms used in assessments

· Development and delivery of assessor training

· Provide a consultative forum for recommendations on issues found during assessments 

· Development of common interpretations, for example for ISO/IEC 17025

