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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION IEC SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

Report of the Meeting of the following IECEx Working Group
Working Group WG1 – Revision of IECEx Scheme Rules and Procedures 

A meeting of Working Group WG5 – Quality System requirements of Ex manufacturers was held immediately following the meeting and is covered by a separate WG5 Report.
Wednesday 15 June 2011

At

BSI Headquarters

389 Chiswick High Road

London, WA 4AL
United Kingdom
ATTENDANCE LIST

	Name


	Organisation

	Chris Agius 

Convener WG 1
	IECEx Secretariat 

	Jeff Olson 

Convener WG 5
	Flowserve Corporation

	US Kerry McManama

	IECEx Chairman

	AU Jim Munro
	Jim Munro International Compliance Pty Ltd

	AU Ralph  Wigg


	E-x Solutions International Pty Ltd

	US Paul Kelly 


	UL

	US Tim Duffy 


	Chairman ExMarkCo

Rockwell Automation

	CH Heinz Berger
	IECEx Treasurer, Certiconsult



	DE Guenter Gabriel


	Pepperl and Fuchs

	DE Gerold Klotz-Engmann


	Endress+Hauser

	DE Gerhard Schwarz


	CCH GmbH

	DK Jasmin Omerovic


	UL/DEMKO

	FR Thierry Houeix


	INERIS



	GB Ron Sinclair


	BASEEFA



	GB David Stubbings


	SIRA certification Service

	Wal Robson


	IECEx Secretariat

	By Invitation
Clive Betts


	UK National Committee


The WG1 meeting, which traditionally met at the commencement of the IECEx annual meeting series, is now scheduled to be held in advance of the IECEx Meetings in accordance with Action Item 17 of the 2010 Berlin ExMC meeting and has agreed to continue with this commitment.  Members of the WG5 are also included as the quality system requirements are an integral part of the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme. 

1
Opening and Welcome

The Convenor welcomed Members and reminded them that the terms of reference of the WG was to deal predominantly with the maintenance of the Rules applicable to the IECEx Equipment Scheme

2
Agenda and Apologies



The agenda was approved and apologies noted such as -



Ms Katy Holdredge



Mr Evans Massey



Mr Jim Birch


Mr Nick Maalouf


Mr Thorsten Arnhold


Mr Michel Brenon


Mr Michel Lhenry


Mr Theo Pipjker
3 
Note IECEx activities + Developments since Berlin 2010 Annual IECEx meetings

Members noted the various activities, achievements and developments since the 2010 IECEx Berlin meetings, including:

· Publication of new OD 024 “Testing at other locations”

· Release of Edition 4.0 of the IECEx Bulletin

· Others as listed throughout this report

3.1 
Publication of the new United Nations UNECE CRO Publication
The Convener reported that the publication of the United Nations UNECE Publication “A Common Regulatory Framework for Equipment Used in Environments with an Explosive Atmosphere” was reported at the recent CAB meeting where it was well received. He advised members of the following formal decision recorded by CAB.
Decision 29/31

CAB welcomes the publication of the UNECE CRO (Common Regulatory Objectives), and calls on the Chairman to report this success story to Council Board. The CAB expresses its appreciation to the IECEx personnel and the German NC in their work to achieve this. 
3.2
Publication of new OD 033 “Unit Verification”
Members noted that the new Operational Document OD 033 “Unit Verification” had now been published.
The Convener advised that following a Decision taken by the IECEx Management Committee during the Berlin 2010 meeting to finalise approval of new Operational Document OD 033 Document ExTAG_214_INF has been prepared to introduce OD 033.  The purpose of this document is to advise each ExCB that they provide a declaration confirmation that they and their associated ExTL(s) have implemented the new IECEx Operational Document OD 033 and Special Addendum to OD 011-2 within their internal quality management system.

He further advise that some ExCBs have already commenced issuing Unit verification Certificates.
There were no further discussions and no issues raised by Members.

3.3
Publication of new OD 024 “Testing at other locations”

Members noted the publication of the new Operational document OD 024 “Testing at other locations”, noting that there was still some issues that ExTAG WG6 were to address in consultation with the IECEx Officers.
No other matters raised at this point.

3.4
Release of Edition 4.0 of the IECEx Bulletin

Members noted the publication of the updated IECEx Bulletin, Edition 4.0
The Convener advised that the publication is available on the website for a short period for free download. Also it is available for sale from the IEC web store.

The Convener informed of an inquiry being brought to the attention of the Secretariat regarding the declared National differences. 

3.5
Promotion/Marketing activities

The Convener advised that recent and future Promotion/marketing activities include the following:

· Industry presentation by the Secretariat in Brunei (November 2010)
· Industry presentation by the Secretariat in Bangkok (April 2011)

· Ron Sinclair involvement in presenting at HazardEx events

Future activities include:

· Kerry McManama, PCIC North America

· 2012 May 2 Workshop in Dubai 

· Ron Sinclair Index Symposium in Nuremberg

· IEC General meeting October 2011- Developing Countries Forum –   IECEx Chair and Ralph Wigg
· Others
Members noted these events and that the Secretariat and Officers are available to assist where promotional opportunities present themselves
4 
Report/Discussion on Items since Berlin 2010

4.1
IECEx 2010 ExMC Minutes (ExMC/642B/RM) with assigned action items relating to WG1

Members noted the Items listed for discussion included the following:

a) Updating of IECEx 02 to reflect ExMC decision, eg OD 024, new ISO/IEC 80079-34, implementation of Unit Verification

b) Updating of IECEx OD 009 to reflect ExMC decisions, resulting from a) 

c) Clarification over Component Certificates and use of editions of Standards

4.2
 IECEx 02 Revision, IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme covering equipment for use in explosive atmospheres –Rules of Procedure

Draft Document Considered – Initial Draft WG1 Version 1.0
The Convener asked members to consider the Initial Draft Revision which had been prepared by the Convener with the intention to have an updated draft ready for submission to ExMC for consideration.

Secretariat Note: Proposed changes to the draft are recorded below under the Clause number. 
Introduction

a) Include Note to indicate that the intention is to only include ISO and IEC Standards.

b) The introduction and scope to be aligned

Title and Scope
a) General agreement on use of term “Equipment for Explosive Atmospheres”
b) The Scope to be aligned with the Introduction.
Clause 3.2
Delete “gas or combustible dust”
Clause 3.8
Include a reference to ExTR covering partial testing.
Clause 3.21
In first line, replace “apparatus” with “Equipment”.
Clause 5.1

a) Await WG5 decision on Application date of ISO/IEC 80079-34.

b) Following the reference to ISO/IEC 80079-34, replace the words “which are“ with “being”.

Clause 5.2 

Method of application to be changed to clarify that this relates to ExCBs and ExTLs, as country membership to the IECEx system is covered by IECEx 01 Basic Ruels  
Clause 5.8 – New Clause on responsibility 
General discussion on whether this information should be included in Publication 01. Agreed that for the time being this Clause should be retained in this document. At a future time this matter could be raised with CAB on the possibility of this information being included in the Statutes.
Clause 7.2
This clause should only reference IEC Standards.
Clause 8.2.4
Delete the word “sufficient” from second last line.
Clause 8.2.8
This clause to be amended to include “full witness or partial witness testing.” 
Clause 8.3.7
In item (b) change “at least” to “not more”.
Clause 10.1
a) In the third line, insert the words “according to these rules” following “ExCBs”

b)  In first dot point, do not use “International”. 

Clause 11.1.1
The fourth dot point to be amended to reference “Manufacturing interests” and to delete all words after “products or services”.
Clause 11.1.10

In second paragraph, second line, add “may” after “extension”.
Clause 11.2.1

The fourth dot point to be amended the same as Clause 11.1.1 above.

Clause 11.2.8
To be amended to reflect the decision under Clause 11.1.10 above.
Clause 12.3

To be amended to only reference IEC Standards.

Appendix A
This appendix to be converted to an Operational document and referred to in the General Rules 01.
Appendix B
Item d should only refer to IEC Standards.
Members noted this completed the review of the draft documents and agreed the amended document should be circulated to WG members for a final review prior to submission to the ExMC.
4.3
 OD 009 Revision, IECEx Equipment Certification Scheme Operations 
Manual  
Report on publication Status
Draft Document to Considered – Initial Draft WG1 Version 1.0
The Convener requested Members to review the proposed draft revision with the intent to have an updated draft ready for submission to ExMC for consideration.

During consideration of the document there was considerable discussion on the use of the “current” standard and “one issue prior” for the purpose of issuing certificates. It was agreed to retain this in OD 009. 
Some concerns were expressed about how this may impinge on the issue of a certificate especially if a job, using the “one issue prior” standard is not finished before a new edition of the standard is published. In such a case the standard being used becomes “two issues prior”.

It was generally felt that ExCBs should continually make themselves aware of the progress of the publication of new issues to ensure they keep up to date.

Members agreed the draft should be updated taking account of the previously agreed changes to Publication 02 and the updated document circulated to WG members for review prior to issue to ExMC.
4.4
Certificate Life, consideration of whether there is a need to 
introduce a requirement to “up date” Component Certificates to later Editions of standards. 
Members noted that this was to be reviewed with a view to formulate a position to be presented to ExMC for consideration at the Split 2011 meeting. 
David Stubbings from SIRA led the discussions with a presentation outlining some of the difficulties and possible solutions with regards to the introduction of requirements to update Component certificates to the latest edition of Standards

Some of the points considered related to the following:
a) If there is a safety related change in the Standards, the ExCB could be forced to update Certificates.

b) If not a safety related change in the standards why force an update.

c) If products use components certified to old standards, the ExCB could make an assessment based on information available. However this could be very complex. 

d) The product Certificate and ExTR could identify the editions of Standards used for the components.

Members after consideration of this issue generally agreed that the following points should be referred to ExMC for consideration:
a) IECEx rely on the information contained with Standards to identify changes in editions

b) IECEx requires that QA audits of manufacturers to identify CoCs that are to old editions of standards and bring this to the attention of the manufacturers, as an observation.

c) Products having Components covered by older editions of Standards may be used with the ExTL/ExCB evaluating any differences the old and current Standard, as per current practice, with explanations given in the ExTR.

d) That CoCs and ExTRs identify which editions of Standards are used including those used for Components

5

Consideration of any additional work for WG1 for the immediate future.  

Members noted that this WG was dealing with the Rules and procedures for the Equipment Scheme. There may be a need for another group to deal with matters related to certified services.

The meeting noted that the IECEx 02 rules refers to equipment IN explosive atmospheres as opposed to Equipment For explosive atmospheres as per TC scope and agreed to consider a change. 

There were no additional items raised for discussion at this stage.

6
Update on ExMC Decision to re-instate WG11 for the development of an Operational Document covering “Licensed Equipment”, (trade Agents)
Members noted that WG 11 is to be reactivated shortly with Mr Sinclair as Convenor, to prepare an Operational Document for Licensed Equipment. 
7
Next Meeting

Members agreed that the next meeting should be held about this time next year in conjunction with the same Groups as this series of meetings (e.g. WG 5, WG 12 and Executive). At this stage it is expected to be held in Paris with the date and venue to be confirmed.

8
Close  
The Convener thanked BSI for hosting the meeting. He also thanked the Members for their valuable contribution and declared the meeting closed at 3.pm.
Chris AGIUS
Convener WG1
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