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ExTAG CONFIRMED MINUTES

1. Opening and Welcome

The Chairman, Mr Kerry McManama, declared the meeting open at 09.00 a.m. Tuesday 30th September 2008. A special welcome was extended to CAB Members Mr Collis (AU) and Mr Brenon (FR), ExTAG Secretary. He also welcomed the scheme’s officers IECEx Chairman, Dr Klausmeyer, IECEx Treasurer, Mr Berger, IECEx Secretary, Mr Agius and Ex Mark Committee Chairman, Mr Duffy. He commented that it was also a great pleasure to have Dr Fujisawa, CAB Chairman Nominee, attend the meeting.

The Chairman  went on to welcome the Observers who were in attendance reminding them that, although welcome to attend the meeting, any comments they made would not be taken into account.

He thanked the hosts and sponsors for the excellent meeting arrangements.  He advised that the first Scheme meeting that he attended had been in Paris in 1998 and that he was pleased to return to the city once again. He commented that in the ten years since his first meeting he had been pleased to see how the scheme had grown and developed and with so much demonstrated interest from manufacturers and end-users.

The Chairman advised that apologies had been received from Mr Jim Birch, SIMTARS (AU) and Mr David Gray, ITACS (AU).

The Chairman then gave the members a few brief details relating to the running of the meeting. He commenced by asking if the members had any objections to Item 7 Performance feedback from ExCBs and ExTLs, usually a restricted session, being an open session. There were no objections from the membership. 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

Document ExTAG/138C/DA
The Agenda was approved by the members.

3.
Report of the 25th September ExTAG Meeting Denver 2007 
Document noted:

· ExTAG/127A/RM Confirmed Minutes of the Ninth Meeting of the 


ExTAG – Denver, USA
The Chairman reported on the last meeting which had been held in Denver, September 2007, advising that subsequent action items from the meeting had mostly been closed. He advised however, that a meeting would be held during the lunch break at 1.30, for ExTAG WG6, Members only, to discuss outstanding matters relating to their work. Mr Nick Maalouff, QPS (CA), requested that in the future an Action Item List, like that of the ExMC, be included in future ExTAG Minutes. The Chairman agreed. 
4.

Report on ExTAG Paris Training Workshop held Monday 29th September 2008 

4.1 
Summary of the main points from the ExTAG Training Workshop, by the ExTAG Chairman, Mr. Kerry McManama

The Chairman informed the members that excellent presentations had been given in the early session of the workshop by Mr Agius, IECEx, Mr Pipjker, Kema and Mr Brenon, LCIE. He commented that these presentations had prompted much discussion. 

He continued that Mr Pipjker’s presentation related to OD005 IECEx QUALITY SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS FOR MANUFACTURERS  proposing that Annexes A and B of the document become mandatory, rather than informative, as is their present status. Mr Pipjker commented during his presentation that the general feeling is that the Annexes should be mandatory but that a firm decision was required.  FM (US) suggested that the terminology be changed to ‘should’ not ‘shall’ thereby being informative rather than normative. Mr Sinclair, BASEEFA said that there may be difficulty using the term mandatory and that a document needs to be prepared and issued for discussion. The members were also asked to keep in mind that a new standard was at present being prepared by TC 31M which could replace OD 005.  

The Chairman advised that there was also considerable discussion during this session on Quality Assessment Reports QARs with the suggestion being made that terminology ‘validity date’ be changed to the ‘expiry date’ or ‘valid until’ on the form.  Also that IECEx QARs only be issued and registered on the Internet site when all major non-conformances had been satisfactorily resolved.
The Chairman reported that discussion had also taken place in relation to National differences with the view being held that if a country does not declare national differences then it can be assumed that no national differences exist. 
The Chairman advised that a most valuable Assessor Review training session had also been held as part of the ExTAG Training Workshop. He continued saying that the reason behind the inclusion of this training session was to enable ExCBs and ExTLs, those approved, and those at the application stage, to attend in order to understand what is expected as part of an IECEx Assessment. He concluded by saying that the success of the training session confirmed the value in maintaining this as a regular event, noting that while it was of great benefit to Assessors, it was very valuable to ExCBs and ExTLs.

4.2 Matters and actions arising from the ExTAG Training workshop 
Document noted:
· ExTAG/139/Inf ExTAG Training workshop program.

As a result of discussion which arose from the training workshop the Chairman will forward the following items to the ExMC for consideration-
· Operational Document OD 005 - concern from the members that Annexes A and B be applied consistently. The Chairman suggested, and the meeting agreed, that ExTAG recommend to the ExMC that ExMC WG 5 determine appropriate wording to allow the Annexes A and B to be used in a more consistent way.

· On the QAR form, it is suggested that validity date be changed to expiry date or valid until. This is an editorial issue to be dealt with by the IECEx Secretariat
· In order to align the IECEx practice to other Schemes it was suggested to establish a clear principle that where no National Differences have been reported to the IECEx Secretariat that the Scheme determines that none exist.  Thereby removing the option to show TBA (To be advised) in the IECEx Bulletin.
5.  
New Applicant Status Short Review.
The Chairman invited the ExMC Secretary to report. 

The Secretary commenced by reminding the Meeting that Operational Document OD 001, Scheme Membership of ExCBs and ExTLs, was previously converted to an electronic format and provides for constant updating of both new bodies, applicant bodies and the contact details of existing bodies. The Secretary advised that applications to all of the scheme’s programs are progressing well. The meeting was also advised that OD 001 identifies amongst other information:

· ExCBs – Equipment Program (Applicants)

· ExCBs – Service Facilities Program (Applicants)

· ExTLs - Equipment Program (Applicants

· ExCBs – Mark License Issuing Body (Applicant)

The Chairman thanked the Secretary for his report.   
6.

Assessment/Re-assessment/Surveillance of ExCBs and ExTLs
6.1
Status review.

6.2
To note ExMC revision of Assessment Procedures, OD 003,


Document discussed

· ExMC/460/CD – Draft OD 003 Part 2: Procedures for the 




assessment, surveillance assessment and reassessment of ExCBs 


and ExTLs (Draft Revision OD 003 Version 1) prepared by Mr Jim 



Munro, Chairman of Panel of Assessors 

The Chairman invited members to consider this document. There was much discussion on the proposed changes, mostly in relation to the changing of the re-assessment period from 5 years to 3 years. The primary concerns of the meeting being costs and resources. Mr Munro, Chairman of the Assessor Panel, and originator of the document, commented that it can sometimes be difficult to find an Accreditation Body which supplies sufficient information. He continued that 5 years is a long time and that quite often significant changes have occurred.
The Chairman then asked members to 

1. Decide if they concur with the changes proposed and if they do forward this feedback to the ExMC

2. Oppose - forward this feedback to the ExMC

3. Make no comment

After further discussion the members agreed that, as the decision would be finalised during the ExMC Meeting, ExTAG would not make a recommendation but would look to the outcome of discussions in the ExMC Meeting. 

7.


Performance feedback from ExCBs and ExTLs 

(Restricted participation)

The Chairman advised, that as decided at the beginning of the meeting, Item 7 was no longer a restricted session but would be an open session. He asked members to discuss openly any issues, or indeed suggestions, that they may have. As there was no discussion the Chairman moved on to the next agenda Item.
8.
IECEx Website and On-line Certificate of Conformity
The Chairman invited the IECEx Secretary, Mr. Agius, to report. The Secretary commenced by saying that one of the most successful promotional tools of the Scheme, to date, has been the CoC site, advising that there has been an increase in the number of enquiries from both manufacturers, and end users, as a result of their accessing the online system. He continued, commenting that there are now far fewer enquiries from ExCBs and ExTLs which would seem to indicate that ExCBs and ExTLs are comfortable with the site. He concluded his report by saying that there are Guides and Operational Documents available on the IECEx Web Site to assist members, and that should they have any enquiries whatsoever, the Secretariat was only too pleased to assist at all times.

The Chairman thanked the Secretary for his report commenting that all members appreciate the support and help given to them by the Secretariat.

9.       ExTAG Working Group Status - Review

Review of the status of work conducted by the ExTAG Working Groups.

9.1
ExTAG ad hoc WG 1 Material Data
The Chairman invited the ad hoc WG Convenor, Mr Bill Lawrence, to report. Mr Lawrence commenced his report by advising that the WG’s first face to face meeting of members had been held at UTE on Sunday 28th September. He advised the meeting that a document of Sunday’s meeting outcomes was prepared and would be available as an ExTAG Green Paper on the IECEx Web Site.  He then commenced a verbal report advising that the group had identified three major concerns-

1. What “data” identifying the material specifications and properties is   acceptable by the ExTL for the ExTR for the type-tested product?

2. What “data” is required to be in the ExTR so that it meets the needs of other   ExCBs in providing National certification?

3. What processes can be put in place for the QAR to ensure the continuing conformity of the product with the documentation given that the conformity of the materials of construction may be difficult.
He commented that after considerable discussion within the ad hoc WG, and with some proposed solutions, one being that, the existing decision sheets for CTI be withdrawn until a revised Decision Sheet, which addresses the four properties, can be put in place, hopefully by the 2009 Meeting. He recommended that the work of this ad hoc WG be continued. 

There was some discussion, the TC31 Chairman commented that he felt nervous about leaving a vacuum suggesting that the current Decision Sheets remain until the new document becomes available.  Mr Lawrence maintained that as the two Decision Sheets were inconsistent they should be withdrawn. UL agreed with the ad hoc WG Convenor. UL/DEMKO, MSTC and KEMA however agreed with the TC 31 Chairman that it was better to have some guidelines than none at all. After further discussion the Convenor asked if, given the amount of work still to be carried out, the members would agree to the re-appointment of the ad hoc WG.  The suggestion was then put forward that given the workload it would be more appropriate for the ad hoc WG to become a WG. The Chairman then asked Mr Lawrence if this was agreed was he prepared to remain Convenor. Mr Lawrence agreed, as did the current ad hoc WG members, although, Mr Maalouf, QPS, suggested that as the scope of the WG may escalate additional members would be required. Mr Lawrence advised that the scope would be limited to material properties.

The Chairman asked the members if they would support this proposal. The members agreed that ExTAG ad hoc WG1 become ExTAG WG 14 with the current scope. The Chairman thanked Mr Lawrence and the WG members for their work.

9.2 
ExTAG ad hoc WG2 Guidance for "Good working practices for IECEx 
Working Groups



Documents noted and discussed:



ExTAG/141/R Report on Ad Hoc WG 2 Good working practices for IECEx 


Working Groups


OD 031/V1 Guide for Good Working Practices for the Management of 


IECEx Scheme Working Groups.
The Chairman invited Mr Massey, Convenor of ExTAG ad hoc WG2, to report. Mr Massey commenced his report by suggesting that the real value of OD 031 would be known only when used by other WG Convenors. He continued saying that the ad hoc WG would appreciate feedback from all WGs. He advised that the members that a small ad hoc WG meeting had been held but that there was still more work to be done with a revised document to be prepared for the 2009 Meeting. In concluding Mr Massey asked that, given the ongoing work which included ExMC WGs, the ad hoc WG become a WG within the ExMC with additional members.

The Chairman asked the members if they would support the proposal. The members agreed. The Chairman thanked Mr Massey and the WG members for their work.

9.3
ExTAG WG1, Preparation and maintenance of ExTRS 

9.3.1 
Status of ExTRs

 
The Chairman invited Mr Paul Kelly, Convenor of ExTAG WG1, to report. Mr Kelly commenced by advising that ExTAG WG01 had met on 29 September 2008 during the 2008 IECEx Scheme meetings in Paris. He informed the members a report had been prepared and would be available as an ExTAG Green Paper on the IECEx Web Site. He was pleased to advise the members that just about all ExTRs are now available, or will be available before the end of October, on the IECEx Web Site.  He continued that a number of inconsistencies had been identified in the completion of ExTRs so some changes had been made to emphasise important areas where more information is required. Mr Kelly asked the members to support the premise that when issuing an ExTR the referenced standard always be used, or, in the instance where no edition is indicated then the latest edition to be used. The members agreed.   

The Chairman thanked Mr Kelly and the WG members for their work commenting that it was very gratifying to hear that nearly all ExTRs were now available.
9.3.2 Revision of OD 010/V1


The revision of OD 010/V1 Operational Document “Guidance for the Preparation of IECEx Test Reports (ExTRs) by IECEx Certification Bodies (ExCBs) and the Processing of ExTRs by Receiving ExCBs”

The Chairman invited Mr Paul Kelly to report. Mr Kelly advised the members that the revised document was not yet completed but that he expected it to be prepared by the 2009 Meeting. 

9.4
 IECEx TAG WG2 Interpretations and Technical Enquires disbanded 
Brdo 2004
9.5
IECEx TAG WG3 Documentation and Drawing Requirements

Documents considered:


ExTAG/150/R WG3 – OD017, Drawing and Documentation 
Guidance for IEC Ex Certification - Activity Report 2008


OD 017/V3 Drawing and documentation Guidance for IECEx 
Certification
The Chairman advised the members that although the Convenor, Mr Birch, had been unable to attend the meeting, he had forwarded, for consideration by the members, a proposed timetable for the preparation of a revised edition of OD 017. 

The members considered, and agreed to, the proposed timetable. The Chairman concluded by suggesting that if delegates have any comments they should be forwarded to Mr Birch.
9.6        IECEx TAG WG4, Uncertainty of Measurement 

Documents considered:


ExTAG/135/CD Draft Ex OD012/Version 2 - ExTAG Guide for 
Application of Uncertainty of Measurement to conformity for 
laboratory tests carried out under the IECEx Scheme


IEC Guide 115 Application of uncertainty of measurement to 
conformity assessment
The Chairman advised the members that although the Convenor, Mr Stubbings, had been unable to attend the meeting a document, ExTAG/135/CD, had been prepared for approval. The Chairman sought comment/approval from the members. Mr Shearman, SIRA, commented that the document did not address the fundamentals as to how to carry out a test, and therefore needed more work. LCIE, commented that some tables still require harmonisation while UL/DEMKO commented that the document is not ready for use by the ExTAG as it does not cover all areas and proposed that additional time for comment was needed. 

In conclusion, as a result of discussion, the ExTAG recommended that this   document be revised and re-circulated for comment. 
9.7
IECEx TAG WG5 Verification of compliance to referenced Standards disbanded Buxton 2005
9.8
IECEx TAG WG6 Procedures for testing at other locations - Verification of compliance to referenced Standards
The Chairman invited the Interim Convenor of ExTAG WG6, Mr Chris Agius, to report, reminding the members that a permanent convenor was required. Mr Agius commenced his report advising that a brief meeting had been held as part of the IECEx 2008 Paris meetings (Tuesday 30 September 2008). The WG asked for approval of the following proposals:
1.
Terms of Reference for the ExTAG WG6:

To establish the mechanisms by which test data generated by a manufacturer under the control of an ExTL or ExCB can be accepted within the IECEx Scheme can be accommodated

A work program for the WG6 be developed

Initial drafting take into account all documents submitted to date.

2.
Appointment of new Convener, Mr Nick Maalouf of QPS, Canada

The members discussed and agreed to the proposed terms of reference and approved the appointment of Nick Maalouf, QPS, as Convenor. 

 9.9
IECEx TAG WG7- The exchange of information between ExCBs of “Manufacturer’s Proprietary Information” disbanded Denver 2007
9.10       ExTAG WG8 Common Assessment of IS Equipment and Systems 

Document noted:


OD 021/V2 Guidance document for the Assessment of I.S systems 
and equipment 

The Chairman advised that Mr Walker had been unable to attend the meeting. He suggested should delegates have any questions/concerns relating to this document, they contact Mr Walker directly. He concluded by reminding delegates that OD 021 has been retained on the premise that it is still applicable to the earlier editions of IEC 60079-11.

 9.11
ExTAG WG9 Ex 's' requirements 

Document considered:



ExTAG/132/CD Equipment for gas and dust explosive 



atmospheres – Special protection “s”
The Chairman invited Professor Xu, Convenor of ExTAG WG9, to report. Professor Xu commenced his report by asking the members if, given the work being carried out by TC31 relating to Special protection “s”, WG9 was still relevant, suggesting that it should perhaps be disbanded. Mr Munro, Chairman, TC31, commented that this would be premature and that WG9 should remain in place until the Standard was published as the scheme may wish to put some checks and balances in place. He suggested that the WG be put on standby as collaboration would undoubtedly be beneficial.

The Chairman asked the members if they agreed with the proposal that the WG be put in a recess method as suggested by Mr Munro and if so, what do we do with the current document, do we wait for a Standard or should the ExTAG progress on its own. After much discussion the members agreed that WG9 remain on standby and that future work be a liaison role with the appropriate TC31 committee.

9.12 
ExTAG WG10 Proficiency Testing


Document considered:



ExTAG/146/R Report from Dr Uwe Klausmeyer, Convenor ExTAG 


WG 1 0, Proficiency Testing
The Chairman invited Dr Klausmeyer, Convenor of ExTAG WG10, to report.

Dr Klausmeyer referred the delegates to his report commenting that the IECEx Scheme has the capability to organize and execute home-grown activities in this field. He continued that UL DEMKO and PTB have designed a small proficiency testing program on explosion tests and invited other IECEx test laboratories to join their activities. 

INERIS and QPS both advised that they wished to participate in the comparison program outlined by Dr Klausmeyer. The Chairman thanked Dr Klausmeyer for his report and suggested that delegates seeking additional information on the report, or wishing to participate on the WG, should contact Dr Klausmeyer.
10
ExTAG Technical Discussions relating to the Certified Equipment 
Programme (IECEx02)

10.1
ExTAG Decision Sheets

10.1.1 To note updates to the current list of ExTAG Decision Sheets
Document noted

ExTAG/144/Inf A list of ExTAG Decision Sheets approved since the Denver 2007 Meetings

The document was noted and as there were no comments the Chairman moved on to the next Agenda item
10.1.2 Maintenance of Decision Sheets

The Chairman advised the members that as part of the ongoing maintenance of Decision Sheets, the meeting is asked to consider the relevance of DS’s that are five years old. These documents are included for consideration and final recommendations as to whether they are still current or should be removed as required.


Document considered



DS 2003/003   Assessment of infallible safety shunt assemblies


The Members agreed that this DS should be retained as some ExTLs still contain this edition of IEC 60079-11 within their scope. It was also noted that as long as equipment is still being used it should be retained.


DS 2003/02     ExTAG decisions and recommendations: Proposal 
for a procedure to generate, discuss and finalise them

The members recommended that the Secretariat revise this document and that it be published as an Operational Document agreeing, however, that until the OD is published the decision Sheet should be retained. 



DS 2003/01 
Limitation of RF power Status of document: 





There was considerable discussion about the use of this edition particularly with the new edition ‘0’ having been published. The Chairman suggested that it should stay current until there is an Interpretation Sheet. While Mr Sinclair, BASEEFA, agreed that it could be maintained but that the inconsistency should not be maintained. The members agreed that it be retained until a revised edition was prepared to remove inconsistencies with Mr Sinclair, BASEEFA, agreeing to review the document. 

ExTAG Decision Sheets under discussion

10.2.1 Proposal 1 from TestSafe (AU)

TestSafe (AU) has prepared the following document for discussion /consideration


Document considered:




ExTAG/136/CD Revision of ExTAG Decision Sheet DS 2004/006 

The Chairman asked the members if they approved, for publishing, the Draft Decision Sheet as shown in ExTAG/136/CD. Mr Fiske, Intertek US, commented that there are inconsistencies within the proposed document commenting that it was not clear in Situations 1 and 2 of the document whether the component was covered by an ExTR or a certificate. After further discussion the members decided that more time was required. The Chairman suggested that comments be forwarded to the Secretariat by the end of October. Once these comments have been received they will be forwarded to TestSafe for consideration during the preparation of a revised document. TestSafe agreed to await comment and to then prepare a revised document for circulation within the ExTAG for comment. 

10.2.2
Proposal 2 from TestSafe (AU)

Documents considered:




ExTAG/137/CD Revision of ExTAG Decision Sheet DS 2006/002


ExTAG/145A/CD ExTAG Industry Discussion Request – 
Unspecified Ex Certified Components

The Chairman asked the members if they approved, for publishing, the Draft Decision Sheet as shown in ExTAG/136/CD. The members agreed, after discussion, that more time was needed for input from industry and that once again that comments be forwarded to the Secretariat by the end of October, for inclusion by TestSafe, in a revision of the document.
10.2.3 Draft decision sheet concerning limiting components for voltage limitation of IEC60079-11


Draft document presented by Dr Johannsmeyer of PTB

Document discussed: 


ExTAG/148/CD Draft Decision Sheet Application of clause 7.5.3 for series limiting components for voltage limitation of IEC 60079-11

The Chairman asked the members if they approved for publishing the Draft Decision Sheet as shown in ExTAG/148/CD. The question was asked whether or not this should in fact be a Decision Sheet, or whether, as it is a technical issue, it should be an Interpretation Sheet. The members agreed, after discussion, that more time was needed for comment and that once again that comments be forwarded to the Secretariat by the end of October. The comments are then be forwarded to Dr. Johannsmeyer. The Chairman suggested that when commenting it be made clear whether the document should be published as a Decision Sheet, or whether given its technical nature, it should be forwarded to SC 31G for publication as an Interpretation Sheet. In concluding the discussion on this Item the TC31 Chairman asked that it be noted that the issue is really a technical issue.

10.2.4
Update concerning ExTAG/130/CD
Documents noted/discussed:


ExTAG/130/CD Draft Decision Sheet - Totality of equipment to be 


suitable for hazardous area installation when issuing IECEx 



certificates

ExTAG/133A/CC Compilation of Comments received concerning 


document: ExTAG/130/CD: –Totality of equipment to be suitable for 

hazardous area installation when issuing IECEx certificates

ExTAG/143A/CD Updated Initial response from TC 31 Maintenance Team regarding the IEC Standard IEC62013 Caplights, and EXTAG documents ExTAG/130/CD and ExTAG/133/CC.

The Chairman suggested that this item be referred back to the TC31 Chairman who will consult with the Secretariat and then circulate a revised document.

10.3
Listing of manufacturer’s drawings


Document noted/considered


ExTAG/140/CD Discussion Paper - Lack of an Authoritative Source 

for “Manufacturer’s Documents”

The Chairman introduced this item by advising that there had already been detailed discussion during the ExTAG Training Session but that he was happy for there to be further consideration of the proposal. Again there was considerable discussion by the Members with Mr Lawrence, FM US, saying that there is real value in maintaining a list of drawings on the ExTR registration system, agreeing that it be limited to the level 1 password, and should contain only the following-


- drawing numbers


- drawing tittles


- drawing revision statues
The full drawings themselves will not be listed.

BASEEFA, GB, expressed concerns over confidentiality and suggested that manufacturers just would not allow this to happen. KEMA, NL and INERIS, FR agreed with BASEEFA, GB saying that not only did they not see the need for it, but confidentiality would most certainly be a real issue. 
After much discussion the decision was taken by the members to forward this proposal to the ExMC to obtain a broader overview. 

11.
ExTAG Discussions relating to the Certified Service Facility Programme 
(IECEx 03)


Document noted:


OD 019/Version 4 IECEx Participation and Scheme Fees
The Chairman advised the members that this document is for noting and not for discussion. The members noted the document.

12.
Industry discussion items


12.1
Industry discussion item requested by The South African Flameproof Association


Document discussed:



ExTAG/142/CD Industry discussion request item Group 1 Mining

The Chairman invited the TC31 Chairman, Mr. Munro, to comment. Mr. Munro advised the meeting that past TC31 proposals for committee work to be carried out in this area had met with insufficient support from countries. He continued that within TC 31J Classification of hazardous areas and installation requirements there had simply not been enough interested parties but added that there had been some interest shown from within TC 31M Non-electrical equipment and protective systems for explosive atmospheres. 
The Chairman thanked Mr. Munro and advised that the ExTAG will make an official request to TC 31 in relation to the area of Group 1 Mining. In the meantime Mr. Munro offered to discuss the topic informally, with ZA. 
12.2 
Industry discussion item requested by Baldor Electric Company


Document discussed/considered

ExTAG/149/CD Conformity Assessment of Material’s Physical Properties


DS 2008/002 CTI Testing


DS 2008/004 Acceptance of test data

The Chairman advised that as this topic has been discussed earlier there was no need for further discussion and moved on to the next Item.

13.
New topics (suggestions for topics to be dealt with during the next ExTAG Meeting)
The Chairman asked if members had any suggestions for topics that they would like introduced for future discussion. As there were no suggestions he moved on to the next Agenda item

14.      Contact with other International and Regional Bodies – Status review

14.1
Report from Scheme’s officers

The Chairman invited the ExMC Secretary to report. The ExMC Secretary briefly reported on the various promotions carried out during 2008, including among others

· the IECEx 2008 Industry Symposium Brunei Darussalam
· PCIC  - Europe
· UNECE
He commented that it is most important for members to take up opportunities to promote the Scheme. He continued that the officers are at the disposal of the members to assist in this important work, either in person, or with prepared presentations, which may be utilized. The Secretary concluded by encouraging all members to take opportunities to participate in promotional events.
14.2 
CAB/ILAC Cooperation 

The ExMC Secretary advised the members that the ILAC/IAF meeting was now due to be held in December 2008. Members would be advised of outcomes which related to the Scheme, or which might be of interest to the Scheme, by the Secretary.  

16. ExTAG Chairman

Document noted:


ExMC/436/Inf Call for Nominations for consideration as IECEx 
Chairman “Nomination from the United States of America”

The Chairman advised that as he has nominated to be the new IECEx Chairman, the nomination of a new ExTAG Chairman needs to be given consideration. He advised that there have been two excellent nominations for the role received, Mr. Dave Adams (CSA) and Mr. Ron Sinclair (BASEEFA). He invited both Mr. Adams and Mr. Sinclair to say a few words. They both expressed their commitment to the scheme as well giving a brief description of their work experience in the Ex field. The Chairman then asked the candidates to leave the room in order for a confidential vote to take place.

The Chairman then gave members an opportunity to comment and discuss the nominations. 

Following the vote, which had been very close, and in conclusion, the meeting endorsed the nomination of Mr Ron Sinclair, BASEEFA as the ExTAG nomination to go forward to the ExMC.  
Mr Sinclair, BASEEFA, expressed his thanks and appreciation to the members for their confidence in him and reconfirmed his commitment to the IECEx Scheme. 

17.
Matters for proposal to ExMC
The Chairman informed the members that the following major items are to be forwarded to the ExMC for consideration during the ExMC Paris Meeting to be held on 2nd and 3rd October 2008
· QAR Summary form, ExTAG requests that ‘validity date’ be changed to ‘expiry date’ or ‘valid until’.

· Inclusion of a listing of manufacturers drawings as an attachment to the ExTR summary page on the IECEx website, under password protection

· Annexes A and B of OD 005 IECEx Quality System Requirements for manufacturers. ExTAG asks should Annexes A and B of OD 005 become mandatory, if so, this should be decided by the Scheme. The ExTAG proposes to ExMC that the wording also needed to be improved to ensure a more consistent application.

· In order to align the IECEx practice to one of the other CAB Schemes, ExTAG suggest that, in the absence of any specific requirements or national differences officially declared to the IECEx Secretariat, that the Scheme determines that none exist. 
· ExTAG recommends that ExTAG/109/CD Draft Operational Document Guidance for “Good working practices for IECEx Working Groups” this ad hoc WG2 become an ExMC WG, rather than ad hoc WG, with ongoing work by Mr Evans Massey as Convenor and with existing Members
18.
Other Business


 ISO/IAF 


Document noted

· ExMC/474/Inf - ISO and IAF announce schedule for implementation of accredited certification to ISO 9001:2008
The ExMC Secretary drew the member’s attention to the ISO/IAF Circular regarding the implementation of the new ISO 9001:2008. The Members noted the document.

19.
Confirmation of next meeting, year and place
(Normally aligned with ExMC meeting) 

The Chairman advised that the next ExTAG meeting will be held in conjunction with the ExMC in Melbourne, Australia commencing 31st August 2008 

20.
Close

In closing the meeting the Chairman once again extended the sincere thanks of the members to the French National Committee and the supporting organisations for hosting the meeting. He also thanked the members for their attention and contribution to the meeting saying it was these factors which made the meeting successful.

The meeting was declared close at 5.15 30th September 2008.
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No.
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Item
	Action
	By Whom
	Completion 

date

	1
	9.1
	ExTAG ad hoc WG 1 Material Data to become ExTAG WG 14 with the current scope, Convenor and members

	IECEx Secretariat
	After the meeting

	2
	9.2
	ExTAG ad hoc WG2 Guidance for "Good working practices for IECEx Working Groups to become a WG within the ExMC with the current Convenor and members.


	IECEx Secretariat
	After the meeting

	3
	9.3.1
	All ExTRs to be available before the end of October

	ExTAG WG1 and 

IECEx Secretariat

	

	4
	9.3.2


	A revised edition of OD 010/V1 Operational Document “Guidance for the Preparation of IECEx Test Reports (ExTRs) by IECEx Certification Bodies (ExCBs) and the Processing of ExTRs by Receiving ExCBs to be prepared by the 2009 Meeting


	Paul Kelly
	Before the next meeting

	5
	9.5 
	Ex TAG WG3 Documentation and Drawing Requirements proposed timetable for WG.

Received to date  
Comment and input received from WG members

30 November 2008    
Circulation of draft document along with any issues requiring further discussion for further comment.

2 February 2009      
Comment on draft received

16 March 2009   
Final draft circulated for comment

20 April 2009

Comment on Final draft received

25 May 2009      
Submit revised document and report to ExTAG


	ExTAG WG3 Convenor and members
	Re proposed timetable

	6
	9.6
	ExTAG/135/CD Draft Ex OD012/Version 2 - ExTAG Guide for Application of Uncertainty of Measurement  to be revised and recirculated to the ExTAG for comment
	Mr David Stubbings
IECEx Secretariat
	After the meeting

	7
	9.8
	Nick Maalouf, QPS, to be appointed as Convenor of ExTAG WG6.

	IECEx Secretariat
	After the meeting

	8
	9.8
	ExTAG WG 6 to meet and prepare a revised document by 2009 meeting. Revised terms of reference.


	ExTAG WG 6
	Before the next meeting

	9
	9.11
	WG9 remain on standby but to take on a liaison role with the appropriate TC31 committee.


	Professor Xu and TC31
	Ongoing

	10
	9.12
	ExTAG WG10 Proficiency Testing

INERIS and QPS to participate in the comparison program outlined by Dr Klausmeyer.

	INERIS, QPS and PTB
	After the meeting

	11
	10.1.2
	DS 2003/02   ExTAG decisions and recommendations: Proposal for a procedure to generate, discuss and finalise them.  Secretariat to revise this document and that it be published as an Operational Document

	IECEx Secretariat
	After the meeting

	12
	10.1.2
	DS 2003/01 
Limitation of RF power Status of document to be revised by Mr Ron Sinclair, BASEEFA
	Mr Ron Sinclair, BASEEFA


	After the meeting

	13
	10.2.1
	ExTAG/136/CD Revision of ExTAG Decision Sheet DS 2004/006. Comment to the Secretariat by the end of October. TestSafe then to prepare a revised document.

	Members and TestSafe
	After the meeting

	14
	10.2.2
	ExTAG/137/CD Revision of ExTAG Decision Sheet DS 2006/002

ExTAG/145A/CD ExTAG Industry Discussion Request – Unspecified Ex Certified Components
Comment to the Secretariat by the end of October. TestSafe then to prepare a revised document.


	Members and TestSafe
	After the meeting

	15
	10.2.3
	Draft decision sheet concerning limiting components for voltage limitation of IEC60079-11ExTAG/148/CD

Comment to the Secretariat by the end of October. Dr Johannsmeyer then to prepare a revised document or for forwarding to TC 31


	Members and 

Dr Johannsmeyer
	After the meeting

	16
	10.2.4
	Update concerning ExTAG/130/CD
To be referred back to the TC31 Chairman who will consult with the Secretariat and then circulate a revised document.


	IECEx Secretariat
TC31 Chairman
	After the meeting

	17
	12.1
	The Chairman thanked Mr. Munro and advised that the ExTAG will make an official request to TC 31 in relation to the area of Group 1 Mining. In the meantime Mr. Munro offered to discuss the topic informally with ZA

	ExTAG Chairman and Mr. Jim Munro
	After the meeting

	18
	14.2 

	CAB/ILAC Cooperation 
EXMC Secretary to report on outcomes which relate to the Scheme, or which might be of interest to the Scheme. 


	IECEx Secretariat

	December 2008
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