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Introduction
This document provides a report of the activities of ExTAG WG1 since the 2005 IECEx Scheme meetings in Buxton (UK).

This report is submitted for information and presentation at the 2006 IECEx Scheme Testing & Assessment Group (ExTAG) meeting to be held in Shanghai (China).

Description / Scope

This Working Group was convened to create, revise and update the Ex Test Reports to be used within the IECEx Scheme.

Membership

Paul T. Kelly, UL – Convenor

Dave Adams, CSA International

Michel Brenon, LCIE

Ashraf Chowdhury, SIMTARS

William Fiske, Intertek ETL

Ulrich Johannsmeyer, PTB

Uwe Klausmeyer, PTB

Ajay Maira, TestSafe

Kerry McManama, UL

Jim Munro, IEC / TC31 Chairman

Ron Sinclair, BASEEFA

Ralph Wigg, E-x Solutions International Pty Ltd

Responsible ExTR Documents

	Blank Documents
	Status

	Cover Sheet
	Revised 2006-08 version on-line.

	Addendum
	New 2006-08 version on-line.

	National Differences
	New 2006-08 version on-line.

	IEC 60079-0
	> Existing 4th edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 5th edition (currently at CDV stage); already assigned.

	IEC 60079-1
	> Existing 5th edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 6th edition (currently at RVC stage); already assigned.

	IEC 60079-2
	> Existing 4th edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 5th edition (currently at RVC stage); not yet assigned.

	IEC 60079-5
	> Existing 2nd edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 3rd edition (currently at RVC stage); not yet assigned.

	IEC 60079-6
	> Existing 2nd edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 3rd edition (currently at RVC stage); not yet assigned.

	IEC 60079-7
	> Existing 3rd edition version on-line (in a general structure).

> Existing 3rd edition version on-line (in a terminal block specific structure).

> Revised 2006-08 4th edition version on-line.

	IEC 60079-11
	> Existing 4th edition version on-line.

> Revised 2006-08 5th edition version under review prior to submission to CO for release.

	IEC 60079-15
	> Existing 3rd edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 4th edition (currently at DC stage); already assigned.

	IEC 60079-18
	> Existing 2nd edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 3rd edition (currently at CC stage); not yet assigned.

	IEC 60079-25
	> Existing 1st edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 2nd edition (currently at CC stage); already assigned.

	IEC 60079-26
	> Existing 1st edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on already published 2nd edition; not yet assigned.

	IEC 60079-27
	> New 1st edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 2nd edition (currently at CC stage); already assigned.

	IEC 60079-28
	New version to be based on already published 1st edition; not yet assigned.

	IEC 61241-0
	Existing 1st edition version on-line.

	IEC 61241-1
	Existing 1st edition version on-line.

	IEC 61241-1-1
	> Existing 2nd edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 3rd edition (currently at CD stage); not yet assigned.

	IEC 61241-4
	Existing 1st edition version on-line.

	IEC 61241-11
	New 1st edition version on-line.

	IEC 61779-1 thru IEC 61779-5
	Existing 1st edition version on-line.

	IEC 62086-1
	> Existing 1st edition version on-line.

> Next revision to be based on 2nd edition (currently at RVC stage); already assigned.

	IEC 62013-1
	New 2nd edition version on-line.


Meetings

A teleconference was held on Wednesday, 26 July 2006, involving WG1 members from Australia, Canada, Europe and USA.  

As a result of this meeting, and the committed efforts by WG members, a number of evolutionary efforts are underway regarding the development, use and maintenance of the Scheme's ExTR blank documents.  The objective of these efforts is to continue to have ExTR documents that provide comprehensive and transportable verification of compliance, while at the same time simplifying and clarifying their issuance and acceptance.  

The following highlights these evolutionary efforts...

ExTR Cover Sheet

· Establishment of a revised ExTR cover sheet format that incorporates much of the general information that was being repeated in the beginning of each ExTR (i.e., ratings, nameplate, model/type reference, manufacturer’s documents, etc).  
· Such an approach allows for the subsequent elimination of repeating this information when multiple ExTRs are necessary to document a single given piece of equipment.  
· This cover sheet is to be compiled and reviewed by the ExTL, with the ExCB giving the final approval, or compiled by the ExCB without the involvement of the ExTL.  
· This document is to serve as the sole cover for an ExTR package, which may be comprised of a single ExTR document or multiple ExTR documents.  This ExTR Cover is to be completed and attached to the completed ExTR package.
· From this point forward, this general information will be removed from each existing ExTR blank document as revised versions of them are released.  For any ExTR that does not have an imminent revision due to a new edition approaching, they will be revised separately.
ExTR Addendum

· Establishment of a coordinated and simplified format for the creation of addendums to a given ExTR.
· This ExTR Addendum is to be compiled and reviewed by the ExTL.  
· The document is to supplement an already issued Ex Test Report and is to be accompanied by a single ExTR Cover Sheet, which is to be approved by the ExCB.
· Only those clauses applicable to the supplemental issue being addressed are to be tabulated and remarked upon as part of this document.  
· ExTR Report of National Differences may also supplement this ExTR Addendum (see below). 
ExTR of National Differences

· Establishment of a coordinated and simplified format for the documentation of National Differences associated with the issuance of ExTRs.  
· The intent is for all National Differences for the desired end-country / region to be itemized, with an indication of "N/A" or "Pass". 

· This ExTR is to be compiled and reviewed by the ExTL.  
· The document is to supplement an Ex Test Report or ExTR Addendum (see above), with a separate such document issued for each intended country / region.  
· All National Differences of the intended country / region are to be tabulated and remarked upon as part of this document.
ExTRs

· Establishment of a Word-based format utilizing a table-based structure that allows for the expansion of row size as more data is entered, and the deletion of unnecessary "subclause" rows when the main clause has been noted as "N/A" - - all without impacting document presentation.
· Relocation of the general information noted above into the new Cover Sheet format.
· Combination of previous “Section 1 / Section 2” structure into a single document to be completed by the ExTL and approved by the ExCB.

· Elimination of the need for ExCB initials after every row pertaining to a given clause and its remark.
· Implementation of a tabulated testing documentation structure that allows testing tables to be added only for those tests for which a high level of detail is deemed critical (e.g. most ExCBs would likely want detailed information on temperature testing such as the location of thermocouples, but would not need or want detailed information on impact testing).
· Elimination of the verdict "Fail", as ExTRs should not be issued with a failing result.
· Encouragement of additional explanatory details based on availability of more space for remarks.  
· From this point forward, the intent is for each ExTR to incorporate these concepts as revised versions are released.  For any ExTR that does not have an imminent revision due to a new edition approaching, they will be revised separately.
· ExTR blank documents are to be compiled and reviewed by the ExTL.  
· The ExTR package in which an ExTR is incorporated (comprised of a single ExTR document or multiple ExTR documents) is to be accompanied by a single ExTR Cover Sheet, which is to be approved by the ExCB.  
· ExTR Addendum(s) and/or ExTR Report of National Differences may also supplement an ExTR.
OD010

· Obtain authorization and responsibility for ExTAG WG1 to maintain OD010, "Guidance for the Preparation of IECEx Test Reports (ExTRs) by IECEx Certification Bodies (ExTRs) and the Processing of ExTRs by Receiving ExCBs".

· Upon authorization, update this OD to reflect the above evolutionary efforts and have the updates circulated for comment and vote.

New ODxyz

· Obtain authorization and responsibility for ExTAG WG1 to develop and maintain a new OD to address the guidelines for assigning both the creation of new ExTRs and the revisions to existing ExTRs.

Open Issues

· Discussions are underway within the WG regarding the benefits and concerns of a narrative ExTR approach versus a checklist approach.

· IEC 60079-11 is the example of an ExTR utilizing the narrative approach.

· Benefits of the narrative approach are that it pulls together the discrete safety concepts into a single overarching statement of how compliance was approached and determined.

· Concerns of the narrative approach are that, if the evaluation staff is not required to provide an active response to all clauses in the standard, and if the verification staff is not required to actively review each response, all clauses in the standard may not be addressed.

· Another concern expressed by WG members centered around solely relying on a very lengthy narrative for compliance documentation (especially in the case of IEC 60079-11) that must be written by an Issuing Body and then read by a Receiving Body in a language that may not be their primary language. 

· A combined narrative and checklist approach is under discussion.

*****End of Report*******
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