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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

IEC SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS FOR SAFETY OF

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SCHEME)

For consideration by Members of Ex Testing and Assessment Group, ExTAG

(For information to Members of the Ex Management Committee, ExMC)

DRAFT  OPERATIONAL  DOCUMENT – Guide to the issuing and receiving of IECEx Assessment and Test Reports (ATRs)
Introduction

This document proposes guidance for the preparation, issuing and receiving of IECEx ATRs.  This guidance is intended to align with the principles and rules of the IECEx Scheme.

This document is issued to ExTAG members for consideration during the September 2000 Braunschweig ExTAG meeting.  ExTAG members are therefore requested to consider this document and be prepared for discussion during the Braunschweig meeting.

DRAFT OPERATIONAL DOCUMENT

GUIDANCE ON THE USE OF ATRs 

This document sets out guidance for the purpose of clarifying certain aspects relating to the completion, presentation and use of IECEx Assessment and Test Reports (ATRs)

1 The primary role of the IECEx Scheme is to assess Ex products in accordance with IEC Standards and National Differences, if any.  As such, the general approach to testing and assessment shall be to subject products to tests as specified in the Standards.  If the IEC standard requires a test to be conducted, this test should be done and results recorded as indicated on the Evaluation Record (Section 2 of the ATR)

2 Where it is felt that a test is not necessary, the reasons shall be clearly documented and supported by sound engineering  rationale.  Such approach should be supported by ExTAG interpretation sheets.   Where ExTAG interpretation sheets are not available, the ACB receiving the ATR has the right to either request the test to be conducted or have the test performed locally

3 Section 1 of the ATR should clearly identify where the information can be located, for each Clause, within the Evaluation Record (Section 2 of the ATR).  Where more than 1 ExTL has been involved the  ExTL shall be clearly identified.

4 Sections 1 and 2 of an ATR can be numbered as individual documents. In this instance, Section 1 of an ATR must clearly identify the relevant Evaluation Record (Section2 of the ATR) to which it relates

5 An ATR Cover Sheet can apply to more than 1 IEC standard and therefore can contain multiple Section 1 and Section 2s.  a Separate Section 1 and Section 2 (Evaluation Record) must be included to cover each standard

6 ATRs are not to be used by manufacturers for commercial use, ie they are not certificates.

7 While a manufacturer can apply directly to an ExTL, if permitted by the ACB, the ExTL must pass the Evaluation Record directly to the ACB and not the back to the manufacturer

8 An issuing ACB may pass the ATR back to the manufacturer or be engaged by the manufacturer to pass on the ATR to another ACB as an agent of the manufacturer

9 An ACB receiving an ATR has the right to request a certificated copy of the original ATR.  Copies may be  certified by the ACB issuing the ATR or other means acceptable to the receiving ACB.

10 An ACB receiving an ATR has the right to request samples for inspection and or colour photographs showing the complete equipment and details associated with the protection technique(s).

11 ATRs issued by ACBs shall be numbered as follows:

Country / ACB / last 2 digits of the year / sequential number

AU/QAS/00 – 001

12 An ACB receiving an ATR has the right to verify the testing to national differences covered by an ATR

13 Where an ATR covers a range of models or product variants, the ATR shall clearly detail the association of variants and how these have been dealt with during the test and assessment.  There should be no ambiguity as to what equipment is covered by the ATR. In this instance, the actual models tested and range recommended shall be covered.  An ACB receiving an ATR that covers many models and product variants has the right to verify the testing of models not tested by the ACB.

14 It is permissible to include enclosures or attachments to an Evaluation record (Section 2 ) to assist in gaining a clear understanding of the product and its assessment.  Such enclosures or annexes shall clearly identify the Clause of the standard to which it relates

15 When applying for an ATR, a manufacture shall submit to an ACB or ExTL the appropriate application form together with drawing and other documentation that forms the specification of the product.  In general a minimum of three copies of this information shall be provided

