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This Paper is being submitted to the IEC ExTAG to be considered during the Meeting to be held on 8-9 October 2001 in Berne.

Subject
-
Testing and assessment of enclosures, for compliance with Clause 16 – Cable and conduit entries of IEC 60079-0:1998

Clause 16 of IEC 60079.0 appears to refer to both the hole and the fittings as cable and conduit entries. This causes confusion when assessing and testing an enclosure with no cable glands fitted.

Clause 16.1 clearly refers to the holes (typically referred to as entries) in the enclosures requiring the maximum number, position etc to be specified.

Clause 16.2 is addressing the equipment fitted in the holes covered by Clause 16.1. In order to verify that the fittings be constructed and fixed so that they do not alter the specific characteristics of the protection technique either testing is required or separately certified cable glands be used. To address this clause a testing officer could either conduct the applicable tests or specify that separately certified cable glands will be used. To specify that separately certified cable glands are used it would be necessary to include this requirement as a condition in the certificate (as some supporting evidence is required to make such a comment in the test record/report) as it is not necessarily a responsibility of the manufacturer to specify the cable glands and would not appear on his drawings.

Proposal

Until such time that the requirements of this Clause are amended to permit the use of separately certified cable glands without the requirement, inferred or otherwise, for testing, a condition should be included in the certificate requiring that separately certified cable glands be used.

Sydney, 20-August 2001
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