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Introduction
This document provides a report of the activities of ExTAG WG14 since the 2017 Meetings of the IECEx System in Washington, D.C. (USA).

This report is submitted for consideration during the 2018 IECEx System Testing & Assessment Group (ExTAG) meeting to be held in Cannes (France).
Description / Scope

This Working Group was convened to consider a possible revision of existing DS 2015/001A regarding the publication of IEC TS 60079-46, and recommendations for a transitional period.
Membership

	Mr. Paul Kelly, Convenor
Mr. Simon Barrowcliff

Mr. Sean Clarke
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Mr. Mario Dona
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Meetings Since Washington, D.C. (USA) Meetings
No meetings held since the 2017 Meetings of the IECEx System in Washington, D.C. (USA)
Issues for ExTAG Consideration
As noted above, the Scope of ExTAG WG14 is “to consider a possible revision of existing DS 2015/001A regarding the publication of IEC TS 60079-46, and recommendations for a transitional period”.
As part of addressing this Scope, the following three questions were considered by the ExTAG WG14…

Q1: Should DS 2015/001A be immediately withdrawn, now that IEC TS 60079-46 is published and available for ExCB/ExTL scope expansions?

Q2: Should DS 2015/001A be allowed to continue to be used for an “as yet to be determined” limited period of time prior to its withdrawal, so as to permit work in process to be completed without disruption?  

Q3: Should DS 2015/001A be treated as a “one edition prior” of IEC TS 60079-46, allowing it to be used for new or revised IECEx CoCs until a 2nd edition of IEC TS 60079-46 is published?

While not unanimous, the strong WG opinion is in support of Q3 above.  This support is based on the following reasons…

1. The requirements in DS 2015/001A are not unsafe.

2. The DS is the basis for the majority of IECEx assembly CoCs to date, with at least 33 CoCs issued based on the DS, and only six CoCs issued based on IEC TS 60079-46 (as of this report).

3. Based on feedback received so far, the use of the TS results in a more complex project than the use of the DS.  This is likely why more CoCs are being issued based on the DS than based on the TS.

4. It is the intent of PT 60079-46 to discuss this complexity feedback and determine if the next edition of the TS needs revisions to address this complexity issue.

5. Based on the above four points, and with industry not driving one approach versus the other, the DS could be retained for now, and allow its continued use for new CoCs and revisions to existing CoCs until the next edition of the TS is issued.

With ExTAG WG14 supporting Q3 above, the issue for consideration by ExTAG is whether ExTAG also supports Q3 and recommends it for acceptance by ExMC.

Any further work by ExTAG WG14 is on hold pending resolution by ExTAG and ExMC regarding this issue.
*****End of Main Report*******
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