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ExTAG decisions

Approach and proposal for a procedure to generate, discuss and finalise them.

One of the task of the Committee of Testing Laboratories (ExTL) and Accepted Certification Bodies (ACB) of IECEx is to improve uniform application of the IEC Standards used in the IECEx Scheme for tests and verifications. The recommendations for uniform application made during the IECEx meetings and quoted in the relevant minutes should be collected in a collection of decision sheets. This work will not be done with the intention to modify or "interpret" standards. If ExTAG comes to the opinion, that there possibly are mistakes or gaps in the standards, the question will be transferred to the relevant technical committee responsible for the standard.

· Experience in the starting‑up phase of IECEx shows, that ExTAG decisions are needed.

· The time to decision need to be short ‑ many proposals will be linked to ongoing acceptance procedures of IECEx TARs.

· It should be mandatory, that always a complete draft ExTAG decision is proposed, not solely a problem put forward.

· Discussion of draft ExTAG decisions in ExTAG shall aim to reach consensus (consensus: according to ISO:" The stage of a discussion, where nobody disagrees so much that he would make a case of it”).

· Possible outcome of discussions ending in consensus are only:

· The draft Ex TAG decision is ‑ with or without modification ‑ acceptable. 

· The problem can not be solved by Ex TAG, the standard has to be clarified or amended.


Proposals for ExTAG decisions should be forwarded to the ExTAG secretary and chairman with CC 
to IECEx Secretariat and ExMC chairman.

· Chairmen and secretaries shall check if the problem is technical or non‑technical.

· Non‑technical problems shall be transferred to ExMC, the proposing body shall be informed about


the decision.

· Proposals with technical character shall be disseminated to all ACBs, ExTLs and NCs as well to the Chairman of TC31, the chairman of the related SC of TC31 and to the convenor of the MT.

· When the proposal has been disseminated to, there should be a deadline for alternative proposals to modify the draft ExTAG decision.

· If after the deadline for comments no proposals for modification are received by IECEx secretariat, the proposed draft ExTAG decision shall have the status: 

"ExTAG decision adopted by ExTAG”

· If there are several different proposals for modification, ExTAG secretary and chairman shall try to find a synthesis of the different proposals and generate a new draft ExTAG decision. If this is not possible, the problem shall be discussed on the next ExTAG meeting.

· If there is only one modified proposal, this proposal shall be noted as new draft ExTAG decision and again have a deadline for modified proposals.

· ExTAG decisions adopted by ExTAG shall be subject of notification to ExMC. ExMC should check, if the ExTAG decision was prepared following the rules. A technical discussion should be raised again in ExMC.

· If ExMc have endorsed this ExTAG decision, it shall be incorporated to the decision list on the IECEx Website.

· If ExMC does not endorse the ExTAG decision, it shall be subject of discussion in ExTAG again.

· Acceptance and implementation of endorsed ExTAG decisions shall be binding for accepted ACBs and ExTLs.

· Acceptance and implementation of ExTAG decisions not yet endorsed by ExMC shall be possible at the discretion of issuing and accepting bodies.
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