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Proposal on

IECEx Memberships

At the 2004 ExMC meeting in Brdo, the discussion of IECEx finances identified potential opportunities, of fiscal and promotional nature, in possible new IECEx membership concepts.  

The purpose of this paper is to outline some new membership possibilities in hope that they will facilitate further ExMC discussion.   Should the ExMC decide that this proposal merits further consideration, these membership concepts should be examined in more depth, and specific proposals for discussion and approval by the ExMC should be developed.    

Potential New IECEx Memberships

The IECEx membership rules are outlined in IECEx 02.  There are currently two levels of membership in the IECEx: the designated national Member Bodies and the Recognized ExCBs (with their integral or affiliated ExTLs).  

It well known, however, that countries, organizations, institutions, regulators, manufacturers, Ex product users, insurers, specifiers (eg. engineering consultants), etc., have a keen interest in the progress, developments, decisions, and successes of the IECEx.

It is proposed therefore that the IECEx should consider a number of additional forms of membership for the purpose of providing relevant information to various interested parties.

The following system of multi-level memberships would be based on layered information system that permits access to the appropriate layer.

1. Member Country (national committee/member body)

2. ExCB & ExTL

3. In-Training membership– a certification or testing body, in a member country, training to become an ExCB or ExTL 

4. Non-member country accepting IECEx Certificates (and IECEx Mark) 

5. Recognizing-only certification organizations (in either member or non-member countries)

6. Non-member country – information only 

7. Individual information membership – manufacturer, distributor, buyer, regulator, product user (utility, contractor, industrial user).

It is suggested that membership levels 4, 5, 6 and 7 above could be totally independent from one another and have no pre-determined order or pre-conditions.

Each of the proposed membership levels could include appropriate rights and benefits beyond access to information, such as the ability to participate as an observer in a specified number of IECEx meetings, right to contribute to the work of the ExMC working groups, opportunity to undergo an IECEx assessment or pre-assessment, opportunity to submit feedback and input the IECEx.

The information needs and interests of the potential new member entities could be determined by the IECEx Member Bodies and reported to ExMC Working Group convened for this purpose.     
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