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Introduction

This document provides a report from the WG2 Convener, Mr Cleare of the UK, concerning the status of TGDs for information and consideration by ExMC at the October 2004 Brdo meeting.
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1. Purpose of Technical Guidance Documents (TGDs)

In order for the IECEx Scheme to meet its aim of providing a worldwide certification system for Ex products, it is vital that the bodies carrying out the testing, assessment and certification services meet the specified requirements. All bodies are subject to peer assessment by assessors appointed by the Ex Management Committee. TGDs are used by the assessors in order that the assessment of certification bodies and testing laboratories is carried out against an agreed technical framework. The work of these bodies is intended to provide objective evidence of the conformity (or otherwise) of products with the IEC standards accepted for use within the IECEx Scheme. The TGDs provide a list of key factors which are used to indicate the competence of the people carrying out the work and the suitability of the equipment and procedures used by them.

2. Structure of TGDs

There is intended to be a TGD for each IEC standard accepted for use in the IECEx Scheme. The TGDs comprise:

· a title page identifying the IEC standard concerned and the issue number and date of the TGD. 

· a documentation control page listing initial issue and revisions

· a page of explanatory notes regarding how the TGD is to be used

· an introductory page outlining the protection philosophy and typical applications for the standard.

· a series of assessment points or questions related to each clause of the standard against which the assessor is able to indicate:

· that the requirement is properly documented; and

· that the requirement is properly understood and is being implemented effectively.

There is also a column for comments by the assessor to support the finding of  the conformity (or otherwise) of the body to the requirements for the clause in question.

3. Control of TGDs

TGDs are prepared by members of IECEx under the coordination of WG2. Once they have been approved by ExMC, they are controlled for the IECEx Secretariat by:

The Engineering Equipment and Materials Users Association

3rd Floor 20 Long Lane.

LONDON.

EC1A 9HL

Phone  +44 (0)20 7 796 1293

Fax  +44 (0)20 7 796 1294

E-mail: JRichman@eemua.co.uk 

4. Issued TGDs

The following TGDs have been issued:

	Type of protection
	TGD
	IEC Standard No.
	General requirements edition date

	
	Revision No
	Date
	
	

	d
	0
	1997/09
	79-1:1990
	1990+A1&A2

	e
	3
	2002/06
	79-7:1990
	1990+A1&A2

	i
	4
	2002/10
	79-11:1991 (?)
	1998 (?)

	m
	0
	2002/02
	79-18:1992
	1998

	n
	Provisional
	?
	60079-15:2001
	

	p
	1
	2003/11
	60079-2:2001
	1998+A1&A2

	DIP
	0
	2002/02
	61241-1-1:1999
	

	Gas
	1
	2004/04
	61779-1 to -5:1998
	


5. TGDs in preparation
TGDs are in preparation for oil-filled ‘o’, powder-filled ‘q’ and non-incendive ‘n’.

6. Comments on current situation
a) Availability of  TGDs  With the exception of ‘n’, all popular types of protection are covered. Types ‘o’ and ‘q’ tend to be used rarely and a decision is needed as to whether there is any significant benefit from completing these TGDs. A TGS is also required for assessment of bodies carrying out QA auditing in accordance with OD 005.

b) Condition of TGDs  The TGDs vary in the way in which the assessment points are set out, some providing questions for the assessor to use in establishing the conformity of the body and some reading like inspection checklists for the equipment under scrutiny. Some have not been updated in line with later editions of the standards and in some cases those that have do not provide sufficient information to be confident as to what has been done.

c) Use of TGDs  There is no collated information on the extent to which the TGDs have been used by the assessors and how well they have served their purpose.

d) Format of TGDs  There have been difficulties in using the existing “soft” versions when filling in the TGD forms.

7. Tasks for WG2
a) Need for TGDs  Seek the views of ExMC as to whether TGDs are needed and if so how to ensure that they fulfil their function in the best way.

b) Completion of TGDs Complete ‘n’; also ‘o’ and ‘q’ if agreed to be necessary. Prepare TGD for QA auditing.

c) Updating of TGDs Review current issues of standards to ascertain the need for revision. If revision is needed, find volunteers to carry out the work. Also revise format as necessary to ease completion on computer.

d) Use of TGDs  Set up system to collect assessor’s experience in using the TGDs and feeding this back into further changes to the system.
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