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1.
OPENING AND WELCOME – The Meeting Commenced 9.00 a.m. Thursday 7th September 2006.  The following apologies were noted. 

Mr Ron Sinclair, BASEEFA (GB)

Mr Jim Birch, SIMTARS (AU)

Mr Chirdon, MSHA (US)

Mr Reuben Harokave from Papua New Guinea

Dr Klausmeyer opened the meeting at 9.00 a.m. 

Mr Xie, Deputy Administrator, CNCA ,on behalf of both CNCA and CQM welcomed delegates and officers to the 10th Meeting of IECEx in Shanghai, which, he explained, is at the forefront of China’s economic reform. He also extended a special welcome to all ExCBs and ExTLs and relevant industry representatives.

As a member of CAB, Mr Xie mentioned that he has closely followed the growth and progress of the IECEx Scheme over the years, and is pleased to see this has developed as the only intended scheme for this field. Mr Xie continued that he believes that the rules set by the IECEx will ensure a free flow of trade while at the same time ensuring a high level of safety. He cited the single rules and its goal of one standard, one test, one certificate and sees the IECEx as one of the most important and successful of International Schemes.

Mr Xie mentioned that this 10th annual meeting, being held in Shanghai, will greatly enable and enhance further development and a greater contribution to the Ex industry in China.

In conclusion, Mr Xie wished the delegates and participants a successful meeting and hoped that they would have a pleasant stay in Shanghai.

The Chairman, in response, thanked Mr Xie for his kind words, and confirmed that to date all meetings have been very successful and that with the excellent preparations and facilities we are also assured of another successful meeting here in Shanghai. The chairman briefly gave an overview of the meetings held over the past 10 years and was pleased to say that each meeting had achieved a milestone particularly in 2003 when the IECEx Certificate was introduced. He continued that he was happy to chair the 10th annual meeting in Shanghai.

The Chairman then noted that with each year the number of Delegates attending the IECEx series of meetings had increased.  He added that he was particularly pleased to see the increased number of industry representatives. 

The Chairman then welcomed Mr Bhatia from BIS, and congratulated India on becoming the latest country to join the scheme. In response Mr Bhatia read out a message of appreciation from the Director General of BIS, expressing his thanks to the members for their support.

The Chairman also welcomed Mr Leroux from TOTAL of France as well as Mr Waudby, from the NSW Department of Primary Industries, as a regulator.

Mr Xie introduced Madam Tang Xiaofen Director- deputy and also Mr Huong Xiao Lu Director General Quarantine and Inspection. 

2

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA



ExMC/331A/ DA



The agenda ExMC/331A/DA was approved.

3

MINUTES OF THE LAST ExMC MEETING

3.1 
The meeting noted the Confirmed Minutes, ExMC/302A/RM of the last meeting held in Buxton, U.K October 2005.  The minutes having previously been confirmed via correspondence.



Referenced Documentation:

Document Noted: 

· ExMC/302A/RM – Confirmed Minutes
3.2 Matters arising from these minutes

3.2.1
Report on Actions arising from the 2005 ExMC Buxton Meeting
The meeting noted and discussed a report from the secretary concerning the action list detailed in Annex A of the Buxton Minutes, Document ExMC/302A/RM and List of Decisions ExMC/300/Inf.
Action: 22 to carry forward as part of an Action item from this meeting. The meeting agreed to form a new Working Group to determine various forms of membership.

4

REPORT ON IEC CAB (Conformity Assessment Board) MATTERS

The meeting received reports from the Chairman and Secretary with the following items being dealt with during the meeting.
4.1
Reviewed the Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) Decisions from CAB meetings since Buxton 2005 ExMC meeting



Documents Noted:

· CAB/610/DL - List of decisions of the May 2006 CAB Meeting in Geneva 

· CAB/576/DL -List of decisions of the October 2005 CAB meeting held in Cape Town

The meeting noted the list of Decisions from the CAB meetings held since the last ExMC meeting.

4.2
Specific CAB Matters for noting or action by ExMC
4.2.1
CAB WG 7 – IEC Mark of Conformity



Document Noted:

· CAB/576/DL - List of decisions of the October 2005 CAB Meeting in Cape Town, Item 18/3
· CAB/610/DL – List of decisions of the May 2006 CAB Meeting in Geneva, 



Item 19/6
The meeting noted the CAB decision to cease work on a generic IEC Mark but yet agree for the progression of a Mark dedicated to the Ex Field.  The meeting noted that this issue is for further discussion under agenda item 11. 

4.2.2
CAB/ILAC/IAF Cooperation 

Documents Noted

· CAB/594/R – Report on the CAB/ILAC Technical Panel
· CAB/595/R - Report on the CAB/IAF Technical Panel
The Chairman introduced this item noting that work on cooperation with both ILAC and IAF is important to IECEx as to prevent wasteful duplication of effort but yet the need to ensure that sound and credible assessments of ExTLs and ExCBs take place.

CA supported the Chairman’s comments noting that the purpose of the Technical Panels (TP) were to develop cooperation between the Schemes and accreditors.

The Secretary gave a report on attendance at the last TPs held earlier this year which included the first meeting of the IAF/IEC TP.  The Secretary further informed on his submission of a discussion paper raising concerns over the credibility of ISO 9001 certifications of manufacturers following concerns raised during IECEx Quality System assessments, noting that IAF representatives acknowledged that there are issues in certain areas that need to be addressed.

In conclusion the meeting supported the on-going work of these TPs and the participation by IECEx.    

4.2.3
Restriction of Hazardous Substances



Documents Considered

· CAB/610/DL- List of decisions of the May 2006 CAB Meeting in Geneva, 



Item 19/3

· CAB/608/R- Report from the CAB WG9 Convener concerning the questionnaire on hazardous substances
· ExMC/300/Inf – List of decision from the 2005 Buxton ExMC meeting (Decision 2005/07)
· ExMC/302A/RM – Confirmed Minutes
· IECQ QC 080000 – IECQ Specification, HSPM

In noting the previous decision by the ExMC on the topic of Conformity Assessment for Hazardous Substances (reflected in ExMC/302A/RM item 4.3.3 and Decision 2005/07), the meeting was asked to consider any further information or advice that should be forwarded to the CAB, noting that IECEE have also been asked to consider this matter further.

Members were further informed that the IECQ have taken the decision to convert the Pilot Scheme – “The Assessment and Certification of Management Systems, associated with Hazardous Substance Process Management” (HSPM), into a full Scheme, now in operation, using IECQ Specification QC 080000.

The meeting entered in to general discussion with the following points being noted.

GB believed that it would be unwise for IECEx to get involved the area of Hazardous Substances until Hazardous Substance requirements exist in standards. 

FR, agreeing with the GB comments, believed that there should not be a duplication of work by the schemes. 

CA likewise supported GB agreeing that IECEx should not be involved in this field. The U.S. agreed with these views.

In conclusion, the Meeting agreed to reconfirm decision 2005/07 from the Buxton Meeting, ExMC/300/DL and for the Chairman and Secretary to convey this to CAB.

4.2.4 ISO/IEC Guide 65 Revision

With the pending revision of ISO/IEC Guide 65 by CASCO, ExMC have the opportunity to participate in the work of this CASCO Working Group. The Meeting agreed to form a Working Group comprising the following members

Mr Chris Agius, Convenor

Mr Jim Munro TC31 Chairman

Mr Zhang Wei (CN)

Mr Heinz Berger (IECEx Treasurer)

Mr Joe Gryn (CA)

Mr David Stubbings (GB)

Mr Ron Sinclair (GB)

Mr A Was (GB)


This WG will coordinate its input to the Work of a newly formed CASCO WG

4.2.5 Other CAB matters 

Draft Agenda for CAB Berlin 2006 Meeting was provided for member’s information.

Document Noted:

CAB/618/DA   Draft Agenda CAB Meeting Berlin September 2006

CA commented that at the next CAB Meeting observers may attend.

5

IECEx OFFICERS



Nomination of IECEx Secretary 


Documents Noted:

· ExMC/317/Inf - Term of the IECEx Secretary
In noting that the only nomination received was from Mr Agius, the ExMC was asked to endorse the nomination of Mr Agius, for approval by CAB. The meeting agreed to Mr Agius’ nomination for appointment by CAB, with members expressing their thanks for his efforts.

6

IECEx MEMBERSHIP

6.1 Current Membership



Document Noted:



OD 001 – Scheme Membership
The Secretary informed the meeting of the new database now available on the IECEx website as a replacement for document OD 001 - Scheme Members. http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp 

6.2      New Country Membership

Documents Noted:

· ExMC/315/DV - Acceptance of BIS India as an IECEx Member Body participating within the IECEx Scheme

· ExMC/332/RV – Result on the Acceptance of India.



The meeting noted with pleasure the acceptance, via correspondence, of India, as a new member country of the IECEx Scheme. Mr Bhatia, on behalf of the Director General, Mr S. P. Sharma, gave a brief address to the meeting.

6.3
Other Possible new Countries



During discussion on possible new member countries AU suggested that the Secretariat should look for potential new members from South East Asia advising that they would be willing to assist in exploring this possibility.

AU mentioned the situation in Brazil as a possible area for membership.

The TC 31 Chairman, Mr Jim Munro, also suggested that some of the newer P members of TC 31 may also be possible new Members.

The Secretary reminded Members of the previous decision to pose a CHF 1’000 per delegate for Delegates from Observer countries that have attended beyond 2 meetings with the meeting agreeing to reconfirm this fee. 

6.4
New ExCBs and ExTLs – According to IECEx 02, Certified Equipment Programme 

6.4.1
New ExCBs and ExTLs accepted, via correspondence, since Buxton 2005


The meeting was asked to note the acceptance, since the last ExMC meeting of the following ExCBs and ExTLs. These bodies, having been accepted via correspondence and in accordance with the procedures detailed in Clause 12 of the IECEx Basic Rules, IECEx 01, are now members of the scheme.

6.4.1.1 Acceptance of PSB Singapore as an IECEx ExCB       

            Documents Noted:

· ExMC/309/DV – Vote on the acceptance of PSB Corp. as an IECEx ExCB

· ExMC/325/RV – Report of Voting Results on the acceptance of PSB Corp. as an IECEx ExCB

PSB previous acceptance was noted and endorsed.

6.4.1.2 Acceptance of CMExC of China as an IECEx TL
              Documents Noted:

· ExMC/306/DV – Voting on acceptance of CMExC as an ExTL
· ExMC/316/RV – Report of Voting Results on the acceptance of CMExC as an ExTL

CMExC previous acceptance was noted and endorsed.
6.4.1.3   Acceptance of VTT Technical Research Centre, of Finland

               Documents Noted:

· ExMC/311/DV – IECEx Assessment Report for the acceptance of VTT Technical Research Centre as an ExCB within the IECEx Scheme
· ExMC/329/RV – Report of voting results on the acceptance of VTT Technical Research Centre as an ExCB within the IECEx Scheme (to be issued)

· ExMC/312/DV – IECEx Assessment Report for the acceptance of VTT Technical Research Centre as an ExTL within the IECEx Scheme

· ExMC/330/RV – Report of the voting results on the acceptance of VTT Technical Research Centre as an ExTL within the IECEx Scheme (to be issued)

VTT previous acceptance as both ExCB and ExTL was noted and endorsed.

6.4.2
New ExCBs and ExTLs, for consideration at the ExMC 2006 Shanghai meeting 

6.4.1 Fyzikálně technický zkušební ústav (Physical Technical Testing Institute – FTZU, of the Czech Republic)

Documents considered

· ExMC/323/DV – IECEx Assessment Report for the acceptance of FTZU as an ExCB within the IECEx Scheme
· ExMC/324/DV – IECEx Assessment Report for the acceptance of FTZU as an ExCB within the IECEx Scheme
During the ExMC Shanghai meeting, Members were asked to consider the acceptance of FTZU as an IECEx Certification Body (ExCB) and IECEx Test Laboratory (ExTL) within the scheme, on the basis of the assessment reports detailed above. 

The meeting agreed to the acceptance of FTZU as both an Accepted ExCB and ExTL.
6.4.2 TÜV Rheinland Industrie Service GmbH of Germany, as an IECEx Certification Body (ExCB) and IECEx Test Laboratory (ExTL)

Documents for voting: 

· ExMC/333/DV – IECEx Assessment Report for the acceptance of TÜV Rheinland Industrie Service GmbH as an ExCB within the IECEx Scheme 

· ExMC/334/DV – IECEx Assessment Report for the acceptance of TÜV Rheinland Industrie Service GmbH as an ExTL within the IECEx Scheme 

The meeting was asked to consider the acceptance of, TÜV Rheinland Industrie Service GmbH as an IECEx Certification Body (ExCB) and IECEx Test Laboratory (ExTL). However, after some discussion, the meeting agreed to allow for further time for consultation at the national level and agreed that the reports should be submitted for voting via correspondence. The closing date for voting to be 31/10/2006.

The Secretariat noted votes already submitted by some ExMC Members advising that these have been accepted and no need for those Members to re-submit new votes

6.4.2.1 TÜV SÜD Product Service GmbH as an IECEx Certification Body (ExCB) and TÜV SÜD Automotive GmbH as an IECEx Test Laboratory (ExTL)




Documents for voting: 

· ExMC/340/DV IECEx Assessment Report for the acceptance ofTÜV SÜD Product Service GmbH within the IECEx Scheme (to be issued)

· ExMC/341/DV IECEx Assessment Report for the acceptance of TÜV SÜD Automotive GmbH as an ExTL within the IECEx Scheme (to be issued)

The meeting was asked to consider an assessment report on, TÜV SÜD Product Service GmbH as an IECEx Certification Body (ExCB) and TÜV SÜD Automotive GmbH as an IECEx Test Laboratory (ExTL). However, again after some discussion, the meeting agreed to allow for further time for consultation at the national level and agreed that the reports should be submitted for voting via correspondence. The closing date for voting to be 31/10/2006
6.5     Applications for Extension of Scope

6.5.1 Applications Processed for extension of scope

Document Noted

· OD 001 – Scheme Membership 
The Secretary reported that according to the process detailed in ExMC/271/Inf, there have been 26 individual applications for scope extension handled since the last meeting.  These do not include those processed in accordance with re-assessment visits or site visits.

The meeting was further informed that as agreed during the Buxton 2005 ExMC meeting, the “Declaration of Capability” Form, ExMC/251A/Q had been issued to reflect the Buxton meeting decision to include an explanation of rationale behind the granting of scope extensions.  The Secretary also reported that ExCBs and ExTLs were using this latest form and requires that this form is completed for each request of scope extension.

The meeting was further informed that the bulk of scope extensions centre around the issuing of a new edition of a standard that is already within the scope of an ExTL and ExCB as the IECEx “On-Line” Certificate system limits an ExCBs ability to issue Certificates to defined editions of each Standard as a safe guard should new editions of standards include specific requirements and or equipment that require IECEx assessment.  

6.5.2 Application from KGS for extension to scope

Documents Considered:

· ExMC/338/DV IECEx Surveillance report for Korea Gas Safety Corporation (KGS) an accepted ExCB including an extension to scope
· ExMC/339/DV IECEx Surveillance report for Korea Gas Safety Corporation (KGS) an accepted ExTL and includes an extension to scope
The Secretary informed the meeting that this application from KGS for an extension to scope required an onsite assessment that was conducted as part of the annual surveillance assessment by IECEx. The meeting approved the requested extension to scope.

While the KGS scope was accepted DE raised the issue of scope and the possibility to expand the definition of scope to product types. DE also raised concern over the level of detail included in Assessment Reports.

FR supported DE’s concerns.

The Secretary informed the meeting of the various forms and checklists that are completed, during the assessment process, and retained by the Secretariat and the value of not displaying in a public way the level of detail. 

GB also raised the issue extension of scope.

TC 31 Chairman, Mr Jim Munro, advised that as an assessor for KGS confirmed capability and proposal as detailed in the report. 

CA- noted the recommendation for initial reports to be reviewed by the Scheme as a means of partial acceptance and mentioned that perhaps a more formal means of provisional acceptance could be offered within the Scheme but as yet the scheme does not have this provision and that such a move would involve a significant change.

US – supported CA

The meeting concluded that WG 2, Development of Technical Guidance Documents, take up this issue of subcategories within Ex protection concepts when reviewing the TGDs.
TC 31 Chairman, Mr Jim Munro, supported this view.

6.6     
IECEx 5 year Re-Assessment

6.6.1
Re-assessments completed
Documents Noted:

· ExMC/313/RV – Voting Results Re-assessment Report for the continued acceptance of BKI ExVÁ Testing Station of Explosion Proof Equipment, as an Ex Certification Body

· ExMC/314/RV – Voting Results Re-assessment Report for the continued acceptance of BKI ExVÁ Testing Station of Explosion Proof Equipment, as an Ex Testing Laboratory.

The meeting noted the acceptance, via correspondence, of the re-assessment reports covering both the reassessment and extension to scope of BKI ExVÁ Testing Station of Explosion Proof Equipment, of Hungary

AU sought additional information concerning the various items mentioned in the assessment reports with the Secretary informing the meeting that during his last visit to Europe he took the opportunity to visit BKI and review records, procedures and systems as well as staff interviews and found that IECEx requirements were clearly met and was most complimentary of the BKI staff. 

AU appreciated this confirmation and stressed the need for surveillance and re-assessments of bodies.

FR raised that the review of Test Reports is also an important part of surveillance. 

The Secretary informed the meeting of ExMC/337/R Report from Secretariat: On-line review of Certificates of Conformity for period February 2006 to August 2006, to be presented later during the meeting. 

GB indicated their support of surveillance of the system by way of review of Certificates as well as ExTRs and QARs.

The secretary also reminded the meeting that according to the rules the IECEx Member Body needs to endorse application before they are considered for acceptance at the international level.

6.7
 Other changes including applications- 


There were no other matters reported.

7
 IECEx ASSESSMENTS OF ExCBS AND ExTLS

7.1
Status on surveillance of accepted ExCBs and ExTLs 
The Chairman informed the meeting of the value and need for on-going surveillance as a tool in ensuring and maintaining confidence in the IECEx Scheme with the ExMC Secretary displaying a table showing 

· All ExCBs and ExTLs (both applicants and accepted bodies)

· The date of assessments/acceptance/scheduled re-assessments

· The method of annual surveillance, use of national accreditation or annual surveillance by IECEx

The Secretary further informed that the surveillance and re-assessment program was up to date with all assessments having been completed as per the program.

The Secretary further informed the meeting that for ExCBs and ExTLs with acceptable national accreditation, the Secretariat confirms the currency and status of such accreditation, however has found that for some accreditation bodies the details displayed on their websites is either not clear or out of date, requiring the Secretariat to contact ExCBs and ExTLs directly for them to arrange this information from the accreditation bodies.

The Secretary concluded by expressing his appreciation to all ExCBs and ExTLs for their prompt responses to requests for information as this is a great help and prevents wasting time chasing information.  

The Secretary further reported on findings of the Secretariat detailed in ExMC/337/R, concerning their review of issued Certificates on the IECEx Website, noting that from February 2006 to August 2006 the Secretariat had reviewed 265 On-Line Certificates and while the results demonstrate a marked improvement in the reduction of editorial and procedural errors, compared to the early stages of the On-Line system in 2003. The main issue identified in this latest review is the need to ensure that any annexes attached to Certificates are labelled with information that is clear which certificate they relate to and the total number of pages of the annex.  However, given that only 4 of the 265 were found falling into this category, the Secretary was most pleased with the result.  However did remind all ExCBs to be vigilant when completing Certificates, as while the On-Line system includes a number of safeguards, the final responsibility for the correctness of the certificate rests with the ExCBs.

The Secretary also reported on the excellent co-operation they find with all ExCBs, when discussing issues concerning the review of issued certificates and expressed his appreciation to all ExCBs.

7.2 WG2 Development of Technical Guidance Documents 

Document Noted

· ExMC/321/R - Report from WG2 Convener, Mr Ian Cleare

The meeting noted with appreciation the report prepared by the WG2 Convener, Mr Ian Cleare, and noted that Mr Cleare had resigned as Convener of this Working Group.

The meeting expressed its sincere thanks to Mr Cleare for his previous work and expressed its regret that he was unable to continue in this role.

GB advised the meeting that they wished to nominate a Mr Phil Carpenter from EEMUA as a replacement convener, should the meeting agree. The meeting gratefully accepted the nomination and therefore appointed Mr Carpenter as new WG2 Convener, at the same time calling upon Mr Ogden, GB, to assist him in this most important area of IECEx work. Mr Ogden agreed to assist Mr Carpenter, but in agreeing he noted the amount of work involved and the need for future work. Mr Theo Pijpker confirmed that there is a considerable amount of work citing the need to revise TGD ‘d’ and suggested the need to have more members. The meeting agreed.

The following nominations were received and approved by ExMC-

FR nominated Michel Lhenry

AU nominated Ralph Wigg (speciality dusts)

US Mr Kerry McManama

DE will nominate a member to the WG

GB reminded the meeting that those involved in the preparation of TGDs require knowledge and real skills.

Mr Munro, while acknowledging the value of TGDs, noted that if they were to make the TGDs too comprehensive the assessment process would be extended and that this would have an impact on the amount of time and costs involved. 

Mr Munro then advised the meeting that the new edition of ISO/IEC 17025 has now been published and that there is a need for the scheme to determine a date of application, noting that it has been adopted by the IECEE as from the 1st June 2007.

The meeting agreed to vote via correspondence on the application of ISO/IEC17025 

8 IECEx SCHEME, RULES AND PROCEDURES


Documents Noted:

· IECEx 03 – IECEx Certified Service Facilities Programme, Edition 1

· IECEx 02 – IECEx Certified Equipment Programme, Edition 3 (to be issued)

The meeting noted the publication of IECEx 03 following the Buxton 2005 meeting and that finalisation of revised IECEx 02 rules and procedures relied on finalisation of IECEx03 and supporting Operational Documents.

The meeting noted the report from the combined WG1/WG5 meeting held in Shanghai on 3 September 2006 and the recommendations contained within the report (ExMC(Shanghai/WG1+WG5) 02, refer to agenda item 10.5.
9

CERTIFIED SERVICE FACILITIES PROGRAMME - REPAIR AND OVERHAUL OF Ex EQUIPMENT  

The Chairman introduced the new IECEx certified service facility programme.

9.1
New IECEx Operational Documents + Report from WG 10
Document considered:

· ExMC/318A/R – Report from the WG10 Convener 

The meeting noted and accepted a report from the June 2006 Amsterdam meeting of WG 10 as well as the introduction of new IECEx Operational Documents. The meeting also agreed to retain WG 10 as an expert consultative forum and for WG 10 to conduct further, and on-going reviews, of Operational Documents, ODs. 

Also noted was the offer from DE to conduct an editorial review of ODs for example to convert ‘’should” to “shall” where appropriate. 

The meeting therefore approved the WG10 report and its recommendations.

The meeting then discussed the issue of an application fee for ExCBs seeking to extend their scope of acceptance to the Certified Service Facility Program with CA commented that it did not agree with the proposed ‘no fee for extension to scope’ as this would require time and resources from the Secretariat which should be funded on a user pay basis. Members discussed the issue further noting that all bodies will be subjected to a fee for the assessment process but that a no-application fee policy for the scope extension would assist in promoting the role out of the program. After further  discussion a vote was undertaken with AU, US, SI, RU, NL, IT, IN, DE, FI, CN voting against the introduction of such a fee.

While in agreement with the general principle of user pay, as mentioned by CA, the meeting decided that at this early stage of the new programme an application fee for scope extension to cover new programmes shall not be applied. This position is to be reviewed at the next meeting.

9.2
New Operational Documents concerning inclusion of Service Facilities 
The meeting noted that the following Operational Documents, ODs, relating to the Certified Services Facility Programme, were finalised and approved for issue by WG10 under delegated authority from ExMC, during the 2005 ExMC meeting.

Documents Noted:

· Ex OD013 Version 1 – IECEx Operations Manual – Assessment and Certification of Ex Repair and Overhaul Service Facilities.

· Ex OD014 Version 1 – Quality management system requirements for IECEx Service Facilities involved in repair, overhaul and modification of Ex equipment

· Ex OD015 Version 1 – Technical Requirements for IECEx Service Facilities involved in repair, overhaul and modification of Ex equipment

· Ex OD016 Version 1 – Assessment Procedures for IECEx acceptance of Candidate Certification Bodies (ExCBs) for the purpose of issuing IECEx Certificates to Ex Service Facilities involved in the Repair, Overhaul and Modifications of Ex equipment

10
IECEx SCHEME – GENERAL MATTERS

10.1
Professional Indemnity Insurance
Document considered:

· ExMC/328/CD – Proposed Minimum Liability Coverage in the IECEx Scheme

The Meeting noted the requirement of ISO/IEC Guide 65 for all ExCBs to maintain adequate coverage against liabilities eg insurance, Members were asked to determine a minimum level for all ExCBs.   

Mr Berger presented ExMC/328/DC noting this aligns with other IEC schemes.

· US: supported the Treasurer’s proposal

· FR: supported, but may need to consider a cascade

· AU: support but questioned whether 4 Million Euros as suggested in the document is sufficient

· CA: supported the Treasurer’s proposal as well as AU’s comments

The meeting discussed the situation of where an ExCB may have a claim if the level is insufficient.

GB questioned the level of PI of the document saying that this should be discretionary.

The meeting further discussed this issue noting the value of insurance for gaining confidence in the market.

FR reminded the members of the importance of maintaining credibility.

India raised concern that the minium amount could be “not enough or too much” and wished to have their objection to setting a minimum amount recorded.

Following extensive discussion the meeting agreed to withdraw this proposal and refer further discussion to next Officer’s Meeting to be held in Berlin 28th September 2006.

10.2
Comments from DE



Document Considered



ExMC/327/CD – Comments from the German Member Body and

ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)03 French National Committee Green Paper
Mr Schwarz, prior to stating DE’s concerns, wished first to ensure the meeting of DE’s full support of the scheme he then proceeded. 

Mr Schwarz, DE noted that the scheme’s documentation ensures a credible and consistent approach. He then described the scheme as being at its childhood stage and therefore we need to ensure that the “child” can survive for the future. He reiterated that the Scheme is required to achieve a high level of scrutiny in its approach and systems. He continued that it was felt that the scheme may be moving too fast.

AU commented that, while there may be areas that need to be addressed, there is a need to identify what the problem areas are, noting that thru the ExMC we have the ability to set up Working Groups which have served the Scheme well to date. AU further commented that it does not support any move that may have the effect of stopping the Scheme from growing.

US noted that we may be able to solicit opinions from the members in relation to the DE and FR’s concerns. 

SE asked for clarification of what in fact we need to do, who is it we need to restrict, is it countries, bodies or programmes?

RU felt that the raising of issues by FR and DE was important in that it promoted discussion. RU raised the point relating to inter-governmental agreements, which it believed, would assist in overcoming various issues such as acceptance of IECEx Certificates for direct regulatory acceptance. RU proposed that intergovernmental agreements should be drafted and forwarded to CAB for approval. 

RU then commented on the concerns raised by FR concerning National Differences noting the difficulties experienced in the CB scheme. RU also supported the views of Germany concerning the acceptance of Manufacturer’s Laboratories as an equivalent to 3rd Party Laboratories noting the current difficulties in the CB Scheme with this approach. RU continued that there is the possibility for Manufacturers Laboratories to participate but only under ExTL control.  The meeting noted that this issue is being dealt with by WG6 of the ExTAG.

RU supported to move forward with the FR proposals. 

In acknowledging the RU comments and others the Chairman then drew meeting’s attention to the DE issues concerning IECEx documentation noting

1. All documents to date have been prepared in consultation with ExMC

2. Work is Progressing in new areas via WGs appointed by ExMC

The Chairman considered the discussion to date, noting that with each year the size of the ExMC Committee increases which is certainly a strong and healthy sign but does present difficulties for detailed discussion on key topics.

The Chairman suggested one option for the future direction of IECEx is to form an advisory committee comprising representatives from

· manufacturers

· end users

· ExCB representation

· regulatory representative.

This advisory committee could be assigned tasks by the ExMC to consider/prepare and then report back on, for example

· sub-contracting

· overview of documents

The meeting considered this approach without reaching a definitive conclusion.

Further to the concerns from FR the meeting also discussed the issues of reciprocity, which has the potential to cause practical problems, noting that this may be something that needs to be addressed at various levels.

RU advised that according to RU legislation it is difficult to accept a test report at the same level as a Certificate of Conformity and requires the involvement of governmental bodies.

The US raised the problems of attempting to achieve MRAs between government bodies.

AU commented that governmental regulatory MRAs are often not very successful at the practical level.

CA supported the AU viewpoint on problems with MRAs between governments.

The Chairman informed the meeting on work underway within the UNECE for which a proposal is being considered for the development of a model set of Ex regulations that could serve to assist countries that may not have national regulations in the Ex field

The meeting agreed to defer further discussion to take place under “Other Business” and await a presentation from AU.

10.3    IECEx WG4 – Assessor Working Group

Received a report form the ExMC WG 4 Convener, Mr Jim Munro

Document Noted:

· ExMC/326/Inf – Report from ExMC WG4 Technical reference group for Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs

· ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)04 WG4 Technical Reference for Assessor Skills

· ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)05 WG4 Meeting Report

The WG4 Convener, Mr Munro reported on the background and aims of the work of WG4 to 

· Establish key requirements for IECEx Assessors

· Review the current pool of assessors

· Review the applications

· Review training needs

Mr Munro informed the meeting that some of the information on Assessors was not up-to-date. He advised that currently there were 34 assessors listed. He also advised that WG4 had prepared a new assessor questionnaire, which had been circulated and that WG4 had started to receive responses noting that the closing date for responses was 8th October 2006.

Mr Munro mentioned that although technical capability is the main criteria also, of considerable importance, is availability especially when dealing with follow-up issues in a timely manner.

Mr Munro continued that the current pool of assessors appears to be adequate and hence recommended that the scheme maintain existing levels and that there is no pressing need to increase the current pool.

Mr Munro then referred the meeting to ExMC (Shanghai/Secretariat)04 “ExMC Working Group 4 Report - Developing and Maintaining skills of IECEx Assessors” explaining that this would be in a workshop format rather than specific training. He advised that WG4 acknowledge that training courses, for ISO9001 and the like, are readily available and that prospective assessors seeking to join the IECEx Panel of Assessors should first be qualified at the national level. The assessor review days would focus on IECEx Scheme rules and documents as well as feedback. He further advised the WG4 suggestion that attendance at an assessor review day should be mandatory for all new assessors and periodic attendance for existing assessors.

The meeting then discussed the WG 4 report.

AU raised concern regarding item 11 of ExMC (Shanghai/Secretariat) 04 in that in supporting on-the-job training was concerned re the issue of costs may be a problem.

IN raised item 13 of ExMC (Shanghai/Secretariat) 04 and the need to await an assessor review day before being active and felt that this may act as obstacle to new assessors being introduced.

It was noted, during these discussions, that while the current pool is 34 assessors utilisation, at this point in time, is only half that number.

IN raised concern that the appointment of new assessors may take time to join until the all the suggested stages had been completed.

During further discussion the Secretary advised that the Scheme had previous bad experiences in the past by just relying on Member Body nominations which resulted in some of the early assessments not being conducted in a consistent manner and stressed the importance of ensuring a common approach to all assessments..

DE raised concern over the “key requirements” which it felt should be made stronger and may need to be reworded.

CA emphasised that there is a real need to ensure that training is conducted as well as the need to ensure that current rules and operational documents are kept up-to-date and reflect current good practice.

FR agreed with CA agreeing that it is most important that documents reflect current good practice

AU suggested that for item 11 there may need to be some assistance for assessors.

In conclusion the Meeting asked that WG 4 review the ExMC Shanghai/Secretariat) 04 and 05 including a review of existing documents, e.g. OD 003. Mr Munro advised that the Working Group 4 would take on board the need for reviews of documents as well as take on board all comments from this meeting.

10.4   IECEx WG12 Ex Competencies 

The meeting received a report, via a Power Point presentation, from the ExMC WG12 Convener, Mr Wigg.



Documents noted:

· ExMC/319/R – Report from the WG12 Amsterdam meeting, June 2006

· ExMC/320/CC – Compilation of comments relating to Survey, ExMC/308/Q 

· Power Point Presentation
Secretariat Note:  The Power Point Presentation is available on the IECEx Website at http://www.iecex.com/shanghai/meeting_greenpapers.htm 

The WG12 Convener, Mr Wigg introduced ExMC/319/R and ExMC/320/CC informing the meeting that the original need for this WG had come from the Ex Repair and Overhaul area. He advised the members that WG 12 had held a brief meeting in Amsterdam 4th June 2006 and further advised that from discussions held came the recognition that there was a need to prepare 

· Rules of Procedures (IECEx 05?)

and

· Operational Documents

Mr Wigg then gave a detailed account of the survey the survey conducted among IECEx Member Bodies and its results and while noting that 17 Countries had responded, 13 highlighted the need for IECEx to cover competencies and must conclude that the other countries not responding were not opposed to this move.  

The Chairman thanked Mr Wigg for his very comprehensive report and WG 12 for their work he then opened the topic for discussion.

AU indicated full support for the work of WG 12 and proposed that the scheme make the decision to move forward. AU also questioned whether there could be a break up of Competencies between Group I and Group II industries?

GB Supported the work of WG 12 and requested that the nomination of Mr John Allen to the WG be approved.  This was accepted.

CA Questioned the basis of the survey. Also asking whether industry would actually see value in the inclusion of this area within the scheme, asking at the same time, if support would be found in the market place?

Mr Wigg accepted that the questions were very specific thereby ensuring that those in industry or those reflecting industry views must have completed them.

GB commented that training is now being conducted in the UK as well as globally with formal training now being offered in Singapore and Brazil thereby demonstrating the global need for this type of programme.

The US expressed concern that there must be a clear mandate from this committee as to whether or not they support such a programme. Noting that only 13 countries had voted “Yes”.

The meeting then discussed the report further noting, that like the service facility programme, participation in this program would be on a voluntary basis.

JP questioned the necessity for such a programme. 

CN questioned the detail of the new programme and how the actual process would work, would training be offered?

The WG12 Convener responded by advising that WG12 recommends that IECEx would NOT be considered a training provider but simply a conformity assessment vehicle to establish whether competency levels have been met.

JP stated that it was not against discussion on such a programme but sought clarification as to why this would sit within the IECEx Scheme?

CA mentioned it would be interesting to know 

1. how many ExCBs were currently involved in the area of Ex Personnel Certification?

2. what standards would be used and this needs to be addressed?

AU commented that at present there is a group offering personnel certification to IEC 61508. AU feels that scheme should progress into this area as it presents a real opportunity for the scheme to move forward.

The WG 12 Convener mentioned that ISO/IEC 17024 could well be used as a specification

GB informed the meeting that 2 out of 3 existing ExCBs in the UK are currently delivering this service, plus others, and there could be a real problem in not having an umbrella scheme.

NO mentioned that they have a real training need and supported the programme.

At this point the Chairman invited specific comments from an End User representative, Mr Leroux and a Regulator representative, Mr Waudby.

Mr Leroux, from TOTAL, stated that as an end user, the core of many problems within the Ex industry is the lack of competence and fully supported the need for such a programme to be included within the scheme. He continued that he had read too many reports of incidents where the lack of competency had given rise to, not only accidents, but to very real problems which could well have been overcome by using personnel that have demonstrated their competency.  Mr Leroux further commented that without any internationally recognised system, it is very difficult for an end user to identify who is really competent to work on their plants.

Mr Waudby, as a regulator, indicated his full support for the work of WG12 noting that where there is a high degree of risk in the Ex field, and therefore a high degree of competence, is required. Certification of competence is one way of moving forward.

The Chairman summarised that WG 12 could proceed but that it should take into account all comment received.

· FR- indicated that they would support this work within the IEC CAB

· AU- also indicated their intension to support this within CAB

CA advised that they might require further information but would not oppose this work.

At this point in time, the meeting agreed that further discussion must take place within  ExMC prior to informing CAB of an ExMC decision and any request to amend the IECEx Basic Rules 01.

10.5
IECEx WG1 Review of Scheme Rules

The meeting received a report from the WG1 Convener, Mr Chris Agius, following the WG1 meeting on 3 September 2006, Shanghai. The meeting accepted the report and recommendations contained in ExMC (Shanghai/WG1 & WG5) 02 ExMC WG1 and WG5 Shanghai Meeting Report, namely the following 3 Recommendations

Recommendation 1:

ExMC to review the current method of preparing and issuing ODs as well as their maintenance.  This may be a matter that could be considered during the next IECEx Officers meeting planned for 28 September 2006 in Berlin.

Recommendation No. 2

To expand the current “On-Line” registration of QARs to: 

a) show the following fields

- Product information

- Validity of the QAR

- Protection concepts

b) Provide a “Print” feature to enabling the printing of this summary as required

c) Enable an attachment feature, similar to that of the Certificate of Conformity

d) Provide an automated link from the QAR to the CoC, as we now have from the CoC to the QAR, noting there may be cost implications.

RECOMMENDATION No. 3

All ExCBs to register their previously issued ExTRs and QARs that are current, on the “On-Line” CoC system by 31 December 2006.  

10.6
IECEx WG5 Management of Quality System Assessments

The meeting received a report from the Secretary, acting on behalf of the WG5 Convener, Mr Jeff Olson, following the WG5 meeting on 3 September 2006, Shanghai and work conducted since 2005.

The meeting accepted the WG 5 Report thanking Mr Olson for his work and accepted the recommendations of ExMC (Shanghai/Secretariat) 02 ExMC WG1 and WG5 Shanghai Meeting Report with the following adjustment.

Recommendation No.3 add “That are current” to the recommendation

Recommendation No.4 add “allowing for comments from Members by the end of October 2006” 

RECOMMENDATION No. 3

All ExCBs to register their previously issued ExTRs and QARs that are current, on the “On-Line” CoC system by 31 December 2006.  

RECOMMENDATION No. 4 

a) The revised version of ExMC/161/CD, as attached as Annex A, be issued as an Operational Document for implementation by all ExCBs allowing for comments from Members by the end of October 2006,   

b) Publication of Annex B for use by all ExCBs as mandatory forms.

11
IECEx MARK



Documents noted/Considered

· IECEx 04 – IECEx Conformity Mark Regulations (pending approval from CAB)

· Draft OD 022 – Procedures for the granting of the IECEx Conformity Mark (to be issued)

· Draft OD 023 – Terms and Conditions concerning the IECEx Conformity Mark (to be issued)

· Power Point Presentation
The meeting received an update report from the Secretariat, noting the previous CAB decision to support the progression of a dedicated IECEx Mark.  
Mr Duffy, as Convener of WG7, presented his report via a Power Point presentation. The report included a Summary of WG7recommendations.  

Secretariat Note:  The Power Point Presentation is available on the IECEx Website at http://www.iecex.com/shanghai/meeting_greenpapers.htm  

AU proposed, that WG 7 be converted to a consultative committee rather than a Working Group and maintains reporting to the ExMC. The meeting agreed to transform the WG 7 to an IECEx Mark Consultative Committee and for this Group to continue its work as proposed in the WG 7 presentation.

ZA and GB both questioned the issue of trade agents, with the WG7 Convener agreeing to take this issue on board.

In conclusion the Chairman proposed and members agreed to allow further time for ExMC members to comment on 

· OD/022 Rules and Procedures for the granting of Licenses to issue and use the IECEx Conformity Mark and 

· OD/023 Terms and Conditions for use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 

With comments to be forwarded to the secretariat by the 31st October 2006 with the intension of issuing these as new Operational Documents.

12
REPORT FROM ExTAG



The ExTAG Chairman, Mr McManama, provided the meeting with a detailed report of the ExTAG Shanghai Meeting, 2006, as well as the ExTAG Training Workshop, held 4 September 2006. Mr Kerry McManama, thanked the ExTAG Secretary, Mr Michel Brenon for his assistance as well as the IECEx Secretariat and a special note of thanks to the Hosts, the CN IECEx Member Body and its ExCB and ExTLs for a most successful ExTAG Training Workshop and ExTAG Technical Meeting.

Mr McManama outlined the various topics covered during the Training Workshop highlighting the value of these workshops to the ExTAG aim of ensuring a common approach to Ex Testing and Certification.

Mr McManama then outlined the various Technical and procedural matters discussed during the ExTAG Technical meeting, noting that for portion of the agenda, Observers were welcomed.

Mr McManama then detailed the various recommendations to ExMC, arising from the ExTAG discussions, as follows:-  

ExTAG Recommendations:

1. In noting the document displayed by the Secretariat, detailing the surveillance status of ExCBs and ExTLs that this information is listed on the IECEx website in the restricted area.

2. ExMC review its procedures for the preparation and issuing of Operational Documents [Note also ExMC meeting Decision to refer this to the next IECEx Officers meeting]

3. Industry wish to have a flag (or icon) on the IECEx home page to signal when new IECEx Documents are available.

4. In noting the work of ExTAG WG1 regarding the development and maintenance of ExTR Blank Forms, ExTAG recommends that the maintenance of OD 010 be assigned to ExTAG WG1

5. In noting the recent posting of OD 024 “Testing at other locations” ExTAG recommends that this document be withdrawn while further work is undertaken within ExTAG WG6 and its new members.

6. That ExTAG/92/CD “Guidance on the preparation of IECEx Certificates and Reports covering more than one identifiable item of equipment”, be issued to ExMC members for comment as a new Operational Document.

7. That ExTAG/95/CD “Certification Documentation” not be published as an ExTAG Decision sheet but rather issued to ExMC for inclusion in IECEx 02

The ExTAG Chairman reported on comments and discussion on OD 021 -Guidance document for the Assessment of IS equipment and Systems and agreed on the value of retaining this document. The Chairman asked that comments to assist in preparation of the 3rd edition should be forwarded to the ExTAG WG 8 convener, Mr Walker. 

The ExTAG Chairman reported on work by WG 9 Ex ‘s’. The Chairman noted a report from the WG 9 Convener who stated that it had been difficult to progress with this work as the WG had only 2 members. As a result of discussions new members volunteered to participate on the WG and it is now felt that a document will be ready for consideration at the next meeting.

The ExTAG chairman noted the introduction of an “Industry Discussion Request Form” with the ExTAG meeting dealing with 3 issues including an item for submission to TC 31.

The ExMC Chairman thanked Mr McManama for his report noting that the work of ExTAG provides the foundation for the IECEx Scheme.

The meeting then considered each of the ExTAG proposals and agreed with all of them noting that item 2 could be referred for consideration at the next IECEx Officers meeting.

13      REPORT FROM IEC TC 31 Chairman

The meeting received a report from the IEC TC 31 Chairman, Mr Jim Munro, concerning TC 31 activities and work since the last ExMC meeting. 

Mr Munro provided a Power Point presentation that has been made available on the IECEx web site at http://www.iecex.com/shanghai/meeting_greenpapers.htm.

The RU committee asked that Mr Munro’s report be provided as a Green paper. This was done and the document has been made available on the IECEx web site as ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)08 TC/31 Chairman’s Report.

" 

http://www.iecex.com/shanghai/meeting_greenpapers.htm



The Chairman, Dr Klausmeyer, mentioned that as Secretary of TC 31 CENELEC there are now Standards in place that are harmonised between CENELEC and IEC.

14
IECEx INTERNET BASED “ON-LINE” CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY SYSTEM


The meeting noted the report from the IECEx Secretary concerning current upgrades to the system, the meeting endorsed these upgrades with AU suggesting the there would be benefits to Mining Regulators if the current search capability could be extended to search for Group I equipment.

15
IECEx BULLETIN

Noting the status of the IECEx Bulletin.  The ExMC Secretary reported that Edition 3 had been published in March 2006 with an edition 3.1 being published in August to take into account editorial changes as well as Japan’s national differences.

16
PROMOTION OF THE SCHEME

The meeting received an update and report from the IECEx Chairman, Dr Uwe Klausmeyer, noting IECEx participation in the following events during 2006:

a) HazardEx Conference, Feb 2006, UK

b) Presentation to ICSCA Meeting in Tokyo

c) Presentation of Formal Paper by Secretary at PCIC EU, Amsterdam June 2006.  In addition, a joint presentation by Theo Pijpker (KEMA) and Paul House (Thermon) also at PCIC EU 

Items noted:

· Statement from ICSCA noting support for IECEx

· PCIC EU Paper “IECEx – A Global Solution for the Ex Field”, prepared by ExMC Secretary

Mr Collis, AU informed of ICSCA is an industry forum for the discussion on International Standards and Conformity Assessment.

16.1
Action to raise the profile of the IECEx Scheme 

The meeting discussed possible actions that will assist in the promotion of the Scheme, noting various promotional articles that have been published.

In addition the meeting noted a planned presentation to industry in India by the Secretary and ExTAG Chairman. 

The meeting further noted the need to focus more attention on the education and promotion of the IECEx Scheme with all Members being asked to consider areas and ways to promote IECEx, noting that they can draw upon the assistance of the Secretariat and Officers. 

16.2
Report from WG 8 Convener Dr U. Klausmeyer, concerning work on Regulatory recognition of IECEx.  

Dr Klausmeyer, IECEX Chairman and WG8 Convener,  reported on the Regulatory recognition of IECEx Members noting the UNECE document, which addresses the concerns of differing regulations within the Ex industry and cites IECEx as a possible suitable platform to support an International model regulation. 

The Chairman advised that he is awaiting the minutes of the UNECE meeting advising that when received they will be circulated to members and also be made available on the IECEx web site. 

17  
ExNB GROUP REPORT - 



The IECEx Chairman informed the meeting of work within the European Notified Bodies Group for ATEX, ExNB.

The Chairman informed the members of the initial work within the ExNB to have a coordinated approach between ExNB and ExTAG concerning decision sheets.

IN questioned the issue of differences between ATEX and IECEx with the meeting noting that ATEX is a regulatory framework while IECEx is a certification scheme, at the same time it was noted that there is the possibility for testing and assessing under IECEx Scheme to also cover ATEX requirements.

The US gave an update on the issue of regulatory acceptance of IECEx certificates by OSHA who still only recognise DIV 1 DIV 2 but notes the eventual move towards a zonal system approach. In the past 5 years US IECEx member body have been working with OSHA noting that the big change is that they will soon publish their new regulation. Use of the zonal classification system is expected to be included in this revised regulation.  This is indicative that OSHA is becoming more accepting of the IECEx scheme. The US further commented that things are moving forward. The US noted that at the time of joining IECEx, they informed that they may require a possible transitional period of 15 years and that this was accepted by the IECEx Management Committee.

US also noted that the surveillance of systems differs between IECEx and OSHA. Regarding Mining, Mr McManama informed the situation of MSHA and asked that members recall that MSHA have sent Mr Dave Chirdon to the last several meetings of IECEx, demonstrating their support for IECEx.

FR commented that perhaps IECEx could align itself with the US OSHA system regarding surveillance of manufacturers.

The Chairman thanked members for their updates noting that regulatory acceptance or recognition is an important issue that needs constant monitoring and called on Members to work with their Regulators in a bid to increase their knowledge levels of the IECEx Scheme. 

18
FINANCE 

18.1 2005 Accounts   

The meeting received a report from the IECEx Treasurer, Mr Berger of the 2005 Accounts


Document Noted


· ExMC/335/CD – 2005 Accounts 

· ExMC/307/Inf – 2005 Audited accounts

The Treasurer presented the accounts for 2005, which showed a surplus of 

CHF 35,976.94.

Mr Jim Munro questioned the level of interest the Scheme is receiving with the Treasurer advising that in general IEC have a very conservative approach to investing any surplus monies and suggested that when the general surplus is of a more significant amount then the Scheme may be in a position to seek a better return.

CA questioned where additional income had come from with the treasurer advising that this had been derived from other activities of the secretariat e.g. assessments. 

In conclusion the Meeting approved the 2005 Accounts for submission to CAB for final approval.
18.2 IECEx Scheme Participation Fees 

The meeting noted and reviewed the current Scheme Fees including surcharges as applied in the IECEx Scheme:

Document Noted:

· OD 019 Version 2 – Current IECEx Participation Fees

The meeting noted that there were no changes in Clauses 1 to 5.1 of this document. The first change being to Clause 5.2 Surcharges for Late Payment, which initially applied only to late payment of annual fees but now was proposed to cover all late payments of any IECEx invoice issued. The Treasurer pointing out that at present there is an amount of CHF 40’000 in outstanding payments.

The meeting agreed with this change.

A new Clause, 6 Fees for assessments, was included which is a change in the way in which monies are collected regarding IECEx Assessments. In noting that it is the Scheme that engages the Assessors to work on its behalf, then it should be the Scheme that makes the payment to the assessors and not the applicant body they are assessing.  The applicant body is therefore invoiced by the Scheme and not the assessors, in similar manner to the issuing of invoices for Application Fees, Certificate Fees and Annual Fees. As with all IECEx Finances these are managed by the Secretariat, overseen by the Treasurer and all handled via the IEC Central Office and subject to IEC Central Office Accounting and Auditing systems.

GB expressed concern about the outstanding CHF 40’000. 

FR suggested a suspension after 3 months for those with outstanding payments.

GB suggested that the capability to access CoC be removed after 3 months for any offending ExCBs.

FR supported the GB suggestion that once notices had been sent out no further communication should take place, no questions should be asked but access should simply be withdrawn. 

This was accepted by CA, GB, AU with the US suggesting a fee for re-instatement may also applied

After further discussion the meeting agreed with the revised OD 019 V2 with a request for the IECEx Officers to consider, at their next meeting, the strengthening of a penalty for non-payment by preventing an ExCB from issuing CoCs after 3 months of non-payment as well as consideration of a re-instatement fee. 

18.3 Proposed 2007 Budget 

The meeting considered the proposed budget for 2007.



Document Considered  


· ExMC/336/CD – Draft 2007 Budget

The meeting considered the draft 2007 Budget reflected in ExMC/336/CD with AU seeking clarification of the expected income from Certificate Fees.

The meeting also noted the contribution to build the general reserve to cover at least 1 full years operating expenditure.

In general discussion, GB suggested that it may be time to consider a reduction in annual fees given the success of issued certificates and budgeted certificate fee.  While SE indicated support for the GB proposal the meeting noted that as this is the 7th year without any increase in annual fees that this in itself represents a reduction in real terms and agreed not to consider any further reduction until such time as the general reserves have reached 1 years operating expenditure.

The meeting then approved the budget and extended their thanks to Mr Berger for his excellent work.
19
REVIEW OF CURRENT ExMC WORKING GROUPS (WGs)

The opportunity was provided to review the work and constitution of all WGs especially those WGs not considered during the course of the meeting.  

· WG1 - Revision of Scheme Rules New IECEx 02, Convener = Secretary 
· WG2 - Additional Technical Guidance Docs. Convener = Mr. Philip Carpenter
· WG4 - Assessor Working Group, Convener = Jim Munro

· WG5- Quality System Requirements, Convener = Mr Olsen

· WG6- The ExMC agreed to combine ExMC WG4 and ExMC WG6. ExMC WG06 has therefore been disbanded. 
· WG7- Introduction of IECEx Mark, Convener = Secretary
· WG8- Regulatory Recognition, Convener = IECEx Chairman

· WG9- Ex Proficiency Testing, Convener = IECEx Chairman

· WG10 - Certification of Repair Facilities, Convener = Secretary

· WG11 - Certificates of Conformity issued to distributors, Convener Mr Sinclair

· WG12 - Ex Competencies, Convener = Mr Wigg

In considering the constitution of the ExMC Working Groups the meeting agreed to the following changes:

· That subcontracting be included within their terms of reference for WG10
· FR advised the meeting that it would be nominating a member to WG12 Competencies.

20
OTHER BUSINESS



Document Considered  


· ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)07 – AU proposal
· ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)03 – FR concerns
The meeting noted and discussed a Green Paper ExMC (Shanghai/Secretariat) 07 Statement Shanghai 2006 prepared by AU in which it was suggested that a review of the IECEx Governance be considered to assist as the Scheme moves forward by managing its growth. 

Mr Collis of AU presented the proposal advising that this could also address the concerns detailed in the FR paper.

Mr Collis further outlined the proposal to form a WG with the task to review all relevant rules and operational documents in order to:

· keep the overall entire regulation system in line with the vision and mission of IEC Ex

· to ensure clear Wording to avoid misunderstandings or misinterpretation.

To have all groups of interest involved, the ad hoc WG should be consist of:

· Ex CB/ExTL

· Regulator

· Manufacturer

· User

CN believed that there might be some problems, as the paper did not provide sufficient detail. AU then presented 2 slides to more fully explain their proposal.

FR did not support the proposal as presented.

CA advised that IECEE does something similar but that members of this “supervisory committee” are selected and not elected 

The US suggested that this should go to the officer’s meeting for further discussion.

CN suggested that this group should be a group focused on policy and should be a small group, as suggested by FR.

Members discussed this further and agreed to have this along with ExMC (Shanghai/Sec) 07 and ExMC (Shanghai/Secretariat) 03 for discussion in Officers Meeting in Berlin on 28th September 2006.

The Chairman thanked Mr Collis and the AU Delegation for raising this issue as it is something that the Scheme will need to address at some stage.

21
REPORT TO CAB

The Chairman informed the meeting that a report will be given to the CAB.

22
NEXT MEETING

Mr Darrin Lombard, Vantage Technology, from US presented a DVD on Denver inviting all the delegates to attend the next series of meetings. Mr Lombard kindly supplied copies of the DVDs for members.

The meeting expressed its sincere appreciation to the US/IECEx Member Body for their kind invitation and look forward to meeting in Denver.

Members noted that the previously agreed meeting locations and considered timeframes and other possible meeting venues

· 2007 US meeting 23-29 Sept 2007

· 2008 France
23
CLOSE OF MEETING

As a closing comment, Mr Waudy, a regulator from the NSW Department of Primary Industries, expressed his appreciation at being able to attend the 2006 IECEx Scheme series of meetings in Shanghai. He commented that he views the scheme as highly credible and advised that what he has seen has lifted his level of confidence in the scheme and this will enable him to go away with confidence to review their regulations. 

The Chairman extended his appreciation to the Delegations for their active participation during the meeting and a very special note of thanks to the Hosts, Sponsors and Organisers of this 2006 series of IECEx meeting, CNCA, CQM, NEPSI, CMExC, PCEC, CQST.

On behalf of the Delegates and all attendees, the Secretary extended a special not of thanks to Dr Klausmeyer for his excellent Chairmanship of proceedings.
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No.
	Mins

Item
	Action
	By Whom
	Completion Date

	1
	3.2.1 
	Action: 22 of the Buxton 2005 Meeting (ExMC/302A/RM) - to carry forward as part of an Action item from this meeting. The meeting agreed to form a new Working Group to determine various forms of membership.


	Secretariat 
	Following the meeting

	2
	4.2.3
	To inform the CAB that ExMC re-confirms its decision 2005/07 from the Buxton 2005 meeting, regarding the issue of Conformity Assessment in the area of Hazardous Substances 
	Chairman
	At next CAB Meeting

	3
	4.2.4
	ExMC agreed to form a Working Group to participate in discussions on ISO/IEC Guide 65 by CASCO. The WG members have been named. WG to be added to Web Site


	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	4
	6.3
	The Secretary and Officers to explore other possible members from with special attention to the Asia Pacific Region.
	Secretariat and Officers
	During 2007

	5
	6.4.2.2
	Voting period for TÜV Rheinland Industrie Service GmbH of Germany be extended to 31 October 2006 to allow further time for consideration at national level
	ExMC Members
	31 October 2006

	6
	6.4.2.3
	Voting TÜV SÜD Product Service GmbH as an IECEx Certification Body (ExCB) and TÜV SÜD Automotive GmbH as an IECEx Test Laboratory (ExTL)

Be extended to 31 October 2006 via correspondence to allow further time for consultation at the national level
	ExMC Members
	31 October 2006

	7
	6.5.2
	WG 2, Development of Technical Guidance Documents, take up the issue of considering to introduce “subcategories” within Ex protection concepts when reviewing the TGDs and report back at the next ExMC meeting.

	ExMC WG2
	Prior to the next meeting

	8
	6.6.1
	AU asked for details of scheduled re-assessments and surveillance of bodies


	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	9
	7.2
	The appointment of Mr Phil Carpenter as new convenor to ExMC WG2
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	10
	7.2
	DE to nominate a member to WG 2
	DE
	Following the meeting

	11
	7.2 
	New members to be added to WG 2 on the IECEx Web Site
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	12
	7.2
	The new edition of ISO/IEC 17025 has now been published, the meeting agreed to vote via correspondence on the application date. 


	Secretariat 
	October 2006

	13
	9.1
	WG 10 to continue as an expert WG in a consultative forum and to conduct further, on-going reviews, of the Operational Documents relating to the IECEx Certified Service Facility Program, noting DE offer to assist with an editorial review of the ODs 



	WG 10
	Ongoing

	14
	10.1
	The meeting request that the issue of Professional Indemnity Insurance be referred to the up coming IECEx Officers meeting scheduled for 28 September 2006 for further consideration.
	IECEx Officers
	At next Officers Meeting

	15
	10.3
	The Meeting asked that WG 4 review the ExMC Shanghai/Secretariat) 04 and 05 including a review of existing documents, e.g. OD 003.


	WG 4
	Prior to next meeting

	16
	10.4
	Mr John Allen to be appointed to WG12 
	GB National Committee
	

	17
	10.4
	WG 12 to proceed with their work as detailed in their report but needs take account of comment received and prepare an updated report for the next ExMC meeting


	WG 12
	Prior to next meeting

	18
	10.6
	ExMC Members are to review the updated version of Rev ExMC/161/CD, as included in Annex A to ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)02 and provide the Secretariat with comments no later than 31 October 2006


	Members
	31 October 2006

	19
	11
	Convert WG7 to an IECEx Mark Consultative Committee reporting to ExMC and progress with the introduction of an IECEx Conformity Mark
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	20
	11
	Members to consider Draft OD 022 and OD 023 with comments to be sent to the Secretariat no later than 31 October 2006 


	Members
	31 October 2006

	21
	12
	Status of the surveillance of ExCBs and ExTLs be made available to members on the website to be located in a secure area of the site.


	Secretariat
	31 October 2006

	22
	12
	ExMC to revise its procedures for the issuing and maintenance of Operational Documents


	Secretariat
	Prior to next meeting

	23
	12
	Ensure that a clear indication is provided to industry to indicate when new documents have been issued to the IECEx Website


	Secretariat
	31 October 2006

	24
	12
	Responsibility for OD/010 Operational Decision “Guidance for the Preparation of IECEx Test Reports (ExTRs) by IECEx Certification Bodies (ExTRs) and the Processing of ExTRs by Receiving ExCBs” updates to be assigned to WG1 of the ExTAG
	ExTAG WG1 and Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	25
	12
	ExTAG/92/CD “Guidance on the preparation of IECEx Certificates and Reports covering more than one identifiable item of Ex equipment” be issued to ExMC for approval as a new Operational Document
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	26
	12
	ExTAG/95/CD “Certification Documentation” to be included in the revised edition of IECEx 02
	Secretariat 
	Following the meeting

	27
	14
	On-Line Certificate - AU suggested that the there would be benefits to Mining Regulators if the current search capability could be extended to search for Group I equipment asking the secretariat to follow-up


	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	28
	16.1
	IECEx Members and Officers to explore effective avenues for the promotion and marketing of IECEx
	Officers and Members
	Following the meeting

	29
	16.2
	To keep IECEx Members updated with developments concerning the UNECE work on Ex
	Chairman and Secretary
	Following the meeting

	30
	18.1
	In approving the 2005 Accounts, the Chairman is to present these to the IEC CAB for final approval
	Chairman
	Following the meeting

	31
	18.2
	In approving the changes to OD 019 the IECEx Officers are asked to consider a strengthening of the penalties for late payment of invoices
	IECEx Officers
	At the next IECEx Officers meeting

	32
	18.3
	In approving the 2007 Budget, the Chairman is to present these to the IEC CAB for final approval
	Chairman
	At next CAB meeting

	33
	19
	WG10 to add subcontracting within their terms of reference
	WG 10
	Following the meeting

	34
	19
	FR to nominate a member to WG 12 Competencies
	FR
	Following the meeting

	35
	20
	The IECEx Officers to consider the AU proposal ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)07 along with the FR and DE concerns expressed during the meeting at the next IECEx Officers meeting
	IECEx Officers
	Next Officers meeting
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