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INTRODUCTION

This document has been prepared by the IECEx Treasurer, Mr Heinz Berger, as a means to establish a minimum acceptable level of insurance cover for all ExCBs.  This document is issued for discussion during the 2006 ExMC Shanghai meeting.
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Minimum Liability Coverage in the IECEx Scheme

Introduction

In the global conformity assessment business the liability issue is getting more and more important. IECEx is dealing with hazardous products (IECE 02; ISO System # 5), services (IECEx 03) and future activities. In the international context, IECEx is involved as follows: 

IECEx 01:

10.4 Exclusion of liability

The national organizations acting on behalf of the ExMC shall do so on their own responsibility and shall take all possible steps to exclude any liability from falling on the ExMC or on the IEC.

ISO/IEC Guide 65:1999:

4.2 Organization, clause h)

Have adequate arrangements to cover liabilities arising from its operations and/or activities.

It is well understood, that an ExCB carries overall responsibility for their activities in the IECEx Scheme.  

During the IECEx Initial- and Re-Assessments within the past years, a wide range of solutions were observed in order to fulfill the liability clause concerning amount and geographical area.

It seems just logical to introduce harmonized requirements in IECEx, including all kind of operations. This in line with other International Certifications Schemes operating according to ISO System # 5.  

Current Situation in other international Certification Schemes operating according to ISO System # 5 and their minimum coverage amount 

IECEE CB-FCS Scheme (members worldwide):

4 Millions CHF (Swiss Francs)

European Certification Schemes (members in Europe):
2 Million Euro (about 3.2 Mio CHF)

	Abbreviation of Scheme:
	Description:

	
	

	CCA
	CENELEC Certification Agreement

	CCA-EMC
	Agreement on the use of a commonly agreed Mark of conformity to European Standards for EMC

	ENEC
	Agreement on the use of a commonly agreed mark of conformity for luminaires and relevant components complying with European Standards

	KEYMARK
	European Mark Scheme for Household and similar Electrical Appliances (for standards of CENELEC)

	HAR
	Agreement on the use of a Commonly Agreed Marking for Cables and Cords complying with Harmonised Specifications


Proposal

1) IECEx Scheme to introduce a minimum coverage limit of 4 Million CHF (Swiss Francs) or equivalent amount in national currency

2) ExCBs to provide evidence of minimum coverage either by letter of the insurance company or, in case of government owned organizations, a letter from the government office assuring the minimum coverage. The letter shall contain the following information: confirmation of minimum coverage of 4 Mio CHF, validity of contract, geographical limits (if any)

3) The IECEx Secretariat to be informed about any changes

4) Introduction of harmonized requirements on January 1st, 2008 (latest date the letter shall arrive at the IECEx Secretariat)  

June 29th, 2006

Heinz S. Berger, Treasurer of the IECEx
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