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Report of WG8 meeting 22nd of October, 2002, to be tabled on the ExMC meeting

It is given an overview about activities and identification of regulators, in a first approach in the most important economic areas:

· USA

· European Union

· China

· Russia.

1. USA – John Rennie

Contact to OSHA has been established by the IECEx-NC. Interest has been found by the OSHA representative to step a discussion about our issue.

2. European Union – Uwe Klausmeyer

Several attempts have been done to become involved in the responsible department of the European Commission. It has found some serious interest; several MRAs are intended by European Commission as e.g. with US-OHSA, but the EU representative pointed out, that bilateral MRAs are not longer the track where the EU wants to go. There is a serious interest to start discussion about multilateral agreements which assure reciprocity. This fits with our needs to get an agreement between IECEx and the regulators. 

Due to the difficult and unique situation in the EU (weak commission, still strong member states) it has been decided to step in the discussion first with the German Ministry of Labor with the intention to bring the discussion in the applicable EU Commission department. All important parties (manufacturer’s association, user’s association) will join for this first negotiations in Germany, with the intention to involve the European versions of it.

3. China – Xu Zengde

In the past conformity assessment for Ex products has been dealt in different ministries, laws and regulations. When China became member of the WTO the government established a new governmental agency which is CNCA (Certification and Accreditation Administration of PRC). This new agency is in charge to make the policy for conformity assessment across China. So now a unified conformity assessment procedure is in the phase of establishment. The ‘China Certification Center for Quality Mark’ (CQM) is now the Chinese ACB by merging of former CCEx in the CQM.

4. Russia – Phillip Chumilikhin

In Russia 2 bodies are notified for accreditation of Certification Bodies: GostStandard and Goskoteknadzor. They are permitted to accept foreign certificates in a bilateral way. 

5. Other countries

Australia - Ralph Wigg: in the center is to see the applied standard, mostly IEC. First National Certification Bodies are accepted, then IECEx Certificates or other statements which specify the safety of an apparatus. Switzerland – Heinz Berger: based on a bilateral agreement with the EU Commission which was ratified June 2002 the requirements are identical with the EU (ATEX). There will be a Notified Body which is SEV (now: electroSuisse).

Further action

It is suggested to hold a specific conference for representatives of regulators in conjunction with the next IECEx meeting in Budapest (after the IECEx meeting). The intention of the conference shall be to develop a roadmap how to implement the IECEx Certificate of Conformity in the various national systems. In parallel the convenor will contact the WTO in order to open a discussion how to stimulate the free trade of Explosion Protected Electrical products in a global scale. The members of the WG are active to contact suitable representatives of the national regulators.

