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INTRODUCTION
This document is a report prepared by Dr Uwe Klausmeyer the Convenor of ExTAG WG10, Proficiency Testing.  The Report will be presented by Dr. Klausmeyer during the ExTAG 
Fortaleza Meeting for discussion and consideration.
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Report of the convenor of ExTAG WG 10 “Proficiency Testing”, Dr. Klausmeyer, for the ExTAG meeting in Fortaleza (BR) 2013
1. Results of the feedback survey after the end of the Ex PT pilot program
Details see attachment. Main outcome of the survey is the support of the participating laboratories (32 of 34) for a permanent PTB Ex Proficiency Testing Scheme (PTB Ex PT Scheme)

https://www.ex-proficiency-testing.ptb.de

which has been launched in January 2013. Furthermore the far majority of the laboratories suggested the development of new programs dealing with “flame transmission” and “temperature classification” (now program 3 and 4). The PTB Ex PT Scheme intends to offer two new programs per year depending on suggestions coming from ExTLs. All programs include the related hardware (test samples), workshops at PTB and online support provided by PTB experts.
2. Results of the pilot program

In December 2012 two draft decision sheets have been circulated under the title

ExTAG/278/CD: Recommendation to improve the effectiveness of the determination of explosion pressure
ExTAG/279/CD: Recommendations for performing spark tests with spark test apparatus (STA).

Comments on the “best practice” papers are published under ExTAG/287/CC and ExTAG/288/CC. The final versions of the Decision Sheets are published under ExTAG DS 2013/002 and ExTAG DS 2013/003 in June 2013:
http://www.iecex.com/extag_decisions.htm
3. Status of the 2013 activities of the PTB Ex PT Scheme
a) The program 3 “flame transmission” has been selected by 48 laboratories (80% ExTLs). The hardware (nozzles, flanges etc.) will be shipped to the participating laboratories in August/September 2013 almost 100%. It is expected that the results can be compiled in time in January 2014. The improvement loop (phase II) can be offered tentatively until March 2013. The final report is expected for May 2014.
b) The program 4 “temperature classification” has been selected by 47 laboratories (80% ExTLs).The concept of the program 4 “temperature classification” has been slightly modified in June 2013. Additional hardware (a power supply controller) has to be manufactured in order to neutralize the influence of the local power supply characteristics by keeping the wattage of the heating cartridges almost constant. This modification of the test sample gives the opportunity to concentrate on the temperature measurement performance and to eliminate the influence of the local electrical power net supply to a certain extent. The additional hardware development and production has delayed the program 4 around 3 months. It is expected that the results can be compiled in March 2014. The improvement loop (phase II) can be offered tentatively until May 2014. The final report is expected for July 2014.
c) The workshops related to the programs 3 and 4 are tentatively scheduled for June or July 2014.
4. New programs 2014 and 2015

The next meeting of the ExTAG WG 10 is scheduled for Monday, 16th of September 2013, 17:00, in Fortaleza (meeting room to be advised). During this meeting the proposals from the feedback survey will be debated. Especially the electrostatic charge measurement has to be highlighted as a candidate for a new program (IEC 60079-0, IEC 60079-32-2). Furthermore the step in direction conformity assessment based on a virtual product documentation, the question of proper sample selection and preparation needs to be discussed as well.
5. Draft of an Operational Document “Proficiency Testing Programs”
As already discussed during the Braunschweig meeting 2012, IECEx needs a similar OD like the IECEE CTL-OP 103, Ed. 10, in order to have guidance for consequences e.g. how to deal with outliers. A first draft will be presented during the next meeting of the ExTAG WG 10 in Fortaleza.
6. Financial matters of the PTB Ex PT Scheme, ISO/IEC 17043:2010
The new programs e.g. 3 and 4 are causing costs for PTB which are partly refunded by the fee to be charged for the participating laboratories. This fee contributes to the overall development and operation costs of the programs to a certain extent. To charge laboratories for the total costs is not within the mission of PTB as a governmental organization providing infrastructural elements. Otherwise a commercial company could take care of the Ex PT scheme, which seems unrealistic because of the high investment compared with the relatively small number of laboratories using the Ex PT scheme. Therefore PTB is taking over the role as provider, self-declaring the conformity with the ISO/IEC 17043:2010. Within the peer assessment system IECEx, this approach should be the right path in focusing on technical issues rather than on formal issues.
Draft agenda of the next ExTAG WG 10 meeting

Date and time: Monday, 16th of September, 2013, 17:00

Venue: meeting room to be advised, Hotel Luzeiros, Fortaleza, BR

1. Minutes of the last meeting in Braunschweig 20th of July, 2013

2. Results and conclusions of the feedback survey after the Ex PT pilot program, new ExTAG decision sheets DS 2013/002 and DS 2013/003
3. Presentation of the PTB Ex PT Scheme, programs 3 and 4
4. New programs: priority list to be compiled

5. Manufacturer laboratories to be involved, impact of the OD 024
6. Presentation of the Ex Network e.V. (association to foster activities in explosion protection)

7. Presentation of the first draft of an IECEx OD “Proficiency Testing Programs”

8. Any other business.
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