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1. OPENING AND WELCOME – The Meeting Commenced 9.00 a.m. Thursday 27th September 2007.  

The Chairman, Dr Klausmeyer (PTB), opened the meeting at 9.00 a.m. and thanked Mr McManama and the USNC/IECEx for the excellent host facilities. Dr Klausmeyer also thanked the sponsors Baldor, Joy Mining Machinery, Vantage Technology, FM Approvals, Intertek, NEMA, Siemens and Underwriters Laboratories for their support of the meeting.

Dr Klausmeyer gave a special welcome to the IEC Vice President and CAB Chairman, Mr Don Gray, noting the Members appreciation of his attendance at the meeting and also his participation at the 2007 IECEx / US Industry Symposium. He also welcomed the following members of CAB, Mr Ron Collis (AU), Mr Joe Gryn(CA) and Mr Michel Brenon(FR).  The Chairman noted the attendance of Mr Nick Maalouf, from QPS, warmly welcoming him as the Convener of the scheme’s original IEC Working Group, known as WGEx.  
Mr Maalouf was invited to give his personal reflections on the origins of the scheme. Mr Maalouf commenced by saying how proud he was to have been part of the original WG and how pleased he is to see the early concepts become a reality.

He then went on to itemise the original aims for the scheme-

· a program dedicated to Ex

· the inclusion of the IEC TC31 Chairman 

· direct involvement of manufacturers, users and regulators

· to form a full Type 5 Scheme with a  Mark

He continued that while some of these aims were considered radical at the time, he is most pleased to see many of these ideas are now a reality.  He acknowledged that a great deal of hard work had gone into bringing the scheme to its current position; saying that friends and colleagues should be very proud of the achievements which had been gained, not only by good leadership and management, but also by the voluntary work of all participating members. The Chairman thanked him for this overview

The Chairman also acknowledged other members from the original WGEx Group present, Mr Schwarz (DE), Mr Bremmer (SE) and the IECEx Secretary.

Apologies were received from Mr Janos Hanko (HU). The Chairman noted that this was the first meeting that Mr Hanko had not attended.

The Chairman noted that with each year the number of delegates attending the IECEx series of meetings has increased.  He added that he is particularly pleased to see the increased number of industry representatives and regulators. 

2. ADDRESS BY MR DON GRAY - IEC Vice President and CAB  Chairman
The Chairman invited Mr Gray to address the meeting.

Mr Gray commenced by noting the significant increases within, and the steady growth of, the IECEx Scheme since he had last attended an IECEx Management Meeting in Budapest, in October 2003. He outlined growth with reference to the following

· increased number of countries participating in the Scheme

· increased number of accepted ExCBs and ExTLs 

· increasing attention to IECEx from both industry and regulators

· global recognition and reach – something which the IEC wants

· number of certificates and reports issued went from just a few in 2003 



to now being well over 4000

· changes to the CoC system 

He noted and thanked the U.S. for the excellent host arrangements

Mr Gray reflected that as Chairman of CAB he is very interested in the continuing growth of the schemes, and went on to highlight the connection between the schemes and the role of CAB, which he said is to oversee the schemes. He outlined the responsibilities of the CAB as being primarily changes/modifications to the Rules and to monitor Scheme activities thereby ensuring that they align with IEC policy. CAB also confirms officer’s appointments and, finally, finances once agreement has been achieved at the scheme level.

Mr Gray noted the current work being undertaken within CAB which includes the formation of a new WG 11 to look at various aspects of the schemes including the Basic Rules, while at the same time, to take into account changes within IEC. 

Mr Gray noted a number of issues being dealt with to review aspects of the schemes raised by the Council Board-

· uniformity of Basic Rules in order to achieve consistency

· the scope of the schemes to be clearly defined with any changes requiring CAB approval

· a review of IEC Statutes appropriate to today and also to Swiss law

· a review of which documents should be used within the IEC Conformity Assessment Schemes.

· risk assessment – the commencement of a formal assessment procedure when considering the introduction of new areas

Mr Gray said that undoubtedly these reviews will have an impact on the schemes but members can be assured that CAB is committed to facilitating the schemes. Mr Gray then went on to highlight an immediate issue that needs to be addressed relating to budget approval and the finances of the schemes to align with a new reporting timetable.

Mr Gray then discussed issues relevant to the IECEx Scheme, including the introduction of the IECEx Mark which has been approved by CAB, and which, he is confident will also be approved by the Council Board and become a reality by November. 

Mr Gray advised the meeting that a WG has been established by CAB to try to assess the needs of the community in the areas of energy and efficiency.  He also asked members to note the following areas being considered as ways to assist both standards and Conformity assessment-

· CAB strategy plan to include the scheme’s input via their officers

· during the IEC General Meeting, Berlin 2006, the Council Board made decisions affecting Non-Member countries

· Statutes to be amended to enable the chairmen and secretaries of the schemes to become formal members of CAB, but without voting rights

Mr Gray also noted the good relationship and co-operation between ILAC and CAB with the three schemes having now signed MOUs. He concluded by saying that significant progress has also been made with IAF.

The Chairman thanked Mr Gray for his very comprehensive update.

3 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA


ExMC/382D/ DA Draft Agenda ExMC Meeting 2007
The agenda was approved with the following items listed for inclusion
· FR proposal to consider “One-Off” Production Verification Certification under the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Program
· consideration of the Canadian comment in ExMC(Denver/CA)03

· consideration of the German comment in ExMC(Denver/DE)02

· additional Reports from WG4
4.
MINUTES OF THE LAST ExMC MEETING

4.1 Confirmed Minutes
The meeting noted the Confirmed Minutes, ExMC/343A/RM of the last meeting held in Shanghai, September 2006.  These minutes were previously confirmed via correspondence. 

Document Noted: 

· ExMC/343A/RM – Confirmed Minutes
4.2      Matters arising from these minutes

4.2.1
Report on Actions arising from the 2006 ExMC Shanghai Meeting
The IECEx Secretary reported in detail on the status of the Action List detailed in Annex A of the Shanghai Confirmed Minutes Document ExMC/343A/RM and List of Decisions ExMC/342/DL.  

The meeting discussed Agenda Item 10.2 of the Shanghai Minutes - Comments from DE, relating to the formation of an Advisory Board. The secretary advised members, that although this action item had not yet been completed, WGs 1 and 5 are at present filling this role. After further discussion the meeting agreed that the item be referred to the IECEx Officers meeting to be held in Geneva in November.

The meeting noted with thanks the work of the secretariat in relation to these Action Items.
4.2.2   Other items
The Secretary advised the meeting on “Guides to Applicants” covering the IECEx Equipment Program, IECEx Certified Service Facilities Program, as well as a Comparison Guide between IECEx and ATEX at present being prepared by the secretariat. The meeting fully supported this work suggesting that once completed the guides should be made available on the IECEx web site
5.      An overview of the IECEx Scheme Activities

Documents noted:
· ExMC/390/R – Overview Report from the Secretariat
The meeting noted document ExMC/390/R Overview Report from the Secretariat covering the progress and general statistics of the Scheme for 2007 to date, noting the progress of the Scheme since the 2006 IECEx Shanghai meetings. The meeting also noted both growth of the Scheme along with increasing demands on the Secretariat.

5.1      Canadian comment 

Members noted the Canadian comment contained in ExMC(Denver/CA)03 Green paper on the growth of the IECEx Scheme.

Mr Gryn (CA) introduced the paper by remarking that it is a great pleasure for   Canada, as a founding member of the scheme, to see the Scheme’s success and growth. The growth he explained is evident in the number of countries which are represented as well as the increased number of accepted ExCBs and ExTLs. Mr Gryn said that the number of certificates issued within the equipment scheme was also indicative of the continuing growth of the scheme.  He noted that the sound management of the scheme and the excellent focus had been pivotal in its growth. 

He commented that CA’s concern was the limited resources of the scheme. CA believe that rather than diluting resources from other programs it would 

be in the scheme’s interest to allow growth of the existing schemes, whereby they achieve an agreed level of stability, before introducing new Schemes such as personnel certification program. CA believes that the introduction of new schemes at this time may be premature.  Mr Gryn continued that what CA is suggesting is a business plan looking at what is necessary to grow the resources of the secretariat, proposing the following-

· marketing opportunities for the scheme

· a nominated period of time by which the programs is expected to become self sufficient

· costs and resources - A business plan must be prepared for each new program containing the required business data 
· information necessary to make an informed business decision – Market needs.
The Chairman invited the members to discuss CA’s proposals. 
AU expressed some concern that there had been very little time to consider CA’s Green Paper; continuing by saying that if CA’s proposals were accepted it may prevent the scheme’s progress.  AU suggested that any proposal should first be considered by WG12.

GB agreed with AU that there had been insufficient time to consider the document but did feel that there was some value in the proposals raised by CA, particularly in relation to the Business Plan.  GB continued however, that we do not need absolute outcomes, giving the example of the Service Facilities Program. Finally GB commented that the scheme needs to have confidence in its decisions.

FR supported GB’s comments agreeing that a Business Plan was a positive step.

CN supported CA’s proposals, saying that they were very valuable. CN however agreed with AU’s proposal, that all work be carried out through WG12, and advised the meeting that CN will nominate a member to the WG. 

The US commented that there are two main issues

a. do we proceed or do we delay the competencies program under development by WG12?

or

b. move forward with a policy of using business plans 

The US agreed with AU and GB saying that they would like to have more time to consider the CA document but generally agree with the proposals. The US also reminded the meeting of the earlier point made by the IEC Vice President and CAB Chairman, Mr Gray, in relation to Risk Management, and the consequences can be both financial as well as legal.

The meeting agreed that the proposals should be given consideration via WG12 as they continue with the development of the personnel certification program.  WG12 would then report back to ExMC. 
The Chairman suggested that members take into account the WG 12 report which was to be presented later in the meeting.  He continued that it is important to take all comments on board and also consider market needs.

6. REPORT ON IEC CAB (Conformity Assessment Board) MATTERS
6.1 Review of Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) Decisions from CAB     meetings since Shanghai 2006 ExMC meeting
The meeting noted the following CAB documents


· CAB/643A/DL - List of decisions of the September 2006 CAB meeting held in Berlin

· CAB/683/DL - List of decisions of the May 2007 CAB Meeting in Sydney

6.2
Specific CAB Matters for noting or action by ExMC
6.2.1 IECEx  Mark of Conformity

    Documents noted:

· CAB/684/DV – Approval of the IECEx Mark System and the 
Regulations, 
document IECEx 04 – IECEx Conformity Mark 
Licensing System, 
Regulations
· ExMC/360A/CD Draft amendment to IECEx 01-  Basic rules
· CAB/684A/RV, Report of Voting Approval of the IECEx Mark 
System and 
document IECEx 04 – IECEx Conformity Mark 
Licensing System Regulations
· ExMC/405/Inf – Result of CAB voting and Officers position 
concerning 
minor comments received. 
The meeting received an update regarding the voting by CAB Members on the IECEx Mark of Conformity. The secretary advised the meeting that all documents relating to the Mark had been accepted. He then reported the results of the CAB voting which had been 10 in favour, and that, while 2 members did not vote there had been no negative votes. He informed the meeting that while comments on the documents had been received they are mainly of an editorial nature seeking clarification in the final document. These comments will be taken into account. He commented that these minor changes will not prevent the progress of the documents and advised that there would be further discussion under Item 12 of the Agenda IECEx MARK
6.2.2 CAB/ILAC/IAF Cooperation 

The members noted the following documents
Documents noted

· CAB/653/R – Report on the CAB/ILAC Technical Panel
· CAB/654/R -  Report on the CAB/IAF Technical Panel

The Secretary reported that a proposed MOU similar to the ILAC MOU is to be submitted to the IAF Executive and the IEC Conformity Assessment Board for consideration and approval. He reminded members that the ILAC and IAF are two separate panels and that he is grateful that Mr. Ron Sinclair, BASEEFA, accompanies him to these meetings. As an example of the benefits of the co-operation between the organisations he cited the fact that a number of the scheme’s TGDs are currently being used by ILAC and touched briefly on joint assessments. 

Mr Joe Gryn, CA, and fellow member of the Technical Panels, asked that members advise the Secretariat of any differences they become aware of between ISO/IEC Guide 17025 and ISO/IEC Guide 65 (ILAC/IAF) thereby enabling these differences to be dealt with during these meetings. Mr Gryn emphasised both the need and the value of such input. 

RU expressed concern that as a result of CAB/ILAC co-operation IEC members not be seen to be solving problems of ILAC a view supported by Members.

Mr Munro described some of the problems he encountered during the assessment process particularly in relation to National Accreditation. He gave the following examples-

· ILAC/IAF not always full members

· different approaches to scope

· listing of scope – some instances the scope is not listed

· deficiencies in covering assessment function of standards e.g. i.s. assessments

· Note - feedback from the test laboratories during the assessment process is that the assessments carried out by accreditation bodies are not as technical or as in-depth, as those conducted by the IECEx.

Mr Munro concluded by saying that although there is a lot of goodwill there have been few joint assessments.

The Secretary advised the meeting that many of the examples raised by Mr Munro had been formally raised during meetings with ILAC/IAF. He continued that National Accreditation is one of the tools used by the scheme as part of the evidence gathering exercise but that IECEx do not blindly accept accreditation.

6.2.3 Restriction of Hazardous Substances
Documents noted:
· ExMC/302A/RM – Confirmed Minutes of the ExMC 2005 Buxton Meeting
· ExMC/343A/RM – Confirmed minutes of the ExMC 2006 Shanghai 


Meeting
The Secretary reminded members of the position taken by ExMC during the Buxton 2005 ExMC meeting (refer ExMC/302A/RM item 4.3.3)
The meeting noted the previous decision and re-confirmed its position on the issue of Hazardous Substances, noting the work of IEC TC 111 and will await the deliberations of TC 31 once TC 111 Standards have been published.
6.2.4 ISO/IEC Guide 65 Revision

Report concerning the current revision of ISO/IEC Guide 65 by CASCO and determine any specific areas requiring review.
The Secretary informed Members that the CASCO WG has commenced early work on the Revision of Guide 65 and is in the process of establishing a structure for the document.  In noting the early work of this CSCO WG, the Secretary undertook to keep members informed of developments as the Guide 65 Revision project continues with the view to enable members an opportunity to consider drafts issued by the CASCO WG.  
7 IECEx MEMBERSHIP
7.1   Current membership
The Secretary reported that all details relating to the scheme’s current membership are available on the IECEx web site. He advised the meeting that at present current country membership stands at 26. The details being available at -


http://www.iecex.com/countries.htm
He continued that the current details relating to ExCBs, ExTLS, Applicant ExCBs and Applicant ExTLs are available on the website at -


OD 001 – Scheme Membership – To note current membership with the 
Secretariat to report.
The meeting noted these links.
· http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp
7.2 and 7.3 New Country Membership + Other Possible new Countries

The Secretary reported that although there had been no new country members for 2007 there has been considerable interest shown by a number of countries including Malaysia, Poland and Brazil. The Secretary advised members that he had been invited to give a presentation to the Malaysian National Committee for IEC TC 31 in July. He continued that he came away encouraged as there was real support from industry for the Certified Service Facility Program as well as for the area of competencies and the new Certified Persons Program under development within WG12.  He noted that there had been 3 major workshops in attendance at the meeting as well as representatives form Petronas.  It is hoped that an application will be received from Malaysia by the end of the year. 

He advised that correspondence has been received at the Secretariat Office from Poland expressing interest in the scheme. He informed the members that our Chairman, Dr. Klausmeyer, has recently spent some time in Poland discussing the benefits of scheme membership. These discussions will be ongoing.

The Chairman advised members that Brazil is now a member of the CAB and is at present putting procedures in place to join the IECEx Scheme. This he said is very encouraging. The Chairman then reminded members that every opportunity should be taken to promote the scheme particularly by organizing or attending / participating at seminars and conferences. He continued that we are happy to supply either speakers or presentations and will always be pleased to help in any way. He reported that he has held discussions with both Egypt and Turkey but that these discussions are only in the very early stages and membership is a long way off.

7.4
New ExCBs and ExTLs – According to IECEx 02, Certified Equipment Program 

7.4.1   New ExCBs and ExTLs accepted, via correspondence, since 

Shanghai 2006
Document noted

· ExMC/394/Inf – Listing of IECEx ExCB/ExTL assessments and re-assessments. (Refer to Table)
The meeting noted and endorsed document ExMC/394/Inf detailing the list of Assessments and re-assessments approved since Shanghai 2006. The secretary advised members that these bodies had been accepted via correspondence using the voting procedures detailed in Clause 12 of the IECEx Basic Rules, IECEx 01. 

The secretary then referred members to tables 3 and 4 of the document which relate to 2007 Re-assessments carried out but not yet finalised and Re assessments planned for the remainder of 2007. The secretary reported that once the re-assessment of bodies listed has been completed the first round of re-assessments will be finalised. 

7.4.2
New ExCBs and ExTLs, for consideration at the ExMC 2007 Denver Meeting 


None reported 

7.5     Applications for Extension of Scope

7.5.1
Applications Processed for extension of scope since Shanghai 2006

Noted

OD 001 – Scheme Membership http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp
· 
ExMC/396/Inf Report on Scope Extensions

The Chairman opened this agenda item by stressing the importance of maintaining this record. He continued by saying, we need to keep a record of all changes to scope even when it is simply a new edition of a standard, as a new edition may contain essential changes and these changes may impact on assessments done.

The secretary reminded the members that an ExCB issuing a Certificate of Conformity has access only to their accepted scope. He advised that should they wish to extend their scope to include an additional technique, or to have access to a later edition of a standard, they need to complete document ExMC/251A/Inf ExCB/ExTL Capability Declaration for Extension of Scope. He explained that when a completed ExMC/251A/Inf is received at the secretariat it is reviewed and in some cases referred to an assessor for a site visit. He also referred members to document ExMC/271A/IECEx Procedures for the Processing of Applications for Extension of Scope from ExCBs and ExTLs for full details of the procedures. 

CA asked if the request for an extension of scope incurred any additional fees for the applicant ExCB. The secretary advised that certificate fees funds covered this activity and therefore no added fees were charged unless, of course, a site visit was required.

The U.S. commented that when a scope extension is requested national differences should be taken into account. The secretary agreed and will look at revising the declaration form.
The meeting noted and endorsed document ExMC/396/Inf
8
 IECEx ASSESSMENTS OF ExCBS AND ExTLS

8.1 and 8.2  Status on surveillance of accepted ExCBs and ExTLs  +  IECEx 5 year Re-Assessment

The Chairman opened this agenda item by commenting that there is real value in, and need for, on-going surveillance as a tool in ensuring and maintaining confidence in the IECEx Scheme. 

The Secretary referred members once again to tables 3 and 4 of ExMC/394/Inf which relate to 2007 re-assessments carried out, but not yet finalised, and re- assessments planned for the remainder of 2007. He advised that the surveillance and re-assessment program is running to schedule and will be completed before the end of the year.
The Secretary informed the meeting that for ExCBs and ExTLs with acceptable national accreditation, the currency and status of such accreditation needs to be confirmed by the Secretariat on an annual basis. He continued that the experience can at times prove to be very difficult, as on occasions the accreditation record itself cannot be located, let alone the scope of accreditation.  He explained that the Secretariat is then required to contact ExCBs and ExTLs directly for them to obtain information from the accreditation bodies. He said that these issues have been taken to both ILAC and IAF and that the secretariat will keep working to resolve this problem. The Secretary concluded by expressing his appreciation to all ExCBs and ExTLs for their prompt responses to requests for information as this is a great help.
8.3     WG2 Development of Technical Guidance Documents 


Document noted
· ExMC/399/R - Report from WG2 Convener, Mr Phil Carpenter 
The Chairman began by firstly thanking Mr Carpenter and the WG2 members for their report, ExMC/399/R, and for the valuable work they have carried out. He commented that the availability of TGDs is essential in that they provide an in-depth record which is most helpful in the assessment process. He continued by saying that some accreditation bodies only have a check list. He noted that the TGDs have proved to be such a valuable tool that they are now being used by various Laboratory accreditation bodies.

The secretary agreed with the Chairman’s comments pointing out however, that one of the concerns to come out of the assessor review day was, that some of the TGDs were out-of-date. He continued that assistance is required from the members in order to have an up-to-date collection of TGDs.

Mr Jim Munro, Chairman of the Panel of Assessors, agreed with the secretary’s comments saying that the TGDs were becoming quite dated and were causing some difficulty.

GB proposed that recommendation 6a, of the WG2 report ExMC/399/R, 
be adopted thereby allowing draft TGDs to be issued for use at the same time as circulation for comment. 

After some discussion it was decided that these documents are issued for use as provisional TGDs rather than draft TGDs.
The question was then asked do the members believe that a TGD should be compiled for IEC 60079-19 Explosive atmospheres - Part 19: Equipment repair, overhaul and reclamation? NO supported the proposal saying that it would be helpful for bodies applying to the scheme. AU also supported the proposal. After some discussion the meeting agreed that a TGD dedicated to the Ex Certified Service Facilities was required. The secretary then called for volunteers

The following countries agreed to nominate members

· 
DE  

· GB to nominate a convener

· NO

· CN

· US

· AU
The Secretary requested that the nomination of experts be submitted to the Secretariat no later than 31st October 2007.
8.4       Assessment procedures


Document for discussion:

OD 003/Version V1 IECEx Assessment Procedure 

The Chairman suggested, and the meeting agreed, that discussion on this document should be deferred until Agenda Items 11.4 and 11.5 when WG 1 and WG5 will report the outcome of their meeting held 23rd September 2007. 

9 IECEx SCHEME, RULES AND PROCEDURES

9.1       Publication of IECEx 02 and IECEx 03 

    Documents noted:

· IECEx 03 – IECEx Certified Service Facilities Program, Edition 1

· IECEx 02 – IECEx Certified Equipment Program, Edition 3 

The Chairman opened this Agenda Item by saying how pleasing it is to have the revised version of IECEx 02 - IECEx Certified Equipment Program, Edition 3 available. He continued that it is gratifying to see the expansion of the scheme to include service facilities. He thanked the members for all their assistance in completing this valuable work

FR proposed that ‘Unit Verification’ be included in the rules saying that without this a real hole exists. The Chairman suggested that should the proposal be accepted FR be prepared to assist with any revision of the rules that may be necessary. 

GB suggested that when considering the wording there is a real need to distinguish between ‘Product Verification’ which is sequential and ‘Unit Verification’ which is a one off. 

FR replied it was their intent to limit it to ‘Unit Verification’ only. 

The US, CA and FI all supported FR’s proposal.

The meeting agreed that IECEx 02 be expanded to provide for the issuing of IECEx Unit Verification Certificates with the Secretariat work with FR and ExTAG to facilitate this work. 

9.2    Revision of IECEx Basic Rules, IECEx 01

Documents considered:

· ExMC/360A/CD Updated Draft amendment to IECEx 01-  Basic rules 

· ExMC/360/CD Draft amendment to IECEx 01-  Basic rules
· ExMC/381/CC Compilation of comments on ExMC/360/DV

The Chairman opened this item with the Secretary requesting approval by the members of the revised amendment. He advised members that comment received on the document had been editorial and not technical and suggested that a decision, in favour of the revision, would enable the amendment to move forward to the CAB for approval. 

The US proposed acceptance of the draft amendment 

RU suggested that the issue of ‘Professional Indemnity Insurance’ be given consideration in the next revision of the Rules with members agreeing.

The Secretary reminded members that the draft amendment under discussion related only to the Mark in this instance, and that an immediate decision on the amendment would allow the Mark to progress. He also reminded the members that the Basic Rules of all three schemes are under review.

After some discussion the members agreed for the amendment to go forward to the CAB and also to note that ‘Professional Indemnity Insurance’ be included in the next revision of the Scheme Rules IECEx 01.

10
CERTIFIED SERVICE FACILITIES PROGRAM - INVOLVED IN REPAIR AND OVERHAUL OF Ex EQUIPMENT INTO THE IECEX SCHEME 

10.1 New ExCBs – According to IECEx 03, Certified Service Facility Program
Noted
OD 001 – Scheme Membership http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp
The secretary advised the meeting that there are currently 4 members in the Certified Service Facility Program with an additional ExCB in the final stages of acceptance. The current members are –

SIMTARS

BASEEFA

SIRA

KEMA
10.2 and 10.3  New IECEx Operational Documents + Report from WG 10 + Updated Operational Documents concerning inclusion of Service Facilities 
Documents considered:

· ExMC/376/R – Report from the WG10 Convener,

· ExMC/397/CC Compilation of comments on Report from the WG10 Convener
· Ex OD013 Version 2 – IECEx Operations Manual – Assessment and Certification of Ex Repair and Overhaul Service Facilities.

· Ex OD014 Version 2 – Quality management system requirements for IECEx Service Facilities involved in repair, overhaul and modification of Ex equipment

· Ex OD015 Version 2 – Technical Requirements for IECEx Service Facilities involved in repair, overhaul and modification of Ex equipment
The Meeting noted a report from the June 2007 Paris Meeting of WG 10.

The Chairman opened these agenda items for discussion calling on the WG10 Convener, the Secretary, to report. The secretary advised the meeting that the Draft Operational Documents OD 013, 014 and 015, for use in the Certified Service Facility Program, had been reviewed during the WG10 meeting held in Paris, June 2007.  He commented that the first edition of IEC 60079-19 was silent on many points and advised that OD 015 had been introduced to address these particular areas. He then commented that much of this had now been overcome with the new edition of the IEC 600790-19 Standard but that it still did not meet all of the program’s requirements.  He told members that the primary purpose of the Paris WG10 Meeting had been to review OD 015 in light of the publication of the 2nd ed. of IEC 60079-19. He advised that the WG members had made the decision during their meeting to remove all of the technical requirements from the document now covered by the 2nd edition of the Standard.  The Convener continued that some additional additional guidance was still required to maintain consistency among the Ex Repair Industry, e.g. standard reporting forms etc.

The Chairman thanked WG10 for their valuable work and asked for comments.

The US expressed some concern over draft OD013 which it believes contains less stringent requirements than those for the Equipment Program. The US continued that while they believe that the introduction of this Program is a positive step forward for the scheme, the US may not be able to participate.

RU agreed that it is a positive step and fully supported both the scheme and the documents.

The Chairman then invited Mr Theo Pijpker, KEMA, to give a report on KEMA’s real life experience of operating within the new scheme.

Mr Pijpker began his report by saying that after KEMA had been accepted into the scheme in May they began to speak to repair workshops. KEMA saw the Certified Service Facilities Program as the best way to provide confidence for end users for both electrical and non-electrical equipment repairs. He commented that although the documents used in the scheme, the rules, ODs and IEC 60079-19 could have some minor changes made, they are, on the whole very useful. He added that a real advantage lay in the fact that these documents can be used for both electrical and non-electrical equipment.  He commented that an additional advantage of this particular program is that various techniques can be covered such as i.s. equipment in motor repair workshops.  He explained that the ATEX 137 Directive in Europe places an obligation on end users to ensure proper repair and now through the IECEx Scheme they can get a certificate. He suggested that it would be most useful if a guide were made available. 

He concluded by saying that the new certified persons program would be a most welcome extension to this program commenting that it would complete the full conformity assessment circle for Ex industries. 
At the member’s request Mr Pijpker’s ExTAG Training Workshop presentation was made available on the IECEx web site at-

ExTAG Training Workshop Denver 24th, September 2007 

 Presentation from Theo Pijpker
The meeting agreed that the draft ODs go forward for publishing once the appropriate changes have been made to OD 015. The meeting also recommended that WG10 remain current to deal with any feedback issues and report back to the next ExMC Meeting.

 10.4
Fee Policy for the IECEx Certified Service Facilities Program, 

IECEx 03

Document considered:

ExMC/393/CD – Draft CoC Fee Schedule
The Chairman invited the Secretary to introduce this agenda item commenting that there is a real need to consider certificate fee costs as well as an annual fee.

AU commented that the recommendations contained in ExMC/393/CD – Draft CoC Fee Schedule do not extend far enough as far as user pay is concerned, particularly as a workshop may only have one certificate. AU commented that it is time for the whole scope of user pay to be explored.

GB suggested that by delaying the introduction of fees more facilities might be encouraged to apply at this early stage.

FR commented that it may prove to be very difficult to introduce a fee later

GB reminded members that fees could be difficult for some small businesses as the administrative costs could prove to be unreasonable

The Secretary commented that the document being discussed is a compromise. He asked members whether or not we should just proceed and ask WG10 to take comments into account.

CA proposed starting without a fee, while suggesting that at the same time, it be made plain that a fee will be introduced.
GB suggested that a voluntary fee free period would help to get the scheme running, but did agree that users should pay. GB agreed with the CA proposal.
The US did not agree with this proposal reminding members that costs would be incurred, for example there would be administrative costs to the secretariat. The U.S commented that members should remember that we are providing a valuable service and that costs are involved. 

NL suggested that members need to be careful when considering the immediate introduction of a fee

DE agreed with the U.S. saying that the Scheme needs to introduce fees commenting that it is important not to devalue the scheme.

The U.S. recommended a fee from day one.

GB suggested that it be applied according to FAR. AU and NL agreed.

Taking into account the discussions the Secretary recommended that a fixed date fee apply to the scheme commencing in 2008. 

After further discussion the meeting accepted ExMC/393/CD with a starting date of 1st January 2008 asking for a report from WG10 by the next meeting.

11
IECEx SCHEME – GENERAL MATTERS

11.1
Professional Indemnity Insurance

Documents considered:

· ExMC/345/DV – Proposed Minimum Liability Coverage in the IECEx Scheme

· ExMC/352/RV Voting Results and accompanying comments on ExMC/345/DV - Minimum Liability Coverage in the IECEx Scheme
The Chairman opened this agenda item by saying that this has been an ongoing issue and that given the voting results and diversity of comments received on ExMC/345/DV it had been decided that no decision would be taken until the Denver 2007 meeting.

Members were asked to consider the WG 1 Recommendation number 5 contained in ExMC(Denver/WG1+WG5)06 being ‘the requirements of ISO/IEC Guide 65 adequately meet the needs of the scheme and that the matter should be included at the time of assessment’.
AU and the US agreed with the WG1 recommendation.

CN suggested that there are various ways in which bodies can satisfy the requirements of ISO/IEC Guide 65 and did not support a set value.

RU did not support including a minimum insurance level as there are various ways of dealing with liability.

After further discussion the meeting agreed with WG1’s recommendation that ISO/IEC Guide 65 adequately covers the scheme’s requirements.

11.2
IECEx WG4 – Assessor Working Group

Document noted:

· ExMC/378/R – Report from ExMC WG4 Technical reference group for Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs
The Chairman invited Mr Jim Munro, Convenor of WG4 Technical Reference Group for Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs, to report.

Mr Munro commenced by seeking endorsement from the members of the list of assessors, both current and applicant, contained in his earlier report ExMC/378/R. He advised that all the current assessors listed had reapplied and that only a few of the original assessors were no longer interested. Mr Munro concluded by saying that new applicants are always welcome.

AU fully supported the current list as well as the applicant list.

CA also fully supported the lists, but made the general comment that every

member organisation should be obliged to nominate an assessor. CA continued that it does not believe that the current list is adequate, and strongly urges the involvement of all bodies to put forward an assessor. They reminded members that without peer assessment the scheme is just another accreditation body. CA concluded by saying that the confidence in the scheme needs to be ongoing.

The US fully supported CA’s comments by saying that peer assessment is pivotal to the scheme’s continuing success. The US continued that the scheme needs to ensure that the assessment teams are always comprised of practitioners in the area. 

The Secretary commented in support of the position taken by the US and CA concerning the value of peer assessment. He advised the meeting that practically all assessments conducted on applicant ExTLs and ExCBs, to date, have included at least one member from an ExTL or ExCB.

GB commented that one additional concern relates to the expense of becoming an assessor, saying that if an organisation is prepared to make the commitment and spend the money they need to be assured that the person will be utilised.

RU then nominated Dr Alexander Zalogin as a member of WG4. The members accepted the nomination.

Mr Munro pointed out that it is important for members to remember that peer assessors are always used in the assessment process. He also pointed out that it might be hard for some organisations to meet both the requirements and the costs. He reminded members that we do not, in fact, carry out many assessments and that we need to consider the logistics

CA reiterated that their concern is to ensure that confidence in the assessment procedure is maintained.
The meeting further discussed the proposal that all bodies nominate an assessor. 

DE commented that at present DE does not have an assessor but will nominate one after the meeting. 

FR does not support CA’s proposal and recommends that we continue by using the current list.

CA continued that it would strongly encourage members to participate as their participation would ensure that the scheme has a sufficient number of technical assessors available.

AU raised the issue of independence, saying that it was essential that independence be assured and maintained.

GB and FR asked the secretariat to make available the figures relating to the number of assessments carried out.

The secretary reminded members that when an assessment team is constituted, it is constituted according to the scheme rules, with a member from an ExCB and ExTL. 

The meeting approved the list contained in ExMC/378/R and asked that WG4 prepare a report, by the next meeting, in relation to the recommendation that all ExCBs and ExTLs consider nominating a candidate assessor.
11.3
IECEx WG12 Ex Competencies 

Document noted:

· ExMC/380/R – Report from the WG12 Paris meeting, June 2006
The Chairman invited Mr Ralph Wigg, Convenor of WG12 Ex Competencies, to report.

Mr Wigg commenced his report by referring members to the Paris Meeting Report and to the three draft documents prepared by the WG

· IECEx 05 – Rules for Personnel Competencies.
· Review IECEx OD0xx Version 1 draft 3 - ExCB Assessment Procedures for Issuing and Maintaining IECEx Certificates of Personnel Competencies.
· Review of IECEx OD0yy - Application for Certificate of Personnel Competencies
There was considerable discussion on this WG particularly in relation to the earlier discussions raised by CA. There was concern among some members that the introduction of this scheme, at this time, may have an adverse impact on the limited resources of the secretariat. 

NL commented that they believed that it was appropriate to introduce this program as soon as possible. 

AU and GB supported NL suggesting, however, that the earlier recommendation that WG12 prepare a business plan be followed.

After further discussion it was agreed that WG12 proceed with their work but that they develop a business plan to go forward for approval by the ExMC prior submission to the CAB. 

The Chairman thanked Mr Wigg for his report and noted the industry support that WG12 was receiving.
11.4 IECEx WG1 Review of Scheme Rules
The Chairman invited the Secretary to open agenda items 11.4 and 11.5 by saying that the WG1 and 5 meetings held on Sunday 23rd September had been most constructive. 
The Secretary then, in his role as convenor of WG1, reported to the meeting.

He reminded members that the primary purpose of the WG1 meeting was to assist the ExMC with agenda items relating to rules of the Scheme. He noted that some of the recommendations had already been discussed and that all the recommendations relating to the WG1 and WG5 meeting were now available on the IECEx web site at -

ExMC(Denver/WG1+WG5)06 

Report from WG1+WG5 Meetings Denver 23rd September 2007
Among the topics discussed during the WG1 meeting were –

· Draft OD/009/Version 2 Procedures for the Issuing of IECEx Certificates of Conformity, IECEx Test Reports and IECEx Quality Assessment Reports
· Draft amendment to IECEx 01 Basic Rules to include IECEx Conformity 
Mark Committee
· ExMC/403/CD General Comments from Germany regarding OD003/ 
Version 1 Assessment Procedures for IECEx acceptance of Candidate 
Accepted Certification Bodies (ExCBs) and Ex Testing Laboratories 
(ExTLs) 

· Professional Indemnity Insurance
· Links to manufacturer’s sites
· A Guide to Applicants – For manufacturers seeking IECEx Certification
· The subject of the copying/piracy of products – members were referred to ExMC(Denver/DE)02 Proposal of the German Delegation to establish a working group which should deal with the matter of product piracy

· In the discussion it was made clear by the representatives of GB 

and FR that it is already common practice within their certification 

bodies to require a written declaration undersigned by every 


applicant in which he declares that with the applied product there 

are no violations of the rights of a third party. This implies the 

statement that there is no unauthorised copying of products. If this 

declaration is violated there can be sanctions up to the withdrawal 

of the certificate.

· In noting the value to have WG1 meet immediately prior to the 

ExMC meeting, it was agreed that this is an issue that can be 

reviewed at each ExMC WG 01 meeting.
· Given the seriousness of this issue, it was further agreed that this 

matter also be raised within the CAB, to ensure a common 


approach across all Schemes.
He once again referred members to the various outcomes/recommendations of the meeting contained in ExMC(Denver/WG1+WG5)06 Report from WG1+WG5 Meetings Denver 23rd September 2007.
After some consideration members approved all WG1’s recommendations contained in the report. 
The members also agreed that there was considerable value in having the WG1 meeting ahead of the ExMC meeting as it was of considerable assistance in meeting preparations on matters affecting the rules.
11.5 IECEx WG5 Management of Quality System Assessments

The meeting received a report from WG5. The report began by advising members that the main purpose of the WG5 meeting had been to note the publication of OD 025. An additional task was to finalise WG5 Documents, QAR-01, QAR-02, QAR-03 and OD 027 and also to remove the auditor qualification requirements from OD 025. After much discussion a number of recommendations were prepared for forwarding to the ExMC. These again were contained in ExMC(Denver/WG1+WG5)06 Report from WG1+WG5 Meetings Denver 23rd September 2007 being a combined report of WG1/WG5.
After some consideration the members approved WG5’s recommendations 1 to 3 contained in the report.

The Chairman thanked the convenors for their comprehensive reports.

12
IECEx MARK

12.1 and 12.2 Report from the Convenor of WG 7 + Operational Aspects

        of new Conformity Mark Committee
The members noted the following documents


Documents noted
· IECEx 04 – IECEx Conformity Mark Regulations (pending approval from CAB and Council Board)

· OD 022/Version 1 – Procedures for the granting of the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· OD 023/Version 1– Terms and Conditions concerning the IECEx Conformity Mark

Documents considered

· ExMC/392/CD – Discussion Paper IECEx Mark Fee Policy
· Letter from US confirming Mr Tim Duffy’s nomination as 
Chairman

The Chairman opened this agenda item by explaining that as the Mark had now been accepted by CAB, WG 7 was no longer required and would be disbanded pending agreement by the members. 

As there were no objections to the disbanding of WG7 from the members he advised that, in line with decisions made in Shanghai, a formal committee was to be formed, although this would be subject to approval, by CAB, of an amendment to the rules, IECEx 01. The committee would manage all ongoing aspects of the Mark and would be known as the IECEx Conformity Mark Committee, ExMarkCo. He advised the members that the Secretariat had received a letter from the USNC/IECEx nominating Mr Timothy Duffy, the current convenor of WG7, to the role of convenor of the new committee. The Chairman asked the members to give the nomination consideration.  

CA and AU supported the nomination received from the US. 

After a brief discussion the meeting agreed to the appointment of Mr Duffy pending approval by the CAB of the amendment to IECEx 01.

The Chairman congratulated Mr Duffy on the acceptance of his nomination and thanked him for all the work that he had previously carried out in his role as the convenor of WG7. He commented that he looked forward to Mr Duffy’s continued enthusiasm in his new role.

He then asked Mr Duffy to report.
Mr Duffy commenced his report by first thanking the Chairman and the members for their support and confidence in his appointment. He continued by saying how pleasing it has been to see the Mark reaching fruition and acknowledged approval by the CAB of both the system and IECEx 04 - IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System.
Mr Duffy then gave a PowerPoint presentation giving a detailed background on the development of the Mark. The presentation being available on the IECEx web site at- 

ExMC(Denver/WG07)08
Report from ExMC WG07- Mark of Conformity Convenor Mr Tim Duffy

Mr Duffy then opened up discussion on document ExMC/392/CD Draft Fee Policy for the IECEx Conformity Mark – Principles which contains the following 4 proposals -
· Flat fee irrespective of production
· Fee based on number of Certificates
· Fee based on types of products covered in CoC
· Certificate of Conformity fee covers Ex Mark (250 CHF)
Mr Duffy suggested that the members might also like to consider an additional option, that no fee be applied as an interim measure.
There was considerable discussion on the proposals with the members questioning who would be accruing the fees, noting that the area of Marks is new ground for both IEC and the Scheme and that there would be administrative costs to be covered.

 AU asked that the committee look at developing a strategy relating to the possible misuse of the Mark, with the Secretary confirming that IECEx 04 Regulations deals with misuse and that OD 023 sets out standardised terms and conditions.  He further commented that the ExMarkCo would also be a valuable resource for the IEC in such matters. 

After further discussion Mr Duffy proposed that the issue of the fees be delayed and that, initially at least, no fees should apply for 2008. 

The US agreed with Mr Duffy.

The members then agreed that fees associated with the use of the Mark be deferred until 2009 thereby allowing time to better gauge the costs associated with the Mark Licensing System. The new IECEx Conformity Mark Committee, Ex MarkCo, has been requested to develop a final proposed fee structure for consideration by the ExMC.
The Secretary then proposed, and the members agreed, that as the work of the committee develops further the ExMC handle, via correspondence, items that require voting. 

AU requested that consideration also be given to the use of the Mark in the Certified Services Facilities Scheme. It was agreed that this suggestion be referred to the Marks committee.
The Chairman again thanked Mr Duffy and the WG7 members for all their work.

13
ExTAG Matters

13.1
Report from ExTAG Denver Meeting
The Chairman invited Mr McManama, Chairman of ExTAG to report on the outcomes from both the ExTAG Training Workshop and the ExTAG Meeting

The ExTAG Chairman, Mr McManama, provided the meeting with a detailed report of the ExTAG Denver Meeting, 2007, as well as the ExTAG Training Workshop, held 24th September 2007. 
Mr McManama referred members to ExTAG(Denver/Secretariat)07A Report from ExTAG Chairman on Denver Meeting, available on the IECEx web site, saying that the document is a record of ExTAG decisions taken during the meeting .
Mr McManama thanked the ExTAG Secretary, Mr Michel Brenon for his assistance as well as the IECEx Secretariat and the various delegates for a most successful ExTAG Training Workshop and ExTAG Technical Meeting. 

Mr McManama outlined the various topics covered during the Training Workshop highlighting the value of these workshops the aim of which is to ensure a common approach to Ex Testing and Certification.

As a result of discussions held during the training workshop it was decided that the following topics be forwarded to the ExMC for consideration -
· the needs of industry  for certification of products  not adequately covered by existing Standards,  e.g. Ex ‘s’, be met

· the needs of the manufacturers regarding a signature on a certificate be considered 

· the opportunity for observers to gain more information on IECEx 03 Certified Service Facilities Program be made available. The meeting noted  Mr Theo Pijpker’s kind agreement  with the request to allow his presentation to posted to the IECEx  web site

· That CoC printing issues relating to format and paper sizes be given consideration. 

Mr McManama then outlined the various technical and procedural matters discussed during the ExTAG Technical meeting, noting that for portion of the agenda Observers were welcomed. 

Mr McManama detailed the various recommendations, which had arisen from the ExTAG discussions, for forwarding to the ExMC, as follows:-  

1.
the ExTAG reached the decision that in the case of ExTRs and CoCs, any discussion or disagreement with the content of a QAR should first be conducted between the issuing and the receiving bodies before any discussion is held with the manufacturer.  For ExMC to concur
2.
the ExTAG  meeting discussed the proposal that  ExTLs who have not attended/participated at a meeting for two years or more be subject to a regular assessment; as it would seem to be difficult for ExTLs not attending the meetings on a regular basis, to be fully aware of changes to the rules and operational documents. The meeting agreed that this topic be forwarded to the ExMC for guidance.

3.
ExTAG propose that the Draft Operational Document:  Guidance for “Good working practices for IECEx Working Groups” become an Operational Document within the Scheme on the proviso that revised editions cover other than Working Groups. This recommendation will be forwarded to the ExMC.
The Chairman thanked Mr McManama for his report noting the work carried out by ExTAG.
The meeting then considered each of the ExTAG proposals and agreed with 1 and 3 noting that item 2 could be referred for consideration at the next IECEx Officers meeting.

13.2
Appointment of ExTAG Chairman
The Chairman opened discussion on the ExTAG recommendation for the re-appointment of Mr McManama as ExTAG Chairman for a second term, saying that he was very happy to receive this nomination. He commented that Mr Mcmanama had proved to be both an excellent Chairman of the ExTAG as well an excellent Officer of the scheme. The Chairman further acknowledged the excellent support of Mr McManama’s organisation, UL, which he said is essential. He then asked that members consider the nomination.

The members unanimously agreed for the re-appointment of Mr McManama asking that the CAB is informed of this decision.  
Mr McManama expressed his appreciation for the confidence in him shown by the members.
14
REPORT FROM IEC TC 31

The Chairman invited Mr Jim Munro, IEC TC 31 Chairman, to report on TC 31 activities and work since the last ExMC meeting.

Mr Munro reported that the last plenary meeting of TC 31 was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on 24-25 October 2006 with 60 delegates from 18 countries attending the meeting.  One major outcome of this meeting was the decision to disband of SC31H on dusts, on which Ralph Wigg was Chairman and Kerry McManama was Secretary, and the creation of a WG to cover dusts.
Mr Munro advised that a meeting of the TC 31 Chairman’s Advisory Group was held in Adelaide, Australia, on 8-9 March 2007.  Meetings of MTs and WGs continue on a regular basis.

Some current projects:

· Combining gas and dust standards

· Revision and combination of 60079-12, -20 & -1.1 on data for Ex

· Introduction of Equipment Protection Levels (EPLs)

· Bringing all standards into 60079 series

· Electrostatics – working group expanded

· Introduction of SC 31M
Standards issued in last 12 months, 

· 60079-1 Ed 6 Flameproof “d”

· 60079-2 Ed 5 Pressurization “p”

· 60079-5 Ed 3 Powder filing “q”

· 60079-6 Ed 3 Oil immersion “o”

· 60079-14 Ed 4 Electrical Installations design, selection and erection 
· 60079-17 Ed 4 Installation, inspection & maintenance

· 60079-19 Ed 2 Equipment repair, overhaul & reclamation
· 60079-29-1 Ed 1 Gas detectors – performance for flammable gases (was IEC 61779-1, -2, -3, -4, -5)

· 60079-29-2 Ed 1 Gas detectors -  selection, installation, use & maintenance (was IEC 61779-6)

· 60079-30-1 Ed 1 Electrical resistance trace heating – general & test requirements (was IEC 62086-1)

· 60079-30-2 Ed 1 Electrical resistance trace heating – guide for design, installation & maintenance (was IEC 62086-2)

Standards nearing completion:

· 60079-0 Ed 5 General requirements

· 60079-18 Ed 3 Ex m

· 60079-31 Ed 1 “tD” (currently 61241-1)

· 60079-10-1 Classification – explosive gases (was 60079-10)

Co-operation with ISO led to creation of SC 31M – Non-electrical equipment and protective systems

Secretary: Thomas von Hoegen of DIN

Chairman: Dr Heino Bothe of PTB
Formally established with call for members ending 31 August 2007

First plenary meeting scheduled for Malaysia 
15
IECEx INTERNET BASED “ON-LINE” CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY SYSTEM

The meeting received a live demonstration of the IECEx Internet Website with the Secretary informing members that this site serves the following roles:

· an information tool to industry with up-to-date lists of IECEx Certification Bodies, ExCBs and their contact details and scope of acceptance

· a communication tool for members of the IECEx Scheme including committee documents etc.,
· a centralised system for the creation of IECEx On-Line Certificates of Conformity.

The Secretary further outlined the upgrades and enhancements of the On-Line CoC system including additional search capabilities.

The Secretary then advised members of various additional features and improvements currently under development by the IEC IT Department, including consistency of manufacturer’s name, printing etc., 

16
IECEx BULLETIN

The Chairman informed the meeting that the Secretariat will be following-up with the member bodies to ensure that all national differences to the IEC standards are included in the next revision. 
17
PROMOTION OF THE SCHEME


17.1 
Recent presentations
Item noted:

· ExMC/374/Inf - PCIC EU Presentation “IECEx – IECEx 2007 Update of New Initiatives and  Compliance Tools for the Oil and Gas Industry”
The Chairman and the Secretary both gave an update on participation by IECEx in the following events sine the last ExMC Meeting held in Shanghai, such as:


a)  HazardEx Conference, Feb 2007, UK

b) Presentation by IECEx Chairman at UN ECE meeting, Geneva Mar 2007

c) Presentation to ICSCA Meeting in Munich

d) Presentation of Formal Paper by Chairman and Secretary at PCIC EU, Paris, June 2007


e)  Presentations will also be given in Norway and Malaysia post Denver

The Secretary commented that he has been very pleased with the response to IECEx’s participation at these various events. He commented that what has been particularly pleasing is the considerable interest shown by industry.  

Mr Thore Andersen from NO suggested that it would be in the scheme’s interest for contact to be made with the International Maritime Organisation (IMO).  The scheme considered the suggestion and agreed that Mr. Andersen and the secretary should explore this further and then report back to the ExMC.
17.2  and 17.4  UN ECE Project  + Report from WG 8 to receive a report 
from the WG8 Convener Dr U. Klausmeyer, concerning work on 
Regulatory recognition of IECEx.  
The Chairman introduced this topic by advising members that the next meeting of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, UNECE, relevant to the scheme’s interest, would be held in Geneva on 5th and 6th November.  He advised members that a ‘Break-out session on Equipment for Explosive Environments jointly organized with Germany’ would be held. He continued that it is important for the IECEx to be involved in this type of dialogue saying that it is particularly relevant for him in his role as Convenor of WG8.

The Chairman informed the members that an invitation to attend the UNECE meeting is open to everyone. He advised members that the Secretary would also be attending on behalf of the scheme having been asked to give a presentation on the Scheme.

JP asked if it was possible for an IECEx representative to visit Japan to present to Japanese industry the outcomes and purpose of the meetings.  The Chairman, advised members that such requests are important and proposed, with the members agreeing, that he work with the Secretary to arrange such a visit.

The members endorsed this promotional work especially the UNECE WP6 activities.  

The Secretary further commented that he appreciated the support and work of the Officers in participating in such promotional events, noting the recent example of the Treasurer attending a UN Trade facilitation meeting as an Officer of the Scheme, in Geneva.
17.3
Action to raise profile of the IECEx Scheme 

The Chairman opened this agenda item by saying that both he, along with the Secretary and Officers, will continue to be involved in the marketing of the scheme whenever the opportunity arises.  He reminded the members once again, that should they be invited to present on behalf of the scheme or require speakers, they should contact the Secretariat for assistance, noting that promotion at the Scheme level should be coordinated through the Secretariat. 

AU said that they will undertake to raise the profile of the scheme in the Asia Pacific area. 

Mr Andersen, NO, informed the members that NEK would be hosting an IECEx Symposium in Norway on 17th of October 2007. He said NEK was very pleased that the Secretary had agreed to be a guest speaker. 

17.5
Links to Manufacturer’s web sites

The Chairman opened this agenda item by reminding the members of previous discussions and referred members to Recommendation 6 Links to manufacturer’s sites contained in ExMC(Denver/WG1+WG5)06 
The members agreed with this recommendation, being, that under strict conditions a link may be made to a manufacturer’s web site on the provision that the manufacturer is an IECEx Certificate holder.
The US suggested the possibility of back links from the manufacturer to the certificate.
18 ExNB GROUP REPORT 
The Chairman asked Mr Ron Sinclair, BASEEFA, to report.  

Mr. Sinclair clarified the meaning of a ‘Notified Body’ explaining that many European Directives require products to be independently certified, this must be done by a Notified Body. He explained that a Notified Body is an organisation that has been nominated by a Member Government and has been notified by the European Commission. He continued by saying the primary differences between IECEx and ATEX is that ATEX is a mandatory legal device relying on many different forms of Conformity Assessment whereas IECEx is a true Type 5 Certification Scheme. 

Mr Sinclair noted that there are parallels between an ExNB and ExTAG in that they are both responsible for technical input. He also pointed out that a major difference between the ExNB and IECEx is that IECEx operates a full Technical Secretariat whereas ExNB does not.

Mr Sinclair referred the members to ExTAG(Denver/BASEEFA)03 (Green Paper) from the recent Denver ExTAG Meeting. He reminded members that as there had been insufficient time for detailed discussion during the meeting it was agreed that the document be circulated, by the Secretariat, for comment. He said that he would very much appreciate member’s comments before he attended the next Notified Body meeting which would be late November.

The Chairman thanked Mr Sinclair for his report. He then asked the ExTAG members present to comment on the document, as requested by Mr Sinclair, once it was circulated.

19
FINANCE 

19.1
2006 Accounts   


Document considered


· ExMC/361/Inf – 2006 Audited accounts
The meeting received a report from the IECEx Treasurer, Mr Berger, on the 2006 Accounts.

The meeting noted and approved the accounts and thanked Mr Berger, as IECEx Treasurer, for all his work noting the excellent result.

19.2
Proposed 2008 Budget 


Document considered  


· ExMC/389/CD – Draft 2008 Budget
The members then considered the draft 2008 Budget reflected in ExMC/389/CD
In consideration of the draft 2008 budget, the meeting noted that with the growth and expansion of the Scheme an increase in demands on the Scheme and Secretariat’s resources must follow.  During discussion members noted that the proposed increase in resources costs was to be off set by the increased income received from the Certificate fees, as well as from application fess. The members were also advised that a dedicated amount would be set aside to build the general reserve.

DE questioned the extra costs for personnel/resources. The Secretary explained that given the Scheme’s growth and expansion, e.g. Certified Service Facilities, the new IECEx Conformity Mark License system etc., it has become necessary to convert the part time technical support position to full time. DE and Members appreciated this explanation.

The Secretary suggested that, to assist the member’s consideration of Scheme finances, he work with the Treasurer to develop a 3 year rolling projected budget plan. This plan could then be adjusted annually as the finances are considered. 
In noting the decision to apply the fee for Certified Service Facilities, the meeting agreed to take account of an earlier agreement to introduce fees for the Service Facility Program, and to include an estimated amount of CHF10’000 CHF. The members agreed that these funds be added to the ‘expenditure item’ to increase the contribution to the scheme’s reserves.
There was further discussion with SE proposing that the scheme should look more at ‘user pay’ moving further away from membership fees.  In general discussion the meeting noted that the Scheme’s decision to move towards a user pay system has enabled the annual fees to remain unchanged for 8 years, which, while providing a real term saving in annual fees, further moves towards greater reliance on user pay should be explored.  

The members noted the new proposed approval procedures for Scheme finances as announced by the CAB Chairman, Mr Gray, during his address. As a result of discussion the members raised the possibility of a more formal Business Plan being prepared for consideration during the next ExMC meeting to be held in France in 2008.

The meeting then further discussed the prospect of a Business Plan and unanimously agreed to the creation of an ExMC Working Group - IECEx Scheme Business Development, with membership as follows:

· Mr K McManama (US)  and WG Convener

· CA – Mr Nick Maalouf

· GB – (To be advised)

· SE – Mr Peter Bremer

· US – Mr Bill Fiske

· Conveners of all ExMC WGs

· ExMC Secretary

· IECEx Treasurer

The members approved the draft budget for forwarding to the CAB for approval with the inclusion of CHF 10,000 for Service Facilities certificate fees and the increased amount for contribution to the General Reserve.  The meeting also thanked Mr Berger for all his work.
19.3
IECEx Scheme Participation Fees 

Documents Noted/considered :

· OD 019 Version 3 – Current IECEx Participation Fees

· ExMC/346/DV – Voting document for the amendment to OD 019 Version 2

· ExMC/353/RV Result of votes and comments on ExMC/346/DV Draft Annex to OD019 Late Payment Fee Application Schedule Clause 5.2
· ExMC/395/Inf – Record of Correspondence between GB Member Body and IECEx Secretariat

The Chairman introduced this item noting advice from the Treasurer that in general, the attention of members to payment of invoices in the recent couple of years has been positive. He noted that prompt payment of invoices is important to enable work to proceed.  While in support of the Chairman’s comments members agreed to refer all documents to the officers for further consideration, taking into account the individual situations of various countries.

JP referred members to their comments which are contained in document ExMC/353/RV saying that JP is not against a late payment fee but rather against the procedure. He reminded members that the financial year in Japan commences on the 1st April and that this produces problems.  He continued that as the Japanese National Member Body’s funding is from the government they would not be allowed to pay any surcharge. He requested that the members support JP.
RU also expressed concern over the introduction of the late payment surcharge.

The meeting made the decision to withdraw the documents.

The Chairman advised the members that these documents will be given consideration during their next meeting, to be held in Geneva, in November next.
19.4
IECEx Finance Approval Process 

Document Considered  


· ExMC/391/CD – Revised Approval Process for IECEx Accounts and Budget
The Chairman asked the members to consider different options proposed given that IECEx is now required to review its timing for the approval of accounts and budget to meet the new timeframe.  Members are asked to consider the proposed process as outlined in ExMC/391/CD.
AU proposed that the meeting should be moved to earlier in the year.

Both the US and GB commented that they would like to see a forecast.

After discussion members agreed to accept the procedure outlined in ExMC/391/CD. This was on the basis of the earlier decision, relating to the preparation of forecast, ready for discussion at 2008 meeting in France.
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REVIEW OF CURRENT ExMC WORKING GROUPS (WGs)

WG1 - Revision of Scheme Rules New IECEx 02, Convener = 
 Secretary 
WG2 – Development of Technical Guidance Docs. Convener = 
   Mr Phil Carpenter 
WG4 – Assessor Working Group, Convener = Mr Jim Munro

WG5-   Management Quality System Requirements, Convener 
   = Mr Jeff Olson

WG6-
The ExMC agreed to combine ExMC WG4 and ExMC WG6. ExMC WG06 has therefore been disbanded. 
WG7- Introduction of IECEx Mark, Convener = Mr Tim Duffy
WG8-
 Regulatory Recognition, Convener = IECEx Chairman

WG9-
 Ex Proficiency Testing, Convener = IECEx Chairman

WG10 -Certification of Repair Facilities, Convener = Secretary


WG11 - Certificates of Conformity issued to distributors, Convener  

 Mr Ron Sinclair


WG12 – Ex Competencies, Convener = Mr Ralph Wigg

The Chairman introduced this topic by commenting that as a number of reports had already been received from a number of WG Convenors, the WGs for discussion were 9 and 11, with further comments on WG 7 and WG 12.

WG7 - Introduction of IECEx Mark

As a result of earlier discussion and the decision to form IECEx Conformity Mark Committee the members agreed that ExMC WG7 can now be disbanded. The Chairman noted the excellent work carried out by the group which had enabled the progression of the IECEx Mark to where it is today.

WG9 - Ex Proficiency Testing

The Chairman, in his role as convenor of WG 9, reported to the meeting. He commenced by saying that this work has primarily been carried out by correspondence. He informed members that at PTB there are staff members who deal only with ‘proficiency testing’. He then showed members a display of photographs of equipment designed by PTB to help overcome inconsistencies. The photos also showed samples of the work being carried out. 

The meeting noted that there are now various bodies involved in conducting ‘proficiency testing’. The question was then asked as to how many ExCBs and ExTLs are at present doing this work in accordance with ISO/IEC 17025. The Chairman suggested that if there are other bodies working in this area they should all combine their activities. Mr Munro informed the members of his experience, as a NATA assessor, in AU. He said that enclosures had been used at both TestSafe and SIMTARS with good results. He said that he fully supported the work being done and what is trying to be achieved. 

RU proposed that this WG should be moved to ExTAG as it is not really a management issue. The members agreed and the WG will now become an ExTAG WG with Dr Klausmeyer still retaining his role as Convenor.
WG11 - Certificates of Conformity issued to distributors, Convener
Mr Ron Sinclair, as Convenor of this WG, reported that with the publication of the new edition of IECEx 02 and in referencing Clause 9.8, the work of the WG has now been concluded. Mr. Sinclair sought the thoughts of the members as to whether or not the WG should be disbanded. After some discussion the members made the decision that the WG should remain current until discussion at the next meeting. 
WG12 – Ex Competencies, Convener
Mr Wigg, Convenor of WG12, requested clarification from the members as to their intent in relation to WG12. He asked whether or not the work relating to the Ex Competencies Scheme is to move forward?

The members reconfirmed their earlier decision to move forward but for the WG to prepare a business plan. The members acknowledged and thanked the WG for all the work carried out-to-date noting the interest and support shown by industry, especially the calls for introduction of the program by the Oil and Gas industries.
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OTHER BUSINESS

Mr Thore Andersen suggested that it would be a very good strategy to market the scheme to the IMO and to encourage the use of IEC Standards. He remarked that there are a considerable number of hazardous areas around ships.  The members supported the suggestion and agreed for Mr Andersen and the Secretary to explore this further.
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REPORT TO CAB

The meeting noted that the Chairman and Secretary are to attend the upcoming CAB meeting to report on the Scheme’s behalf.  Main items for reporting to CAB include:

· Request for Approval of the 2006 Accounts and 2008 Draft Budget

· Request for approval of the Amendment to IECEx 01, to introduce the new ExMarkCo 

· Report on the successful events of Denver IECEx 2007, including the large representation by industry

· On-going work of WG12 concerning Personnel Certification for Ex Competencies
· IECEx promotional activities, including the upcoming UNECE meeting in Geneva and the IECEx Industry Seminar in Malaysia as part of the IEC TC 31 series of meetings and the upcoming NO IECEx industry seminar

· To raise with CAB the issue of Product Piracy
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NEXT MEETING
The members accepted with sincere appreciation the kind invitation, from Mr. Michel Brenon and the French National committee, to host the 2008 IECEx meetings in France. The dates for these meetings are scheduled for 29th September to 3rd October 2008.
The meeting accepted the AU offer to host the 2009 Meetings.

The Chairman asked members to consider plans for future hosting of IECEx meetings.
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CLOSE OF MEETING
The Chairman extended his appreciation to the Delegations for their active participation during the meeting. He then extended a very special note of thanks to the Hosts, Sponsors and Organisers of this 2007 series of IECEx meetings, USNC/IECEx for the excellent host facilities the sponsors Baldor, Joy Mining Machinery, Vantage Technology, FM Approvals, Intertek, NEMA, Siemens and Underwriters Laboratories for their support of the meetings.

On behalf of the Delegates and all attendees, the Secretary extended a special note of thanks to Dr Klausmeyer for his excellent Chairmanship of the proceedings.

The meeting was declared closed at 1300.

	Action

No.
	Mins

Item
	Action
	By Whom
	Completion Date

	1
	4.2.1
	Comments from DE

Consideration of an Advisory Board following on from the ExMC Shanghai Meeting.

	IECEx Officers
	Officer’s Meeting Geneva November.



	2
	4.2.2
	The following guides to be completed and posted to the IECEx web site 
· Guide to Applicant – IECEx Equipment Program

· Guide to Applicants – Certified Service Facilities Program

· Comparison Guide between IECEx and ATEX


	IECEx Secretariat 
	Following the meeting

	3
	4.3
	CA to nominate a member to the WG 12 - Competencies

	CA National Member Body 
	Following the meeting

	4
	7.5.1
	Applications Processed for extension of scope since Shanghai 2006

The declaration document ExMC/251A /Inf ExCB/ExTL Capability Declaration for Extension of Scope to be revised to take into account National differences.


	IECEx Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	5
	8.1 and 8.2
	Status on surveillance of accepted ExCBs and ExTLs  and  IECEx 5 year Re-Assessment
Concerns of the members, relating to Accreditation Certificates, to be taken to the next ILAC and IAF meetings. 

In particular

· the lack of details of scope on a certificate
·  the availability of details concerning the currency and status of certificates 


	IECEx Secretary
	Next IAF and ILAC

	6
	8.3 
8.3

cont’d

	WG2 Development of Technical Guidance Documents

WG2 in consultation with the IECEx Secretary to authorise and issue all available draft TGDs for use as provisional TGDs. Draft TGDs to be circulated for comment at the same time.


	WG2 and IECEx Secretariat 
	Following the meeting

	7
	
	WG2 Development of Technical Guidance Documents

A TGD is to be prepared to cover IEC 60079-19 for use in the Ex Certified Service Facilities Program.
Experts to be nominated to the sub-group 
GB as Convenor, 
NO, CN,US, DE and AU to nominate

	GB, NO, CN,US and AU to nominate 
	31st October 2007

	8
	9.1
	Publication of IECEx 02 and IECEx 03
FR to prepare, with the assistance of the IECEx Secretariat and ExTAG, the wording relating to ‘Unit Verification’ for inclusion in the next edition of the rules IECEx 02. 
	FR, ExTAG and the IECEx Secretariat
	Prior to the next meeting

	9
	9.2 
	Revision of Basic Rules

Amendment to the Basic Rules to provide for the formal establishment of the new IECEx Conformity Mark Committee as contained  ExMC/360A/CD to be forwarded to CAB for approval

	The Chairman and Secretary
	October CAB Meeting 



	10
	10.3
	Updated Operational Documents concerning inclusion of Service Facilities

Draft OD 13, OD 14 to be published and posted to the IECEx web site.
Draft OD 15 to be revised to take account of Annex relating to Over Pressure Test.

	The IECEx Secretariat 
	Following the meeting

	11
	10.4 
	Fee Policy for the IECEx Certified Service Facilities Program, IECEx 03
Fee starting date of 1st January 2008 


	IECEx Secretariat
	Jan 2008

	12
	10.4
	WG10 to remain active to prepare a report for presenting at the next meeting, France 2008, re the fees, status, ongoing activities and feedback of the Certified Service Facilities Program


	WG10
	Prior to the next meeting

	13
	11.2
	WG 4 IECEx Assessor Working Group
RU - Dr Alexander Zalogin to be added to WG4
DE to nominate an applicant assessor to WG4
All members to consider nominating applicant assessors

	IECEx Secretariat 

DE National Member 
All member ExCBs/ExTLs
	Following the meeting

	14
	11.3
	WG12 – Competencies 

WG12 to continue its work and also develop a business plan covering -

•
cost 

•
resources

•
Industry need and demand 
to be submitted to the ExMC for approval prior to being forwarded to the CAB 
	WG12
	Prior to the next ExMC Meeting

	15
	11.4
	Report from WG1 Review of Scheme Rules
 “product piracy” detailed in ExMC(Denver/Germany)02  to be forwarded to the CAB for consideration among all schemes.
	The Chairman and Secretary
	October CAB Meeting 



	16
	11.5
	Report from WG5 Management of Quality System

The following 3 recommendations ExMC(Denver/Germany)02 from WG5 to be completed-
Rec 1
a.)     To issue QAR-01 and QAR-02 audit forms.

b.)
To create a separate NCR form as QAR-03.

c.)
To make the QAR-01 and QAR-02 Mandatory

d.)
To agree that the auditee is not required to sign the audit report but must sign any NCR’s issued during the assessment.

e.)
To revise OD 25 to address these recommendations listed above.

2. The consideration of a future OD 27 as a checklist guide for auditors following editorial changes.  An updated version to be circulated to ExMC for consideration.
3. a.)
Separate the auditor qualifications out of the existing OD 25 document and introduce it as a new document.

b.)
To work with WG10 and WG12 to determine if an expansion to OD 25 or a new OD to cover quality requirements the IECEx 03 is required

	WG5
	Following the meeting

	17
	12


	WG 7 IECEx Mark
WG 7 to be converted to a consultative committee, IECEx Conformity Mark Committee, ExMarkCo. 

	The IECEx Secretariat 
	Following the meeting

	18
	
	The nomination of Mr Timothy Duffy as Chairman of the new consultative committee IECEx Conformity Mark Committee, ExMarkCo to be forwarded to the CAB for information. 
	The Chairman and Secretary
	October CAB Meeting 



	19
	
	ExMarkCo to develop a final proposed fee structure for consideration by ExMC

	IECEx MarkCo
	Prior to the next ExMC Meeting



	20
	
	ExMarkCo to consider further the strategy relating to the possible misuse of the Mark, noting provisions of IECEx 04 and OD 022 and OD 023. 


	IECEx MarkCo
	Prior to the next ExMC Meeting

	21
	
	ExMarkCo to consider the use of the Mark in the Certified Services Facilities Scheme


	IECEx MarkCo
	Prior to the next ExMC Meeting

	22
	13.1
	Report from ExTAG Denver Meeting
Preparation of a policy for approval by the ExMC covering the proposal that ExCBs and ExTLs who have not attended/participated at an ExTAG meeting for two years or more be subject to a more regular assessment. 

	The IECEx Officers


	Officer’s Meeting Geneva November

	23
	
	An adhoc WG to be formed to prepare a revised edition of Guidance for “Good working practices for IECEx Working Groups” to cover other than Working Groups 
RU and GB to nominate members to participate
	Mr Evans Massey

RU and GB to nominate
	Following the meeting

	24
	13.2 
	Appointment of ExTAG Chairman
The re-appointment of Mr McManama to be forwarded to the CAB for their information.


	The Chairman and Secretary
	October CAB Meeting 



	25
	16
	IECEx Bulletin

The secretariat to follow-up with the member bodies to ensure that all national differences to the IEC standards are held by the secretariat


	The IECEx Secretariat

	Prior to the next ExMC Meeting

	26
	17.1
	The IECEx Secretary and Mr Thore Andersen to explore contact with IMO

	Thore Andersen and the IECEx Secretary
	Following the meeting

	27
	17.5


	Links to Manufacturers Web sites
WG 1 to develop and prepare a report covering links between the IECEx Website and Manufacturers websites for consideration by ExMC. 

	WG1
	Following the meeting

	28
	19.2
	Finance – 2008 Budget
A WG to be formed to consider IECEx Business Development for inclusin in an IECEx Scheme business plan for consideration during the France 2008 ExMC meeting. 
Members of the WG as follows

•
Mr K McManama (US)  and WG Convener

•
CA – Mr Nick Maalouf

•
GB – (To be advised)

•
SE – Mr Peter Bremer

•
US – Mr Bill Fiske

•
Conveners of all ExMC WGs

•
ExMC Secretary

•
IECEx Treasurer
	New WG

IECEx Secretariat
	Prior to the next ExMC Meeting

	29
	19.3 
	Finance – IECEx Scheme Participation Fees (OD 019)
The procedures for application of late payment fee in OD019 Version 3 to be withdrawn and forwarded for further consideration by the  IECEx Officers

	IECEx Officers
	Officer’s Meeting Geneva November

	30
	20 
	WG9 - Ex Proficiency Testing

WG 9 to become an ExTAG WG with Dr Klausmeyer to remain convenor

	IECEx Secretariat 
	Following meeting
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