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ExTAG decisions and recommendations


Proposal for a procedure to generate, discuss and finalise them.





Preamble


One of the tasks of the Group of Testing Laboratories (ExTL) and IECEx Certification Bodies (ExCB) of IECEx is to improve uniform application of the IEC Standards used in the IECEx Scheme for tests and verifications.





The recommendations for uniform application are collected as decision sheets (DS), which will be stored on the IECEx web server. These DS will not modify or "interpret" standards. 





If ExTAG comes to the opinion, that there might be mistakes or gaps in the standards, the question will be transferred to the relevant technical committees of IEC responsible for the standard.





If ExTAG comes to the conclusion that in equipment meeting the existing IEC standards still could remain explosion risks or ignition sources not covered by these standards, according to the rules of good safety engineering practice ExCBs have to deal with this problem. ExTAG may decide to agree on recommendation sheets (RS) that will express the common opinion of how individual ExCBs under their own responsibility could handle these problems.





Procedure for generating and processing DS or RC





First draft.


ACB, ExTL or IECEx officers may produce DS or RS. IECEx Secretariat, ExTAG Chairman and ExTAG Secretary shall edit the first draft in correspondence with the originator.�


Circulation of the first draft.


IECEx Secretariat to all ExCBs and ExTLs shall circulate the draft DS or RS as well as to chairpersons and secretaries of IEC committees responsible for the related standards.�The deadline for proposals for modification or objections shall be 8 weeks.�


Handling of draft DS or RS without objections or further proposals for modification.


The DS or RS are accepted and will be put on the IECEx website. New DS and RS shall be noted on the agenda of the next ExTAG meeting following their acceptance 





Application of accepted DS and RS.


All ExCBs and ExTLs when operating within the IECEx Scheme shall apply DS. As RS are dealing with subjects not covered by standards their application is left to the discretion of ExCBs.�


Handling of draft DS or RS with objections or further proposals for modification


Proposals for modification shall be handled as in step 1 and 2. Modifications where after two cycles no consensus can be reached or plain objections shall be put on the agenda of the next ExTAG meeting��Discussion of draft DS or RS in ExTAG shall aim to reach consensus  - ” The stage of a discussion, where nobody disagrees so much that he would make a case of it”  (ISO-Definition).





If ExTAG cannot solve the problem, the problem shall be put on the agenda of ExMC. Upon agreement in ExMC the IECEx secretariat may ask the relevant standardisation committees to deal with the problem.�


Maintenance of the collection of DS and RS


Every ExCB or ExTL may question existing DS or RS by proposing a new wording according to step 1.Five years after finalizing a DS or RS the IECEx Secretariat shall review the existing DS / RS if they still have to be retained of if they can be deleted because updated standards have solved the problem.















































