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INTRODUCTION
The ExTAG Training Workshop was held Monday 25th of September 2017 in Washington, USA, as part of the 2017 IECEx series of meetings, which took place at :  

Capital Hilton Hotel

1001 16th Street NW
Washington, DC 20036
USA

The ExTAG Training Workshop commenced at 09:00 and concluded at 12:30.
Julien Gauthier

ExTAG Secretary

	Address:

Level 33, Australia Square

264 George Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia
	Contact Details:

Tel: +61 2 46 28 4690

Fax: +61 2 46 27 5285

e-mail: info@iecex.com

http://www.iecex.com



Mr Paul Kelly on behalf of the US Member Body and National Committee extended a warm welcome to all participants, advised the emergency process and reminded delegates of the facilities arrangement.
Professor Xu, ExTAG Chairman, opened the Workshop at 09:00 a.m. welcoming everyone and reminded the participants that this training workshop was opened to all ExCBs, ExTLs and applicants along with members of ExMC and assessors. He then thanked the US national committee and sponsors for excellent facilities offered for these meetings.
Presentations given and notes of discussions on each topics are recoded below.
1) Mr. Mark Amos, Secretariat covering IECEx System Update
This presentation provided an update of current and new web based tools to assist in the creation and maintenance of IECEx On-Line Certificates of Conformity and reminders of key issues and included:
· IECEx Secretariat monitoring
· Remind of essential applicable documents for ExCBs
· Reminder of Features introduced previously 
· “Automating” Ex Component Certificates project 

· Tools, e.g. Decision Sheet Index, pdf validation, public search
During Mr Amos presentation the following points were noted:

· The secretariat monitors about 15% of certificates.
· Even if the results are satisfactory, it is noted worse results than past year and special attention is required from ExCBs.
· The Ex component certificates draft template are ready and would not be retro-active to existing issued certificates
2) Mr. Paul Kelly, UL (USA) covering new IEC TS 60079-46
The presentation provided guidance about the application of the new IEC TS 60079-46 dedicated to equipment assemblies and included:
· Overview of path to today

· IEC TS 60079-46 vs. DS 2015/001A: Key differences

· Transition from DS to TS

· Identifying an Equipment assembly
There was quite lengthy discussions about definition of assemblies and differences introduced by IEC TS 60079-46 compared to DS 2015/001A regarding requirement that both electrical and non-electrical part should be assessed together. 
The ExTAG Chairman reminded that this topic would also be covered during ExTAG meeting to be held the following day.
3) Mr. Ron Sinclair, MBE - SGS Baseefa (UK) covering ISO/IEC 80079-36 and ISO/IEC 80079-37
This presentation addressed test, assessment and certification of Non-Electrical Equipment according to ISO/IEC 80079 series. This presentation provided information about:

· Operational Document OD 280 and standards covered

· Ignition Hazard Assessment and the Project Plan
· ExTR, Certificate and instructions content

· Assemblies

· Scope limitations acc. to IEC 80079-36
This presentation was a good opportunity to remind requirements of OD 230 and IEC 80079-36 after about one year of operation. Especially some reminds about exclusion and containment were given.
4) Mr. Tim Krause, PTB (Germany) and Ms. Lisa Zater, PTB (Germany) covering Proficiency Testing Program
The presentation from Mr. Krause and Ms. Zater focused on Status and operation of the IECEx Proficiency Testing Program and associated outcome covering:

· Operation of PTP

· Status and participation to existing programs (past and current)

· The mandatory nature of the PTP
· Revision of OD 202
· Intrinsic safety program outcome

· ESD program outcome

From the presentation the following specific points were noted:

· The remind about mandatory participation to proficiency testing program

· For intrinsic safety program the results and discussions during workshop have shown large scope for interpretation of standard and best practice paper issuance was not possible 
· Outcome of the programs are useful on many levels including standardization and publication of Best Practice Papers
5) Mr. Jim Munore (AU) and Mr. Julien Gauthier, LCIE (FR), ExTAG Secretary covering omission of certain tests judged to be unnecessary and deviations
The presentation was intended to be a discussion forum dedicated to application of IEC 60079-0 Clause 26.1 applicable to the omission of certain tests judged to be unnecessary and includes: 

· How to determine whether tests may be judged as unnecessary 

· Required justification for reporting in ExTR
· Common examples : alternative requirement, guidance for exemption, Assessment of global range
· Use of software

· Special conditions of use - "X" on certificates
· Examples of deviations allowed by standards
· How “specific conditions of use” is applied 
· Example of use of “X” in certificates 

The discussions about omission of test for range assessment shown that guidance may be necessary. It was suggested by the Executive Secretary that ExTAG WG1 take this matter into account to provide further guidance.
Discussion about use of software shown that it is not really handled by the current rules and it was highlighted that precautions should be taken before any use of software. No proposal was made at this point.

Finally regarding the representation relative to “X” on certificates, it was proposed by the Executive Secretary, as a fist approach that the secretariat will monitor the use of “X” and would discuss the results with join working group TC31 / IECEx and then report back to the ExTAG.
The ExTAG Chairman, Professor Xu, thanked all presenters and participants and closed the meeting at 12:30.
Page 1 of 4

