
IECEx ExTAG Training 
25th September 2017

Mark Amos
IECEx Secretariat



An audit of 827 x ‘on-line’ IECEx Equipment CoCs selected at random as 
representing a ~15% sample of all those published in the second half of 2016 and 
2017 YTD and audited  showed
• IECEx Certified Equipment Certificates with zero issues = 763 
• IECEx Certified Equipment Certificates with one issue = 64 (= 7.7% of sample)

• IECEx Certified Equipment Certificates with multiple issues = 4  (= <1% of sample)

• IECEx Service Facility CoCs … 0 of 31 audited had an issue
• IECEx Personnel CoCs … 12 of 107 audited had an issue

Overall this a worse result than previous years so there is a need for improvement !
…..to assist improvement, TODAY = an opportunity for some feedback and 
information on:

 REMINDERS
 REVISIONS
 NEW TOOLS
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Secretariat Monitoring



Breakdown of major issues in IECEx Equipment Certificates audited:
• “Specific Conditions of Use” details NOT specified for “X” type 

Certificates 
• Equipment description is NOT clear and sufficiently detailed 
• Linked QAR is NOT current 
• Manufacturer on CoC does NOT match QAR details and/or QAR(s) 

does NOT cover all manufacturing locations listed on CoC
• Standards listed on CoC do NOT match Standards (including 

Edition #) on ExTR (main issue observed was CoC citing later 
Edition than ExTR) 

• “Schedule of Limitations” details NOT included in CoC for Ex 
Component certificates (“U” type) 

Ref = ExMC/1234/R as 2017 Report Card

Secretariat Monitoring



Other essential reading  for ExCBs

Document ExTAG/245/INF
IECEx On-Line Website Update: ExCBs-QARs out of date and ExCBs-CoCs with 
QARs out of date.

Document ExTAG/164/INF
Scheduling of Surveillance Assessments + Re-Assessments for the IECEx 02 
Certified Equipment Scheme.

Operational Document OD 009
IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme, Procedures for the Issuing of IECEx 
Certificates of Conformity, IECEx Test Reports and IECEx Quality Assessment 
Reports

Operational Document OD 011 (Series)
Guidance on Use of the IECEx Internet based “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity 
System 

Operational Document OD 033
Unit Verification Certificates
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IECEx Assistance

REMINDER

PLEASE assist us to help you and your clients by 
advising us of any changes to organisation name, 
address, accreditation status, key personnel 
(especially the main contact person for IECEx 
matters) etc etc BEFORE or ASAP AFTER the 
change

Refer IECEx 02, Clauses 11.1.2, 11.1.3 and 11.1.9
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Reminder of Features introduced previously

REMINDER: the need to manage Suspended Certificates …

ACTION ITEM from the 2013 meeting of the IECEx Executive:
“… the Secretariat to conduct an annual review of suspended Certificates, remind 
ExCBs with suspended certificates that a review with the manufacturer is needed 
within 1 month, and to ask the ExCB to show cause why the Certificate(s) should not 
be cancelled. A failure to respond within 1 month will lead to an automatic 
cancellation.” 

Current status = some ExCBs have publicly visible IECEx Certificates that 
have been SUSPENDED for over 7 years.

In the view of the Secretariat these should be investigated by the ExCB and 
EITHER up-issued after resolution of the reasons for suspension OR cancelled. 

The Secretariat can provide a report of these Certificates and assist with 
cancellations on request.
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REMINDER: following a request from ExCBs, the Secretariat 
arranged for two major features to be added to the IECEx 
On-line website to provide separate listings for the following:

 A ExCB’s Out of Date QARs
 A ExCB’s CoCs with Out of Date QARs 

Noting that 
 Each ExCBs are only able to view their own lists.
 Guidance is provided in Document ExTAG/245/INF
 The “Out of Date” status of a QAR (and the CoC it supports) is 

publicly visible
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Reminder of Features introduced previously



It is recognised that some QARs will never be updated. The reasons for 
this can include:

1. The linked CoC has been cancelled.

2. Another ExCB has taken over the surveillance of the 
manufacturer.

3. The ExCB has raised another QAR to supersede the 
original QAR.

In such cases ExCBs are requested to advise the IECEx Secretariat and if it can 
be shown that the QAR will never be updated and that all Current CoCs linked to 
the now out of date QAR have been updated and linked to a valid QAR, the 
Secretariat can remove the QAR from the ExCBs “QAR, out of date” list.
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Out of Date QARs



“User Friendliness” – NEW TOOLS

Ex Component Certificate creation automation
 presented to 2017 IEC TC 31 Meeting in Sydney
discussed and accepted by 2017 ExMC WG1 meeting
now a project for IEC IT …. 
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“Automating” Ex Component Certificates
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“Automating” Ex Component Certificates
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“Automating” Ex Component Certificates
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“Automating” Ex Component Certificates
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“Automating” Ex Component Certificates

14



IECEx Public Search Tool
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IECEx Public Search Tool

WHY
- Response to requests for ‘advanced search capability’ via 

multiple criteria (increasing use as “Buyers Guide”)
- Accommodate changes to and additions of web browsers
- Improved security of on-line Certificates and supporting 

documents
- Properly pagenated copies of Certificates with merged Annex as 

a single secured document (no need for Adobe Acrobat 
installation)

IMPACT on ExCB and ExTL Facilities and Tools
– NIL …. you still have access via login (refer emails and OD 011-2 

update) to original system
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IECEx Public Search Tool
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IECEx Public Search & PDFs
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MS Word & Excel documents = XML file format
“Web documents” = HTML file format
Therefore copying and pasting content (especially some custom 
graphics, icons and tables with special formatting) from MS Word or 
Excel (or some other software) into IECEx Certificates can cause 
problems when PDF versions are created…

Solutions:
1. IEC IT has expanded the character set to UTF 8
2. Please use Edit Tools in Certificate when in Edit mode
3. Use Notepad to ‘clean content’ before pasting
4. Please check and validate (or fix then validate) PDFs 



IECEx CoC Edit Tools
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IECEx PDF Validation Tool
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Decision Sheet Index
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 via link in ExTAG Decisions in Member’s Area of www.iecex.com



Decision Sheet Index
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Decision Sheet Index
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 Filter by Standards and Clauses of …
 Hyperlink to Decision Sheet



THANK YOU

The IECEx Secretariat wishes to thank all 
ExCBs for their prompt assistance and 

cooperation to date and their 
understanding of the value in 

maintaining an up to date On-Line 
Certificate System
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