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ExTAG Washington 2017 Meeting Report

1. Opening and Welcome 

The Chairman, Professor Xu Jianping, opened the 19th annual ExTAG meeting at 09.00 a.m. on Tuesday 26th September 2017 first thanking the host, US National Member Body and sponsors for the excellent work they have done to host these meetings. He welcomed all members and observers and especially those who attending the meeting for the first time. 
He then welcomed special guests, IEC Vice President and CAB Chairman, Dr Ulrich Spindler, Simon Barrowcliff and Marty Cole as member of the IEC Conformity Assessment Board (CAB), TC31 Chairman Mark Coppler and IECEx Executive members. He acknowledged the IECEx Executive secretariat team.

Professor Xu Jianping then invited Mr. Paul Kelly to speak to the members. Mr. Kelly welcomed attendance gave a brief overview of the meeting facilities and emergency processes.
2. Approval of the Agenda 

Document noted:

ExTAG/465A/DA Draft Agenda the Nineteenth Meeting of the ExTAG to be held in Washington D.C. (USA) 26th September, 2017
Professor Xu Jianping presented the agenda and reminded the Observers that they would not be able to attend the “Closed Session”.

The Chairman sought approval of the Draft Agenda and invited members for any comments. The Executive Secretary, Chris Agius, then explained that two green papers were published and available on the dedicated meeting webpage along with all meeting documents. These green papers replaced the documents mention under item 10.8.
The Chairman then asked for other comments and the following item was raised: discussions about editions of standard that may be used when protection concept has been transferred to another standard. This was questioned during the assessor training the day before the meeting.
Decision 2017/01

Members approved the Draft Agenda of the 19th ExTAG Meeting as circulated as ExTAG/465/DA with the following additions and changes to order:

· Agenda 10.8, Document now available as ExTAG Green Paper 03

· Agenda 10.8, Document now available as ExTAG Green Paper 04

· Discussion arising from Assessor Training Session regarding the rule for use of current edition or one prior for new Certificates with respect to IEC 60079-7 and IEC 60079-15

3. Report of the ExTAG Umhlanga Meeting 6th September 2016
3.1. Report of the last meeting held in Umhlanga, South Africa, 6th September 2016, and subsequent action items from the meeting.  



Document noted:

ExTAG/446/R Report of the Eighteenth Meeting of the ExTAG- Umhlanga, South Africa
The Report was noted. As there were no comments on the Report during the session, or received after circulation and prior to the meeting, the Chairman noted confirmation of the report and moved to the next item.

Decision 2017/02 

Members accepted the report from the last ExTAG Meeting held in Umhlanga, South Africa, 6th September 2016 as circulated as ExTAG/446/R

3.2. Report of the action items by the ExTAG Chairman on the ExTAG 2016 Umhlanga Meeting.
Document noted:

ExTAG/466/R Report on action items from the 2016 Umhlanga ExTAG meeting
The ExTAG Chairman provided a status report on the actions arising from Umhlanga 2016 Meeting. The Chairman explained that all actions were addressed: most of the actions were completed and that others were covered by items during this ExTAG meeting or the next ExMC meeting.

Details were requested about completion of item 24. After some discussions it was agreed to keep this action under surveillance by the Secretariat and forward to ExMC if necessary.

Decision 2017/03 

Members accepted the report from the ExTAG Chairman on the Action Items from the 2016 Umhlanga ExTAG Meeting as circulated as ExTAG/466/R. It was noted that further Action is required on Item 24 concerning non-attendance at ExTAG meetings and for text to be added to OD 003-2. The decision was taken that the Secretariat refer this item, once again, to ExMC WG 4.
3.3. Report on 2017 ExTAG Washington Training Workshop, held Monday 25th September 2017.

The Chairman invited the ExTAG Secretary to give a brief summary of the ExTAG Training Workshop, held on the previous day, highlighting the main points.

Mr. Julien Gauthier commenced by advising that all presentations were available on the dedicated meeting webpage. He then provided some details about the 5 presentations:

· Mr. Mark Amos, Secretariat covering IECEx System Update

This presentation provided an update of current and new web based tools to assist in the creation and maintenance of IECEx On-Line Certificates of Conformity and reminders of key issues.

· Mr. Paul Kelly, UL (USA) 

The presentation provided guidance about the application of the new IEC TS 60079-46 dedicated to equipment assemblies.

· Mr. Ron Sinclair, MBE - SGS Baseefa (UK) covering ISO 80079-36 and ISO 80079-37

This presentation addressed test, assessment and certification of Non-Electrical Equipment according to ISO/IEC 80079 series.

· Mr. Tim Krause, PTB (Germany) and Ms. Lisa Zater, PTB (Germany)

The presentation from Mr. Krause and Ms. Zater focused on Status and operation of the IECEx Proficiency Testing Program and associated outcome.

· Mr. Jim Munro (AU) and Mr. Julien Gauthier, LCIE (FR), ExTAG Secretary


The presentation was intended to be a discussion forum dedicated to application of IEC 60079-0 Clause 26.1 applicable to the omission of certain tests judged to be unnecessary

The Chairman reminded delegates that a summary of discussions held during the training workshop would also been available on the website published as a green paper. 

The Chairman asked for comment and no comment was raised.

Decision 2017/04 

Members accepted the summary report from the ExTAG Chairman and ExTAG Secretary on the main points from the 2016 ExTAG Training Workshop contained in ExTAG(Washington/Training)05 and noted that copies of the workshop presentations are available at Washington Presentations 

4. Nomination of ExTAG Chairman

Document noted/considered:


ExTAG/459/Inf – Term of Office –ExTAG Chair
The Chairman asked the Executive Secretary to present this item. Mr. Chris Agius explained that further to the call for nominations for the position of ExTAG Chairman, Members were requested to note that only one nomination was received, this being for the re-appointment of Professor Xu Jianping from China and that considerable support was received by the Secretariat.
Therefore, he asked to the members to ratify the nomination of Professor Xu for submitting to the ExMC for approval.

Chris Agius then thanked Professor Xu for the excellent work that he provided for ExTAG and IECEx system.

Decision 2017/05

The Meeting noted at time of closing of call for nominations circulated as ExTAG/459/Inf only one nomination was received, this being for the re-appointment of Professor Xu from China for a second three year term as provided by the IECEx 01 Basic Rules and agreed that he be recommended to ExMC for approval of his reappointment.
The IECEx membership acknowledges with thanks the contribution of Professor Xu in his first term.

5. IECEx Equipment Scheme - Overview

The Chairman invited the IECEx Secretary, Mr Chris Agius, to report on this agenda item. Mr Agius gave information relative to the IECEx System according to the report card ExMC/1159/R, as detailed below.
5.1. Membership

· Countries: 33 Countries

· ExCBs and ExTLs


56 ExCBs and 65 ExTLs in IECEx 02 Equipment Scheme

16 ExCBs in IECEx 04 Conformity Mark Scheme

14 ExCBs in IECEx 03 Service Facility Scheme

10 ExCBs in IECEx 05 Personnel Certification Scheme

· Applicants

4 ExCBs and 4 ExTLs for IECEx 02 

3 ExCBs for IECEx 03 

0 ExCBs for IECEx 04

7 ExCBs for IECEx 05 

5.2. Statistics

At 30th June 2017 there were over 65,000 Certificates and Reports on the system. He advised that a further report is to be presented during the ExMC meeting (under document reference ExMC/1234/R).
5.3. IECEx Website and related

· General

· On-Line Certificate System

The Executive secretary reminded the meeting about the new website under construction and thanked members for their comments and feedback.
He explained that the transfer from current system to the new system should be performed after the Vladivostok series of meetings.

Decision 2017/06

Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretariat on an overview of the IECEx System’s activities since the last meeting in 2016 as detailed in the 2017 IECEx Report Card (as circulated to ExMC Members as ExMC/1234/R).The secretary advised that this will be covered in more detail during the ExMC Meeting.

6. Technical Items for general discussion within ExTAG

The chairman explained that the purpose of this agenda item was to discuss technical items arising from feedback since the previous ExTAG meeting with the aim of ensuring a consistent approach by all ExCBs and ExTLs.

6.1. Use of ISO/IEC 80079-38
It was reminded that during the last meeting it was agreed to delay use for certification purpose until publication of edition 2 of the document. Comments were raised that an industry need is identified and that some ExCBs have already asked for scope extensions. It was also noted comments regarding schedule TC31 working group meeting in Vladivostok and expected addition in the next edition to allow the use for certification process. The TC31 Chairman, Mr. Coppler agreed to investigate this matter.
Decision 2017/07

Members noted an update on the previous Decision 2016/20 (refer to ExTAG/446/R) and following discussions it was agreed that we delay the use of ISO/IEC 80079-38 in the IECEx 02 Equipment Scheme for certification purposes until Edition 2 is published (noting the demand from a number of ExCBs for inclusion in their scope of acceptance and the comments from Mr Munro, Mr Coppler and Mr Teather). The decision was taken to await report from Mr. Coppler who agreed to consult further with IEC TC31 (SC31M).
6.2. Use of new IEC Standard IEC 62784
Document considered:


ExMC/1290/CD – Discussion Paper - Consideration of new Standard IEC 62784 
Vacuum cleaners and dust extractors providing equipment protection level Dc for the 
collection of combustible dusts - Particular requirements
Members considered the Discussion Paper circulated as ExMC/1290/CD and comments from Mr Coppler, TC31 Chairman, on more recent discussions of amendment to IEC 62784, including its future maintenance. After discussion, it was agreed that an amendment to the new standard IEC 62784 could resolve the concerns raised and to not use this standard within IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme until publication of the amendment.
Decision 2017/08

Members considered the Discussion Paper circulated as ExMC/1290/CD and comments from Mr Coppler on more recent discussions of amendments to IEC 62784 Vacuum cleaners and dust extractors providing equipment protection level Dc for the collection of combustible dusts - Particular requirements and then suggested that subsequent discussions at the 2017 ExMC meeting consider the ExTAG view that further amendments to the new standard IEC 62784 should resolve the concerns raised on this matter and then allow it to be used for IECEx certification purposes.  
6.3. Approach for assessing and certifying Assemblies containing both electrical and non-electrical items
Decision 2017/09

Members discussed the question of assessment and certification of Ex Assemblies that incorporate both electrical and non-electrical equipment, noting the provisions of Clause 8 in OD 280 and the requirement of recently published IEC TS 60079-46.  It was agreed to recommend to the ExMC the use of IEC TS 60079-46 for certification purposes. The meeting also agreed the possible need for revisions of IECEx Rules and ODs and it was agreed to establish a Working Group (to be convened by Mr Paul Kelly) to consider a revision of existing DS 2015/001A regarding the publication of IEC TS 60079-46 and recommendations for transitional period.  

It was agreed that DS 2015/001A be retained for use by ExCBs until further notice and recommended that scope extension for IEC TS 60079-46 should be an administrative extension, via the ExMC/251B/Q form, for ExCBs already accepted to DS 2015/001A and non-electrical standards ISO/I 80079-36 and ISO/I 80079-37. Bodies without non-electrical standards, even with DS 2015/001A in their scope, must first apply for scope extension to include non-electrical standards ISO 80079-36 and ISO 80079-37 and would be subjected to a site assessment  accordingly. Bodies may continue to use DS 2015/001A instead of IEC TS 60079-46 as IEC TS 60079-46 is seen as an updated edition to the DS 2015/001A and hence may be regarded meeting the rule “Use of current edition or 1 edition prior” of IECEx 02.

6.4. Use of published IEC TS 60079-46
This item was discussed jointly with item 6.3.
Decision
Refer Decision 2017/09
7. Performance feedback from ExCBs and ExTLs (Restricted participation)

The Chairman introduced this closed session for ExCBs and ExTLs explaining that it was an opportunity to discuss their working experiences.

7.1. Co-operation between IECEx Bodies 

The Chairman invited Mr. Agius to introduce this item. The Executive Secretary explained that communication could be improved, and drew attention to the Rules IECEx 02 clause 10.1 reminding the meeting of the content of the clause. He explained that the Secretariat still receives requests/concerns from manufacturers because Certification Bodies do not communicate efficiently when good communication should solve the matter really quickly in most cases.
Many comments were raised regarding different application of the rules and especially during assessment that are not showing full compliance to standards requirements as it should be within the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme (especially noting the difference in this approach than ATEX directive). Some examples were given, and it was agreed that a formal reminder to all Certification Bodies could be necessary.
It was also reminded decision sheet process may also be used to address differences of views between ExCBs.

Decision 2017/14

Members agreed that notification (requiring acknowledgment receipt) be issued to all accepted IECEx bodies regarding their obligations under IECEx Rules as they apply to IECEx System as a certification system based on conformity with Standards. The Secretariat will produce the circular, with the assistance of Mr Ron Sinclair, for distribution to all the bodies. 
7.2. Response to and assistance to be provided by ExCBs to the market when IECEx .

7.3. CoCs they issue are questioned

The Chairman reminded requirements of ISO/IEC 17065 and then invited the Executive Secretary to introduce this topic.

Mr. Agius explained the Secretariat has received complaints from end users and others where they seek additional information from an ExCB to define if some properties were covered by an IECEx CoC, but the corresponding ExCB answered that this was confidential information.
After some discussions it was agreed by the members that, without compromising confidentiality, ExCBs should be supporting such request and provide basic information.
Decision 2017/15

Members agreed that ExCBs are the correct first point of contact for enquiries from the market and that there is an expectation that the relevant ExCB(s) will provide suitable responses. 
7.4. 
Operating to IECEx Rules and Operational Documents
The Chairman explained that under this item IECEx Bodies have the opportunity to discuss their working experiences in using the IECEx Rules and Operational Documents.
He asked to the member if any matter or comment was to be raised. No issue were identified by the members.
Decision 2017/16

Members noted their working experiences in using IECEx Rules and Operational Documents and agreed that currently there are no major problems.
7.5. 
Maintenance of QARs

It has been reminded to ExCBs their responsibilities regarding the need to maintain surveillance audit schedule within the requirements of IECEx 02 rules and OD 009 and to ensure a good follow-up of QARs. The IECEx Secretary also gave a presentation of maintenance of QAR and generally database “housekeeping”, especially of drafts certificates.

Regarding QARs, it was reminded that when a QAR would not be updated, ExCBs are requested to advise the IECEx Secretariat and if it can be shown that the QAR will never be updated, and that all Current CoCs linked to the now out of date QAR have been updated and linked to a valid QAR, the Secretariat can remove the QAR from the ExCBs “QAR, out of date” list. It was suggested that information about QAR management be given to the assessor prior to assessment. The members agreed.
Decision 2017/17

Members noted the report on Out of Date QARs and a reminder from the IECEx Secretary regarding the need for ExCB to maintain surveillance audit schedule within the requirements of IECEx 02 and IECEx OD 009 and as guided by ExTAG/164/Inf and ExTAG/245/Inf. It was also agreed that any complaints received relating to out of date QARs or other items be passed on to an assessor prior to an assessment being carried out.

7.6. 
Management of Suspended Certificates
Document considered:

ExMC/1259/CD - Draft new Operational Document - Requirements when dealing with the Suspension or Cancellation of IECEx Certificates of Conformity issued under the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme

The members were invited to note work conducted within ExMC WG1 regarding a draft OD Suspension and Cancellation of IECEx Certificates of Conformity.  Some discussions occurred regarding action to be initiated by ExCB and wording. It was remind that this document was mainly a compilation of existing requirement. The members agreed with the content of the document.
Decision 2017/19

Members noted and appreciated the work conducted within ExMC WG1 regarding a draft OD on Suspension and Cancellation of IECEx Certificates of Conformity and asked that the ExMC consider ExTAG Members’ support of this publication as drafted (ExMC/1259/CD).

7.7. 
ExTAG Decision Sheets – Handling of rejected Draft DS

The Chairman introduced the discussion regarding a question raised concerning the handling of draft Decision Sheets that are rejected by the ExTAG, noting existing provisions of OD 035 published after last meeting.  
He then invited UL to present the matter. UL explained that when a draft decision is withdrawn, the OD 035 does not provide guidance about the process to be followed to ensure that the answers and comments given would remain available. It was agreed that this should be considered and included in OD 035.
Decision 2017/20

Members considered the concerns raised by UL about the handling of draft Decision Sheets that are rejected by the ExTAG (noting the existing provisions of OD 035) and agreed that there is a need for guidance in IECEx OD 035 on the process of “formally withdrawing” a draft DS where publication is opposed (ie. so there is both closure on the matter that initiated the draft DS and a record of this)
7.8. Additive manufacturing and 3D Printing


Document considered:

ExTAG/480/CD – Preliminary Draft Decision Sheet - Preliminary Draft Decision Sheet – 3D Printing
The preliminary draft Decision sheet prepared for initial discussion was presented by the originator, UL. After this introduction questions were raised from the members (material, representative samples). It was agreed that there was some relevant questions about 3D printing and that the decision sheet should be re-worked and maybe divided in two separate document to address specific issues.
Decision 2017/21

Members considered the preliminary draft Decision Sheets prepared by UL (as circulated as ExTAG/480/CD) and suggested a number of improvements for consideration prior to publication as single or a number of Decision Sheets for specific issues.


7.9. Risk of ignition from lithium batteries
A discussion regarding the risk of ignition from lithium batteries was introduced by the Chairman. As UL highlighted the risk in explosive atmospheres from batteries that are not 3rd-party certified according to past accidents. After extensive discussion it was agreed that a standard could not include certification requirements but may include more detailed technical requirements (instead of informative guidance). This matter will be transfer to TC 31 working group dedicated to batteries (WG27) and to MT of IEC 60079-11.

It was also agreed that, without adding requirement to the standard, a decision sheet may be prepare to provide recommendations (that would also be considered by TC 31 committee).
Decision 2017/22

Members discussed the risk of ignition from lithium batteries and requested IEC TC31 consider this specific matter (with a view to at least converting existing informative text in IEC 60079-11 to normative requirements) and also the more general issue of batteries.

Members also agreed to consider a Draft Decision Sheet to be developed by NANIO CCVE and UL LLC prior to the publication of a revised IEC 60079-11.  It is proposed that this Decision Sheet will outline the issues and risks with respect to the use of lithium batteries in equipment subject to IECEx certification processes.
7.10. Thermocatalytic sensors with Ex ia IIC marking
Document considered:

DS 2015/016 – Testing of thermocatalytic sensors with Ex ia IIC marking

ExTAG/482/CD – Proposed Draft Revision of DS 2015/016 Testing of thermocatalytic sensors with Ex ia IIC marking

A discussion regarding thermocatalytic sensors with Ex ia IIC marking (as addressed in DS 2015/016) was introduced by UL, based on the proposed decision sheet. This proposal considered some ExTLs feedback and after few discussion it was agreed to revise the proposed document.
Decision 2017/23

Members noted the discussion regarding thermocatalytic sensors, feedback on DS 2015/016. It was agreed that a revision of this DS, circulated (as ExTAG/482/CD) be prepared by the originators for circulation and comment.
7.10
Other Matters
It was discussed the possibility to use current edition or one edition prior when type of protection has been moved to another standard (eg. “nA”). The IECEx Secretary reminded that the rules are clear about the standards that may be used for assessment and so the manufacturer may choose the application of a standard in accordance with this rule.  Nevertheless, any member can provide a proposal for clarification if felt necessary.
8. ExTAG Working Group Status - Review

The Chairman introduced this item of the meeting dedicated to review of the status of ExTAG Working Groups and current activities

8.1. ExTAG WG01, Preparation and maintenance of ExTRs
Documents discussed:
ExTAG/472A/R Report from ExTAG Working Group 01 (WG01): Preparation of assessment and test report forms (ExTRs)
ExMC/1296/CD – GB Proposal concerning a change to the ExTR Cover regarding the name and address of the Laboratory.

 
The Chairman invited the convenor of the working group, Mr. Kelly to give a report. Mr. Kelly presented the report posted. He explained that regarding the linking of IECEx Decision Sheets to IECEx Test Reports there was a comment raised to recommend addition of ISH and corrigendum reference. Mr. Kelly answered that this possibility would be considered by the WG.

Mr. Kelly then presented the publication of test report and current activity.
Finally Mr Kelly raised a question about the process of approval for documents prepared by ExTAG/ExTAG WGs. He suggested that even if the approval of a document for publication is under ExMC responsibility, for example an Operational Document, that it made sense to firstly circulate the document, prepared by the ExTAG/ExTAG WGs, within ExTAG for review and then the proposed document to be forwarded directly to ExMC. The meeting agreed.
The Chairman then introduced the proposal from UK member which explain the intent of the document a change to the ExTR Cover. It was agreed that this topic would be transferred to ExTAG WG1 for consideration.

Decision 2017/10

Members noted the report (as circulated as ExTAG/472A/R) from ExTAG WG1 presented by the Convenor, Mr Paul Kelly, regarding the creation, revision and update of Ex Test Report templates to be used in the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme. The ExMC secretary asked that thanks be extended the Working Group and also to UL for their tremendous efforts in maintaining the ExTRs. The secretary added the meeting’s support for the direction being taken by the WG and the inclusion of the DS within the ExTRs. 

Decision 2017/11

Members agreed that a document be prepared to clarify the process for preparation, consultation and approval of IECEx Operational Documents particularly where these are initially proposed and/or prepared by an ExTAG Working Group

Decision 201712

Members noted the GB proposal (as circulated as ExMC/1296/CD) and agreed that this be referred to ExTAG WG1 for consideration.

8.2. IECEx TAG WG3 Documentation and Drawing Requirements
Document noted:

OD 017 - Drawing and documentation Guidance for IEC Ex Certification – for use by Manufacturers and ExTLs
The Chairman asked to note the publication of last edition and invited the convenor, Mr. Ron Webb to give a brief report. Ron ensured that the work will continue, probably at the end of year, included to review comments that were raised and non-electrical standards. The Chairman thanked the convenor and other members of the working group for the continuing good work.
It was also highlighted that this document is very valuable for manufacturer (eg. it is used for new certification engineer training).
Decision 2017/13

Members accepted the verbal report from ExTAG WG3 Convenor, Mr Ron Webb regarding the maintenance of IECEx OD 017 and the publishing of Ed.5 in March of this year, and thanked them for their work.  Mr Webb advised that a revised document taking into account items such as the inclusion of the non-electrical standards would be prepared before the next meeting. Mr Gabriel, a member of the WG and a German manufacturer expressed appreciation of the current document. 
8.3. ExTAG WG10 Proficiency Testing
Documents considered:

IECEx OD 202 IECEx Operational Document - IECEx Proficiency Testing Program 

ExTAG/474/R – Report from the Convener Mr Tim Krause

ExMC/1292/DV – Proposed Revised Edition of IECEx Operational Document OD 202 – IECEx Proficiency Testing Program (Ex PTP)
The Chairman reminded that PTB via ExTAG WG10 have been operating the IECEx Proficiency Testing Program and invited Mr. Tim Krause of PTB to present a report on the latest Programs and outcomes 
Mr Krause gave a presentation, firstly about the PT scheme news
· new program details noting some delays for program “Pressurized enclosure” and existing ones and status (including participating laboratories)

· samples status

· best practice paper relative to program “Electrostatic charge”

· PT workshop
He then reported about revision of IECEx OD 202 necessary because previous edition was published two years ago and need improvement. He reminded that the draft would be proposed for approval to next ExMC meeting. The members raised some comments (number of programs, participation to new program only, approval by ExTAG WG10, lack of sanctions),  about the draft but it was agreed to recommend to process for publication and consider these comments for next edition.
The Chairman thanked Mr. Krause and all members of working for the valuable work and support provided to the scheme.
Decision 2017/24

Members noted the report (as circulated as ExTAG/474/R) from ExTAG WG10 Convenor, Mr Tim Krause on the latest Programs and outcomes.  
Decision 2017/25

Members discussed and supported the draft revision of IECEx OD 202 (as circulated as ExMC/1292/DV) and asked that the ExMC consider the view of ExTAG Members, noting that ExTAG WG10 are currently considering a number of later comments that may be incorporated in a further revision for publication subject to a vote by correspondence.

8.4. ExTAG WG12 Retention of Records
Document noted:

IECEx OD 207– Operational document – Guidance on the Retention of Records

The Chairman asked the members to note the publication of OD 207 prepared by WG12 which provides guidance on retention of records. The chairman thanked all the members and especially the convenor Mr Omerovic and recommended that WG remains on stand-by for possible future improvement. It was explained that this document been published, assessor may ask for procedure to ensure retention of records.
Decision 2017/26

Members noted the publication of IECEx OD 207 and thanked ExTAG WG12 for this work.
9. ExTAG Technical Discussions relating to the Certified Equipment Scheme (IECEx 02)
9.1. To note the current list of ExTAG Decision Sheets

The Chairman invited members to note the list of current ExTAG Decision Sheets available from the IECEx web site.
Decision 2017/27

Members noted the list of current ExTAG Decision Sheets available @ ExTAG Decision Sheets and accepted the continued listing Interpretation Sheets
9.2. To re-confirm the following Decision Sheets, now falling under the 5 year review
The Chairman presented the list of Decisions Sheets that were due for re-confirmation under the 5 year reconfirmation maintenance procedures.  He shared two remarks regarding the need for update of DS 2012/006 according to OD 005-3 publication and the agenda item 10.1 relative to DS 2012/005. He then asked approval from the members. The members agreed to re-confirm the presented DS, taking into consideration Chairman remarks.
Decision 2017/28

Members noted the following list of current ExTAG Decision Sheets under the reconfirmation maintenance procedures. It was agreed that:

· DS 2012/006 shall be revised to include updated references. UL, as the originator, will update this DS.  
· DS 2012/005 would be discussed later under Item 10.1 
· All other DS reconfirmed.
	DS
	Standard No.
	Title
	Date Posted

	DS 2012/011
	IEC 60079-0 Edition 4  

IEC 60079-0 Edition 5  

IEC 60079-0 Edition 6
	Resistance to light of elastomeric materials
	2012/09

	DS 2012/010
	IEC 60079-0:2011  

IEC 60079-0:2007
	Medium for Documenting Required Instructions
	2012/09

	DS 2012/009
	IEC 60079-11
	ExTAG Decision Sheet – Consideration of Faults on ICs/ ASICs to Cl. 7.6d (2nd bullet) of IEC 60079-11 Ed 6?


	2012/09

	DS 2010/008
	
	Ex equipment where the equipment includes unspecified IEC Ex certified components
(Revision of DS 2006/002)


	2012/09

	DS 2012/007
	IEC 60079-1 6th Ed  

IEC60079-0:2007
	Sealing test of cable glands
(Revision of DS 2010/007)
	2012/09

	DS 2012/006
	OD 005-1:2010  

OD 005-2:2010  

ISO/IEC 80079-34 :2011
	Types of protection that are only part of supplier provided devices
	2012/08

	DS 2012/005
	IEC 60079-0:2011

IEC 60079-0:2007  

IEC 61241-0:2004
	Inclusion of an IP rating as part of the marking and certificate
	2012/08

	DS 2012/004
	ISO/IEC 80079-34
	Verification Requirements for Flameproof Castings
	2012/05

	DS 2012/003
	IEC 60079-0  

IEC 60529  

IEC 60034-5
	Dust Testing for IP5X and 6x
	2012/05

	DS 2012/002
	IEC 60079-19
	Locked rotor test for rewound rotating machines
	2012/03

	DS 2012/001
	IEC 60079-0
	Avoidance of a build-up of electrostatic charge and use of “X” condition marking on a fixed-mounted touch screen
	2012/03


9.3. Review of process for the preparation and approval of Decision Sheets.
Document noted:

IECEx OD 035 A procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets Edition 2.1
The Chairman invited members to note publication of Edition 2.1 of OD 035. The IECEx Secretary then added that a last comment, in addition to discussion under item 7.6 of this meeting was raised by Mike Slowinske regarding the possibility for a draft DS to be sent to relevant IEC WG or MT for consideration. It was agreed that UL will provide proposal to be considered by correspondence.
Decision 2017/29
Members noted the publication of Edition 2.1 of IECEx OD 035 - Procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets and also supported a proposal from UL for additional amendments to Clause 5 (in response to Decision 2017/20) to be considered by correspondence. Mr. Slowinske, UL, agreed to prepare the revision.

9.4. New Decision Sheet, DS 2017/001 – Cable transit or entry devices according IEC 60079-0
Document noted:

IECEx DS 2017/001 Cable transit or entry devices according IEC 60079-0

The Chairman gave a brief summary of the DS content, thanked the originator and asked to the members to note the publication of the document.
Decision 2017/30
Members noted the publication of the new Decision Sheet IECEx DS 2017/001.
9.5. New Decision Sheet, DS 2017/002 – Guidance on issuance of QARs when products are manufactured at multiple sites
Document noted:

IECEx DS 2017/002 Guidance on issuance of QARs when products are manufactured at multiple sites

The Chairman gave a brief summary of the DS content, thanked the originator and asked to the members to note the publication of the document.
Decision 2017/31
Members noted the publication of the new Decision Sheet IECEx DS 2017/002.
9.6. New Decision Sheet, DS 2016/002 – Application of Failure Analysis such as FMEA in Intrinsic Safety i 
Document noted:

IECEx DS 2016/002 Application of Failure Analysis such as FMEA in intrinsic safety
The Chairman gave a brief summary of the DS content, thanked the originator and asked to the members to note the publication of the document.
Decision 2017/32
Members noted the publication of the new Decision Sheet IECEx DS 2016/002.
9.7. New Decision Sheet, DS 2017/003 – Applicability of IEC 60079-28, especially regarding LED light sources


The meeting will be asked to note publication of the DS along with the draft and 
compilation of comments.

Document noted:

IECEx DS 2017/003 Applicability of IEC 60079-28, especially regarding LED light sources
ExTAG/464/CC – Compilation of comments and observations on ExTAG/451/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Application of IEC 60079-28

The Chairman invited the IECEx Secretary to present. Mr. Agius explained firstly that this DS was an interim document resulting from long discussions within the group. It was agreed that some of the comments received were very valuable and should be considered for future revision, in consultation with the maintenance team of IEC 60079-28.
Other comments were raised regarding the existing certificates which do not include this standard. After extensive discussion it was agreed that this was a separate matter but shall also be considered as part of an update to the decision sheet, by clarifying that the requirements of the DS should apply to both new and up-issued certificates.

Decision 2017/33
Members noted the publication of the new Decision Sheet IECEx DS 2017/003 along with a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/464/CC concerning ExTAG/451/CD.

Decision 2017/34
Members agreed that DS 2017/003 be revised to include a statement to clarify that it applies to both new and up-issue of existing Certificates issued to IEC 60079-28.
10. ExTAG Proposed Decision Sheets in progress
10.1. Revision to Decision Sheet DS 2012/005 - Inclusion of an IP rating as part of the marking and certificate 

Documents considered:

ExTAG/406A/CD Draft Revision to Decision Sheet DS 2012/005 - Inclusion of an IP rating as part of the marking and certificate

The Chairman introduced the document and invited to the IECEx Secretary to provide update. Mr. Agius explained that a last minute comment has been received from Mr. Ludlam regarding the specific application of clause 6.1.2.3 of standard IEC 60079-11 (Ed. 5.0 and Ed. 6.0) which also requires IP rating to be marked. It was agreed by the members to consider this comment for clarification on this exception in the decision sheet.
Decision 2017/35

Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by SGS Baseefa and circulated as ExTAG/406A/CD. It was agreed that the Draft DS be revised by Mr. Ron Sinclair, SGS BASEEFA as originator, and Mr Bill Lawrence.
10.2. Terminal ratings in General Purpose Junction Boxes

Documents considered:

ExTAG/453A/CD Updated Draft Decision Sheet - Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Terminal Ratings in General Purpose Junction Boxes

ExTAG/467/CC Compilation of comments and observations on ExTAG/453/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Terminal Ratings in General Purpose Junction Boxes
The chairman presented the proposal and then asked the originator to provide details about the status. Mr. Sinclair explained that the comments received were considered and implemented. He reminded that such ratings were a critical information to be provided in the certificate. The convenor of IEC 60079-7, Mr. Lawrence explained that this matter was already a topic for next edition of the standard.
Decision 2017/36
Members considered the updated draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by SGS Baseefa and the compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/453A/CD and ExTAG/467/CC concerning clarification of the scope of IEC 60079-0 and IEC 60079-7 (Ed 5.0) and agreed to publish.
10.3. Draft DS – Use of Legacy data.

Documents considered:

ExTAG/468/CD Draft Decision Sheet - Clarification on the use of legacy data

Following discussions during the 2016 ExTAG Umhlanga meeting, document ExTAG/468/CD were prepared by SGS Baseefa. The Chairman invited the originator to present the background. Mr Sinclair explained the situation where an ExCB issues an IECEx CoC using previous data from another ExCB (e.g. obtained through ATEX assessment) and considered to be old by the originator should be avoid. Mr. Agius reminded that the intent of Annex A of OD 009 was the use of past records by the originator of the data. It was raised that instead of issuing a Decision Sheet, an update of operational document could be more relevant. Finally it was agreed that as a first step, the decision sheet was acceptable and a recommendation for improvement of OD 009 was necessary.
Decision 2017/37
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by SGS Baseefa and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/468/CD and agreed to publish and also ask ExMC WG1 to consider moving the content of this DS to the next edition of IECEx OD 009.

10.4. Draft DS – Marking of combined Electrical/Non Electrical Equipment

Documents considered:

ExTAG/447/CD ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet – Marking of combined Electrical/Non Electrical Equipment

ExTAG/469/CC – Compilation of comments and observations on ExTAG/447/CD Draft Decision Sheet – Marking of combined Electrical/Non Electrical Equipment

ExTAG/447A/CD – Revised Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Marking of combined Electrical/Non Electrical Equipment
The Chairman briefly presented the document already circulated and the compilation of comments provided. Then the originator explained that after some discussion it was decided to propose common marking for electrical and non-electrical features considering that the marking was dedicated to one single product even if made of two parts. It was suggested to wait for the next meeting of WG 22 of TC31 in order to ensure the support of this technical working group before publication. This was agreed by the member, with the modification done during the meeting, with last arrangements to be made by the Chairman if necessary.

Decision 2017/38
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by INERIS and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/447/CD, ExTAG/447A/CD and ExTAG/469/CC and also noted that TC31 WG22 have plans to discuss this matter in October 2017.  Members supported an amended draft DS and agreed to consider, via correspondence, the outcomes of the TC31 WG22 meeting with the Chairman to make the final decision prior to publication of the proposed Decision Sheet.
10.5. Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Requirements for gas sensors using the “da” level of protection

Documents considered:

ExTAG/452/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet– Requirements for gas sensors using the “da” level of protection

ExTAG/470/CC Compilation of comments and observations on ExTAG/452/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Requirements for gas sensors using the “da” level of protection
The Chairman introduced the draft DS prepared by Fyzikáln technický zkušební ústav (Physical Technical Testing Institute), FTZU, CZ. He explained that most comments were suggesting that this matter should be referred to TC31. The members agreed that this matter should not be handled through a decision sheet but by standardization committee.
Decision 2017/39
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by Fyzikáln technický zkušební ústav (Physical Technical Testing Institute), FTZU, CZ and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/452/CD and ExTAG/470/CC and did not approve publication.  FTZU is invited to provide a proposal for a revision of the relevant Standard(s). 
10.6. Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Temperature rise of the conductor bar for terminals in Level of Protection “eb” according to IEC 60079-7

Documents considered:
ExTAG/456A/CD Updated Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Temperature rise of the conductor bar for terminals in Level of Protection “eb” according to IEC 60079-7
ExTAG/463/CC Compilation of comments and observations on ExTAG/456/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Temperature rise of the conductor bar for terminals in Level of Protection “eb” according to IEC 60079-7

The Chairman presented the document and asked to the originator to explain. LCIE detailed the content and especially the possible gap between table showing “major technical change” in the standard and detailed requirement in the associated clause. After some discussion it was agreed that such matter was wider than temperature rise of the conductor bar according to IEC 60079-7 and that revised proposal considering use of a table of change should be prepared.
Decision 2017/40

Members considered the updated draft ExTAG Decision Sheet that includes comments received by the originator and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/456A/CD and ExTAG/463/CC. The decision was taken that the Draft DS be sent back to originator (LCIE) to review the content and enlarge the question.
10.7. Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Guidance on practical realization of OD 203 
provisions

Documents considered:

ExTAG/457A/CD Revised Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Guidance on practical realization of OD 203 provisions

ExTAG/475/CC Compilation of Comments received on ExTAG/457/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Guidance on practical realization of OD 203 provisions

The Chairman introduced the document and invited the originator to present the content. NANIO CCVE explained that OD 203 should be updated but that a decision sheet could be a temporary solution. It was agreed that the intent has to be considered and that OD 203 should be revised accordingly, but that the publication of a DS was not the relevant process
Decision 2017/41
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by NANIO CCVE and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/457/CD and ExTAG/475/CC and agreed that the Draft Decision Sheet be withdrawn but with the content of the draft DS to be considered by ExMC WG11 for inclusion in a revision of OD 203.
10.8. Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – The tensile force of cable pull test according to IEC 60079-18

Document considered:

ExTAG/460/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – The tensile force of cable pull test according to IEC 60079-18
ExTAG/476/CC Compilation of Comments received on ExTAG/460/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – The tensile force of cable pull test according to IEC 60079-18
The Chairman presented the document prepared, based on a comment raised during the last IECEx international conference. It was discussed the intent of the requested modification and agreed, based on the comment received, that a decision sheet was not relevant for this matter because it tended to modify the content of published standard. It was agreed to refer to TC 31 chair for action at the standardization level.
Decision 2017/42
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by NEPSI and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/460/CD and ExTAG/476/CC and agreed that this DS not proceed and that the matter is best dealt with via a proposal to IEC CO by TC 31 Chair for a corrigenda to IEC 60079-18.
10.9. Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Creepage distance and clearance of non-
sparking ballast according to IEC 60079-15

Document considered:

ExTAG/462/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Creepage distance and clearance of non-sparking ballast according to IEC 60079-15

It was agreed that due to time limitation, this new draft DS would be circulated to the members and dealt via correspondence.
Decision 2017/43
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by NEPSI and PTB circulated as ExTAG/462/CD and agreed to circulate to members for comment.

10.10. Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Static versus dynamic stresses on a Sealed device

Document considered:



ExTAG/471/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Static versus dynamic stresses on a Sealed device

The Chairman invited UL LLC to present the document. After a presentation from Mr. Kelly, a remark was raised regarding the possible change in standard requirement introduced by the document. It was reminded that a DS shall not modify or add requirements to existing standard. It was suggested and agreed to refer to TC31 in addition to circulation of the document to the members.
Decision 2017/44
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by UL LLC and circulated as ExTAG/471/CD and agreed to circulate to members for comment and also that a request be made to TC31 for an amendment to IEC 60079-15.
10.11. Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Resistance to impact test according to IEC 60079-0

Document considered:



ExTAG/477/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - The resistance to impact test according to IEC 60079-0

It was agreed that due to time limitation, this new draft DS would be circulated to the members and dealt via correspondence.
Decision 2017/45
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by PCEC of China and circulated as ExTAG/477/CD and agreed to circulate to members for comment.
10.12. Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Spark ignition test with a super capacitor test according to IEC 60079-11

Document considered:



ExTAG/478/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet The spark ignition test with super capacitor

It was agreed that due to time limitation, this new draft DS would be circulated to the members and dealt via correspondence.
Decision 2017/46
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by PCEC of China and circulated as ExTAG/478/CD and agreed to circulate to members for comment.

10.13. Draft Decision Sheet - Location of Electrostatic Discharge Hazard Warning
Document considered:



ExTAG/458A/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet

ExTAG/483/CC – Compilation of Comments
The Chairman asked UL, as originator to present the proposal. Mr Slowinske explained that a revised document, addressing the comments received has been prepared and presented the revised document.

Decision 2017/47
Members considered the comments (as summarised in ExTAG/483/CC) and a revised draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by UL and circulated as ExTAG/458A/CD and agreed to publish.

10.14. Revision of DS 2010/008 proposed by DEKRA
The Chairman invited DEKRA to present this item. It was explained that considering the clarification given in the last edition of IEC 60079-7, the decision sheet DS 2010/008 should be revised accordingly.
Decision 2017/48
Members considered the DEKRA proposal tabled at this meeting regarding DS 2010/008 and agreed that the proposer be asked to consider a reissue or revision of this DS given that IEC 60079-7 has been revised since the issue of this DS.

11. ExTAG Discussions relating to other IECEx Schemes

11.1. Discussion relating to the IECEx Certified Service Facility Scheme (IECEx 03)
The Chairman explained that this item was an opportunity for ExTAG to provide feedback to ExSFC. Then the Executive Secretary reminded the membership and tasks of new ExSFC committee and explained that there was no specific matter Committee to be referred for this meeting.
Decision 2017/49
Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretary as an update on the status of the Certified Service Facility Scheme and on the membership and activities of the ExSFC Committee.
11.2. Information relating to the IECEx Conformity Mark License System (IECEx 04)

Document noted:

ExMarkCo/45A/R - Report on 2017 Survey / Questionnaire Results from ExCBs involved in the IECEx Mark Licensing Scheme

ExMarkCo/047/R - MEETING REPORT of the IECEx Mark Committee (ExMarkCo) Held at CSA Group in Hawarden, UK on Thursday 11th May 2017
The Chairman invited the Executive Secretary to report on the status of the Conformity Mark License System. The members were informed of the survey conducted early 2017 (IECEx ExCBs and manufacturing customers of ExCBs) to determine use of the IECEx Conformity Mark.  The results as presented in the document to be noted would be discussed during the next ExMC meeting.
Decision 2017/50

Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretary as an update on the IECEx Conformity Mark License System.

12. New topics (suggestions for topics to be dealt with during the next ExTAG Meeting)

The Chairman asked for topics that might be included for discussion at future meetings. Even if some matters were raised for training session (marking on equipment, OD 024 and feedback), no matter for ExTAG meeting was identified. The Chairman encouraged members to keep in contact with IECEx secretariat if they identified any topics after this meeting, because inputs were much valuable for improvement of ExTAG activities.

13. Contact with other International and Regional Bodies – Status review

The Chairman invited the Executive Secretary to provide update of IEC/ILAC/IAF co-operation.
Mr. Agius gave a brief report about the cooperation. He reminded that the position of IECEx is that the IECEx system utilizes national accreditation when seeking to demonstrate compliance.
Decision 2017/51
Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretary as an update on IEC/ILAC/IAF cooperation.

14. Matters for proposal to ExMC

There was no additional matter to decision already issued during the meeting to report to ExMC for consideration.
15. Other Business

Refer to item 10.14 for the discussion about DS 2010/008.
The Chairman reminded the members of the new ISO/IEC 17025 would have been considered and that this document introduces some changes, e.g. regarding the risk management and structure.

16. Confirmation of next meeting, year and place

The Chairman advised that the next ExTAG meeting is normally held in conjunction with the ExMC. The members were asked for any objection on this principle. No objection was raised.

He then advised members to note the kind invitation from French national committee for the 2018 meetings.
Decision 2017/52
Members noted that the invitation from France will be discussed at the ExMC meeting later this week.

17. Close of Meeting
In closing the meeting, the Chairman once again extended the sincere thanks of the members to US national committee and all the sponsors for hosting the meeting which had been not only very efficient but also very friendly with the involved staff being most co-operative.

He also thanked the members and observers for their attention and great professional contributions to the meeting. 

Mr. Agius congratulated the Chairman and expressed thanks for all his preparation and professional work in leading this meeting.

The meeting was declared closed at 5:30 p.m. 

Annex A 
 ExTAG Washington Action List
	ANNEX Action

No.
	Mins

Item
	Action
	By Whom
	Status

	1
	3.2
	Additional text to be added to OD 003-2 concerning non-attendance at ExTAG meetings. The ExTAG Secretariat to refer this item to ExMC WG4.

	ExMC WG4
	Under consideration and for referral to new IECEx Assessment Group

	2
	4
	The Nomination of Professor Xu Xianping for a further three year term as ExTAG Secretary to be forwarded to the ExMC for approval.


	ExTAG Secretariat 
	Completed

ExTAG forwarded to ExMC Washington Meeting 

	3
	6.1
	Mr. Mark Coppler, TC31 Chairman, to consult with IEC TC31 (SC31M) during the Vladivostok Meetings regarding the use of ISO 80079-38 Ed.2 for certification purposes and to report back to the ExTAG.


	Mr Coppler 

TC31 Chairman
	Consideration within TC 31, noting matter raised by IECEx Chair during TC 31 CAG Split 2018 meeting

	4
	6.3
	An ExTAG Working Group, to be convened by Mr Paul Kelly, to consider a revision of existing DS 2015/001A in relation to the publication of IEC TS 60079-46 and recommendations for a transitional period. 
 
	ExTAG Secretariat 
	WG14 Working Group established with Paul Kelly as Convenor 


	5
	7.5
	Out of date QARs or other items are to be passed by the Secretariat to the relevant assessor prior to an assessment being carried out.


	The Secretariat
	Ongoing with IECEx Compliance Manager

	6
	7.7
	Additional guidance to be included in a revised edition of IECEx OD 035 on the process of “formally withdrawing” a draft DS. 

	UL to prepare a revised edition
	Underway

ExTAG/490B/CD posted to web 180608 for discussion in ExMC in Cannes.

	7
	7.8


	ExTAG/480/CD - Preliminary Draft Decision Sheet – 3D Printing be reworked by the originator UL LLC.

	UL LLC
	For inclusion in the 2018 ExTAG Meeting Agenda

	8
	7.9 
	  Matters regarding Lithium batteries to be transferred to TC 31 working group dedicated to batteries (WG27) and to MT of IEC 60079-11.

	
	Current discussions in TC31 WG on Batteries WG27

	9
	7.9
	 UL LLC and NANIO CCVE to prepare a Draft Decision Sheet to outline the issues and risks with respect to the use of lithium batteries in equipment subject to IECEx certification processes.

	UL LLC and 

NANIO/CCVE
	

	10
	7.10


	 A Revision of EXTAG/482/CD Draft Revision of DS 2015/016 Testing of thermocatalytic sensors with Ex ia IIC marking to be prepared by the originators for circulation and comment within the ExTAG. 

	NANIO/CCVE/

UL LLCD
	Completed

Revised DS 2015/016A published April 2018

	11
	8.1


	A document to be prepared to clarify the process for preparation, consultation and approval of IECEx Operational Documents, or other documents prepared by ExTAG/ExTAG WGs, requiring ExMC approval, that  in the first instance they be reviewed by ExTAG .


	ExMC Secretariat
	This matter is to be captured in the current drafting of an IECEx Document Management OD

	12
	8.1
	The Proposal contained in ExMC/1296/CD GB Proposal concerning a change to the ExTR Cover regarding the name and address of the Laboratory be referred to ExTAG WG01.


	ExTAG WG01 

(Convenor

Mr. Paul Kelly )
	Completed.

OD 010-2 updated with additional text to Clause 2.3.1 and published as Ed 2.0 in Oct 2017 



	13
	8.2
	ExTAG WG03 to prepare a revised edition of OD 017 Drawing and documentation Guidance for IEC Ex Certification – for use by Manufacturers and ExTLS to include non-electrical standards 


	ExTAG WG03 

(Convenor 

Mr Ron Webb)
	Underway

	14
	8.3
	ExTAG Chairman to report to the ExMC, ExTAG’s support of OD 202 IECEx Testing and Assessment Group (ExTAG) - IECEx Proficiency Testing Program 


	ExTAG 

Chairman
	Completed OD 202 Ed.2 published Nov. 2017

	15
	8.3
	ExTAG WG 10 to prepare a revision of the proposed OD 202 taking into account additional later comment as received.


	ExTAG WG10

(Convenor Mr. Tim Krause)


	ExTAG WG10 to commence revision of OD 202 once requirements for Additional Testing Facilities (ATF) are completed by ExMC  

	16
	9.2
	DS 2012/006 to be revised to include updated references. 
	UL, as the originator, will update this DS
	Completed

Revised DS 2012/006A published November 2017



	17
	9.7


	DS 2017/003 to be revised to include a statement to clarify that it applies to both new and up-issue of existing Certificates issued to IEC 60079-28.

	 
	Issue has been overtaken by events with AU proposing a new OD to address IEC 60079-28 matters.

For consideration under ExMC 2018 Agenda



	18
	10.1
	ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by SGS Baseefa and circulated as ExTAG/406A/CD Draft Revision to Decision Sheet DS 2012/005 - Inclusion of an IP rating as part of the marking and certificate to be revised. 


	Mr. Ron Sinclair, SGS BASEEFA as originator, and Mr Bill Lawrence FMG 
	Revised draft ExTAG/406B/CD to be listed for discussion on ExTAG 2018 agenda

	19
	10.3
	ExTAG/468/CD to be published as DS and then to be forwarded to ExMC WG01 to consider moving the content of this DS to the next edition of IECEx OD 009.


	ExTAG Secretariat 
	Completed

Issued as DS 2017/005 and forwarded to ExMC WG01

	20
	10.4
	ExTAG/447A/CD – Revised Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Marking of combined Electrical/Non Electrical Equipment to be forwarded to TC31/WG22 for editorial changes.
	INERIS 

(Editorial changes by

TC31/WG22 – October 2017)
	Completed 

Issued as DS 2017/007

	21
	10.6
	ExTAG/456A/CD Updated Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Temperature rise of the conductor bar for terminals in Level of Protection “eb” according  to IEC 60079-7 to be revised by the originator, LCIE, to review the content and enlarge the question.

	LCIE
	Before the next meeting

	22
	10.7
	ExTAG/457A/CD Revised Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Guidance on practical realization of OD 203 provisions prepared by NANIO/CCVE to be withdrawn as a proposed DS but to be forwarded to ExMC WG11 for possible inclusion in next edition of OD 203.


	ExTAG Secretariat to 

ExMC WG11
	For possible future work for ExMC WG11

Completed

	23
	10.8
	ExTAG/460/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – The tensile force of cable pull test according to IEC 60079-18 to be withdrawn and forwarded to IEC CO by TC 31 Chair for a corrigenda to IEC 60079-18.


	TC 31 Chair Mr. Mark Coppler 
	After the meeting
Draft DS has been withdrawn – IECEx actions completed

	24
	10.9 
	ExTAG/462/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet-Creepage distances and clearances of non-sparking ballast in non-sparking luminaire prepared by NEPSI to be recirculated for comment. 


	ExTAG Secretariat
	For discussion in Cannes

Recirculated and comment received. Comment circulated as ExTAG/507/CC was for ExTAG/462/CD

Revised ExTAG/462A/CD circulated for comment 180627 

	25
	10.10
	ExTAG/471/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Static versus dynamic stresses on a Sealed device to be issued to be circulated for comment and forwarded to TC31. 


	ExTAG Secretariat and

Originator  UL LLC
	Completed

Withdrawn by originator.

Forwarded to TC31 on 171108

	26
	10.11
	ExTAG/477/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - The resistance to impact test according to IEC 60079-0 to be issued and circulated for comment.


	ExTAG Secretariat and

Originator PCEC
	Completed

Withdrawn by originator.

	27
	10.12 
	ExTAG/478/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet The spark ignition test with super capacitor to be re-issued to be circulated for comment and forwarded to TC31.


	ExTAG Secretariat to circulate.

PCEC as originator to prepare revised DS.

  
	Revised Draft DS ExTAG/478B/CD to be added to the Agenda of the next ExTAG meeting in Cannes.



	28
	10.13 
	ExTAG/458A/CD Draft Decision Sheet - Location of Electrostatic Discharge Hazard Warning. To be published as ExTAG Decision Sheet
	Secretariat
	Completed 

Published as DS 2017/006

	29
	10.14
	The originator of DS 2010/008 Mechanical Security of Soldered Connections to prepare a revised edition given the publication of IEC 60079-7
	SGS BASEEFA as originator
	Underway.
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