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IEC SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS FOR SAFETY 

OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES 

(IECEx SCHEME)

Title: IECEx REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF CAB STRATEGY – August 2003


Introduction

This Report has been prepared bv the IECEx Secretary, in consultation with the IECEx Chairman and Officers and provided to CAB for information.  

An update to this report will be provided during the CAB Montreal 2003 meeting to reflect the outcomes of the Budapest October 2003 IECEx Annual Meetings.

This document is also circulated to ExMC Members for their information.

	Address:

IECEx Secretariat

286 Sussex Street

Sydney NSW 2140

Australia


	Tel:  +61 2 8206 6940

Fax: +61 2 8206 6272 

Email: chris.agius@iecex.com


	GOAL No
	CAB’s strategic objectives
	Actions of IECEx
	Report from IECEx

August 2003

	1
	Improve the market relevance of existing IEC conformity assessment schemes so they are more universal in scope and can accommodate all proven and effective means of ensuring compliance with IEC standards, through:
a)
Undertaking regular review of conformity assessment to maintain currency and improve relevance of the schemes.

b)
Developing a proactive approach to extending the range of conformity assessment services available through the existing schemes.

c)
Encouraging the schemes to become more proactive in taking advantage of opportunities to develop and offer new conformity assessment services.


d)
Applying reasonable “business tests” and technical evaluation to all proposals for enhancement or extension of the existing schemes and new conformity assessment schemes  for: 

· Market need and relevance, 

· Commercial viability, 

· Technical merit, and 

· Feasibility of a sectoral approach.
	a)
Will carry out surveys of stakeholders at defined intervals and carry out reviews of the scheme’s rules and procedures to ensure they are current to the needs of industry and government.

b)
IECEx are currently reviewing the rules and procedures, including scope, to cover all TC 31 standards as well as standards covered by other technical committees for equipment used in similar environments. IECEx will consider establishing a WG to deal with the expansion of the scheme and development of appropriate business plans.

c)
IECEx needs to keep close to its customers and stakeholders, industry and regulators, by carrying out the market reviews noted in item a) and through the work of IECEx WG 8 intends to establish communication channels to regulatory authorities.

d)
IECEx will develop appropriate Business tests or plans for evaluating enhancement proposals originated by the WG on expansion.
	a) Survey conducted during 1st quarter 2003.  Results to be discussed during October 2003 Budapest meeting.

b) Revision of IECEx Rules and procedures now complete to ensure full range of TC 31 standards are covered. Further expansion of the Scheme to be considered following successful implementation of the revised rules.

c)   IECEx maintaining links with Regulators, Industry and Stakeholders, e.g. attendance at the 2003 ATEX ExNB meeting and presentation at ICSCA Tokyo 2003 meeting

d) Scheme expansion will only occur on the basis of suitable business tests, e.g. market relevance and commercial viability 



	2

2 cont.


	Develop the IEC conformity assessment schemes so they are compatible with other national, regional and international schemes while offering more advantages, through:
a)
Promoting acceptance of the schemes’ conformity assessment results by regulatory authorities and other acceptance interests.

b)
Developing co-operation with other organizations operating in conformity assessment  in key policy areas such as:

· Joint input or exchange of input to key documents such as ISO/IEC Guides/Standards on accreditation, product certification, and related topics.

c)
Working toward recognition and utilisation of respective strengths with accreditation systems to achieve:

· Reduced assessments,

· Reduced  variability in laboratory assessments,

· Greater technical depth and a resulting higher level of confidence; and

· Reduced use of valuable technical resources.

d)
Establishing or strengthening liaisons with trade liberalisation bodies such as:

· WTO,

· TABD,

· APEC….
	a)
IECEx have formed a special WG (WG8) dedicated to promoting acceptance of IECEx amongst regulatory organizations, in coordination with national bodies.


b)
IECEx continue to participate in the preparation of ISO/IEC guides/standards. The IECEx will cooperate with other schemes to develop an effective mechanism for coordinating views and input to CASCO WGs.




c)
IECEx gives some recognition to national accreditation in the process of assessment of candidate ACBs and ExTLs. IECEx also participate in the CAB/ILAC task force.







d)
IECEx is prepared to support any initiative by IEC and CAB to establish/strengthen liaison with organizations such as WTO, TABD, APEC. IECEx is assisting with the development of an APEC Workshop dedicated to this field.
	a) IECEx have issued new Rules and Operational documents that are compatible with other national and regional schemes that use ISO/IEC Guides and standards, e.g. IECEx Quality system requirements fully align with those required under ATEX Directive

b) IECEx continues to cooperate with other organisations, e.g. ILAC, ExNB

c) IECEx has pioneered the use of accreditation services as part of its evidence gathering exercise when conducting Laboratory and certification body assessments, via its assessment procedures, based on peer assessment

d) IECEx participated in the first APEC sponsored Ex Workshop held in Malaysia February 2003 and continues to support initiatives that propose the use of IECEx as a platform for Bilateral and Multilateral trade agreements in the regulatory sector of Ex. 

	3
	Establish policies, practices and procedures by which non- IEC Member countries might participate in IEC Conformity assessment schemes, through:

a)
Promoting acceptance-level membership in the IEC conformity assessment schemes.

b)
Developing acceptance-level  membership criteria that will permit non-IEC member countries to participate in the schemes under terms based on:

· Willingness   to become an IEC member by a specified time frame, 

· Support  for the recognition and use of IEC standards; and

· Adherence to any technical programs as specified by the applicable scheme management committee.
	a) + b) IECEx is including provisions for bodies from non-IEC countries as part of its current review of the scheme’s rules.
	IECEx previous decision to accept participation from non-IEC Member Countries is maintained.

	4

4 cont.


	Further develop, on the basis of Peer Assessment and other mechanisms (e.g. a supplier’s declaration of conformity), the concept of “one IEC standard, one test performed anywhere, and one conformity assessment result accepted everywhere and anywhere”, through:

Peer Assessment

a)
Maintaining support and advocacy for the validity of Peer Assessment as a means for determining technical competence.

b)
Pursuing collaboration  between peer assessment and accreditation systems to support mutual acceptance

Supplier’s Declaration

a)
Promoting use of sound conformity assessment results as an effective support to the appropriate use of SDOC.

Manufacturer’s Facilities and Processes

a)
Utilising manufacturers’ facilities and processes within the schemes where appropriate.

Standards

a)
Promoting greater awareness and understanding of the form and content of standards appropriate for conformity assessment, 

b)
Refining feedback linkages between the conformity assessment community and standards development organizations to ensure better standards.
Testing
a)
Promote the multilateral acceptance of results produced by competent testing laboratories in first, second and third party conformity assessment.

Certification

a)
Promote the value of certification in appropriate circumstances as markets support such use.





Marking

a)
Promoting  awareness and understanding of single product markings; and 

b)
Maintaining a preparedness to implement a single-mark on a sector-by-sector basis as markets support such use.
	The concept of One Standard – One Certificate – One Mark accepted worldwide has been the IECEx platform since its inception.

Peer Assessment

a)
IECEx are heavily involved within the CASCO WG19 with the previous IECEx Chairman as its convener. The acting IECEx Chairman also continues to provide input. CAB should provide an endorsement of and commitment to the principles of Peer assessment on behalf of the schemes.

b)
IECEx supports the concept of active collaboration between peer assessment and accreditation systems, on a sector by sector basis.

Supplier’s declaration

a)
Products covered by IECEx are subject to heavy regulations and therefore IECEx does not see at this time the benefit of SdoC without the involvement of independent testing/certification bodies.

Manufacturer’s Facilities and Processes

a)
IECEx does not exclude the use of manufacturers facilities but needs to provide procedures to facilitate their use in the Scheme.

Standards

IECEx already has close liaison with TC 31 and SCs. IECEx is prepared to establish similar liaison with other TCs relevant to its scope. There is a proposal under consideration for this to be extended to Maintenance Teams. The specialised field of Ex facilitates such liaison.

Testing

a)
Acceptance of the results from Ex Test Labs is part of the IECEx Scheme Rules. IECEx will consider the concept of recognition of 1st and 2nd party test results.

Certification

a)
While IECEx utilises facilities such as the Internet, brochures and occasional presentations, these provide very limited results. The schemes need support from within IEC noting that by promoting the schemes this is also promoting the IEC Standardisation, harmonisation and implementation of International Standards. IEC/CAB should assist the schemes in promoting the value of 3rd party certification.

Marking

One of the primary objectives of IECEx has been the introduction of an International Mark of Conformity for Ex products. This objective is actively supported by the work of IECEx WG 8. 

IECEx is actively pursuing the implementation of a single mark for Ex products. 

IECEx is participating in CAB WG 7 which is dedicated to this issue.
	IECEx continue to utilise the Peer Assessment model of laboratory and Certification Body assessment and evaluation while maintaining the use of acceptable national accreditation.

No Change to the IECEx position regarding:-

Suppliers declaration

Manufacturers test facilities

Standards

Testing 

Certification

Marking
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	Encourage the Schemes to include ITAs and PASs and other potential new deliverables within their scopes as required by the market, through:

a)
Applying reasonable analysis to all proposals for new conformity assessment services relating to ITAs and PASs for: 

· Market need and relevance,

· Commercial viability, 

· Technical merit.
	IECEx does not consider that at present ITAs and PASs generated from industry are appropriate for the IECEx Scheme given that, in most countries, Ex is a heavily regulated field.
	The IECEx position regarding the use of ITAs and PAS remains unchanged

	6
	Include direct customer industry representation in the management of schemes, through:

a)
Including industry representation on management committees, and

b)
Carrying out periodic customer satisfaction surveys.
	a)
To date there has been some industry representation on the management committee and WGs, however funding and time have been limiting factors.

b)
IECEx will carry out period stakeholder surveys which will include feedback on customer satisfaction.
	While Industry is represented via the National Member Body, Sector industry representation has been invited to the 2003 IECEx Budapest meeting, via

-IEASA

-ICSCA

IECEx notes with interest an increasing level of industry inquiries concerning IECEx

	7
	Promote world-wide acceptance by IEC Member and non-IEC Member Countries through interaction with WTO and intergovernmental bodies, by:

a)
Implementing a communications program on the conformity assessment successes delivered by the schemes,

b)
Promoting  capacity of the schemes to support portable conformity assessment for the regulatory environment and in voluntary conformity assessment on a sector basis,

c)
Promoting acceptance of the schemes in inter-government MRAs,


d)
IEC taking a more active approach to promoting utilisation of the  Schemes as the source of conformity assessment results, 

e)
Demonstrating the role of the schemes in supporting regulatory reform, and

f)
Ensuring adequate financial resources for promotional campaigns.
	IEC and CAB Leadership is needed to establish contact and communication with WTO


a)
IECEx will make greater use of the scheme’s web sites in promoting success stories.


b) and c) Given that Ex products are the subject of heavy regulations, in most countries, IECEx are already addressing this issue through IECEx WG8, formed during the ExMC Bern 2001 meeting.



d)
There needs to be a two platform approach with IEC promoting Schemes in the same manner as Standards activities. The schemes could use their own promotional means at the operational level, e.g. among manufacturers and users.

e)
IECEx provides a sound vehicle for regulatory reform in the field of Ex.


f)
Despite IECEx now being in a sound financial position, it cannot cover major marketing plans, as envisaged by comment. Financial assistance from IEC is needed to cover such promotional campaigns.
	Expansion and improvements made to the IECEx including the new “IECEx On-Line Certificate System with FULL public access.

Promotion of IECEx in the Regulatory Sector has led to acceptance of invitations for Ex Regulators to attend 2003 IECEx meetings.

While IECEx Offiocers and Members are actively involved in IECEx promotion through such vehicles as IEEE, PCIC, ICSCA, ExNBG and APEC as well as at National Level by IECEx Members, IECEx feels that any major marketing plans, eg WTO should covered by the overall IEC marketing plans and strategy. 
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