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Introduction

This document provides a preliminary report to CAB for the October 2003 Montreal meeting.  A further report will delivered at the Montreal CAB meeting to report on outcomes of the 2003 IECEx Budapest meetings.

This document is issued to ExMC Members for information purposes only. 
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For Certification to Standards for Explosive Atmospheres (IECEx)


PRELIMINARY REPORT TO CAB – August 2003

(Prior to IECEx October 2003, Budapest Meetings) 

Matters for CAB Decision

Finance

· IECEx 2002 Accounts - CAB/428/DV

· IECEx 2004 Budget – CAB/429/DV

The above documents are to be discussed during the October 2003 IECEx meetings but have been provided, in advance, to CAB members for their information.  

ITEMS FOR THE INFORMATION OF CAB MEMBERS

General Information

Membership:

· Member Bodies – 22 countries (no change) 

· Accepted Certification Bodies (ACB) – 17 from 12 countries (possibly more during the October 2003 ExMC meeting)

· Accepted Ex Test Laboratories – 18 from 12 countries (possibly more during the October 2003 ExMC meeting)

· Further ACB and ExTLs from 8 countries have applied (2 applications for ExCB and ExTL status have been received since last CAB meeting)

Meetings 

2003 IECEx meetings program from 6 – 10 October 2003, in Budapest and includes 

	Date
	Event

	Sunday 5 October 2003 
	Joint WG1, Revision of IECEx Rules and WG5, Quality system requirements, meeting

	Monday 6 October 2003
	IECEx Industry Seminar

	Tuesday 7 October 2003
	ExTAG Training Workshop

	Wednesday 8 October 2003
	ExTAG Technical Meeting

	Thu + Fri 9+10 October 2003
	ExMC meeting


A report on the outcomes of these events will be provided during the Montreal CAB Meeting.

IECEx Activities since last CAB Meeting

IECEx 02 – Rules New Edition.

Revised edition of the IECEx 02 Rules are now available.  In line with previous CAB request, these rules are available free of charge to industry by either download from the IECEx Website or thru the IEC Webstore.  Major changes incorporated into the revised edition include:

· Implementation of the complete phase of the IECEx Scheme enabling the issue of IECEx Certificates of Conformity by all IECEx Certification Bodies

· Change in terminology to identify IECEx Certification Bodies as ExCBs rather than ACBs.

· Alignment of the roles of Testing and Assessment with ISO/IEC 17025

· Strengthening of the requirements for the issuing of an IECEx Certificate of Conformity to be based on both the issue of an IECEx Test Report plus an IECEx Quality Assessment Report

· Clarification of manufacturer’s quality system requirements

· Other editorial improvements aimed at providing greater clarity of requirements.

New IECEx Internet Based “On-Line” Certificates of Conformity

With implementation of the complete phase of the IECEx Scheme and the previous decision to provide for electronic certificates, an internet based system for the generation, issue and retrieval of IECEx Certificates of Conformity was developed and then launched during August 2003.  The system was modeled on the concept used by the IECEE but expanded to satisfy the needs of the International Ex industry and ensure compliance with requirements of ISO/IEC Guide 65 and IEC TC 31 Technical Standards and includes:

· Full access to view and print IECEx Certificates of Conformity by industry, government and other Ex stakeholders

· The Internet copy remains the original and protected by password protocols

· Certificates are provided with an identification of their status, conditions and unique Certification number, in accordance with TC 31 Standards

· Full search functions available to industry including downloading of an Excel file containing details of certificates.

· New Operational Documents including a comprehensive IECEx Operations Manual have been developed to provide IECEx Certification Bodies and industry with a clear an unambiguous guide to the systems use and the stages for gaining IECEx Certificates of Conformity.

· First IECEx Certificate of Conformity issued by ITS of UK during August 2003

Liaison with IECEx Stakeholders – since last CAB Meeting

· IECEx attendance at the 2003 ATEX ExNB Group meeting in Brussels 

· IECEx Presentation during the 10th ICSCA meeting in Tokyo, with a resolution passed supporting IECEx as a future model for conformity assessment in specialized sectors.

Dr Uwe Klausmeyer

Chairman IECEx
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