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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SCHEME

FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SCHEME)

For Information of Members of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC and 

IECEx Testing and Assessment Group, ExTAG

IECQ Secretariat   
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Dear Colleagues,

I wish to inform you that following discussions with the IECEx Chairman, IECQ Chairman and the IEC General Secretary, I have taken the decision to accept the appointment of IECQ Secretary, on an interim basis, pending approval from CAB.  

This appointment takes effect from 1 September 2005 and does not impact on my role, commitment or enthusiasm for the IECEx Scheme and therefore will continue to serve the IECEx Scheme, its members and stakeholders.  This appointment is in line with the new IECQ approved business plan and also coincides with the pending retirement of Richard Kay, current IECQ Secretary, later next year.

My role as IECQ Secretary is to operate as the IECQ Managing Secretary with both dedicated Administrative Support as well as Technical Support, with Richard Kay agreeing to take on the role of specialist consultant/advisor as “IECQ Secretariat – Technical Support”

Implementing this change now allows both IECQ and myself to tap into the immense wealth of knowledge and experience that Richard has gathered during his long and distinguished career with IEC.  I would also mention that Richard was instrumental in assisting IECEx get off the ground in those early years and served as the IECEx Secretary during the first Meeting of the IECEx Management Committee, in London 1996.

It must be stressed that this appointment is in no way an attempt to consolidate or combine the IECEx and IECQ Schemes.  Each must continue to operate under the direction of their respective Management Committees as stand alone business units in serving their unique customer bases.

I will continue to operate from our Sydney Office, along with Christine Kane, on IECEx matters but will continue to visit IEC Central Office on a regular basis.  It is also timely to mention that we have secured additional IECEx part-time resources via Mr Wal Robson, formerly of Standards Australia.  Some may remember Wal from the early days of the IECEx Management Committee meetings.  Wal’s engagement is on a part-time basis and within the constraints of the IECEx budget.    
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My decision to accept this appointment was based on various matters such as:-

· Agreement to engage technical support, that is in addition to the excellent Administrative support;

· The close synergies between IECEx and IECQ, noting that both are quality based Conformity Assessment Programs;

· IECEx has previously identified itself as a potential user of IECQ services, e.g Electronic Component and Sub-assembly Supplier verification and others;

· The large technical focus of specialized components and assemblies by both Schemes;

· The application and Management of Quality Management System assessment and auditing;

· Expansion into emerging key market areas

The ability to combine activities where travel is involved mean real cost savings are also possible, an important element when developing new business for each of the Schemes.

I re-iterate my commitment to IECEx and its members and look forward to your continued support as we move closer to achieving our vision for IECEx as  “The Global Centre of Excellence in the Ex Field”.

I look forward to seeing you in Buxton and a productive series of IECEx meetings.

With kind regards

Chris Agius

Secretary IECEx

