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Introduction

The attached is a report on the ExMarkCo meeting held on 21st May 2015 in Toronto.

Members are asked to note this report in preparation for the ExMC meeting in Christchurch on 17th and 18th September 2015.
Chris Agius

IECEx Executive Secretary

	Visiting address:

IECEx Secretariat 

Level 33 Australia Square
264 George Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Australia
	Contact Details:

Tel:  +61 2 4628 4690
Fax: +61 2 4627 5285
E-mail: info@iecex.com

http://www.iecex.com



	


INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx System)

MEETING REPORT

Meeting of the IECEx Mark Committee (ExMarkCo)
held in Toronto, Canada on Thursday 21st May 2015 

at QPS Evaluation Services  (commencing at 9:00 a.m. for a half day) 
Attendance:  


Mr Chris Agius (CA)
IECEx Executive Secretary & stand-in Chairman

Prof Xu Jianping 
IECEx TAG Chair and NEPSI (CN)



Mr Ralph Wigg (RW)
ExPCC Vice Chair and E-x Solutions Intl Pty Ltd (AU)


Mr Roger Jones (RJ)
National Oilwell Varco (GB)


Mr Paul Meanwell (PM)
South African Flameproof Association (ZA)  

Mr Julien Gauthier
ExTAG Secretary and LCIE Bureau Veritas (FR)


Mr Risto Sulonen (RS)
VTT Expert Services (FI)


Mr Ulrich Jacobs (UJ)
TÜV SÜD Product Service GmbH (DE)


Mr Mark Amos (MA) 
IECEx Secretariat

Mr David Turner 
Simtars [Observer]


Mr Allan Ogden
SGS Baseefa [Observer]


Mr Andy Smith
SIRA [Observer]

Apologies:


Mr Timothy Duffy 
IECEx ExMarkCo Chairman

Prof Dr Thorsten Arnhold
IECEx Chairman


Dr Alexander Zalogin
IECEx Vice Chairman and NANIO CCVE


Dr Uwe Klausmeyer
Immediate Past IECEx Chairman


Mr John Allen (JA)
ExPCC Chair and Sheppard Engineering (GB)


Mr Li Jiang (LJ)
Warom Technology Group (CN)


Ms Dalia El Tawy (DT)
Solar Turbines Inc (USA)


Mr Jacques Lavaud (JL)
TOTAL Exploration and Production (FR)

Mr Klaus Lorenz (KL)
TÜV SÜD Product Service GmbH (DE)


Mr Theo Pijpker
DEKRA (NL)


Mr David Chirdon (DC)
MSHA (USA)

Mr Halim Hafiz (HH)
PETRONAS
AGENDA
	SUBJECT

	1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 
The Meeting was opened at 9:00 a.m. and chaired by Mr Agius in the absence of Mr Duffy as an apology, followed by self-introduction of all participants.



	2. APOLOGIES
Members noted the apologies as listed above and endorsed the presence of observers. 



	3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Members considered and approved the draft agenda without the addition of other items.



	4. CONSTITUTION
Members noted the membership of the ExMarkCo and its terms of reference as per IECEx 01 Basic Rules - Document noted:  ExMarkCo/01K/Inf  and agreed to a number of changes as detailed in the Action below:

ACTION #1: Secretariat to update list membership list to 
· reflect change to the IECEx Executive
· add a category for Training Providers

· revise the title of Repairer category to Service Providers (with the addition of Roger Jones in addition to his representation as a Manufacturer)

· replace Klaus Lorenz with Ulrich Jacobs

and 

· invite Karsten Moholt to nominate a representative in the Service Provider category

· investigate the publication of this list as a page on www.iecex.com (as opposed to a separate document)
Members were reminded to forward nominations for membership vacancies of the ExMarkCo to the Secretariat. 



	5. Ex CERTIFYING BODIES EXCBS) FOR THE IECEx MARK

5.1  LIST OF CURRENTLY AUTHORISED ExCBs OD 001 

Members noted the details on-line at http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/OD001.asp (members area) and at http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/bodies3.asp?id=5 (Public area)

Australia 
TestSafe, SIMTARS

Finland 
VTT

France  
LCIE, INERIS

Germany 
TUV SUD PS, PTB

Hungary 
BKI

Netherlands                 DEKRA

Norway 
Presafe

United Kingdom
SGS Baseefa, ITS, SIRA, CML
USA                             UL
Mr Meanwell noted that the list of ExCBs represented above is a small proportion of all ExCBs and suggested that activity in the use of the IEC Mark would likely increase if 02 Scheme ExCBs were automatically accepted in the 04 Scheme.  In response the IECEx Secretary advised that this would require the conditions of acceptance for the 02 Scheme to be revised to add those of the 04 Scheme.  It was then agreed by the meeting that a proposal that all existing and future applicant 02 Scheme ExCBs be required to satisfy both 02 and 04 Rules of Procedure NOT be presented to the ExMC at this time.

Mr Jones commented that there is a need to both explain and promote the IECEx Mark Scheme to manufacturers. He also advised that the ‘business case’ for obtaining a Mark License is not well understood by decision makers within manufacturers.  

Mr Meanwell reminded the meeting of a discussion at the 2013 Buxton ExMarkCo meeting regarding the need for an extra day of auditing where manufacturers also holding Mark Licenses and suggested that this is a deterrent to growth of the Mark Scheme and also that the costs of this are not offset by the benefits (as understood by the manufacturer). 

Mr Gauthier suggested that there may be confusion (and a lack of ‘differentiation’ / additional value) arising from the similarity of the Mark and the IECEx logo (that the market does look for as an indication of certification). Hence he suggested that the provision to use the IECEx logo should be withdrawn, thereby forcing manufacturers to have Mark Licenses.   In response the meeting suggested that such a proposal could cause more damage to the IECEx brand than would be offset by growth of use of the IECEx Mark. 

Following discussion on the above points the following Actions were agreed:

ACTION #2: Secretariat to propose to ExTAG that 04 Scheme ExCBs be asked to survey their IECEx Mark licensees regarding their views on (1) the benefits of the IECEx Mark, (2) barriers to growth, and (3) suggestions for growing the IECEx Mark Scheme. 
ACTION #3: ExMarkCo members to prepare for a “Think Tank” on the matters raised above – this Think Tank may, time permitting, meet in Christchurch NZ in September 2015 or in conjunction with the 2016 meeting of ExMarkCo.

5.2 LIST OF CANDIDATE ExCBs and STATUS

Members noted that there are no Applicant ExCBs for the IECEx Conformity Mark as at 21st May 2015.


	6. ExMarkCo MEETING NO. 7, Dubai, 22nd May 2014.
Report on the Status of Actions Items arising from previous meetings
Members received a report from the Secretariat on the status of Action Items detailed in the report on the IECEx ExMarkCo Meeting held in Dubai on 22nd May 2014 (refer Appendix A to the Agenda for status) – this report was presented to the 2014 meeting of the ExMC as ExMC/944/R.

In response to Action items 4.5 and 11.2, the following Actions were agreed:

ACTION #4: regarding Action Item 4.5 in ExMC/944/R, Mr Jones to provide a contact at US Petroleum Institute.

ACTION #5: regarding Action Item 11.2, the IECEx Executive to consider the matter of confidentiality agreements at their 2015 meeting. 


	5.  ACTION ITEMS REFERRED TO THE IECEX EXMARKCO FOR CONSIDERATION:

· Nil from 2014 Dubai IECEx Executive Meeting

· Nil from ExMC 2014 Meeting in The Hague (refer ExMC/976A/RM)

	8. Current IECEx CONFORMITY MARK SCHEME DOCUMENTS for noting:

Members noted, without comment, questions or suggestions for improvements, the following list of documents relevant to the ExMark System

· IECEx 04 Ed. 1.0 – IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System – Regulations
· IECEx 01B Ed. 2.0 – Guidance for the use of the IECEx Logo 
· IECEx 04A Ed 2.0 – Guidance for making applications for and use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 
· OD 422 Ed. 1.0 (2012-03) – Rules and Procedures for the granting of Licenses to issue and use the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· OD 023 V1 (2007-10) – Terms and Conditions for use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· IECEx OD 011-4 Ed.1.3 - Guidance on Use of the IECEx Internet based “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity System (Part 4: Creating IECEx Conformity Mark Licenses) 


	9. Proposed Amendment to OD 422 Edition 1.0
Members discussed a proposed from DEKRA for an amendment to OD 422 Edition 1.0, Clause 1.2 b) as follows:

The ExCB may only grant an IECEx Conformity Mark License to holders of an IECEx Certificate of Conformity which they have issued. Any IECEx Certificate of Conformity which is issued by another ExCB is excluded. 
and agreed that this proposal is NOT supported but acknowledged that there is perhaps a need to clarify the intent of the current text – in response the following Action was agreed:

ACTION #6: Members to review all documents listed in Item #8 above and advise the Secretariat of concerns and proposed changes to these before the next ExMarkCo meeting. 


	10. CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT
Members noted advice from the IECEx Secretary that the IECEx Executive will, as per the Action #5 above, discuss this at their meeting on 23rd May 2015.



	11.  USE AND MISSUSE OF IECEx MARK AND LOGO – Report from Secretariat 

Members, in noting an outline by the Secretary of the proactive monitoring and response processes employed by the IECEx Secretariat, also noted an observation from Mr Gauthier that the use of ‘half’ of the IECEx logo is common despite the clear requirements in IECEx Guide 01B.



	12.  CAB ISSUES CONCERNING IECEx CONFORMITY MARK 

Secretary reported that there are currently no CAB Issues relating to misuse of the IECEx Mark and Logo.



	13.   IECEx MARK LICENCE AGREEMENT RENEWALS
Members noted, without comment or questions, the following status, as @ 21st May 2015, of IECEx Conformity Mark License Agreements:

· Awaiting replies from Presafe and TUV SUD on updated and revised agreements

· All other agreements are current however several ExCBs will require renewals in 2016.



	14. PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES AND MARKETING OF THE IECEx MARK:

Members noted a verbal report from the IECEx Secretary on recent and planned Promotional Events.


	15. OTHER BUSINESS

Nil.


	16. NEXT MEETING

Members agreed to convene the next meeting of the ExMarkCo at UL in Northbrook, IL, USA on 26th May 2016.



	17. CLOSE @ 11:15 a.m.
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