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INTRODUCTION

The attached document, prepared by Mr.  Ron Sinclair,  Convenor of the  ExTAG Task Group “The appropriate use of the suffix letters “X” and “U” and the associated wording for use on Certificates”, is presented for discussion and consideration during the 2015 ExTAG Christchurch meeting.

Members are requested to consider the proposal ahead of the ExTAG meeting.
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COLLECTION OF IECEx / ExTAG DECISION

	Standard:
IEC 60079-0:2011 


	Clause:  

3.52, 3.53, 13.5,  29.3 e) and
29.9 g)
	

	Subject:

“X” Specific Condition of Use
“U” Schedule of Limitations
Status of document: 

Preliminary Draft
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Originator of proposal: “UX” Task Group Convenor
TC/SC involved: 
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	Background Information: Concern has been expressed from more than one source regarding misuse and misunderstanding of the essential difference between the meaning attributed to the symbols “U” and “X” as a suffix to a certificate number.  Although much of the evidence has come from the European market in the context of the ATEX Directive, where there is an ongoing market surveillance of the use and misuse of certificates, it is believed that the problems apply equally in the context of IECEx, where there is no comparable direct surveillance activity.  

Of primary concern are the following:
1. Some certification bodies have used “X” rather than “U” in a way that allows the installer of the equipment to effectively complete the certification activity.

2. Installers are misunderstanding the meaning of “U” and directly installing components without anyone taking responsibility for certification of the complete equipment.  This is particularly prevalent in the case of “U” component enclosures.  In the most recent editions of IEC 60079-1 and IEC 60079-7, the standards now require that such component enclosures should only be marked on the inside, in an attempt to prevent such a practice.  In the latest edition of IEC 60079-0 the restrictive nature of a “U” certificate has been made overt at clause 13.5, in a way which was, perhaps, not absolutely clear in previous editions, even though the intent was the same.
3. Although IEC 60079-0 requires the issue of a certificate to cover the assembly of “U” components into an equipment, this does not have to be as a result of certification (which is defined as a third party activity).  It is permitted that a manufacturer can issue his own first party certificate and this may, or may not, be based on the use of components having IECEx certificates.  The concern is that such a first party certificate referring to IECEx component certificates may give a false impression that the complete equipment has been subject to IECEx certification.
Exceptions: It is noted that, historically, there are two areas where the market has used wording in the standards to justify completion of the final equipment by the installer.

a) Completion of the final IP54 enclosure for Ex nA equipment by the installation.  This is covered by IECEx ExTAG Decision Sheet 2014/004

b) Completion of an Ex p system with the installer choosing the Ex p controller.  This is overtly permitted by IEC 60079-2 but not by IEC 60079-14, which presupposes that the system is certified as an entity.

Actions:

1. The recording of an IECEx Decision confirming the application of “U” and “X” in line with IEC 60079-0 clause 13.5.  See below.

2. A variation in the wording of an IECEx Certificate to automatically add the following (based on similar wording used for ATEX Component Certificates) when a “U” certificate is drafted:

“The sign “U” is placed after the certificate number to indicate that the certificate has been issued for an Ex Component in accordance with IEC 60079-0 clause 13.  It indicates that this certificate must not be mistaken for a certificate intended for equipment.  This partial certification may be used as a basis for certification of equipment.”

3. Request IEC TC31 to consider the exceptions listed above as to whether a change in wording is required.
4. As a future activity, consider how information can be promulgated to manufacturers, installers and users in order to minimise misunderstandings and misuse of “U” and “X”.

IECEx ExTAG Decision:

1. All IECEx ExTLs and ExCBs shall pay strict attention to the wording of IEC 60079-0:2011 clause 13.5, even if certification relates to other editions of the standard.

2. The suffix “X” and “Specific Conditions of Use” shall only be used where permitted by the standards or to provide additional information relating to an installation that may not be covered specifically by IEC 60079-14.  They shall not be used to allow the installer or user to complete the certification process, such as by performing temperature testing and allocation of a Temperature Class.  In all such cases, a “U” certificate shall be issued and the “Schedule of Limitations” shall explain any necessary further testing that needs to be performed before a full equipment certificate can be issued.



Note: This decision sheet has been drafted based on discussions at a meeting of the “UX” Task Group but, because of time constraints, has not been sent to the Task Group for comment prior to submission for discussion at the Christchurch meeting.  As such, it has been marked as a preliminary draft, with the anticipation that others may wish to add to its development.
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