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Introduction
This document provides a report, prepared by the Convenor of the ExTAG Task Group Amalgamation of Decision Sheets, Mr. John Watt, of the activities of the ExTAG Task Group since the 2013 IECEx System meetings in Fortaleza, Brazil.

This report is submitted for consideration at the 2014 IECEx System Testing & Assessment Group (ExTAG) meeting to be held in The Hague, The Netherlands.
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1 Description / Scope

This Task Group was convened to amalgamate into one ExTAG Decision Sheet any ExTAG Decision Sheets that cover the subject of assessing assemblies of end-product Ex Equipment that incorporate Ex Components, other Ex Equipment, or both.
2 Membership

Mr. John Watt, Convenor (TestSafe Australia)
Ms. Katy Holdredge (Underwriters Laboratories, Hazardous Locations)
Mr. Thierry Houeix (INERIS)
Mr. Karel Neleman (BARTEC)
Mr. Ron Sinclair (SGS Baseefa) 
Mr. Rudolf Pommé (DEKRA Certification Services)
Mr. Risto Sulonen (VVT Expert Services Ltd)
3 Meetings

The inaugural meeting of the Task Group was held during the 2013 IECEx System meetings in Fortaleza (Brazil). No meetings have been held since the 2013 IECEx System meetings.

4 Primary tasks
At the inaugural meeting, the Task Group developed the following strategy for achieving the objective of consolidating the existing draft ExTAG Decision Sheets, ExTAG/293/CD (replaced by ExTAG DS 2014/001) and ExTAG/243D/CD, into a single ExTAG Decision Sheet.
a) Maintain content of:
ExTAG/293/CD (ExMC WG 01)
Draft Decision Sheet – Treatment of Ex Components covered by Certificates issued to older editions of Standards
b) Create consensus in the Task Group for the correct content of:
ExTAG/243D/CD (TestSafe, ExTAG)
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – What Standards must be listed on page 2 of the IECEx Certificate?
c) Amalgamate the documents mentioned in items a) and b), above.

5 Proposal for expansion of scope of activities
Currently, there are two other ExTAG Decision Sheets that exist, which relate to the subject of assessing assemblies of Ex Equipment that incorporate Ex Components, other Ex Equipment, or both. 
These are:

d) ExTAG DS 2012/008 (based on 2006/002) – Use of IECEx Certified Components.

e) ExTAG DS 2004/006A (rev. 2010) – Procedures for use of components on end products not covered by an ExTR.
The proposal is to merge these Decision Sheets, without changing their content (where possible), into the amalgamated document mentioned under section 4, above, with the objective of replacing the four existing original/draft Decision Sheets.   
6 Issues
While attempting to amalgamate ExTAG DS 2014/001 (formerly ExTAG/293/CD) and ExTAG/243D/CD, the Task Group identified the following issues:

f) It is a requirement of the IECEx Scheme that a new CoC can only be issued to the current edition, or one edition prior to the current edition, of the relevant Ex Standards.

g) IECEx OD 011-2, clause 1.2.18 (Standards), states: “The ExCB can only add to the CoC those Standards that are within the approved scope of the ExCB.” 

h) The CoC can only list Standards for Ex protection techniques and products that have been covered in the QAR(s) for the manufacturing location(s) of the end-product Ex Equipment.

i) An ExCB would not be competent to perform a study of the technical changes between editions of Standards, or to carry out a re-evaluation, for Standards that are outside of their scope.

Consequently, the above issues directly impact on the validity of both ExTAG DS 2014/001 and ExTAG/243D/CD. Furthermore, to insist that an ExCB must carry out a study or re-evaluation of an incorporated Ex Component/Ex Equipment, which is certified to earlier editions of Standards, would be unworkable and unfair to both the end-product Ex Equipment manufacturer and the manufacturer of the incorporated Ex Component/Ex Equipment. It may also undermine the whole concept of Ex Component certification itself. In addition, unless a requirement in an earlier edition of a Standard was the subject of a safety concern, then there should be no barriers to deter end-product Ex Equipment manufacturers from using Ex Components/Ex Equipment certified to earlier editions of Standards.
The listing of Standards, including earlier editions of Standards, that may apply to any incorporated Ex Components/Ex Equipment will often create problems, especially where certification was to earlier editions of Standards or when additional types of protection are introduced into the end-product Ex Equipment by the incorporation of these Ex Components/Ex Equipment, which may fall outside of the scope of the ExCB issuing the CoC for the end-product or the QAR(s) for the end-product’s manufacturing location(s). The important factor for the end-product Ex Equipment is how the interfacing of these items with the end-product Ex Equipment was evaluated and was found to comply with the Standards listed on page 2 of the CoC. In any case, the incorporated Ex Components/Ex Equipment already have their own CoCs, so why should we attempt to duplicate the information relating to Standards and their editions for these items in the CoC for the end-product Ex Equipment?  
7 Outcomes
As a result of the issues identified in section 6, the preparation of a draft Decision Sheet amalgamating ExTAG DS 2014/001 and ExTAG/243D/CD was abandoned. In its place, an alternative draft Decision Sheet, EXTAG/331/CD, complying with the IECEx rules and procedures, was developed. 
8 Conclusions 
When an end-product Ex Equipment incorporates Ex Components, other Ex Equipment, or both, the Standards that an ExCB can list on page 2 of a new (Issue 0) CoC for the end-product Ex Equipment must only be those Standards that are within the approved scope of the ExCB, are listed on page 1 of the ExTR Cover for the end-product Ex Equipment and are the current edition, or one edition prior to the current edition, of the relevant Ex Standards. In addition, the CoC can only list Standards for Ex protection techniques that relate to the parts of the end-product Ex Equipment where their manufacture and assembly is directly under the control of the end-product Ex Equipment manufacturer and that have been covered in the QAR(s) for the manufacturing location(s) of the end-product Ex Equipment.
9 Recommendations

It is proposed that the following recommendations be considered by the ExTAG members attending the 2014 ExTAG meeting in The Hague:

j) That the proposed draft Decision Sheet ExTAG/331/CD be adopted as a new ExTAG Decision Sheet, as it appropriately addresses the issues raised in section 6 of this report. 
k) That, subject to the adoption of recommendation a), above, both ExTAG Decision Sheets ExTAG DS 2014/001 and ExTAG/243D/CD be withdrawn, as the issues raised in section 6 of this report directly impact on the validity of both documents.
l) That, subject to the adoption of recommendation a), above, the ExTAG Task Group Amalgamation of Decision Sheets be granted approval to continue with the merging of ExTAG DS 2012/008 and ExTAG DS 2004/006A into the new ExTAG Decision Sheet (ExTAG/331/CD), with the objective of replacing all existing Decision Sheets with a single Decision Sheet covering end-product Ex Equipment having incorporated Ex Components, Ex Equipment, or both. 

*****End of Report*******
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