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INTRODUCTION

This discussion paper has been prepared to raise the issue of ExTRs covering partial testing and is part of the discussions relating to the revision of OD 010.
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Topic for discussion at ExTAG
Proposed addition to:

OD 010 “Guidance for the Preparation of IECEx Test Reports etc.”
Background:

During this past year questions have arisen concerning how reporting might be conducted when testing of equipment is split between two ExTLs.  This may happen, for example, where the particular equipment is outside the physical capability of the leading ExTL, and one or two tests need to be done elsewhere.  (This might be because of size limitations of environmental or dust chambers; or because of test scheduling difficulties).
Currently, OD10 is silent on this issue, but it is logical that such a process should be permitted within the IECEx System.  The concept of a “partial” ExTR is already in use, in connection with supplementary testing and certification when equipment is modified.

Noting that it may be desirable to review OD010 in light of changes in the way that some ExTR masters are now drafted, and that on-line registering of ExTRs has been introduced since June 2003, the following text is offered as a starting point for discussion at ExTAG in Berlin.  It may be that, in revising the document, an alternative structure is thought appropriate.

X .  ExTRs recording partial testing

X.1
Partial testing and assessment may be appropriate under two different circumstances:

X.1.1
Where existing equipment is being modified and submitted for reassessment.



X.1.1.1
When the modification is submitted to the same ExTL/ExCB as performed the original assessment, or; 



X.1.1.2 When the modification is submitted to a different ExTL/ExCB than performed the original assessment.


OR
X.1.2
Where any equipment has its testing split between two separate ExTLs and the “sub-contractor” ExTL submits its test report to the “sub-contracting” ExTL.
X.2
In both cases the front sheet and introduction to the report should clearly specify the reason for the partial testing (and assessment) and indicate the limit of the testing (and assessment) undertaken.

Where the ExTR records partial testing for onward transmission to the ExTL responsible for the full acceptance of the equipment, the cover sheet is to be signed by the ExCB associated with the ExTL conducting the partial testing.

Note:
A “sub-contractor” / “sub-contracting” relationship is required to coordinate the overall testing activity, but this does not prevent the customer from contracting and paying each ExTL/ExCB separately.

X.3
When an ExTR covering only partial testing (and assessment) is registered on the on-line database, it should be clear, either by referring through a link to a certificate having an issue level greater than 0, or through information in the Comment field, that the ExTR does not cover a full assessment.
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