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INTRODUCTION
This document is a compilation of comments received on proposed Draft Decision Sheet  ExTAG/160/CD Draft Decision Sheet - Sealing test of cable glands - IEC 60079-1 6th Edition 2007.  A revised Draft Decision Sheet, ExTAG/160A/CD, taking these comments into account, has been prepared for circulation and final review.  
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	Member Body
	Clause/ Subclause
	Paragraph Figure/ Table
	Type of 

comment 

General/technical/

editorial
	COMMENTS
	Proposed change
	See ExTAG/160A/CD which has been prepared taking these comments into account

	FM Approvals LLC

(EU)
	
	
	General
	This proposed decision also affects the interpretation of Clause A.3.1 of IEC 60079-0:2007 for “e” or “t” cable glands

	Include this additional standard reference in the DS, if published.
	

	FM Approvals Ltd

(US)


	
	
	Editorial
	This proposed decision also affects the interpretation of Clause A.3.1 of IEC 60079-0:2007 so we feel that it should also be addressed by reference to this standard as well as to IEC 60079-1. If the justification is valid for “d” then it would also be valid for all other concepts.

	Include reference to IEC 60079-0:2007 Clause A.3.1
	

	NANIO CCVE 

RU

	
	
	General
	We support this document as a Decision Sheet of ExTAG.


	
	

	SP
(SE)

	
	
	General
	We support the proposed Decision Sheet, for cable glands sealed by sealing rings according to C.3.1.1.

C.3.1.1 allows a torque specified by the manufacturer to be applied, before performing the sealing test for at least 10 s.


	
	

	UL (USA)

and 

UL DEMKO

(DK)

	C3.1
	
	General
	The standard requires assembly of the glands in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions, prior to thermal endurance conditioning.  The standard does not permit re-tightening or re-assembly between the thermal endurance and the other required tests.

	Permitting re-tightening or re-assembly after conditioning would constitute a new requirement, as it is a new step in the test sequence.  This should be referred to the 60079-1 maintenance team.

	

	FM
LLC
	
	
	Technical
	We do not support the proposed decision. The thermal endurance test is conducted to simulate “aging” of the non-metallic materials used in the cable gland. If the thermal endurance test causes the sealing elements to shrink such that they allow leakage during the pressure test for “d” or introduce a source of dust or water entry during sealing tests for “e” or “t”; this should be considered a failure. No r-tightening should be permitted. This is not the same scenario as a cover that would be permitted to be opened and re-closed after thermal endurance.

	
	

	FM Approvals

Ltd

(US)


	
	
	Technical
	We do not agree to the proposed decision. 

The thermal conditioning is conducted to artificially age the non-metallic materials used in the cable gland. 

The only pass fail criteria for the thermal conditioning are the subsequent tests, and in the case of cable glands the only tests that follow the thermal conditioning are the sealing and pressure tests. If this proposal is accepted, the argument could also be made that the thermal conditioning for cable glands is not necessary. The MTs have obviously felt that thermal conditioning of non-metallic materials in cables glands is necessary as demonstrated by the fact that this is a new requirement in the standards. 

If the thermal conditioning causes the sealing to loosen, and as a result the sealing test and/or pressure test can not be complied with, without re-tightening of the gland, this should be considered as a failure
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