[image: image1.png]1EC | Ecex
s




ExTAG/194/CD

May 2010


INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE 
IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)
Circulated to: ExTAG – IECEx Testing and Assessment Group 

TITLE: Draft Decision Sheet - Dated references to IEC 60079- 0 in specific protection technique parts of the IEC 60079 series

  INTRODUCTION
This proposed draft ExTAG Decision Sheet was prepared by UL, US, and is issued for your consideration. 
Please submit comments using the attached Comments Table by -

18th June 2010 to ExTAG Secretary, Mr. Michel Brenon, via

 Christine Kane
If comments have not been received by the above date this document will be published as an ExTAG Decision Sheet.
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COLLECTION OF IECEx / ExTAG DECISIONS

	Standard: 

IEC 60079-1, -2, -5, -6, -7, -11, -15 and -18


	Clauses: 

Normative references
	

	Subject:

Dated references to IEC 60079-0 in specific protection technique parts of the IEC 60079 series

Status of document: 

Draft
	Key words:

· Normative references

· General requirements

· Dated references
	Date: 2010-04-15
Originator of proposal: UL
TC/SC involved: 

IEC/TC31 and IEC/SC31G



	Background:

· While the current intent within IEC/TC 31 is to remove dated references to IEC 60079-0 from the IEC 60079 series of protection technique standards, most specific parts have not yet had a chance to fully process this intent.

· It will be years before all the necessary revisions can be published to remove these dated references due to defined maintenance cycles.

· The dated references that still exist in most of the IEC 60079 series protection technique standards are to IEC 60079-0:2004, even though the latest edition of the general requirements standard is IEC 60079-0:2007.  

· The only protection techniques with undated references right now are -6 and -18, with -15 referencing the 2007 edition.

· This complicates IECEx evaluations under the following scenarios…

1. The manufacturer is specifically requesting certification to the 2007 edition of IEC 60079-0 and the involved protection technique(s) reference the 2004 edition; or

2. The manufacturer is requesting certification to IEC 60079 series standards that involve multiple protection techniques in which these multiple protection techniques include both undated references, and dated references to the 2004 edition of IEC 60079-0.

Note: The significant differences between IEC 60079-0:2004 and IEC 60079-0:2007 are as follows...

1. Requirements for explosive dust atmospheres transferred from IEC 61241-0.

2. The marking Group “II” alone has been replaced by “IIA”, “IIB”, or “IIC” as many of the enclosure requirements are now aligned with a specific sub-group.

3. Dust groups defined as Group IIIA, IIIB and IIIC.

4. Limits for ultrasonic and electromagnetic radiation introduced.

5. Remainder of “electrostatic” requirements transferred from IEC 60079-26.

6. Equipment protection levels (EPL) introduced.

7. Transition of term from “apparatus” to “equipment” (where appropriate).

Question:

If requested by the manufacturer, can IECEx ExCBs issue IECEx ExTRs and CoCs that, for the IEC 60079-0 general requirements, only involve the 2007 edition, even if the involved specific protection technique part(s) reference the 2004 edition? 

Answer:

Yes, under the following procedure...  

· All requirements in the 2007 edition of IEC 60079-0 shall be applied and detailed in a blank ExTR for IEC 60079-0:2007.

· Reference to IEC 60079-0:2007 shall be indicated in the CoC and ExTR under the respective "Standards" sections. 

· The Cover page of the ExTR shall include a brief statement under the “General Remarks” section that reads: “IEC 60079-0:2007 was used for the general requirements at the request of the manufacturer in accordance with DS 2010/0xx, even though the involved IEC 60079 series protection technique standard(s) may reference IEC 60079-0:2004”, or equivalent.  This comment is to be included to help avoid any potential confusion on the part of a Receiving ExCB.

The only exception to this procedure would be regarding IEC 60079-11 because of the Table in the scope that links it to a specific IEC 60079-0 edition for specific exclusionary reasons.  For evaluations that involve IEC 60079-11, the referenced edition of IEC 60079-0 must always be used.

This Decision Sheet does not preclude the application of both the 2004 and 2007 editions of IEC 60079-0 as part of a single evaluation, as long as…

· All requirements in both IEC 60079-0:2004 and 2007 shall be applied.
· Blank ExTRs for both IEC 60079-0:2004 and 2007 shall be completed.
· Reference to both IEC 60079-0:2004 and 2007 shall be indicated in the CoC and ExTR under the respective "Standards" sections. 

· The Cover page of the ExTR shall include a brief statement under the “General Remarks” section that reads: “Both IEC 60079-0:2004 and 2007 were used for the general requirements at the request of the manufacturer in accordance with DS 2010/0xx, even though the involved IEC 60079 series protection technique standard(s) may not reference both”, or equivalent.  This comment is to be included to help avoid any potential confusion on the part of a Receiving ExCB.
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