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INTRODUCTION
This document contains BASEEFA’s comments on  ExTAG/145B/CD Revision to ExTAG DS2006/002– To Consider the Acceptance of Certain Types of Unspecified Ex Certified Components for Incorporating into Flameproof Ex Equipment and is issued for consideration during the ExTAG 2009 Melbourne Meeting.
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Revision of ExTAG DS 2006/002
ExTAG DS 2006/002 should be revised but not as proposed in ExTAG/145B/CD. 
ExTAG DS 2006/002 should be revised as follows:

	

	Subject: Use of IECEx Certified Components

Status of document: 
	Key words:

· procedures

· manufacturers

· components


	Decision of meeting

Date: 

Originator of 

Proposal: Baseefa


Question:   Is it possible to certify an item of Ex equipment where the equipment includes unspecified IECEx certified components?
Answer: NO. 

All devices certified as Ex Components require full and detailed consideration by the ExCB that is considering the complete equipment. This is a fundamental principle of the certification of Ex Components.

Continue as ExTAG 2006/002 beginning

“ Certifying equipment with general reference to……………………..”

Reasoning

  The definition of an Ex Component in IEC60079-0 is replicated below. 
3.20

Ex component

part of electrical equipment or a module (other than an Ex cable gland), marked with the

symbol “U”, which is not intended to be used alone and requires additional consideration
It may be the text in parenthesis that has lead to confusion. An Ex Cable Gland is NOT an Ex Component and so is not an exception as stated in the Answer section of  ExTAG DS 2006/002 and the Brief Description/Synopsis section of ExTAG145B/CB.
The definitions of Ex Cable Glands, Ex Blanking Elements and Ex Thread Adapters contained in EN60079-0 are replicated below.
3.5.4

ex cable gland

cable gland tested separately from the equipment enclosure but certified as equipment and

which can be fitted to the equipment enclosure during installation

3.19

Ex blanking element

threaded blanking element tested separately from the equipment enclosure but having an

equipment certificate and which is intended to be fitted to the equipment enclosure without

further consideration

NOTE 1 This does not preclude a Ex component certificate for blanking elements

NOTE 2 Non-threaded blanking elements are not equipment.
3.21

Ex thread adapter

thread adapter tested separately from the enclosure but having an equipment certificate and

which is intended to be fitted to the equipment enclosure without further consideration

NOTE This does not preclude a Ex component certificate for thread adapters.
The requirements for Ex Cable Glands, Ex Thread Adapters and Ex Blanking Elements have been developed and included in the standards specifically so that compliant designs need not be viewed as Ex Components and may be certified as equipment.  

Both ExTAG/145B/CD and ExTAG DS 2006/002 confuse terminology, probably as a result of the text in parenthesis in the definition in IEC60079-0 for Ex Components which is misleading. The interpretation given above clarifies the issue. Action to remove the potentially misleading text in 3.20 of IEC60079-0 should be recommended to TC31 WG22.. 
Should it be felt that other devices warrant development of requirements to allow use as equipment, the correct procedure is to develop the appropriate standards accordingly as has been done with Ex Cable Glands, Ex Thread Adapters and Ex Blanking Elements.
The ExCB that is assessing equipment that incorporates IECEx Components is responsible for ensuring that the incorporation of the IECEx Components demonstrated compliance with all the requirements of the relevant standards. Therefore the incorporated IECEx Components cannot be “unspecified”.  On the contrary, they must be fully specified.

As a general and overriding principle, reproduction of requirements in standards as notes on drawings is not compatible with product certification of design and is not in accordance with IECEx Guidance on certification drawings. 
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