[image: image1.png]1EC | Ecex
s






ExTAG/251/CC

February 2012


INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION (IEC) SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)
Title: 
Compilation of comments on ExTAG/242/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet –
Avoidance of a build-up of electrostatic charge: IEC 60079-0
Circulation to: ExTAG Members
[image: image1.png]
Introduction
This document is a compilation of comments on ExTAG/242/ Decision Sheet –
Avoidance of a build-up of electrostatic charge: IEC 60079-0. In view of the fact that only a minor editorial change was required, the ExTAG Decision Sheet DS 2012/001 has now been published on the IECEx Web Site.
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	Member Body/

Country
	Clause/ Sub-clause
	Paragraph Figure/ Table
	Type of 

comment 

General/

technical/

editorial
	COMMENTS
	Proposed change
	Observation

	DEKRA
NL
	
	
	
	DEKRA Certification B.V. supports this draft ExTAG Decision Sheet without any comments.


	
	Noted

	EXA

HR


	
	
	Technical
	We do not support the presented draft decision sheet.

Rationale for that:

Here the prevention of an explosion due to electrostatic discharge is intended to rely upon controls such as:

1 humidity (without specifying the limits),

2 protection from direct airflow (airflow is not the only possible charge generation mechanism, in the context of a draft major mechanism would be touching or cleaning as a normal, inevitable part of usage)

3 usage only in the absence of an explosive atmosphere and gas detection monitoring-such an Ex-protection approach would allow also the equipment not Ex-protected to be used in hazardous area

4 touch with an insulating object or continuous drain off electrostatic charge

In general, it is not clear how (on the basis of what specifications) and who (manufacturer, the end user?) would assess and approve the acceptability of such measures.


	
	These are only examples of means to minimize the risks from electrostatic discharge.  The implementation of these means would rely on sufficient guidance as part of the manufacturer’s instructions with respect to the actual equipment construction, along with consideration of this guidance by the end-user with respect to the actual end-application.

	FME

Approvals Ltd

(GB)


	
	
	General
	We agree with the content of the draft DS.

However to clarify that this is only for “fixed installations” add these as Key Words to the document header. The answer proposed does not apply for portable equipment.


	
	Agree

	FME

Approvals Ltd

(GB)


	
	
	General
	This draft DS only makes reference to items for Group I and Group II. Can it be extended to cover Group III. This is already specifically permitted in IEC 60079-0:2011 clause 7.4.3 d) but there is no similar permission in 

IEC 60079-0:2007


	
	As noted, the Group III requirements in the 2007 edition do not include the same permissions as the 2011 edition.  As such, this DS focuses just on Group I and II applications. 

	FM Approvals

US

(FMG)


	
	
	
	We support the ExTAG Decision as drafted.
	
	Noted
	

	INERIS

FR


	
	Last
	T
	It could be useful to refer also to the guidance document, the future IEC 60079-32-1 TS Ed. 1.0:
	Add the following text:

7. further guidance can be found in the future IEC 60079-32-1 TS Ed. 1.0.
	A revision can be proposed to this DS once the guidance document is published.

	NANIO CCVE

RU


	
	
	general
	We support ExTAG/242/CD without any comments.


	
	Noted



	UL

US
	
	
	
	UL-USA supports the proposed decision sheet.
	
	Noted

	UL/DEMKO

DK


	
	
	
	UL Demko supports this draft DS.
	
	Noted
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