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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx System)

MEETING REPORT + AGENDA

Meeting #10 of the IECEx Mark Committee (ExMarkCo)
Held at CSA Group in Hawarden, UK on Thursday 11th May 2017 
AGENDA
	SUBJECT

	1. OPENING OF THE MEETING  (Start at 8:30 a.m. on 11th May 2017 and close at 10:30AM)
The Meeting to be opened and chaired by Mr Timothy Duffy, followed by self-introduction of all participants.

Mr Duffy as ExMarkCo Chair opened the meeting at 8.30am welcoming members and called for introductions.  The Chair extended a special welcome to Mr Massey attending as Observer.  He also thanked SIRA/CSA for hosting this meeting and then reminded the meeting the role of ExMarkCo.



	2. APOLOGIES
Members to note the apologies as listed above. 

Secretariat to advise of any additional apologies received since circulation of this draft agenda.

The meeting noted apologies for non attendance.



	· Current members from the IECEx website as noted in Agenda Item 4: www.iecex.com/committee_docs/ExMarkCo_01N_Inf_Members.doc  

· Document ExMarkCo_01N_Inf_Members
· Any apologies received?



	3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Members to consider any other items for raising that are not listed on the agenda and then approve this agenda.
The agenda was approved with the addition of the item of “Exemption of the Mark” under agenda item 8 (a)


	4. CONSTITUTION
Members to note the membership of the ExMarkCo and its terms of reference as per IECEx 01 Basic Rules - Document for Noting:  ExMarkCo/01N/Inf  

Members are reminded to forward nominations for membership vacancies of the ExMarkCo to the Secretariat. 

Members to also note the ExMarkCo dedicated webpage on the IECEx site at http://www.iecex.com/exmarkco.htm 



	The meeting endorsed the current terms of reference and noted the current vacant positions as follows for reporting to ExMC: 

· Regulator Vacant Positions x 3

· Training Providers Vacant Positions x 1

The meeting noted the need to update the membership details as follows:-

Secretariat to note that Dalia Tawy is now with Siemens with different address, with Mr Massey to check on her ongoing participation.

Ulrich Jacobs phone number to be updated

VTT address to be updated.

{Secretariat Note:  These have been updated and presented in ExMarkCo/001P/INF


	5. Ex CERTIFYING BODIES EXCBS) FOR THE IECEx MARK

5.1  LIST OF CURRENTLY AUTHORISED ExCBs as per OD 001 

Available on-line http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/OD001.asp (members area) and at http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/bodies3.asp?id=5 (Public area)

Australia 
TestSafe, SIMTARS

Finland 
VTT

France  
LCIE, INERIS

Germany 
TUV SUD PS, PTB

Hungary 
BKI

Netherlands                 DEKRA, KIWA

Norway 
Presafe

United Kingdom
SGS Baseefa, ITS, SIRA, CML

USA                             UL

5.2 LIST OF CANDIDATE ExCBs and STATUS

There are no Applicant ExCBs for the IECEx Conformity Mark as at 28th March 2017.
The meeting noted the current list of ExCBs for ExMark 



	6. ExMarkCo MEETING #9, Northbrook, USA, 26th May 2016

5.1 Report on the Status of Actions Items arising from previous meetings
Members to receive a report from the Secretariat on the status of Action Items detailed in the report on the 2016 IECEx ExMarkCo Meeting held in Northbrook on 26th May 2016 (refer Appendix A to this Agenda for status)


	The meeting noted the report as presented to the IECEx Management Committee in Umhlanga 2016, as presented in ExMC/1153/R


	7.  ACTION ITEMS REFERRED TO THE IECEx ExMARKCo FOR CONSIDERATION:
· from 2016 IECEx Executive Meeting in Northbrook  - refer Action Item 11 in Appendix A to this Agenda
· from the 2016 ExMC Meeting in Umhlanga (refer ExMC/1197/RM) – refer ExMC Decision 2016/31 in ExMC/1181/DL 
Decision 2016/31

The Meeting noted the request from the ExMarkCo in ExMC/1153/R regarding the views of the wider IECEx community on the level of take up and use of the Mark Licensing system by manufacturers and agreed on the need for 

· A survey to be conducted

· Members to provide examples of promotional material

· Members to document and provide proposals for any changes to the Scheme for consideration by both ExMarkCo and ExMC


and Agenda Item 8 below

The Chair outlined the report as presented to the ExMC and noted that one of the items we touched on was the desire to obtain examples of promotion of the IECEx Mark used by any of the ExCB as well as the need to survey the market

The other item raised included the identification for any changes that we may seek to proposed to ExMC

The Chair called on Members to note these 2 items as we go forward.
Recommendation 1. to ExMC: 

While noting the current level of industry and stakeholder participation in IECEx, ExMarkCo recommends that ExMC consider ways to assist in increasing this current level especially in line with the requirement in the Harmonised Basic Rules Clause 5.1. 



	8. Discussion on results of Survey to IECEx 04 System ExCBs and their clients

Members to receive a report from the Secretariat on the summary of the responses to the survey as provided as 

· ExMarkCo/045A/R
The Chair, gave the meeting a background that led the preparation and issue of a survey.
The Chair then presented the Survey and outlined the various questions in the survey noting that the survey was split into 2 parts

Part 1 – for the ExCBs to complete

Part 2 – for the Manufacturers to complete

The Chair then explained the background to the various questions posed.

The meeting then noted the response to the survey, ExMarkCo/45A/R, being

7 ExCBs

18 Manufacturers

The Chair then called for comments on the survey with Mr Wigg advising that his view is that the information provided from the responses seemed to indicate a gross need for marketing of the Mark and perhaps a lack of understanding of the Mark itself.

Mr Wigg then mentioned the different markets and how in some markets a Mark is dominant while for IECEx we seem to focus on the Certificate.

The Chair gave a background to the previous consideration of an IEC Mark noting that for IECEE there was a clear indication that this was not wanted but for IECEx the idea of a Mark was a possible opportunity for immerging markets and not set up as a competing mark.

The Chair further commented on the background behind the desire for an IECEx Mark.  The Chair further commented on that perhaps we are seeing that the Mark may be competing with the IECEx certificate number itself, which also appears on the product.

Mr Massey advised of the approach within US noting that in the US there is a clear situation where it is the “Mark” that is being looked for as opposed to a certificate number.

Mr Massey noted that as a manufacturer that uses different ExCBs under the current rules, a manufacturer needs to apply to each of the ExCBs for a license to use the IECEx Mark, which means a manufacturer needs to deal with each of the ExCB’s procedures.

The meeting took a general discussion on the impediments to wider acceptance of the mark with the meeting noting some of the following points:

· The current need to apply to each of the ExCBs that issue the CoC

· Possibility of incorporating the CoC number as part of the Mark

· The option of making the Mark mandatory

· The limitation of label real estate

· The possibility of linking the Mark being governed by the QAR provider

·  The need for wider marketing, promotion and awareness of the Mark 

The meeting agreed for the Chair and Secretary to undertake the following:

· the meeting noted the possibility of making participation in the Mark Licensing scheme by ExCBs, mandatory.

· Explore with Central Office the change of having the Mark governed by the ExCB provider that deals with the QAR

· Explore promotion opportunities

· Possible change to the Mark / License to include the QAR provider similar to ATEX

· Secretary to review the QAR form to ensure that provision for recording audit results by ExCBs conducting the review of compliance with ODs relating to the Mark 

· Explore the possibilities for streamline the auditing of use of the Mark within ExTAG “ensuring auditing forms contain sufficient information” and review relevant ODs, eg OD 009, OD 025 

· Send a request to ExCBs to share their marketing material and developing noting the Task Group under WG 13 led by UL.

Based on the results of the survey together with the discussion of this meeting, ExMarkCo conclude that they recommend on-going operation of the Mark licensing system subject to work on suggested changes

The meeting did however indicate that they would not support continuation of the Mark License system in its current form, but did express potential value in the system which should be explored further.

Marketing material to target:

· Value to manufactures 

· Value to end users and regulators

· Assistance for ExCBs in promoting their services

Recommendation 2. to ExMC: 

As a result of the ExMarkCo analysis of the survey results, it recommends to the ExMC:

a) That IECEx continues to offer the IECEx Conformity Mark License
b) That ExMC considers ways of streamlining the current licensing process, eg by enabling an ExCB that did not issue the the IECEx Certificate of Conformity to be able to issue a Mark License to cover that CoC
c) That ExMC embark on targeted marketing and promotion of the IECEx Conformity Mark.


	8a. Exemptions.

In separate discussions, Ralph Wigg, raised a recent issue where there was some confusion with a manufacturer over using the Mark and being confused between the Mark and Marking possibility   mainly IECEx 04A Clause 1.4 and 5.5.2

Ralph Wigg agreed to prepare proposed changes for ExMarkCo to consider further.



	9. Current IECEx CONFORMITY MARK SCHEME DOCUMENTS for noting:

· IECEx 04 Ed. 1.0 – IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System – Regulations
· IECEx 01B Ed. 2.0 – Guidance for the use of the IECEx Logo 
· IECEx 04A Ed 2.0 – Guidance for making applications for and use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 
· OD 422 Ed. 1.0 (2012-03) – Rules and Procedures for the granting of Licenses to issue and use the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· OD 023 V1 (2007-10) – Terms and Conditions for use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· IECEx OD 011-4 Ed.1.3 - Guidance on Use of the IECEx Internet based “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity System (Part 4: Creating IECEx Conformity Mark Licenses) 
While no immediate changes identified at this meeting to the above documents the meeting did agree on the need to review the relevant documents to address improvements to the Mark Licensing system outlined in in 8 and 8a above, subject to ExMC agreement.


	10.  USE AND MIS-USE OF IECEx MARK AND LOGO – Report from Secretariat 

Members to identify, discuss and follow up on any cases of misuse of IECEx Mark or Logo.


	The Chair introduced this item and called on the Secretary to report of actions concerning missue of the IECEx Logo/Mark/Certificates.

The Secretary reported that Secretariat staff are proactive in checking material, both on-line and printed for such cases and noted that in most instances it is a case of ignorance and that once challenged the matters are rectified but did outline the process where this needs to be escalated including consultation with the IECEx member Body where there is such.

The meeting then noted and gave some examples for the Secretariat to investigate, eg some companies at trade shows, eg Hanover Fair.
It was also suggested that such checking should include a look at Google image by searching on IECEx and click on search “images”



	11.  CAB ISSUES CONCERNING IECEx CONFORMITY MARK 

Secretary to report on CAB Issues relating to misuse of the IECEx Mark and Logo.
Secretary informed of status regarding Source IEC and the cost to defend.  There were no other issues to raise for CAB 



	12.   IECEx MARK LICENCE AGREEMENT RENEWALS

Members to note that the following status, as @ 21st March 2016, of IECEx Conformity Mark License Agreements:

· Still waiting a reply from Presafe/ NEMKO on an updated and revised agreement

· Agreements with UL and PTB have been renewed since the 2016 ExMarkCo meeting.

The Secretary reported that License renewals between IEC and the ExCBs are up todate.


	13. PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND MARKETING OF THE IECEx MARK:

Members 

· to inform the ExMarkCo of recent and planned Promotional Events
· to note the various promotional items listed under IECEx website “News Releases at http://www.iecex.com/news_releases.htm 

· and also to consider any other promotional aspects and Marketing opportunities to promote the benefits of the IECEx Conformity Mark in support of an expansion of the IECEx Conformity Mark System.

The Chair noted that while we had already discussed this earlier, he called on Members to raise any further items, with the Secretary noting the success of the recent 2017 IECEx Shanghai event, with 400 attendees and 15 sponsors.  The meeting also noted the on-going participation by Mark Amos of the Secretariat at PCIC Middle East and the upcoming US event as part of the 2017 Washington IECEx meeting.
The meeting did note that while such events have proven successful for IECEx they did focus on the Certificate and Certification scheme with little focus on the Mark Licensing provisions.  The Secretary has taken an action to include this for future promotional opportunities.


	14. OTHER BUSINESS

Any other business not notified prior to the meeting.
No other Business other than to update action items



	15. NEXT MEETING

To consider the date and time for the next meeting.

Agreed to meet with the 2017 IECEx Operational meetings in June 2018 in Weimar, Germany


	

	16. CLOSE 
Meeting closed at 10.35, with the Chair thanking Members and SIRA/CSA for their excellent hosting


Appendix A
Status (@ 28th March 2017) of Action Items from the Northbrook Meeting of the ExMarkCo, 26th May 2016 

	Item
	Actions Arising from Decisions
	Action By Whom
	Status

	4
	ACTION:  Chairman and Secretary to reach out to Regulators that are already involved in the work of IECEx in an attempt to fill the Regulator positions.  In addition RTPs to be approached to see if there is an interest in participating on ExMarkCo 
	IECEx  Chairman and Secretary
	On-going

	6.1 
	ACTION: Secretariat to follow up on outstanding actions on:

· Survey by ExCBs of their customers concerning use of the IECEx Mark

· Follow up on a contact from the EU Commission, re R Sinclair

· Suggestions that WG13 work with the Secretary to prepare a welcome pack for new bodies and members into IECEx and that WG13’s ToR includes Marketing
	IECEx Secretariat
	From NBK meeting

	9
	ACTION: Secretariat to proceed the draft edition 3 of IECEx 01B for publication with the inclusion of Member Bodies to item 3.2
	IECEx Secretariat
	Complete

	10
	ACTION: The Chairman to report the ExMarkCo position on Confidentiality Agreements to the next ExMC meeting
	ExMarkCo Chairman
	

	11
	ACTION: Secretariat to review and follow up by contacting the respective organisations concerning their improper use of the IECEx logo
	IECEx Secretariat
	Complete / Ongoing

	14
	ACTIONS:

1. The Chairman to include in his reporting to ExMC a request for some discussion on the issue of low take up of the IECEx Conformity Mark, with the Secretary to include an agenda topic on the ExMC Agenda

2. Secretariat to prepare a survey document based on the above and any further input from ExMarkCo for the ExCBs to issue to their clients.


	ExMarkCo Chairman

IECEx Secretariat
	Complete
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