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ExTAG DECISIONS LIST
1. Opening and Welcome, ExTAG Chairman, Professor XU Jianping
 
The meeting commenced at 09.00 a.m. Tuesday 26th September 2017. 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

Decision 2017/01
Members approved the Draft Agenda of the 19th ExTAG Meeting as circulated as ExTAG/465/DA with the following additions and changes to order:
· Agenda 10.8, Document now available as ExTAG Green Paper 03

· Agenda 10.8, Document now available as ExTAG Green Paper 04

· Discussion arising from Assessor Training Session regarding the rule for use of current edition or one prior for new Certificates with respect to IEC 60079-7 and IEC 60079-15

3.
Report of the ExTAG Umhlanga Meeting 6th September 2016
3.1 
Report of the last meeting held in Umhlanga, South Africa, 6th September 2016


Decision 2017/02 

Members accepted the report from the last ExTAG Meeting held in Umhlanga, South Africa, 6th September 2016 as circulated as ExTAG/446/R

3.2
Report of the action items by the ExTAG Chairman on the ExTAG 2016 Umhlanga Meeting.

Decision 2017/03 

Members accepted the report from the ExTAG Chairman on the Action Items from the 2016 Umhlanga ExTAG Meeting as circulated as ExTAG/466/R. It was noted that further Action is required on Item 24 concerning non-attendance at ExTAG meetings and for text to be added to OD003-2. The decision was taken that the Secretariat refer this item, once again, to ExMC WG 4.
3.3
Report on 2017 ExTAG Washington Training Workshop, held Monday 25th 
September 2017 

Decision 2017/04 

Members accepted the summary report from the ExTAG Chairman and ExTAG Secretary on the main points from the 2016 ExTAG Training Workshop contained in

ExTAG(Washington/Training)05 and noted that copies of the workshop presentations are available at Washington Presentations 

4
Nomination of ExTAG Chairman


Decision 2017/05
The Meeting noted at time of closing of call for nominations circulated as ExTAG/459/Inf only one nomination was received, this being for the re-appointment of Professor Xu from China for a second three year term as provided by the IECEx 01 Basic Rules and agreed on submitting Professor Xu as the ExMC nomination for CAB approval.  

The IECEx membership acknowledges with thanks the contribution of Professor Xu in his first term.

5.  
IECEx Equipment Scheme - Overview
Decision 2017/06
Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretariat on an overview of the IECEx System’s activities since the last meeting in 2016 as detailed in the 2017 IECEx Report Card (as circulated to ExMC Members as ExMC/1234/R).The secretary advised that this will be covered in more detail during the ExMC Meeting.

6 
Technical Items for general discussion within ExTAG
6.1
Use of ISO/IEC 80079-38 

Decision 2017/07
Members noted an update on the previous Decision 2016/20 (refer to ExTAG/446/R) and following discussions it was agreed that we delay the use of ISO/IEC 80079-38 in the IECEx 02 Equipment Scheme for certification purposes until Edition 2 is published (noting the demand from a number of ExCBs for inclusion in their scope of acceptance and the comments from Mr Munro, Mr Coppler and Mr Teather). The decision was taken to await report from Mr. Coppler who agreed to consult further with IEC TC31 (SC31M).
6.2
Use of new IEC Standard IEC 62784
Decision 2017/08
Members considered the Discussion Paper circulated as ExMC/1290/CD and comments from Mr Coppler on more recent discussions of amendments to IEC 62784 and then suggested that subsequent discussions at the 2017 ExMC meeting consider the ExTAG view that further amendments to the new standard IEC 62784 should resolve the concerns raised on this matter and then allow it to be used for IECEx certification purposes.  
6.3
Approach for assessing and certifying Assemblies containing both 
electrical and non-electrical items

Decision 2017/09
Members discussed the question of assessment and certification of Ex Assemblies that incorporate both electrical and non-electrical equipment, noting the provisions of Clause 8 in OD 280 and the requirement of recently published IEC TS 60079-46.  It was agreed to recommend to the ExMC the use of IEC TS 60079-46 for certification purposes. The meeting also agreed the possible need for revisions of IECEx Rules and ODs and it was agreed to establish a Working Group (to be convened by Mr Paul Kelly) to consider a revision of existing DS 2015/001A regarding the publication of IEC TS 60079-46 and recommendations for transitional period.  
It was agreed that DS 2015/001A be retained for use by ExCBs until further notice and recommended that scope extension for IEC TS 60079-46 should be an administrative extension, via the ExMC/251B/Q form, for ExCBs already accepted to DS 2015/001A and non-electrical standards IEC 80079-36 and IEC 80079-37. Bodies without non-electrical standards, even with DS 2015/001A in their scope, must first apply for scope extension to include non-electrical standards ISO 80079-36 and ISO 80079-37 and would be subjected to a site assessment  accordingly. Bodies may continue to use DS 2015/001A instead of IEC TS 60079-46 as IEC TS 60079-46 is seen as an updated edition to the DS 2015/001A and hence may be regarded meeting the rule “Use of current edition or 1 edition prior” of IECEx 02.

6.4
Use of published IEC TS 60079-46

Refer Decision 2017/09
7

Performance feedback from ExCBs and ExTLs (Restricted participation)

7.1
Co-operation between IECEx Bodies 
Decision 2017/14
Members agreed that notification (requiring acknowledgment receipt) be issued to all accepted IECEx bodies regarding their obligations under IECEx Rules as they apply to IECEx System as a certification system based on conformity with Standards. The Secretariat will produce the circular, with the assistance of Mr Ron Sinclair, for distribution to all the bodies. 
7.2

Response to and assistance to be provided by ExCBs to the market when 
IECEx CoCs they issue are questioned
Decision 2017/15
Members agreed that ExCBs are the correct first point of contact for enquiries from the market and that there is an expectation that the relevant ExCB(s) will provide suitable responses. 

7.3 
Operating to IECEx Rules and Operational Documents  
Decision 2017/16
Members noted their working experiences in using IECEx Rules and Operational Documents and agreed that currently there are no major problems.
7.4 
Maintenance of QARs
Decision 2017/17
Members noted the report on Out of Date QARs and a reminder from the IECEx Secretary regarding the need for ExCB to maintain surveillance audit schedule within the requirements of IECEx 02 and IECEx OD 009 and as guided by ExTAG/164/Inf and ExTAG/245/Inf. It was also agreed that any complaints received relating to out of date QARs or other items be passed on to an assessor prior to an assessment being carried out.
Decision 2017/18
Members noted the reminder from the IECEx Secretary regarding ExCB obligations for managing “Suspended” Certificates. Members agreed that the Secretariat continue to monitor this matter and seek advice from ExCBs on progress with the resolution of matters leading to the original suspension.

7.5 
Management of Suspended Certificates
Decision 2017/19
Members noted and appreciated the work conducted within ExMC WG1 regarding a draft OD on Suspension and Cancellation of IECEx Certificates of Conformity and asked that the ExMC consider ExTAG Members’ support of this publication as drafted (ExMC/1259/CD).
7.6 
ExTAG Decision Sheets – Handling of rejected Draft DS. 
Decision 2017/20
Members considered the concerns raised by UL about the handling of draft Decision Sheets that are rejected by the ExTAG (noting the existing provisions of OD 035) and agreed that there is a need for guidance in IECEx OD 035 on the process of “formally withdrawing” a draft DS where publication is opposed (ie. so there is both closure on the matter that initiated the draft DS and a record of this)

7.6.1 Additive manufacturing and 3D Printing
Decision 2017/21
Members considered the preliminary draft Decision Sheets prepared by UL (as circulated as ExTAG/480/CD) and suggested a number of improvements for consideration prior to publication as single or a number of Decision Sheets for specific issues.


7.8
Risk of ignition from lithium batteries

Decision 2017/22
Members discussed the risk of ignition from lithium batteries and requested IEC TC31 consider this specific matter (with a view to at least converting existing informative text in IEC 60079-11 to normative requirements) and also the more general issue of batteries.
Members also agreed to consider a Draft Decision Sheet to be developed by NANIO CCVE and UL LLC prior to the publication of a revised IEC 60079-11.  It is proposed that this Decision Sheet will outline the issues and risks with respect to the use of lithium batteries in equipment subject to IECEx certification processes.
7.9
Thermocatalytic sensors with Ex ia IIC marking
Decision 2017/23
Members noted the discussion regarding thermocatalytic sensors, feedback on DS 2015/016. It was agreed that a revision of this DS, circulated (as ExTAG/482/CD) be prepared by the originators for circulation and comment.
7.10    Other Matters
8         ExTAG Working Group Status - Review

8.1
 ExTAG WG01, Preparation and maintenance of ExTRs 
 
Decision 2017/10
Members noted the report (as circulated as ExTAG/472A/R) from ExTAG WG1 presented by the Convenor, Mr Paul Kelly, regarding the creation, revision and update of Ex Test Report templates to be used in the IECEx System. The ExMC secretary asked that thanks be extended the Working Group and also to UL for their tremendous efforts in maintaining the ExTRs. The secretary added the meeting’s support for the direction being taken by the WG and the inclusion of the DS within the ExTRs. 
Decision 2017/11
Members agreed that a document be prepared to clarify the process for preparation, consultation and approval of IECEx Operational Documents particularly where these are initially proposed and/or prepared by an ExTAG Working Group

Decision 201712
Members noted the GB proposal (as circulated as ExMC/1296/CD) and agreed that this be referred to ExTAG WG1 for consideration.
8.2
IECEx TAG WG3 Documentation and Drawing Requirements
Decision 2017/13
Members accepted the verbal report from ExTAG WG3 Convenor, Mr Ron Webb regarding the maintenance of IECEx OD 017 and the publishing of Ed.5 in March of this year, and thanked them for their work.  Mr Webb advised that a revised document taking into account items such as the inclusion of the non-electrical standards would be prepared before the next meeting. Mr Gabriel, a member of the WG and a German manufacturer expressed appreciation of the current document. 
8.3 
ExTAG WG10 Proficiency Testing
Decision 2017/24
Members noted the report (as circulated as ExTAG/474/R) from ExTAG WG10 Convenor, Mr Tim Krause on the latest Programs and outcomes.  
Decision 2017/25
Members discussed and supported the draft revision of IECEx OD 202 (as circulated as ExMC/1292/DV) and asked that the ExMC consider the view of ExTAG Members, noting that ExTAG WG10 are currently considering a number of later comments that may be incorporated in a further revision for publication subject to a vote by correspondence.
8.4
ExTAG WG12 Retention of Records 
Decision 2017/26
Members noted the publication of IECEx OD 207 and thanked ExTAG WG12 for this work.
9 
ExTAG Technical Discussions relating to the Certified Equipment Scheme


(IECEx 02)

9.1 
The current list of ExTAG Decision Sheets
Decision 2017/27
Members noted the list of current ExTAG Decision Sheets available @ ExTAG Decision Sheets and accepted the continued listing Interpretation Sheets
9.2 
Re-confirmation of Decision Sheets now falling under the 5 year review
Decision 2017/28
Members noted the following list of current ExTAG Decision Sheets under the reconfirmation maintenance procedures. It was agreed that DS 2012/006 be revised to include updated references. UL, as the originator, will update this DS.  DS 2012/005 to be discussed later under Item 10.1 all other DS reconfirmed.
	DS
	Standard No.
	Title
	Date Posted

	DS 2012/011
	IEC 60079-0 Edition 4  

IEC 60079-0 Edition 5  

IEC 60079-0 Edition 6
	Resistance to light of elastomeric materials
	2012/09

	DS2012/010
	IEC 60079-0:2011  

IEC 60079-0:2007
	Medium for Documenting Required Instructions
	2012/09

	DS2012/009
	IEC 60079-11
	ExTAG Decision Sheet – Consideration of Faults on ICs/ ASICs to Cl. 7.6d (2nd bullet) of IEC 60079-11 Ed 6?


	2012/09

	DS2010/008
	
	Ex equipment where the equipment includes unspecified IEC Ex certified components
(Revision of DS 2006/002)

	2012/09

	DS 2012/007
	IEC 60079-1 6th Ed  

IEC60079-0:2007
	Sealing test of cable glands
(Revision of DS 2010/007)
	2012/09

	DS 2012/006
	OD 005-1:2010  

OD 005-2:2010  

ISO/IEC 80079-34 :2011
	Types of protection that are only part of supplier provided devices
	2012/08

	DS 2012/005
	IEC 60079-0:2011

IEC 60079-0:2007  

IEC 61241-0:2004
	Inclusion of an IP rating as part of the marking and certificate
	2012/08

	DS 2012/004
	ISO/IEC 80079-34
	Verification Requirements for Flameproof Castings
	2012/05

	DS 2012/003
	IEC 60079-0  

IEC 60529  

IEC 60034-5
	Dust Testing for IP5X and 6x
	2012/05

	DS 2012/002
	IEC 60079-19
	Locked rotor test for rewound rotating machines
	2012/03

	DS 2012/001
	IEC 60079-0
	Avoidance of a build-up of electrostatic charge and use of “X” condition marking on a fixed-mounted touch screen
	2012/03


9. 3 
Review of process for the preparation and approval of Decision Sheets.
Decision 2017/29
Members noted the publication of Edition 2.1 of IECEx OD 035 - Procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets and also supported a proposal from UL for additional amendments to Clause 5 (in response to Decision 2017/20) to be considered by correspondence. Mr. Slowinske, UL, agreed to prepare the revision.
9. 4
New Decision Sheet, DS 2017/001 – Cable transit or entry devices according IEC 60079-0

Decision 2017/30
Members noted the publication of the new Decision Sheet IECEx DS 2017/001
9. 5
New Decision Sheet, DS 2017/002 – Guidance on issuance of QARs when products are manufactured at multiple sites

Decision 2017/31
Members noted the publication of the new Decision Sheet IECEx DS 2017/002
9.6
New Decision Sheet, DS 2016/002 – Application of Failure Analysis such as FMEA in Intrinsic Safety i 

Decision 2017/32
Members noted the publication of the new Decision Sheet IECEx DS 2016/002
9.7
New Decision Sheet, DS 2017/003 – Applicability of IEC 60079-28, especially 
regarding LED light sources

Decision 2017/33
Members noted the publication of the new Decision Sheet IECEx DS 2017/003 along with a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/464/CC concerning ExTAG/451/CD.

Decision 2017/34
Members agreed that DS 2017/003 be revised to include a statement to clarify that it applies to both new and up-issue of existing Certificates issued to IEC 60079-28.
10 
ExTAG Proposed Decision Sheets in progress

10.1   Revision to Decision Sheet DS 2012/005 - Inclusion of an IP rating as part of the marking and certificate 

Decision 2017/35
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by SGS Baseefa and circulated as ExTAG/406A/CD. It was agreed that the Draft DS be revised by Mr. Ron Sinclair, SGS BASEEFA as originator, and Mr Bill Lawrence.
10.2
Terminal ratings in General Purpose Junction Boxes

Decision 2017/36
Members considered the updated draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by SGS Baseefa and the compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/453A/CD and ExTAG/467/CC concerning clarification of the scope of IEC 60079-0 and IEC 60079-7 (Ed 5.0) and agreed to publish.
10.3   Draft DS – Use of Legacy data.

Decision 2017/37
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by SGS Baseefa and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/468/CD and agreed to publish and also ask ExMC WG1 to consider moving the content of this DS to the next edition of IECEx OD 009.
10.4
Draft DS – Marking of combined Electrical/Non Electrical Equipment

Decision 2017/38
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by INERIS and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/447/CD, ExTAG/447A/CD and ExTAG/469/CC and also noted that TC31 WG22 have plans to discuss this matter in October 2017.  Members supported an amended draft DS and agreed to consider, via correspondence, the outcomes of the TC31 WG22 meeting with the Chairman to make the final decision prior to publication of the proposed Decision Sheet.
10.5   Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Requirements for gas sensors using the “da”level of protection

Decision 2017/39
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by Fyzikáln technický zkušební ústav (Physical Technical Testing Institute), FTZU, CZ and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/452/CD and ExTAG/470/CC and did not approve publication.  FTZU is invited to provide a proposal for a revision of the relevant Standard(s). 
10.6
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Temperature rise of the conductor bar for terminals in Level of Protection “eb” according to IEC 60079-7.

Decision 2017/40

Members considered the updated draft ExTAG Decision Sheet that includes comments received by the originator and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/456A/CD and ExTAG/463/CC. The decision was taken that the Draft DS be sent back to originator (LCIE) to review the content and enlarge the question.
10.7
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Guidance on practical realization of OD 203 
provisions


Decision 2017/41
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by NANIO CCVE and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/457/CD and ExTAG/475/CC and agreed that the Draft Decision Sheet be withdrawn but with the content of the draft DS to be considered by ExMC WG11 for inclusion in a revision of OD 203.
10.8
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – The tensile force of cable pull test according to IEC 60079-18
Decision 2017/42
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by NEPSI and a compilation of comments circulated as ExTAG/460/CD and ExTAG/476/CC and agreed that this DS not proceed and that the matter is best dealt with via a proposal to IEC CO by TC 31 Chair for a corrigenda to IEC 60079-18.
10.9 
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Creepage distance and clearance of non-
sparking ballast according to IEC 60079-15
Decision 2017/43
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by NEPSI and PTB circulated as ExTAG/462/CD and agreed to circulate to members for comment.
10.10
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Static versus dynamic stresses on a Sealed 
device
Decision 2017/44
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by UL LLC and circulated as ExTAG/471/CD and agreed to circulate to members for comment and also that a request be made to TC31 for an amendment to IEC 60079-15.
10.11
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Resistance to impact test according to IEC 
60079-0

Decision 2017/45
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by PCEC of China and circulated as ExTAG/477/CD  and agreed to circulate to members for comment.
10.12
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Spark ignition test with a super capacitor 
test according to IEC 60079-11


Decision 2017/46
Members considered the draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by PCEC of China and circulated as ExTAG/478/CD and agreed to circulate to members for comment.
10.13
Draft Decision Sheet - Location of Electrostatic Discharge Hazard Warning
Decision 2017/47
Members considered the comments (as summarised in ExTAG/483/CC) and a revised draft ExTAG Decision Sheet prepared by UL and circulated as ExTAG/458A/CD and agreed to publish.
10.14
Revision of DS 2010/008 proposed by DEKRA
Decision 2017/48
Members considered the DEKRA proposal tabled at this meeting regarding DS 2010/008 and agreed that the proposer be asked to consider a reissue or revision of this DS given that IEC 60079-7 has been revised since the issue of this DS.

11
ExTAG Discussions relating to other IECEx Schemes

11.1 
Discussion relating to the IECEx Certified Service Facility Scheme 

(IECEx 03)

Decision 2017/49
Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretary as an update on the status of the Certified Service Facility Scheme and on the membership and activities of the ExSFC Committee.
11.2 
Information relating to the IECEx Conformity Mark License System (IECEx 04)

Decision 2017/50
Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretary as an update on the IECEx Conformity Mark License System.

12
New topics 
13       Contact with other International and Regional Bodies – Status review

Decision 2017/51
Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretary as an update on IEC/ILAC/IAF cooperation.

14
Matters for proposal to ExMC
15 
Other Business
16
Confirmation of next meeting, year and place

Decision 2017/52
Members noted that the invitation from France will be discussed at the ExMC meeting later this week.
17 
Close of Meeting
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