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Introduction

This document provides a report of the activities of ExTAG WG14 since the 2018 Meetings of the IECEx System in Cannes (France).

This report is submitted for consideration during the 2019 IECEx System Testing & Assessment Group (ExTAG) meeting to be held in Dubai (UAE).
Description / Scope

This Working Group was convened to consider a possible revision of existing DS 2015/001A regarding the publication of IEC TS 60079-46, and recommendations for a transitional period.
Membership
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Mr. Ron Sinclair

Prof. Jianping  Xu




WG Meetings Since Cannes (France) Meetings
A joint meeting between IEC/TC 31 PT 60079-46 and IECEx ExTAG WG14 was held at PTB in Braunschweig (Germany) on 2019-06-04 and 2019-06-05.  
As a result of this joint meeting, PT 60079-46 took the following actions: 

1. Recommended that that IEC TS 60079-46 Ed. 1 be revised and converted from a technical specification into a standard; 
2. Prepared 31/1497/DC for National Committee comment, with comments due by 2019-11-15; and 

3. Requested National Committee response regarding the recommendations that IEC TS 60079-46 be revised and converted from a technical specification into a standard.
The next meeting of IEC/TC 31 PT 60079-46 is planned during the April 2020 CAG meetings at UL in Northbrook, IL (USA).  This meeting is intended to be another joint meeting between IEC/TC 31 PT 60079-46 and IECEx ExTAG WG14.
Issues for ExTAG Consideration
In accordance with the Scope noted above, this Working Group was convened “to consider a possible revision of existing DS 2015/001A regarding the publication of IEC TS 60079-46, and recommendations for a transitional period.
This Scope was completed in Cannes (France) based on the ExTAG decision to withdraw DS 2015/001A on 2020-01-01.  Therefore, ExTAG direction is requested regarding the following potential future options for this Working Group:

1. Inactivate ExTAG WG14 pending future ExTAG need, with an inactivation date either during the Dubai (UAE) meetings or on 2020-01-01.

2. Retain ExTAG WG14 with a revised Scope of “This Working Group was re-convened to monitor and support the work of PT 60079-46 in maintaining IEC TS 60079-46, and to provide feedback to ExTAG regarding any issues needing ExTAG consideration.
The rationale for retaining ExTAG WG14 is as follows:

1. As ExCBs transition fully from the DS to the TS (it has only been in 2019 that there had been any real CoC activity involving the TS), issues may arise that need consideration.  
2. As the next edition effort continues to progress, issues may arise that need consideration.  
This WG can serve as a vehicle for the above consideration and advisement to ExTAG.
*****End of Main Report*******
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