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ExTAG Cannes 2018 Meeting Report

1. Opening and Welcome 

The Chair, Professor Xu Jianping, opened the 20th Annual ExTAG meeting at 14.00 p.m. on Tuesday 18th September, 2018, first thanking the host, FR, National Member Body, and sponsors for the excellent work they have done to host these meetings. He welcomed all members and observers and especially those who are attending the meeting for the first time. 

He then welcomed special guests, Dr Thorsten Arnhold, Chair IECEx, Mr. Marty Cole as IECEx Vice Chair and CAB Member, and TC31 Chair Mark Coppler and IECEx Executive members. He acknowledged the IECEx Executive secretariat team. He extended thanks for the meeting preparation advising that all documents are available on the IECEx web site Cannes Meeting page.
The Chair then invited Mr. Thierry Houeix, INERIS, FR, to speak to the members. Mr. Houeix welcomed the attendees and gave a brief overview of the meeting facilities and emergency processes.
2
Approval of the Agenda 

Document noted: 

ExTAG/517C/DA Draft Agenda Revised Draft Agenda - The Twentieth Meeting 
of the ExTAG to be held in Cannes France September 2018
The Chair sought approval of the latest version of the Draft Agenda ExTAG/517C/DA, stating that there is a very full agenda and as a consequence an extra half day has been added to take this into account. The Chair reminded the meeting of the composition of the membership of ExTAG, as being Accepted ExCBs, Accepted ExTLs and Applicant ExCBs and ExTLs advising that although Observers are most welcome there are some matters which would be discussed only within the ExTAG’s membership. He advised that a “Closed Session” would be held as ExTAG Agenda Item 6 first thing the following morning, between 9.00 -11.00 so that Observers could attend later in the day. 
The Chair advised that there were two added documents to the Agenda, one under Agenda Item 9.11: ExTAG/535A/CD and another under Agenda Item 5.1: ExTAG(Cannes/PTB)03 – Proposal from PTB both available on the Meeting web page
He also advised that as part of the taking of minutes for this meeting, the meeting would be recorded purely for the purpose of assisting the Secretariat in accurately recording the minutes.  The recordings themselves not being made available and that Decisions would be displayed similar to what is now practise in ExMC meetings

The Chair then asked for other comments on the Draft Agenda. As there were none the Draft Agenda was accepted.

Decision 2018/01

· Members approved the Draft Agenda of the 20th ExTAG Meeting circulated as ExTAG/517C/DA with the following additions:

· Agenda Item 9.11: ExTAG/535A/CD

· Agenda Item 5.1: ExTAG(Cannes/PTB)03 – Proposal from PTB

2. Report of the last ExTAG meeting held in ExTAG Washington Meeting 


26th September 2017

3.1 
To note the Report of the last meeting held in Washington 26th September 2017, and subsequent action items from the meeting.  
Documents noted:
ExTAG/488/DL – Decision List from ExTAG 2017 Washington meeting
ExTAG/512/R - Report of the Nineteenth Meeting of the ExTAG - Washington D.C. USA

The Chair asked the meeting to note documents ExTAG/488/DL Decision List from ExTAG 2017 Washington meeting as well as the report from the Washington Meeting, ExTAG/512/R, published later. While seeking acceptance of the Meeting report he asked the meeting to note the correction required in ExTAG/512/R under Item 7.9 to show as IEC TC 31 WG37 and not TC 31 WG27 As there were no further comments the Chair noted confirmation of the report and moved to the next item. 

Decision 2018/02

Members accepted the report from the last ExTAG 2017 Meeting held in                 Washington DC as circulated as ExTAG/512/R and ExTAG/488/DL noting the correction to ExTAG/512/R Item 7.9 to show WG37 and not WG27
3.2 Report of the action items by the ExTAG Chair on the ExTAG 2017 Washington Meeting.


Documents  noted:



ExTAG/512/R - Report of the Nineteenth Meeting of the ExTAG - 


Washington 
D.C. USA



ExTAG/533/R – Report on actions since 2017 ExTAG Washington 


meeting

 The Chair provided a status report on the actions arising from the Washington 2017 Meeting. He advised that there had been 29 actions in total to be followed-up and that they had mainly been completed, continuing, that those that hadn’t been completed were primarily ongoing while others were for discussion later during the current meeting. He suggested that, as the report had previously been circulated, there was no need to go through each item separately, but that should anyone have any items needing to be clarified or commented on to please do so. As there were no comments or clarifications required the document was accepted.

Decision 2018/03 

Members accepted, without comments or questions, the report from the ExTAG Chair on the Action Items from the 2017 ExTAG Meeting as circulated as ExTAG/533/R. 
3.3
Report on 2018 ExTAG Cannes Training Workshop, held Tuesday 18h September 2018. 
The Chair invited the ExTAG Secretary to give a brief summary of the ExTAG Training Workshop, held on the previous day, highlighting the main points.

Mr. Julien Gauthier, ExTAG Secretary, commenced by advising that the informal ExTAG training session was held on the Tuesday morning. He then provided some details about the presentations:

Mr. Amos gave an update on the IECEx system which includes reporting on CoC verifications on past period, reminders, useful readings and updated information about the new IEC platform under construction with an overview of improvements expected.

Mr. Munro introduced the main changes implemented in the edition 3.0 of ISO/IEC 17025 and how this would be implemented in the IECEx 02 scheme including the proposed transition period.

Mr. Sinclair and Ms. Holdredge gave a presentation about verification and calibration of climatic chambers. It was noted discrepancies on approach from ExTLs and that IECEE CTL WG is also working on this matter.

Mr. Houeix presented the 2nd edition of ISO/IEC 80079-34 just published in the end of august this year. He detailed the main changes and reminded that the transition period shall be defined during this ExMC meeting.

He concluded that it had been a very successful training workshop and was much appreciated with the active participation of members during discussions. 

He reminded the meeting that all presentations are available on the dedicated meeting website. 

The Chair asked for comment and no comment was raised.


Report on 2018 ExTAG Cannes Training Workshop, held Tuesday 18th 
September 2018 

Decision 2018/04 

Members accepted the summary report from the ExTAG Chair and ExTAG Secretary on the main points from the 2018 ExTAG Training Workshop according to its Program contained in ExTAG/516/Inf and noted that copies of the workshop presentations are available at https://www.iecex.com/meeting-and-events/2018-annual-meetings-of-the-iecex-system-cannes-france/meeting-documents/presentations/ 

3. IECEx Equipment Scheme - Overview

The Chair invited the IECEx Secretary, Mr Chris Agius, to report on this agenda item, while noting that the secretary would provide more detailed information when going through the 2018 IECEx Report card in detail (ExMC/1386/R) during the ExMC meeting later in the week. He continued that the report at this time simply provides an opportunity to learn the growth details.
4.1 
Membership

· Countries  


33

· ExCBs and ExTLs

57 ExCBs + 68 ExTLs

· Applicants


5 ExCBs + 5 ExTLs

4.2
Statistics

The secretary reported that as at 30th June 2018 there were over 75,000 Certificates and Reports on the system. He reminded the meeting that a further report is to be presented during the ExMC meeting (under document reference ExMC/1386/R).

4.3
IECEx Website and related

· General
The ExMC Secretary reminded the meeting about the implementation of the new website platform which had been completely rebuilt and available since November 2017. The other major change being the introduction of the electronic voting system, which had been completed with some assistance from the US. He advised that this would be discussed in more detail later in the week. He also asked the meeting to note the work on enhancements to the IECEx On-Line certificate system-

•
New Ex Component Certificate template

•
Work on an updated CoC system within IEC Central Office

The Chair thanked the secretary for the report especially the details covering the web site commenting that the new electronic voting system was very much appreciated.

He then asked if there were any questions. There were no questions.
· Decision 2018/05

Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretariat on an overview of the IECEx System’s activities since the last meeting in 2017 as detailed in the 2018 IECEx Report Card (as circulated to ExMC Members as ExMC/1386/R).
4. Technical Items for general discussion within ExTAG

The Chair explained that the purpose of this agenda item was to discuss technical items arising from feedback since the previous ExTAG meeting with the aim of ensuring a consistent approach by all ExCBs and ExTLs.

5.1
Intrinsic Safety – Spark Assessment for the combination of resistive, 
capacitive and inductive Parameters. 

Document considered:

ExTAG/522/CD – Preliminary Draft Decision Sheet prepared by TestSafe

ExTAG(Cannes/PTB)03
The Chair asked the meeting to note the recently issued document from PTB ExTAG(Cannes/PTB)03 available on the Cannes Meeting page as a Green Paper. He advised that PTB believe that it is better to issue an OD in this instance and not just a new DS. He suggested to allow Testsafe to present their case and then for PTB to follow and finally open for general discussion. Mr. Chang Woo Lee from TestSafe presented their case with Dr Detlev from PTB presenting their case.
After much discussion including the view from Mr Colin Cameron, MT 60079-11,  that although they have not discussed these particular documents they have discussed the issue. Suggesting that the keyword is not necessarily “Unsafe” but that there is a tolerable risk. The question being “what is tolerable risk and what is intolerable risk”? The meeting  supported the PTB view in that it is not unsafe but a lesser safety factor .The MT Convenor advised that there are continuing talks within the MT. The ExTAG Secretary suggested that ExTAG WG 08 Common Assessment of IS Equipment and Systems be reactivated.. Mr. Nick Ludlam Secretary of TC 31G Intrinsically- safe Apparatus suggested  that they may consider rewriting Annex A of 60079-11 in Busan and by reactivating the ExTAG WG08  it would be taking resources away from this group. Mr. Maira commented that while supporting the views of PTB and Mr. Cameron
 he was concerned that the issue raised by TestSafe does need to be addressed as it appears that there is a different approach by different ExTLs. Mr Mike Slowinske, UL, proposed that no action be taken at this time and this was supported by DNV.The MT 60079-11 convenor suggested that a way forward ExCBs should be pointed in the direction of NOTE 4 to A.3.After much discussion it was agreed that, as common understanding is mandatory and that the Draft Decision Sheet go back to TestSafe to take into account the MT 60079-11 comments.
Decision 2018/06

Members considered 

· the Discussion Paper circulated as ExTAG/522/CD and 
· a proposal  from PTB (as tabled as ExTAG(Cannes/PTB)03) 
· comments by Mr Cameron (MT 60079-11 Convenor) regarding ExTAG/522/CD in the context of the PTB proposal.
And agreed to the following:-

a) Testsafe be offered the opportunity to revise and resubmit (as per IECEx OD 035 processes) the draft Decision Sheet in view of today’s discussion so that consistency of understanding and application of IEC 60079-11 among ExTLs and ExCB is improved; and 

b) MT60079-11 be requested to consider this further with the objective of providing clearer guidance via the planned revision of Annex A.

5.2
Calibration of Humidity Chambers and ExTAG Questionnaire.

Document considered :

ExTAG/510/Q - Questionnaire re humidity chamber calibration

The Chair moved to the next topic which was to discuss the results of a questionnaire (ExTAG/510/Q) sent to ExTAG Members seeking responses to be sent to Mr Sinclair of SGS Baseefa. He advised that while this discussion would be led by Mr.  Ron Sinclair Ms Katy Holdredge will assist. He also asked the meeting to remember this item was previously discussed during the ExTAG Training Workshop. He then invited  feedback on ExTAG/510/Q.
Mr Sinclair advised that there is now evidence of many different results and that it would seem that the IECEE is more advanced in harmonisation in this area, and, therefore there IECEx should consider what IECEE is doing. He advised that he has prepared a Draft Decision Sheet but, at this point, it must first be reviewed as it may require changes  before issuing. After discussion the meeting agreed that there was a need for a Draft DS which Mr Sinclair agreed to prepare/finalise. The meeting thanked Mr Sinclair.

Decision 2018/07

Members considered the results of a questionnaire (ExTAG/510/Q) sent to 
ExTAG  Members as reported by Mr Sinclair and also noted current work 
within 
IECEE  Committee of Test Labs (CTL) on this subject as reported by Ms 
Holdredge during  the 2018 ExTAG Training Session. The meeting agreed to:

a) Consider further work from the IECEE Working Group on Metrology, once completed; and also

b)  agreed to support the drafting of an ExTAG Decision Sheet (according to IECEx OD 035) by Mr Sinclair as an interim measure until the work in IECEE is finalised.

5.3
Construction requirements for flameproof enclosures with an internal 
source of release (containment system)
Document Considered:

ExTAG/523/CD – Document for discussion at the 2018 ExTAG Cannes 

meeting – Construction requirements for flameproof enclosures with an 

internal source of release (containment system)
The Chair advised that a concern over the construction requirements for flameproof enclosures with an internal source of release (containment system) had been raised by FM Approvals LLC, he also advised that the topic was under discussion within IEC MT 60079-1 and that a preliminary Draft Decision sheet has been prepared by FM Approvals. In the absence of Mr. Lawrence, FM, the Chair asked Mr. Ludlam also from FM to speak. Mr Ludlam said that each ExTL seemed to be resolving this particular issue in their own way and that there was a need for a common approach. He suggested that there could be an amendment to IEC 60079-1 but that would mean work would be delayed so the suggestion is to prepare an ISH to overcome any issues. A preliminary Decision Sheet has been circulated for thoughts on the topic. Mr Coppler, TC31 Chair, referred to IEC 60079-2 regarding infallible containment and suggested 

that maybe what is contained in IEC 60079-2 could be considered for IEC 60079-1. Mr Paul Kelly, UL, agreed with Mr Coppler that the text in IEC 60079-2 be considered and
that Mr.Ludlam report this back to Mr Lawrence.
Decision 2018/08

Members considered a concern over Construction requirements for flameproof enclosures with an internal source of release (containment system) raised by FM Approvals LLC, noting that this topic is also under discussion within IEC MT 60079-1 and discussed a Draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/523/CD. In noting the comments of the IEC TC31 Chair, it was agreed to request FM to submit a revised draft Decision Sheet for consideration in accordance with OD 035 procedure.

5.4
Use of new IEC Standard IEC 62784 - Vacuum cleaners and dust extractors 
providing equipment protection level Dc for the collection of combustible 
dusts – Particular requirements

The Chair introduced this item by reminding the meeting that during the 2017 meeting the issue of use of IEC 62784 had been raised.  He then advised that as a result of these discussions we are to receive an update of the status concerning TC 61 and TC 31 maintenance of the new Standard from Mr Mark Coppler, TC31 Chair. Mr Coppler advised that he had discussed with the SMB in Busan and further in Split, 2018, that as the Standard deals with Ex it should be maintained by TC31. He advised that finally after discussions with the TC61J Chair and two IEC Technical Officers the decision was taken that it fall under TC31 with a mechanism in place for TC61J to provide input..  On this basis the meeting recorded the following decision.
Decision 2018/09

Members accepted a report from IEC TC31 Chair on the status concerning TC 61 and TC 31 maintenance of the new Standard that included the following items of progress:

· Following a meeting of a number of IEC SMB members it was agreed to recommend to IEC SMB that the maintenance of this standard fall under the responsibility of IEC TC31.   

· More recently, IEC TC31 Chair and IEC TC31 Technical Officer met with IEC TC61 Chair and it was agreed that the SC61J work on IEC 62784 will be “moved” to IEC TC31 and IEC SC31J as an authorised Committee with the Convenor appointed by IEC TC61.

Performance feedback from ExCBs and ExTLs (Restricted participation – Closed Session)

(Agenda Item 6- Restricted participation will be timed to be most convenient to Delegates attending the meeting)

The Chair introduced this closed session for ExCBs and ExTLs explaining that it was an opportunity to discuss their working experiences. The meeting arriving at the following decisions.
6.1
Co-operation between IECEx Bodies 
Decision 2018/11
Members noted their obligations according to IECEx Scheme Rules and that there is an expectation that all ExCBs communicate amongst each other and that all enquiries from the market are responded to in a timely manner.
6.2

Response to and assistance to be provided by ExCBs to the market when 
IECEx CoCs they issue are questioned

While IECEx CoCs should always be clear in the equipment they cover, e.g. type of equipment, model designators and any permitted accessories, there maybe times when an end user, inspector or regulator may seek clarification or additional information from ExCBs.  This item provided an opportunity for ExTAG Members to clarify this position and if necessary to develop an ExTAG Decision Sheet. 
Decision 2018/12
Members noted that IECEx CoCs should always be clear in the equipment they cover, e.g. type of equipment, model designators and any permitted accessories, there may be times when an end user, inspector or regulator may seek clarification or additional information from ExCBs.  Members unanimously accepted the approach of the IECEx Secretariat to recommend that enquiries about IECEx Certificates be directed to the issuing ExCB in the first instance.
6.3
Operating to IECEx Rules and Operational Documents  

Under this item IECEx Bodies were given the opportunity to discuss their 
working experiences in using the IECEx Rules and Operational Documents. 
While no formal decision was recorded for this item the minutes will capture the following suggestions for ideas for improvements of IECEx Publications access, clarity, translations etc

Including …

· Catalogue of publications

· Document map as per IECQ publications presentation method

· Keyword search capability

· Notification / subscription sign-on service
6.4
Maintenance of QARs

The meeting was reminded of the ExCB’s responsibilities regarding the need to maintain a surveillance audit schedule within the requirements of IECEx 02 rules and 

OD 009, ExTAG/164/Inf and ExTAG/245A/Inf. The Secretariat noted a request from UL International DEMKO A/S to discuss the subject of CoCs linked to out of date QARs, under this item. It was also an opportunity to discuss co-operation and use of ExCBs, using QARs issued by ExCBs, other than the CoC issuing ExCB.  
Decision 2018/13
Members noted their ExCB responsibilities regarding the need to maintain surveillance audit schedule within the requirements of IECEx 02 rules and OD 009, ExTAG/164/Inf and ExTAG/245A/Inf.

Decision 2018/14
Members discussed the subject of CoCs linked to out of date QARs, as raised by UL International DEMKO A/S, and associated aspects of co-operation and use by ExCBs of QARs issued by ExCBs other than the CoC issuing ExCB. It was then agreed that ExMC WG1 be requested to review IECEx Rules with a view to developing a means of including the ExCB responsible for issuing the QAR to be included in the responsibility, along with the ExCB that issued the CoC, for the timely planning of surveillance audits of manufacturers.  
6.5
Management of Suspended Certificates

Document Noted:

IECEx OD 209 - Operational Document - Requirements when dealing with the Suspension or Cancellation of IECEx Certificates of Conformity
The meeting was asked to note the publication of the new Operational Document OD 209 regarding Suspension and Cancellation of IECEx Certificates of Conformity with   ExTAG Members having had the opportunity to provide feedback to ExMC.

Decision 2018/15
Members noted the publication of new Operational Document OD 209 regarding Suspension and Cancellation of IECEx Certificates of Conformity and confirmed that those present have incorporated this publication in their internal processes.
6.6
Application of Clause 10.5.3 of IEC 60079-11 to Battery Packs comprising 
multiple Batteries as defined in IEC 60079-0. 

           Document Considered:

ExTAG/520/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet, prepared by TestSafe – Cell or Battery testing for type of protection “ib”
The Chair advised that a difference opinion between 2 ExCBs had been raised concerning the application of Cl 10.5.3 of IEC 60079-11 when a collection of batteries are constructed to present as a single battery unit with overcurrent protection included within the unit’s packaging and whether or not such over current protection is regarded as ‘external’ or ‘internal’.
Decision 2018/16
Members considered a Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet (as circulated as ExTAG/520/CD), prepared by TestSafe on Cell or Battery testing for type of protection “ib” along with a ppt presentation from BKI, in response to a difference in opinion between two ExCBs concerning the application of Clause 10.5.3 of IEC 60079-11 and agreed to

a) to request TC31 WG37 to consider the preparation of an Interpretation Sheet, 
b) that Testsafe be given an opportunity to continue development of a draft IECEx Decision Sheet for consideration as per IECEx OD 035, and 
c) that a summary of the BKI position / methodology be provided to ExTAG members for additional consideration over a six week period. (issued as ExTAG(Cannes/BKI)05)

Members also confirmed that, at this time, they understood the approach taken by BKI  but did not necessarily support nor object to the approach taken by BKI when issuing IECEx Certificates on equipment that has formed the basis of the concerns raised by TestSafe and look forward to further clarification from TC 31 work on Standards in this area.
6.7
Risk of ignition from lithium batteries
The Chair noted previous discussions during the 2017 ExTAG meeting and the work underway within TC 31 WG37, the meeting received an update from TC 31 and considered the need for an ExTAG Decision Sheet. 
Decision 2018/17
Members noted discussions during the 2017 ExTAG meeting and work underway within TC 31 WG37 on this matter and in considering the need for an ExTAG Decision Sheet agreed that Mr Kelly and Dr Zalogin be requested to prepare a draft ExTAG Decision Sheet in consultation with IEC TC31 WG 37.

 6.8
Document requests from Issuing ExCBs by Receiving ExCBs
The Chair suggested that this item be considered by ExTAG in the restricted session as it covers the scope of documents that are to be requested from an issuing ExCB by a receiving ExCB when reviewing an issued ExTR package. The Chair invited Mr Paul Kelly as Convenor of ExTAG WG01 to lead the discussion
While not recording a formal decision, the meeting did consider the comments of Mr Kelly on the situation of receiving ExCBs requesting copies of all documents referenced in the ExTR Package and noted that, in general, most of the documentation required by an ExCB would be given by the manufacturer at the application stage but that a receiving ExCB does have the right to call for referenced information BUT is not to embark on a complete re-assessment/re-test without first contacting the ExTR issuing body to seek clarification, according to 10.1 of IECEx 02.
6.9
Index of ExTAG Decision Sheets

The Chair advised that Mr Kelly, Convenor of ExTAG WG01, had requested that this topic be considered by ExTAG in the restricted session. Mr Kelly advised that WG01 is concerned about the inconsistent order in which ExTR Blanks appear on the website. 
While not recording a formal decision, the meeting did request the Secretariat to undertake a review of the order in which ExTR blanks appear on the IECEx Website.
6.10
Other Items
No other items within the closed session 

End of Restricted Session  
5. ExTAG Working Group Status - Review

The Chair introduced this item of the meeting dedicated to review of the status of ExTAG Working Groups and current activities

5.1. ExTAG WG01, Preparation and maintenance of ExTRs
Document discussed:

ExTAG/526/R - Report from ExTAG Working Group 01 (WG 01):

          Preparation of assessment and test report forms (ExTRs)

 
The Chair invited the convenor of the working group, Mr. Kelly, to give a report. Mr. Kelly presented the report as posted. He then advised the meeting that regarding the linking of IECEx Decision Sheets to IECEx Test Reports that the main IEC 60079 series had already been linked and that now the work was to link older editions of the standards. He went on to remind the meeting that the revision of OD 010-2 Ed.2 had been completed as per the decision taken during the ExMC Washington Meeting in 2017. He then suggested that further changes would be required with a number of dot points needing revision. He advised that this work was under progress.

Mr Kelly raised once again a question about the ownership and maintenance of Operational Documents reminding the meeting of discussions held in Washington, 2017. The Executive Secretary advised the IECEx Executive is working on a document which will provide an overview on this particular item. Continuing that it was felt appropriate to wait for the publication of the Harmonised Basic Rules which would cover timelines/responsibility etc., and now that this has been determined then the IECEx Executive will proceed with this work.
Mr Kelly also raised the matter of the order in which ExTRs currently appear on the IECEx web site, suggesting that they should appear latest edition to earliest which is not, in some instances, the present case. The Executive Secretary acknowledged that this is the case but, as having previously advised the meeting, the whole of the IECEx web site has been rebuilt and that there are still some teething problems. He assured the meeting that this is being looked at.
The Chair thanked Mr. Kelly for the great work which is being done by the Working Group commenting that the linking of the ExTRs to the Draft Decision Sheets ensures ease with our daily work. The Executive Secretary expressed his thanks to the WG and UL


Decision 2018/18
Members noted the report (as circulated as ExTAG/526/R) from ExTAG WG 01 presented by the Convenor, Mr Paul Kelly, regarding the creation, revision and update of Ex Test Report templates to be used in the IECEx System. The ExMC secretary asked that thanks be extended to the Working Group and, also, to UL LLC for their tremendous efforts in maintaining the ExTRs. The Secretary added the meeting’s support for the direction being taken by the WG and the inclusion of the DS within the ExTRs. 

Decision 2018/19
Members agreed that the IECEx Executive consider the proposal from ExTAG WG1 regarding the definition or clarification of document ownership as part of their development of an OD on IECEx Document Management.
5.2. IECEx TAG WG3 Documentation and Drawing Requirements
Documents noted:
OD 017 - Drawing and documentation Guidance for IECEx Certification – for use by Manufacturers and ExTLs

ExTAG/525/R – Draft revision of OD 017 Drawing and documentation Guidance for IEC Ex Certification – for use by Manufacturers and ExTLs for use as a report by the Convenor.

The Chair invited the convenor of the ExTAG Working Group 03 to report, Mr. Ron Webb, to give a report. Mr. Webb advised the meeting that an updated document had been prepared taking into account various items requested and, also, to take into account the non-electrical standards. He reported that the draft document had been circulated to the ExTAG WG03 with 3 comments from the one contributor being received. He then suggested that the document be available for approval via wider circulation. 
The Chair thanked Mr Webb and asked that, as was agreed during the last meeting, and now that the comments requested have been made, that the document go forward for approval by the ExMC. He then asked if there were any questions/ comments. Mr. Nick Ludlam advised that the RU delegation to the TC31 MT meeting in Busan had comments. He suggested that, if possible, circulation be held back until he could collect these comments for forwarding onto Ron. Mr Colin Cameron also requested additional time for comment. After discussion it was agreed to allow a one month period for additional comments and then for these to be forwarded to the convenor to consider them in preparing the final draft for final approval, by the ExMC, via correspondence.

ExTAG WG 03 Documentation and Drawing Requirements
Decision 2018/20
Members accepted the report from ExTAG WG 03 Convenor, Mr Ron Webb as circulated as ExTAG/525/R regarding the maintenance of IECEx OD 017 and thanked them for their work.   It was also agreed that an opportunity be provided for a further one month period for any final comments to the Convenor, with the Convenor to determine a final version to be submitted to the ExMC for approval by correspondence to publish.
7.3 
ExTAG WG 06 Rules of procedures for Testing at Other Locations

Document considered:

ExMC/1411/CD – Update/Revision to IECEx OD 024
The Chair opened this item by reminding the meeting that a revised edition of OD 024, containing additional requirements, had been published in October last year. He then asked the ExTAG WG06 acting Convenor, Mr. Chris Agius, to report.
Mr Agius firstly informed the meeting that an ExTAG WG06 meeting had taken place during the 2018 Operational Meetings in Weimar.  He advised that, although the document ExMC/1411/CD is listed for approval by the ExMC later in the week, the WG is seeking a view from the ExTAG prior to the document going forward. He continued, that during the Weimar meetings the WG took the decision, based on comments received on last year’s published Operational Document, to carry out a complete overhaul. The decision was taken that the document be structured to have 3 core Sections-


- Common Requirements


- Additional requirements for Off-site Testing


- Additional requirements for Witness Testing 

Mr Agius noted with appreciation the valuable assistance of Dr Munro to prepare the final draft version.
 He also advised that during the revision and preparation of this document they had looked at IECEE but there was a fundamental difference that the IECEE OD does not permit third party facilities whereas IECEx does. He then reminded the meeting that this document will be submitted to the ExMC later in the week and asked for questions or comments. Mr Nick Ludlam advised that he had three minor editorial comments which he would take to the Convenor and Dr. Munro after the meeting. Mr Lankamp also had some minor suggestions. There was some discussion relating to this document but, as the Convenor pointed out, while there was room for improvement there were no “show stoppers’. The meeting supported the document, subject to editorial changes, and asked that the WG meet again at the next Operational Meetings. 
Before concluding Mr. Agius advised that he was, at present, the acting convenor and therefore a new convenor is now required . As there were no volunteers it was agreed for him to continue in this role.
The Chair thanked Mr. Agius, Dr Munro and all the WG06 members for their contribution to the preparation of the document.
 
ExTAG WG 06 Rules of procedures for Testing at Other Locations

Decision 2018/21
Members accepted the report from ExTAG WG06 and after considering a proposed revision of IECEx OD 024 as circulated to ExMC member as ExMC/1411/CD, agreed to support the proposed revision (with minor edits to be proposed by Mr Ludlam and Mr Lankamp) when considered at the 2018 ExMC Meeting.   Members also registered their expectation that ExTAG WG 06 continue to work to improve this publication, with the IECEx Executive Secretary to continue in the role as Acting Convenor.

7.4
ExTAG WG 10 Proficiency Testing
Documents noted:

IECEx OD 202 IECEx Operational Document - IECEx Proficiency Testing Program 

ExTAG/527/R - Report from Tim Krause, Convenor ExTAG WG 10, Proficiency Testing
The Chair opened this item by reminding the meeting that it is mandatory for both Accepted and Applicant ExTLs to participate in the Proficiency Testing Programme. The Chair then invited Mr. Tim Krause, as Convenor of WG10, to report. 
Mr. Krause began by referring the meeting to his Powerpoint presentation and also the very detailed report ExTAG/527/R. He advised that there is concern over ExTLs not participating in all programmes. He advised that at present there are 5 laboratories which have never participated.  It was suggested that we appear to have 3 situations

1. ExTLs participating in all PTP Programmes

2. ExTLs participating in some PTP Programmes but not all

3. ExTLs not participating in any Programmes

There was then some technical discussion relating to calibration, ambient pressure and other items. Kiwa asked about laboratories not participating in the programme, what are the consequences? He advised that PTB contacts them otherwise report to the secretariat. 
The Chair reminded the meeting of the importance of participation. The Executive Secretary reminding the meeting of document ExTAG/503/Inf where it includes the statement-
“non- participation in the Proficiency Testing Program is a breach of the IECEx Scheme, 02, Rules of Procedure.’
The Chair then moved on to discuss an ExMC Green Paper received from Germany, ExMC(Cannes/DE)02, for discussion later in the week,  which suggested that ExTLs who are not participating fully in the PTP there has to be an escalation of appropriate sanctions. DE continued that such requirements should be added at the end of clause 6 of OD 202. The ExMC Secretary advised that this is being proactively looked at, at present, by the secretariat and that if necessary non-participating laboratories will be reported to the Executive and there will be consequences.

The Chair thanked Mr. Krause and his team as well as PTB for all their hard work. 

ExTAG WG 10 Proficiency Testing
Decision 2018/22
Members accepted the ExTAG WG10 report from the convenor, Mr. Tim Krause of PTB as circulated as ExTAG/527/R and his presentation ExTAG(Cannes/WG10)06 and agreed to propose to ExMC that ExTAG WG 10 conduct a revision of OD 202 taking into account current feedback and the DE proposal to ExMC, ExMC(Cannes/DE)02

7.5
ExTAG WG 14 Certification of Ex Equipment Assemblies, IEC TS 60079-46




Document noted:

ExTAG/532/R Report from ExTAG Working Group 14 (WG14): Certification of Ex Equipment assemblies
The Chair opened this Item by reminding the meeting that during the 2017 Washington Meeting there was concern that with introduction of this new standard we may need a decision sheet to support a uniform approach by all ExCBs. The Chair asked the Convenor, Mr. Paul Kelly to report.
Mr. Kelly advised that the scope of the WG was to consider a possible revision of the existing DS 2015/001A regarding the publication of IEC TS 60079-46, and the recommendations for a transitional period. He referred the meeting to the following questions contained in the WG report, saying that the WG had  narrowed discussions  down to three quest

Q1: Should DS 2015/001A be immediately withdrawn, now that IEC TS 60079-46 is published and available for ExCB/ExTL scope expansions?

Q2: Should DS 2015/001A be allowed to continue to be used for an “as yet to be determined” limited period of time prior to its withdrawal, so as to permit work in process to be completed without disruption?  

Q3: Should DS 2015/001A be treated as a “one edition prior” of IEC TS 60079-46, allowing it to be used for new or revised IECEx CoCs until a 2nd edition of IEC TS 60079-46 is published?
He continued that none of the questions were answered unanimously and that as a consequence the WG is seeking support from ExTAG. He then asked the meeting for feedback. 
The first comment made was that the TS is  more complex to use and that the DS is less onerous. The response from some to this comment being that just because the DS is an easier path is irrelevant, that the new Standard is published and has been approved by the international community, therefore the Standard should take precedence over the DS. Mr Kelly advised that it is the intent of the project team to discuss the perplexing feedback on the TS and for this to be taken into account when preparing the next edition. In view of this the feeling is that the DS be retained for now until next edition of TS.
Regarding the discussion of electrical and nonelectrical, the DS covers electrical only while the TS covers both electrical and non-electrical, the suggestion was made that the DS be modified.  There was strong objection to this suggestion stating that the question that needs to be answered is how long the DS is to continue not to modify the document.  

The suggestion was made that Question 2 be the most acceptable outcome for all especially manufacturers.

As there was no further comment the meeting was asked if they agreed with Question2. AU did not accept Q2 stating their position is that the DS be immediately withdrawn.

The ExMC Secretary suggested that as a conclusion could not be reached the matter be referred to the ExMC. He reminded the meeting that at the present time projects are already underway and that there is a need to think of the consequences of decisions taken.


ExTAG WG 14 Certification of Ex Equipment Assemblies, IEC TS 60079-46

Decision 2018/23
Members accepted a report on ExTAG WG 14, ExTAG/532/R (formed during the 2017 ExTAG meeting) by the convenor, Mr Paul Kelly. Members then agreed that the matter concerning withdrawal of DS2015/001A be referred to the ExMC for a final decision, with the meeting favouring option Q2 from ExTAG/532/R.

8 
ExTAG Decision Sheets – Current Status

8.1 To note the current list of ExTAG Decision Sheets
Members were requested to note the list of current ExTAG Decision Sheets available from the IECEx web site.


Decision 2018/24


Members noted the list of current ExTAG Decision Sheets available @ 
https://www.iecex.com/publications/extag-decision-sheets/  

ExTAG Decision Sheets
8.2 To re-confirm the following Decision Sheets, now falling under the 

5 year review
The following list of Decisions Sheets were due for re-confirmation under the 5 year reconfirmation maintenance procedures.  Members were asked to re-confirm the following DS.

	Number 
	Clause/Subject
	Standard No.
	Issue date

	DS 2013/006 
	Evaluation of stator windings & insulation system
	IEC 60079-19:2010
	01 December 2013


	DS 2013/005
	Production control of non-metallic seal material for Sealed devices 


	IEC 60079-15: Ed.4 2010

IEC 60079-15: Ed.5 2005 

ISO/IEC 80079-34: Ed.1 2011


	01 July 2013

	DS 2013/004A 
	Series of Devices consisting of both “components” and “equipment”
	IEC 60079-0 Edition 4 IEC 60079-0 Edition 5 IEC  60079-0 Edition 6.
	01 June 2013

	DS 2013/003
	Recommendation to improve the effectiveness of the determination of explosion pressure.


	IEC 60079-1 Edition 6 IEC  60079-1 Edition 5
	01 June 2013

	DS 2013/002 
	Recommendations for performing spark ignition tests with spark test apparatus (STA).
	
	01 June 2013

	DS 2013/001
	Temperature measurement of cable entry point and branching point temperatures on electrical rotating machines.
	
	Withdrawn and replaced by DS 2018/002


The Chair opened this 5 year review of the Decision Sheets published, in this instance in 2013, stating that there are six DS, one withdrawn, for re-endorsement. He continued that if we look into the list of DS some of those listed are to former editions of the Standard. Do we need to consider whether the DS should be updated to the latest edition of the standard?
Mr. Tim Krause, ExTAG WG10 Convenor, advised that DS relevant to the PTP may need to be changed or possibly removed. The Chair asked if WG 10 wished to make modifications to text?  Mr Krause suggested that PTP would prepare Best Practice Sheets for their use.  The ExMC Secretary reminded the meeting that it is important for all bodies to share, for consistency, these documents and that they therefore should be prepared as DS. The meeting agreed these should be publicly available as DS and be submitted under the OD 035 process. 

A question regarding the 5 year re-endorsement process was asked as to the possibility of the DS being sent to the originator for them to make a comment? Mr Ludlam advised that the MT consider DS issued by IECEx, and in theory, if they agree the relevance within the DS then it should be included in the revision of the Standard. If they don’t agree we should be updating the editions in the list.

The Chair commented that every year we have this issue perhaps it would be helpful to have a WG or an AdHoc WG so we have input into the discussion.
The ExMC Secretary advised that care needs to be taken when making decisions regarding DS.  Continuing that we need to be careful that issues covered in the DS are clarified and fixed in the next edition of the Standard. Also the old DS may still be applicable. He continued that this is not a black and white situation of reconfirming. He suggested that when making such decisions the DS be sent back to the originator for relevance. Concluding that the secretariat along with the Chair will go through the list.
Decision 2018/25
Members reconfirmed the list of Decisions Sheets under the 5 year reconfirmation maintenance procedures.  Members agreed that, even though PTB as the Proficiency Testing Program provider is preparing Best Practice Sheets, we need to continue to prepare and publish Decision Sheets according to IECEx OD 035 on matters arising from the IECEx Proficiency Testing Program in the interests of transparency of these and access to these (e.g. by potential applicant ExTLs).

Members also agreed that there is a need for reviewing and any subsequent actions (reconfirmation, revision or withdrawal) on Decision Sheets where later Editions of referenced Standards have been published.
8. 3 
Review of process for the preparation and approval of Decision Sheets.
Documents Considered:

IECEx OD 035 - A procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets Edition 2.1
ExTAG/490B/CD – Draft Revision of ExTAG OD 035 - A procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets (2.1).

ExTAG/505/CC - Compilation of comments and observations on ExTAG/490A/CD Draft Revision of ExTAG OD 035 - A procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets (2.1)
The Chair invited Mr Mike Slowinske, as originator of the draft DS, to give an introduction. Mr Slowinske reminded the meeting of discussions which had taken place during the 2017 Washington meeting referring to Decision 2017/29 Review of process for the preparation and approval of Decision Sheets which included – 

(the Meeting) supported a proposal from UL for additional amendments to 
Clause 5 of OD 035 (in response to Decision 2017/20) to be considered by 
correspondence. Mr. Slowinske, UL, agreed to prepare the revision.
Mr Slowinske made the point that if two bodies do not agree with the additional option proposed and asked that as bodies do not agree after two cycles, what do we do about 5a and b? Mr. Ajay Maira, ExTC asked why B is required, what does it really mean? Dr. Munro also expressed concern. After discussion it was agreed that the DS be published but it was also requested and agreed that there be opportunity for further down the track.
Decision 2018/26
Members noted the publication of Edition 2.1 of IECEx OD 035 and after considering further amendments to OD 035 as circulated as ExTAG/490B/CD and supported by ExTAG/505/CC agreed to recommend that ExMC approve publication with the additional change proposed by this ExTAG Meeting to reword item 5 b) to read as follows:

b) Draft DS with the Compilation of comments shall proceed for publication but also listed for noting and any discussion at the next ExTAG meeting;

9 
ExTAG Proposed Decision Sheets in progress

9.1   Revision to Decision Sheet DS 2012/005 - Inclusion of an IP rating as part of the marking and certificate 

Document considered:

ExTAG/406B/CD Draft Revision to Decision Sheet DS 2012/005 - Inclusion of an IP rating as part of the marking and certificate

The Chair advised the meeting that as a result of discussion held during the last ExTAG meeting (2017) an updated version of the draft DS has now been prepared by the originator, Mr Sinclair. He invited Mr Sinclair to speak. 

Mr Sinclair advised that there are just three editorial changes which need to be made to the document and then it would be ready to go forward for publication as an ExTAG DS. Mr Mike Slowinske, UL, agreed with publishing the DS but asked the question as to what happens to existing certificates? Modification when certificate is updated? After some discussion the meeting agreed to publish the DS and for the IECEx Secretary to investigate the issue of IP ratings beyond the peer assessment of the body with the Secretary of IECEE. 
Decision 2018/27
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/406B/CD and agreed to proceed to publication.  Members also agreed that this does not necessitate an immediate revision of existing IECEx Certificates and also to consider approaches in IECEE.

9.2
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Creepage distance and Clearance of non-sparking ballasts 

Documents considered:
ExTAG/462A/CD - Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Creepage distance and clearance of non-sparking ballast according to IEC 60079-15
ExTAG/462B/CD – Revised Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Creepage distance and clearance of non-sparking ballast according to IEC 60079-15

ExTAG/528/CC – Compilation of comments and observations on ExTAG/462A/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet-Creepage distances and clearances of non-sparking ballast in non-sparking luminaire.
The Chair reminded the meeting that an initial Draft Decision Sheet was prepared by NEPSI, CN, and PTB, DE, and considered during the 2017 ExTAG meeting with agreement that a revised version be prepared and circulated for comment.  The meeting was asked to consider the updated draft along with the comments received. The Chair asked for comment. Mr Ron Sinclair urged caution saying that a decision on “n” cannot be made that is different to Level of Protection “ec” in IEC 60079-7. The Chair then asked the question, do we agree to proceed to publication or consult the Standard first?  As there was no opposition, and as this was the second round, the meeting agreed for document to go forward for publication. 
Decision 2018/28
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/462A/CD and supported by ExTAG/528/CC and then agreed to proceed to publication.
9.3  
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Spark ignition test with a super capacitor 
test according to IEC 60079-11



Documents considered
ExTAG/478B/CD - Revised Draft Decision Sheet - The spark ignition test with super capacitor

ExTAG/514/CC – Compilation of Comments and observations on ExTAG/478A/CD Revised Draft Decision Sheet - The spark ignition test with super capacitor

The Chair once again reminded the meeting that the original Draft Decision Sheet, as prepared by PCEC of China, was first considered during the 2017 Washington meeting. Following on from discussions within ExTAG  at that meeting PCEC prepared an updated version to taking into account comments received on ExTAG/478A/CD. He asked the meeting to consider the document ExTAG/478B/CD suggesting that it go forward for publication. The meeting agreed that the document be published as a DS. Mr. Nick Ludlam, FM, advised the meeting that TC31 WG37 was now looking at supercapictors.
Decision 2018/29
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/478B/CD and supported by ExTAG/514/CC and then agreed to proceed to publication, noting that IEC TC 31 WG 37 also have the task to consider Supercapacitors .
9.4 
Draft Decision Sheet - Modular concept for electrical Ex Equipment



Documents considered: 


ExTAG/499A/CD - Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Modular concept for 
electrical Ex Equipment



ExTAG/529/CC - Compilation of comments on ExTAG/499A/CD Draft 
ExTAG Decision Sheet – Modular concept for electrical Ex Equipment 

The Chair advised the meeting that the original Draft DS (ExTAG/499/CD) was prepared by PTB and circulated according to OD 035.  Comments received were issued as ExTAG/508/CC and were considered by the Originator.  A revised version ExTAG/499A/CD was prepared by the originator and issued for comment.  Comments received are issued as ExTAG/529/CC.  The Chair asked the meeting to consider the Draft DS for publication and also to consider the proposal to form an AdHoc WG to prepare a new IECEx Operational Document. The Chair then asked Dr. Detlev to speak. Dr. Detlev provided background and then asked for comments. Mr Slowinske, UL LLC, supported the concept suggesting however that more detail is required for it to be fully understood. Mr. Thierry Houeix, INERIS, questioned why a DS was required at all as a Standard already exists. Others agreed that the concept is not necessary. Mr. Julien Gauthier suggested that it is already covered by OD 034 Operational Document - Guidance on the preparation of IECEx Equipment Certificates and Reports covering more than one identifiable item of equipment.  Dr Detlev remarked that he understood the comments. The meeting did not support the PTB proposal but did agree with the suggestion that an adhoc WG be formed to consider OD 034.


Decision 2018/30
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/499A/CD and supported by ExTAG/529/CC and did not support publication at this time.  Members also agreed to invite PTB to further develop this draft Decision Sheet (noting the existence of IECEx OD 034).

Members also agreed to establish an ad hoc WG under the convenorship of Dr Detlev of PTB to consider the development of an IECEx Operational Document on this topic with the following Members.

Dr Detlev – PTB (Convener)

Thierry Houiex, INERIS

Lucy Qiao, National Supervision and Inspection Centre for Explosion Protection and 

      Safety of Instrumentation (NEPSI)

Francesco Esposito, Engineering & Compliance S.r.l.

Mike Slowinski, UL LLC

Karel Neleman, Bartec

Harald Zelm, Primara Test and Certification GmbH
Guenter Gabriel, Pepperl+Fuchs GmbH 

 Richard Schuller, DEKRA Certification B.V.
9.5 
Draft Decision Sheet – CoCs for Ex Equipment against performance 
standards


Documents considered:


ExTAG/500/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – CoCs for Ex 


Equipment against performance standards, prepared by FME
ExTAG/530/CC – Compilation of comments and observations on 
ExTAG/500/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – CoCs for Ex 
Equipment 
against performance standards

The Chair asked the meeting to consider Draft DS ExTAG/500/CD as prepared by FM Approvals along with the comments received to determine whether or not this DS should proceed. The Chair then invited Mr. Nick Ludlam, FM, to speak. Mr Ludalm supplied background saying that the DS is intended to aid end users when performance standards are not used. The Chair thanked Mr. Ludlam and asked for any comments. Concerns were raised and it was generally agreed that a DS was not appropriate. The meeting did not agree that the document be published but rather that the matter be referred to the ExMC.
Decision 2018/31
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/500/CD and supported by ExTAG/530/CC and then agreed to refer this matter to the ExMC and that the Decision Sheet not proceed to publication at this time.

9.6
 Draft Decision Sheet – Application of IEC 60079-28 (Replacement of 
previous draft DS 2017/003A)


Documents considered:




ExTAG/502A/CD – Draft New ExTAG Decision Sheet – Application 
of IEC 60079-28 (replacement for previous Draft DS 2017/003A 

(ExTAG/484/CD) Updated draft prepared by the secretariat


ExTAG/524/CC – Compilation of comments and observations on 
ExTAG/502/CD - Draft New ExTAG Decision Sheet – Application of IEC 
60079-28 (replacement for previous Draft DS 2017/003A 
(ExTAG/484/CD)
ExMC/1406/CD – AU Proposal to introduce a new IECEx Operational Document (OD) to address issues surrounding use of 
light sources 
within Ex equipment.

The Chair asked the meeting to consider the updated draft DS prepared by the IECEx Secretariat in consultation with the MT 60079-28, along with an AU proposal ExMC/1406/CD.  He then invited Dr Munro to present the AU proposal.
  Dr Jim Munro began by giving background to the proposed OD. He advised that AU is of the opinion that under the current approach of IECEx where compliance with IEC 60079-28 is treated as optional, that equipment may be certified that is non-compliant with IEC 60079-28 and hence introduce an explosion risk. As well as introducing an unacceptable safety risk, this could leave IECEx and its ExCBs open to litigation in the event of an accident. He asked that if bodies don’t have 60079-28 in their scope how do they prove their competence? He suggested that unless there exists agreement with another laboratory which does have 60079-28 this would be hard to do.  Mr Ludlam, FM, opposed the use of the Operational Document suggesting that the Draft DS prepared by Mr Lawrence should be given consideration. The ExMC Secretary advised the meeting that the AU proposal will be discussed later in the week during the ExMC Meeting and that at present the ExMC were only seeking ExTAG’s view of the position put forward by AU MB. He continued that it would seem that ExTAG members have varying views on the draft Operational Document and perhaps may suggest that this be referred to ExMC WG1 for consideration. He agreed that discussion should now focus on the Draft DS from Bill Lawrence. Mr. Ludlam advised that a few changes for example “optical radiation instead of “optical sources” could be seen as simply editorial editorial.  

During discussion Mr. Coppler, TC31 Chair, advised the meeting that they are continuing to work through this issue and plan to report to TC31 during the Busan Meeting. Mr Ron Sinclair, SGS BASEEFA, stated that we cannot wait any longer. We have a good DS proposed and we need to go forward. After further discussion the meeting agreed to publish the revised Draft DS. 
Decision 2018/32
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet (circulated as ExTAG/502A/CD and supported by ExTAG/524/CC), ExMC/1406/CD and comments received today from Bill Lawrence on ExTAG/502A/CD then agreed to 

1. proceed to publication of the Decision Sheet  circulated as a draft but changing “optical ignition source” to “optical radiation source” in the question;

2. advise ExMC that ExTAG have varying views on ExMC/1406/CD and hence suggest that this be referred to ExMC WG1 for consideration;  and

3. at a later date, consider Mr Lawrence’s comments as the basis for subsequent revision of the Decision Sheet.

9.7 

Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Application of requirement for material remaining under a blind hole in flameproof enclosures
Document considered:



ExTAG/487A/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Application of 


requirement for material remaining under a blind hole in flameproof 

enclosures (Updated draft from the Originator Mr Viljoen of ZA)

ExTAG/521/CC – Compilation of comments on ExTAG/487/CD
The Chair asked Mr Roelof Viljoen, MASC, as the originator of the original Draft DS ExTAG/487/CD as well as ExTAG/487A/CD to introduce discussion.  Mr Viljoen referred the meeting to ExTAG/521/CC, which now contains diagrams, as well as the revised Draft DS. After some discussion there was agreement that the document go forward for publication as a DS with the secretariat to send both the DS and ExTAG/521/CC to IEC MT 60079-1 for consideration in preparation of the next edition.
Decision 2018/33
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/487A/CD and supported by ExTAG/521/CC and then agreed to proceed to publication.   Members also agreed that the Secretariat forward the MASC comments (ExTAG/521/CC, which contains diagrams) to the MT 60079-1 for consideration.

9.8 

Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Non-closely coupled single packaged opto-isolators
Document considered:



ExTAG/531/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet, ExTAG/531/CD re-non-closely coupled single packaged opto-isolators
The Chair advised that the next five Draft Decision Sheets had been received very recently and had been issued under the requirements of OD 035 just for initial discussion.  He advised that although Draft DS (ExTAG/531/CD) had been prepared by MSTC of AU, Mr Ajay Maira from AU would lead the discussion. Mr Maira commenced by explaining the intent of the DS. The Chair then asked for comments. Mr Nick Ludlam, FM, commenced by saying that he fully agreed with Mr. Maira. He continued, that when writing standards we sometimes don’t consider the ramifications of the text used. He suggested that Mr. Maira was on the right path but that an ISH may be a better way to move forward rather than a Decision Sheet. There was some support for this suggestion. The Chair thanked Mr. Maira and reminded the meeting that there was still the opportunity to comment as the Draft DS has been circulated for six weeks comment period. He also recommended that the suggestion for and ISH rather than a DS be submitted as a comment.
Decision 2018/34
Members noted the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/531/CD and that this is being circulated for a 6 week comment period according to OD 035 and that at this point in time the ExTAG meeting noted a comment that perhaps an ISH (Interpretation Sheet) issued via TC31 may be a better option but that this remark could be submitted with other comments.  Agreed to await the 6 week comment period.  

9.9 
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Assessment of change to standard for 
certificate up-issue

Document considered:



ExTAG/456B/CD – Revised Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet

The Chair commenced this item by reminding the meeting that Draft DS ExTAG/456A/CD had been discussed during the 2017 Washington meeting with a decision for LCIE to consider a revised version to taking into  account  comments received. He then asked Mr Gauthier, LCIE, as the originator to introduce this item. Mr Gauthier advised that LCIE have prepared an updated version of the Draft DS, ExTAG/456B/CD, taking into account comments received, which is currently issued for consideration by ExTAG for the usual 6 week period according to OD 035.  He then asked for comments from the floor. He encouraged the meeting to comment stating that a final approach is required.  Adding that we need consistency.  The Chair thanked Mr. Gauthier and reminded the meeting that there was still the opportunity to comment as the Draft DS has been circulated for six weeks comment period.
Decision 2018/35
Members noted the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/456B/CD and that this is being circulated for a 6 week comment period according to OD 035 and that at this point in time the ExTAG meeting did not have any additional remarks.  Agreed to await the 6 week comment period.

9.10 
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Measurement of Pressure of several 
intercommunicating compartments in Ex d products.


Document considered:


ExTAG/534/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Measurement of Pressure 
of several intercommunicating compartments in Ex d products. 

The Chair asked CQST, CN, as the originator to present the proposal. Ms Alice Kou commenced by providing background on the proposed ExTAG Draft DS which asks if it is possible to test the product with several intercommunicating compartments? Ms Kou asked the meeting for feedback. Mr Mark Coppler, in his role as a manufacturer, commented that he would never have connected Ex d components in this way. Dr. Munro commented that if it is not required in the Standard then the system cannot require it. He also commented that providing design advice to manufacturers is prohibited by ISO/IEC 17065. After some further discussion CQST was asked if it wished to review and recirculate an updated version or wait for feedback on the current Draft DS. It was agreed to wait for feedback. The Chair thanked Ms Kou and reminded the meeting to send comment as the Draft DS has been circulated for six weeks comment period.
Decision 2018/36
Members noted the draft Decision Sheet as circulated as ExTAG/534/CD and that this is being circulated for a 6 week comment period according to OD 035, and that, at this point in time, the ExTAG meeting noted a comment that a DS should not mention or make reference to “design assistance for manufacturers” but agreed to leave this to the comment period.  Agreed to await the 6 week comment period.

9.11
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Undercut of 
internal metric threads in Ex d enclosure.


Document considered:



ExTAG/535/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Undercut of internal metric 
threads in Ex d enclosure. 


ExTAG/535A/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Undercut of internal 
metric threads in Ex d enclosure
The Chair began by advising that an updated version, ExTAG/535A/CD, has been prepared by CQST to include diagrams that were missing from the earlier version of the document. He then again asked CQST, CN, as the originator to present the proposal. Ms Kou again provided background and asked for comments. Mr Nick Ludlam, FM, mentioned that this could be helpful but also suggesting that Clause 16.3 Cable Glands of IEC 60079-0 could help explain in more detail what we have in the Draft DS .Mr Schuller, DEKRA, raised concern that it conflicts with Clause 5.3 Threaded joints of IEC 60079-1. Mr Sean Clarke, ExVeritas, suggested the use of cemented joints. After discussion it was agreed to wait for the six week comment period.

Decision 2018/37

Members noted the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/535/CD and that this is 
being 
circulated for a 6 week comment period according to OD 035 and that at this 
point in time the ExTAG meeting noted the following as immediate issues raised:


•
While possibly a suitable DS a reference to cable gland requirements of IEC 

60079-0 maybe useful

•
A check against requirements of Cl 5.3 of IEC 60079-1 maybe necessary to 

ensure no conflict

•
The use of cemented joints could be an issue

In noting all these and others can be raised during the 6 week comment period, agreed 
to await the comment period.
9.12 
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Suffix “X” and “U” to the certificate.



Document considered:



ExTAG/536/CD- Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet ExTAG/536/CD Suffix “X” 
and “U” to the certificate.
The Chair invited Ms Lucy Lu, NEPSI, as originator of the draft DS, to give an introduction. Ms Lu provided a brief background the Chair then asked for comments. Mr Slowinske, UL, disagreed with the recommendation suggesting Clause 6.3.2 Degree of protection provided by installation, of IEC 60079-15 apply. Mr Richard Schuller, DEKRA, NL, also raised concerns about the DS. After discussion it was agreed to wait for the six week comment period.

Decision 2018/38
Members noted the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/536/CD and that this is being circulated for a 6 week comment period according to OD 035 and that at this point in time the ExTAG meeting noted a remark that one of the Members did not agree with the Draft DS and another that raised concerns however agreed to await the 6 week comment period according to OD 035
10
New topics (suggestions for topics to be dealt with during the next ExTAG Meeting)


The Chair suggested that item is an opportunity for members to raise topics for discussion at future meetings.


The following topics were suggested-

· for the Training Workshop  - the CoC System

· Intrinsic Safety

· Batteries - Assessment and consideration of Ex equipment containing Batteries

The Chair thanked the meeting for these suggestions.

Decision 2018/39
In consideration of topics for inclusion in the 2019 ExTAG Training Workshop and meetings the following were items were raised:

· Preparation of IECEx Certificates and the management of QAR Validity

· Intrinsic Safety assessments

· Assessment and consideration of Ex equipment containing Batteries

11       Contact with other International and Regional Bodies – Status review
 The IECEx Secretary advised that, OIML, the International Organization of Legal Metrology OIML will participate at the ExMC Meeting to explore possible co-operation later in the week. Also the Secretary to discuss the topic of “Flexible Scope” with ILAC in Busan, Korea.
Decision 2018/40
Members accepted a verbal report from the IECEx Secretary as an update on 
· Opportunities for cooperation with OIML. Noting OIML will attend the ExMC Meeting

· Ongoing IEC/ILAC/IAF cooperation.
12
Matters for proposal to ExMC
The Chair advised that he would be preparing a report, as usual, to present during the ExMC Meeting. He then asked the meeting if, before preparing the report,  there were any matters that they wished taken to the coming ExMC Meeting. There were no matters.

13 
Other Business
The Chair asked if there was any other business. Mr Julien Gauthier, the ExTAG Secretary took the opportunity to remind ExCBs and ExTLs of the need to submit Form ExMC/251B/Q when seeking scope extension to add latest editions to Standards, including where an Amendment has been published, for example IEC 60079-7: 2017 Ed.5.1. The Chair thanked Mr Gauthier for this reminder.

14
Confirmation of next meeting, year and place
The Chair asked, and the meeting agreed, that the ExTAG will meet in conjunction with the ExMC in 2020 in the United Arab Emirates, week commencing, 2020 09 23. He concluded by saying that this will be discussed again at the ExMC meeting later this week.

15 
Close of Meeting
The Chair thanked the  FR National Committee and its sponsors for a very well organised and supported ExTAG meeting and, also, to the meeting delegates for their active contribution.

Before the meeting was finally declared closed Mr. Ralph Wigg, AU, congratulated the Chair, Professor Xu Jianping, on a very well run meeting. The members agreed. 

The meeting closed at 17.30.

	ANNEX Action

No.
	Mins

Item
	Action
	By Whom
	Status

	1
	5.1
	Testsafe to revise ExTAG/522/CD taking into account discussion and to resubmit the draft Decision Sheet.


	TestSafe
	Following the Meeting

	2
	5.1
	MT60079-11 to consider this further with the objective of providing clearer guidance via the planned revision of Annex A.


	MT 60079-11 (Mr. Colin Cameron)
	Following the Meeting

	3
	5.2
	Mr Sinclair to prepare an ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet for circulation via OD035 as an interim measure until the work in IECEE is finalised.

	Mr. Ron Sinclair SGS BASEEFA
	Following the Meeting

	4
	5.2
	Work from the IECEE Working Group on Metrology to be considered by ExTAG once completed.


	ExTAG 
	To Monitor

	5
	5.3
	FM to submit a revised draft Decision Sheet for consideration in accordance with OD 035 procedure. Also to consider wording in IEC 60079-2.

	FM Approvals LLC
	Following the Meeting

	6
	6.6 
	Secretariat to request TC31 WG37 to consider the preparation of an Interpretation Sheet.


	ExTAG Secretariat
	Following the Meeting

	7
	
	Testsafe be given an opportunity to continue development of the draft IECEx Decision Sheet ExTAG/520/CD for consideration as per IECEx OD 035. 

	TestSafe
	Following the Meeting

	8
	
	A summary of the BKI position / methodology be provided to ExTAG members for additional consideration over a six week period. (issued as ExTAG(Cannes/BKI)05)

	ExTAG Secretariat
	Following the Meeting

	9
	6.7


	The Meeting agreed for a Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet be prepared by Mr Kelly and Dr Zalogin in consultation with IEC TC31 WG 37.

	Mr. Paul Kelly, UL, and Dr Zalogin, NANIO CCVE.
	Following the Meeting

	10
	6.8
	The Secretariat to undertake a review of the order in which ExTR blanks appear on the IECEx Website.

	Secretariat
	Following the Meeting

	11
	7.1
	IECEx Executive to consider the proposal from ExTAG WG01 regarding the definition or clarification of document ownership as part of their development of an OD on IECEx Document Management at their next meeting.


	IECEx Executive
	Following the Meeting

	12
	7.1
	The order in which ExTRs blanks currently appear on the IECEx web site, to be made consistent as they should appear latest edition to earliest which is not, in some instances, the present case.

	IECEx Secretariat 
	Following the Meeting

	13
	7.3 
	The meeting considered a proposed revision of IECEx OD 024 as circulated to ExMC member as ExMC/1411/CD, agreed to support the proposed revision (with minor editorials). The Chair to report this decision during the ExMC Meeting.

 
	ExTAG Chair
	Following the Meeting

	14
	7.3 
	ExTAG WG 06 to continue to work on the  publication OD 024, with the IECEx Executive Secretary to continue in the role as Acting Convenor.

	WG6
	Prior to next meeting

	15
	7.4 
	To propose to ExMC that ExTAG WG 10 conduct a revision of OD 202 taking into account current feedback and the DE proposal to ExMC, ExMC(Cannes/DE)02.

	ExTAG Chair
	Prior to next meeting

	16
	7.5
	The meeting agreed that the matter concerning withdrawal of DS2015/001A be referred to the ExMC for a final decision, with the meeting favouring option Q2 from ExTAG/532/R.

	ExTAG Chair
	Following the Meeting

	17
	8.2
	The ExTAG Secretariat to review any subsequent actions (reconfirmation, revision or withdrawal) on Decision Sheets where later Editions of referenced Standards have been published.

	ExTAG Secretariat
	Following the Meeting

	18
	8.3
	ExTAG agreed to recommend to ExMC support for ExTAG/490B/CD Draft Revision of ExTAG OD 035 - A procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets (2.1) with the minor additional changes  


	ExTAG Chair
	Following the Meeting

	19
	9.1
	After minor editorial changes have been made ExTAG/406B/CD Draft Revision to Decision Sheet DS 2012/005 - Inclusion of an IP rating as part of the marking and certificate to proceed to publication.
	Mr Sinclair and the ExTAG Secretariat


	Following the Meeting

	20
	9.2
	The meeting agreed for document ExTAG/462B/CD – Revised Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Creepage distance and clearance of non-sparking ballast according to IEC 60079-15 to proceed to publication. 


	ExTAG Secretariat
	Following the Meeting

	21
	9.3


	ExTAG/478B/CD - Revised Draft Decision Sheet - The spark ignition test with super capacitor to be published as a Decision Sheet.


	ExTAG Secretariat
	Following the Meeting

	22
	9.4


	AdHoc WG to be formed as follows-

Dr Detlev – PTB (Convener)

Thierry Houiex, INERIS

Lucy Qiao, National Supervision and Inspection Centre for Explosion Protection and 

      Safety of Instrumentation (NEPSI)

Francesco Esposito, Engineering & Compliance S.r.l.

Mike Slowinski, UL LLC

Karel Neleman, Bartec

Harald Zelm, Primara Test and Certification GmbH

Guenter Gabriel, Pepperl+Fuchs GmbH 

 Richard Schuller, DEKRA Certification B.V.

	ExTAG Secretariat
	Following the Meeting

	23
	9.5
	ExTAG/500/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – CoCs for Ex Equipment against performance standards, prepared by FME, to be withdrawn.


	ExTAG Secretariat
	Following the Meeting

	24
	9.5 


	Advise ExMC that ExTAG have varying views on ExMC/1406/CD and hence suggest that this be referred to ExMC WG1 for consideration.


	ExTAG Chair
	Following the Meeting

	25
	9.6
	ExTAG/502A/CD – Draft New ExTAG Decision Sheet – Application of IEC 60079-28 (replacement for previous Draft DS 2017/003A (ExTAG/484/CD) Updated draft prepared by the secretariat proceed to publication of the Decision Sheet  circulated as a draft but changing “optical ignition source” to “optical radiation source” in the question; then to proceed to publication. 


	ExTAG Secretariat 
	Following the Meeting

	26
	9.7
	ExTAG/487A/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Application of requirement for material remaining under a blind hole in flameproof enclosures (Updated draft from the Originator Mr Viljoen of ZA) to proceed to publication.

	ExTAG Secretariat 
	Following the Meeting

	27
	9.7
	The Secretariat to forward the MASC comments (ExTAG/521/CC, which contains diagrams) to the MT 60079-1 for consideration.

	ExTAG Secretariat
	Following the Meeting

	28
	9.8 
	ExTAG/531/CD wait for six week comment period.

	ExTAG Secretariat to mionitor
	Following the Meeting

	29
	9.9
	ExTAG/456B/CD wait for six week comment period.


	ExTAG Secretariat to mionitor
	Following the Meeting

	30
	9.10 
	ExTAG/534/CD wait for six week comment period.


	ExTAG Secretariat to mionitor
	Following the Meeting

	31
	9.11
	ExTAG/535A/CD wait for six week comment period.

	ExTAG Secretariat to mionitor
	Following the Meeting

	32
	9.12 
	ExTAG/536/CD wait for six week comment period.

	ExTAG Secretariat to mionitor
	Following the Meeting

	33
	10
	Secretary and Chair to prepare topics for 2019 ExTAG Training Workshop which may include:

· Preparation of IECEx Certificates and the management of QAR Validity

· Intrinsic Safety assessments

· Assessment and consideration of Ex equipment containing Batteries


	Secretary and Chair
	Prior to next meeting

	34
	13
	Reminder for all ExCBs and ExTLs seeking scope extension applications to use the declaration form ExMC/251B/Q
	ExCBs and ExTLs
	Ongoing
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