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IECEx Mark Committee Meeting 

11 June 2009, Geneva

2009-07-08


INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx System)

IECEx Mark Committee MEETING

Meeting Report - IECEx Mark Committee meeting, held in Geneva, on Thursday 11 June 2009 commencing at 9.00 a.m. 
IEC Central Office Meeting Room

Arr at Level 1 No.3 Rue de Varembe, 

Geneva
	SUBJECT
	Discussion Leader

	1
OPENING OF THE MEETING  (Start 09:00)
Opening by the Chairman, self introduction of the participants, and noting of apologies for absence.

Present : 

Tim Duffy (TD)
IECEx Mark Committee Chairman

Kerry McManama (KM) 
IECEx Chairman 


Liu Weijun (LW)
IECEx Vice Chairman


Heinz Berger (HB) 
IECEx Treasurer


Ron Sinclair (RS)
ExTAG Chairman


Uwe Klausmeyer (UW)
IECEx Immediate Past Chairman


Chris Agius (CA)
IECEx Secretary


Melinda Steinberg (MS)
IECEx Business Coordinator, CO


Mr Ron Collis (RC)
Task Group Leader IECEx Business 



Planning 
Apologies: Ralph Wigg, Michel Brenon, Alan Ogden 
Opened at 9am

Request from the Chair of the System for some time on the agenda, to finish some work left over from yesterday IECEx Officers Meeting.  Refer to IECEx Officers meeting report for details.
.
 
	Chairman

	2 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
The meeting approved the Agenda as prepared by the Chairman

	Chairman

	3 REVIEW OF EXCB APPLICATION PROCESS:
· ExCB applies to Secretariat to become IECEx Conformity Mark issuing body 

· IECEx Staff reviews documentation for completeness 

· ExMarkCo reviews application after staff approval and forwards (or rejects) to ExMC for formal approval

· ExMC formally votes on the application, ExCB & Central Office sign agreement
The meeting noted the application process as outlined above and detailed by the Secretary


	Chairman

	4 LIST OF CURRENTLY AUTHORISED ExCBs OD 001 
on-line http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/OD001.asp 
Australia 
TestSafe

Finland 
VTT

France  
LCIE

Germany 
TUV SUD PS

Hungary 
BKI

Norway 
NEMKO

Singapore 
TUV SUD PSB

The Members noted that the website is up to date in terms of both IECEx Mark License issuing ExCBs and also applicant ExCBs.
In noting the OD 001 listing on the IECEx website, the meeting also agreed on the need to maintain a listing of current ExMarkCo Members.

ACTION:  Secretary to arrange for a listing of ExMarkCo Members to be displayed on the IECEx website.

	Chairman

	5 LIST OF CANDIDATE ExCBs and STATUS

· SIMTARS, Engineering, Testing and Certification Centre
Germany 
PTB
Netherlands   
KEMA

United Kingdom
BASEEFA

United Kingdom
SIRA

In discussing the Application status, the meeting noted and discussed the comment from Ralph Wigg concerning OD 22 and the SIRA application, and agreed that at this point OD 22 should remain unchanged.
The Secretariat will respond to Ralph that we currently feel that the requirements are currently fulfilled and should remain as they are.

The meeting then discussed the availability of some of the ExCB documents, as listed on the ExMarkCo area of the IECEx website – for example, SIMTARS application which is available to those having the basic login details. The meeting concluded to place such ExCB specific documents behind an additional password, in order to avoid possible intellectual property issues.
ACTION:  Secretary to arrange for future applications that procedures and sensitive documents are to be issued to ExMarkCo without wider membership gaining access.

OD 001 Online. – In reviewing the On-Line OD 001 the meeting agreed for the Secretary to review format of listing the ExCBs, noting that for simplicity of the system the current format is fine.

ACTION:  Secretary to review the various fields on the OD 001 website for their relevance. 

	Secretary

	6 DOCUMENTS FOR NOTING:

· IECEx 04 – IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System 

· OD/022/V1 – Rules and Procedures for the granting of Licenses to issue and use the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· OD/023/V1 – Terms and Conditions for use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· IECEx Guide – IECEx 04A – Guidance for making applications for an use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 
· IECEx OD 011-4 Ed.1.1 - Guidance on Use of the IECEx Internet based “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity System (Part 4: Creating IECEx Conformity Mark Licenses) Posted 090526
OD 011-4 was presented to the meeting by the Secretary

The meeting discussed various aspects of the on-line System for Mark Licenses and noted the following:

· The Mark license and schedule link to CoCs issued under the equipment scheme

· Currently a Mark License can only cover Equipment CoCs issued by the ExCB that issues the Mark License

The meeting agreed that while a link exists from the License certificate to each CoC for the equipment there should also be a link back from the CoCs that are covered by a Mark License back to the License.

ACTION:  Secretary to arrange with IEC IT.

	Secretary

	7 PROPOSED SIZE OF THE COMMITTEE AND REPRESENTATIVE INTERESTS – reported at ExMC Paris
•
ExCB representatives will come from Ex Conformity Mark authorized Bodies and will be nominated / approved by ExTAG

•
Nominations for other representatives (Manufacturers, Regulatory Interests, Users), sought from Member Bodies approved by ExMC

•
Term limits for Officers per IECEx 01 all others two 3 year terms max.
The meeting noted that ExMC had approved the proposed size of the committee and representative interests as detailed below.

The meeting agreed that a call for Nominations is to be issued with nominations ready for the Melbourne meeting.
No. of members

Group represented

2

ExMarkCo Chair and Secretary

IECEx Officers 

3

ExCBs (License issuing, applicant)
3

Manufacturers

3

Regulatory interests

3

Users

The meeting agreed to recommend to ExMC that nominations should be made in such a way to avoid that the same country is represented in multiple areas, allowing a wider spread geographical representation.
Secretary to issue a Circular to ExMC and ExTAG (only accepted or applicant Mark issuing CBs) calling for nomination for the ExMarkCo, also reminding the duty of these members. Once these come back, the 3 Chairmen and the Secretary will review this and then send to the Officers who will ask for the ratification in Melbourne.

Once appointed the current membership is disbanded.
ACTION:  Secretary to arrange for the nomination process with nominations to be reviewed by the IECEx Chairman, ExTAG Chairman and ExMarkCo Chairman for recommendation to ExMC.

	Secretary

	8 FEE STRUCTURE REVEIEW 
· ExCB Application fee needed?

· Approximate costs for application review

· CoC fee structure

In discussion members requested to know the approximate time spent by the Secretariat to deal with the complete process of an ExCB applying to become a Mark license issuing ExCB from application to final operation of the ExCB.  Mr. Agius advised of the following steps undertaken by the Secretariat:
· Receive, lodge/record application from ExCB
· Review ExCBs procedures for issuing mark license (usually require going back to ExCB for clarification or additional info)

· Prepare report for ExMarkCo, load to website

· Deal with any comments from ExMarkCo (usually none)

· Prepare ExMC voting document and lodge on website, record etc

· Chase up votes from ExMC members
· Prepare voting report (deal with any questions inquiries (usually none)

· Prepare license agreement between ExCB and IEC for signing by both ExCB and IEC General Secretary

· Arrange signing, issue originals and maintain records

· Update IECEx website and On-line Certificate system to activate ExCB’s ability to issue On-Line License Certificates

On average 40 man-hours spread across several weeks and in some cases months for each application is required with some a little less and some more due to need for either chasing of information or clarification/questions.
Members noted at this stage there is no application fee applied to ExCBs for seeking to become IECEx Mark License issuing ExCB.

Members discussed the need for recovering these costs and agreed to raise this as part of business planning
IECEx Treasurer commented that there should be no application fee.  Manufacturers using the Mark are not assessed a separate fee since there is a certificate fee for Equipment CoCs.  This is something that should be reviewed for the Business Plan.

Members agreed to refer this to the discussions for the development of Business Plan and WG13.

ACTION:  Mr Collis to include this issue in the preparation of the IECEx Business Plan and to refer this also for WG13 discussions 

	Secretary

	9 CAB ISSUES CONCERNING MARK 
· Suggested changes in System logo - Concern regarding similarity between proposed logo change and the IEC Ex Mark
· CAB Decision 24/19 from CAB/791/DL of the Sao Paulo 2008 CAB Meeting

Decision 24/19 — Use/abuse of the IECEx Mark

Noting that appropriate insurance arrangements have been made by the IEC with respect to the operation of the IECEx Mark Licensing Scheme, the CAB requests the IECEx to take the following actions concerning the use and possible misuse of the IECEx Mark:

1. Require certification bodies operating the IECEx Mark Licensing Scheme to report to the IECEx without delay on any identified misuse of the Mark by a licensee, including details of actions taken by the certification body.

2. Require certification bodies operating in the IECEx Mark Licensing System to report to the IECEx Secretariat any claims, actions or judgements relating to their participation in the Scheme.

3. Require all IECEx Members and certification bodies to draw the attention of the IECEx Secretary to any identified instances of misuse of the Mark by unlicensed persons.

4. While IECEx Members and certification bodies should be required by the IECEx to report on the matters raised under 1, 2 and 3 as soon as practicable, the IECEx Secretary should specifically request such reporting on an annual basis and in turn provide an annual report to the CAB.

The IECEx Secretary should report any serious instances of misuse of the Mark to the IEC General Secretary as soon as practicable
The meeting received information from the Secretary that the CAB will be informed of any issues related to misuse or abuse of the IECEx Mark of Confomity or will be advised that no issues exist (where none are known to exist).
It was decided that the issue of the use and abuse of the Mark will be a standing agenda item for the Committee.  The results will also be reported to the ExMC on an annual basis.
While the main intent is to survey the licensing ExCBs for any known issues with the Mark, a general question needs to be raised with all the membership possibly at annual ExMC meetings.  
ACTION:  
1, Secretary to review OD 022 to ensure that when reviewing applications from ExCBs that we review their procedures to ensure that they have a notification process for misuse of the Mark.

2, Secretary to canvas members periodically (at a minimum annually) for any examples of misuse of the Mark and include an ExMC agenda item. 


	Chairman / Secretary 

	10 ADDITIONAL WORK ITEMS FOR EXMC CONSIDERATION – reported at ExMC Paris
· Use of IECEx Conformity Mark by IECEx Certified Service Facilities – specific conditions to be considered.
There was considerable discussion on the issue whether or not IECEx Certified Service Facilities, (e.g., Repair Workshops) should also have access to the same IECEx Conformity Mark for items such as their Reports and Stationery.  There were opposing opinions expressed during the meeting, including the suggestion that Repair Workshops might be allowed access to the IECEx logo and that this may be a matter for WG10.

The meeting further raised the likely possibility of those involved in the IECEx Certified Persons Scheme to want access to some form of Mark or Logo.

The meeting agreed that the Secretary will consult with Central office regarding the legal issues surrounding the use of the Mark for other that equipment marking.  on the various possible options and will then report back to the Committee. A guide will also need to be created.

ACTION:  Secretary to raise within IEC Central Office.
There was further discussion on the broader issue of access to the IECEx logo by manufacturers who hold valid IECEx CoCs and agreed that this matter also needs to be considered. 
The meeting also discussed the issue of moulding the mark onto labels and nameplates and agreed to wait and see what feedback we receive from those using the Mark.


	Chairman / Secretary

	11 DECISION LIST ITEMS
The meeting reviewed the following decision items relating to the IECEx Conformity Mark, from the 2008 Paris ExMC meeting:

· 19 – ExMarkCo to develop a final proposed fee structure for consideration by ExMC - Decision by ExMarkCo – in favour of retaining the current decision of no additional fee for IECEx Conformity Mark
ACTION:  To be reviewed as part of the development of the IECEx Business Plan
· 20 – ExMarkCo to consider further the strategy relating to the possible misuse of the Mark, noting provisions of IECEx 04 and OD 022 and OD 023.  Completed – Issuance of the IECEx 04A Guide and Ongoing – Identification of IECEx membership logo misuse and notification of Secretariat for action

· 
ExMC Meeting - Attention to CAB Decision 24/19 “Use and Abuse of the IECEx Mark” and the need for ExMC to report annually to CAB if there are any issues relating to misuse of the Mark
· 21 – ExMarkCo to consider the use of the Mark in the Certified services Facilities Scheme – Ongoing work item – Refer to item 10 above

	Chairman / Secretary

	12 OTHER BUSINESS
No other items were brought forward.
	Chairman

	13 NEXT MEETING To consider the date and time for the next meeting,
At this stage the meeting agreed to target the June 2010 CAB meeting timeframe for a meeting in Geneva but note that a meeting can be called sooner if needed.

	Chairman

	14 CLOSE OF MEEETING

The Chairman closed the meeting.

	Chairman
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