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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES  (IECEx Scheme)

MEETING REPORT

IECEx MARKS COMMITTEE MEETING
3 June 2008

IEC Central Office, Geneva
Time: 09.00 – 15.00
Present : 

Tim Duffy – Chairman

Michel Brenon

Heinz Berger

Ron Collis

Chris Agius
Melinda Steinberg
Apologises:
Uwe Klausmeyer

Kerry McManama

Allen Ogden

Liu Wiejun

Ralph Wigg

Wal Robson

Purpose of the Meeting: 

Follow-up to the last meeting to review the Action Items (Singapore), as requested by Chairman.

Meeting Agenda:

The Chairman used the minutes of the last meeting (ExMarkCo/11/RM) in particular the Action list as the agenda for this meeting plus the following:
· Up-date of license applications

· Up-date on action items
· Clarification on the process for withdrawal of a License agreement between  IEC and an ExCB, as raised by Mr Brenon 
· Misuse of IECEx Logo as reported by Mr Collis to the CAB June 2008 meeting.
Report of the Meeting
1. License Applications

The Secretary reported that the following applications from ExCBs to become an IECEx Conformity Mark License issuing ExCB have been received from the following:

AU 
TestSafe

FI 
VTT

DE 
PTB

DE 
TUV SUD PS

GB 
Baseefa

HU 
BKI

NL 
KEMA BV

NO 
NEMKO

SG 
TUV SUD PSB
The Secretary advised that BKI, VTT and TUV SUD PSB have now been formally approved by ExMC with License agreements between the ExCBs and IEC now awaiting final signature from the IEC General Secretary. 

The Secretary further advised that applications from TestSafe and TUV SUD PS as submitted to ExMarkCo as ExMarkCo/12/CD and ExMarkCo/13/CD respectively have now closed for comment with no objections or concerns being received by the Secretariat.  On this basis voting documents will be prepared and submitted to ExMC for formal voting. 
In noting that IECEx Operational Document OD 001 (electronic version) at http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp lists both approved ExCBs and those at the application stage, including applicant Mark ExCBs, The Chairman proposed and members agreed to request the Secretariat to include notification of the stage of each ExCB application.

Decision 2008/24

Secretary to include the status of an application of each ExCB in OD 001.

The Secretary informed the meeting that the other applicant ExCBs are still at the Document review stage by the Secretariat where the Secretariat is awaiting additional information from the bodies concerned, as the Secretariat did not feel that the applications are complete enough for submission to ExMarkCo.
2. Report on Actions from the first ExMarkCo Meeting
The following table provides a report of actions as noted during the meeting.  The decisions noted in this table relate to those in ExMarkCo/11/RM.  Items in Blue are reports from the Secretary.  Items in red are decisions from the meeting.
	Action

No.
	Action

	1
	Decision 2008/01: 

Decision 2008/02:

Decision 2008/03:

Decision 2008/04:

Preparation of proposed changes to IECEx 04 to incorporate changes to logo.

Preparation of Guide to use of Mark
IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: The Mark Licensing system is only using the one design that being the one without Boarder and this is permissible as the design contained in IECEx 04 is for illustrative purposes only.  Further details of concerning these decisions are being included in the revised version of the “IECEx Conformity Mark Guide”.  Guide to be issued by 15 June 08.

Meeting Decision/action:  To note the change for the next revision of IECEx 04 along with any other suggested changes that ExMarkCo may consider based on experience of operating the Mark License system.


	2
	Preparation of Guide to use of Mark
IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: The Mark Guide document is ready and awaiting final screen shots to be included, once website is finalised, ready for 15 June 08

Meeting Decision/action:  Agreed to have the secretariat issue a final version of the Guide for a 1 week check by ExMarkCo.  No comment means no objection to publish.


	3
	Decision 2008/05: 

Alternative form of presentation of logo

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: To receive an update at the meeting

Meeting Decision/action:  Noted work todate from Mr Collis and agreed to include proposals in a future revision of the Mark Guide.


	4
	Decision 2008/06: 

Review Clause 1.2 of OD 022

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: Does any Member have a comment to this or do we maintain current wording?

Meeting Decision/action:  Following concerns by M Brenon over the process of consultation with ExMarkCo on the possible withdrawal of a License between IEC and an ExCB, the meeting agreed to receive a proposal from FR to clarify  Clause 9.2 of the IECEx 01 Basic Rules. 
ACTION ITEM: M Brenon



	5
	Decision 2008/07: 

Decision 2008/08: 

Decision 2008/09: 

Prepare proposed changes to OD 022

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: Will be updated and sent to ExMC for consideration.

Meeting Decision/action:  In noting the value of having ExMC to conduct the final vote of approval for an ExCB seeking a license agreement with IEC, the meeting agreed reverse its 2008/07 Decision, following Secretary’s report of a meeting he had with the IEC General Secretary.  Other items as agreed will be included in a revised version of OD 022 and presented to ExMC for consideration. 


	6
	Decision 2008/10: 

Decision 2008/11: 

Decision 2008/12: 

Update design of License Certificate

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: The Mark License and website have now been updated.  Item Closed.
Meeting Decision/action:  Meeting noted the updated license certificate and accompanying schedule as demonstrated by the Secretary.  Item Closed.

	7
	Decision 2008/13:
Forward proposal for size of Committee to ExMC
IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: For decision at the ExMC Paris Meeting,
Meeting Decision/action:  Meeting noted that this item is referred to ExMC.

	8
	Decision 2008/14: 

The Secretariat is to prepare a new Application review document.

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: This is an internal Secretariat checklist and has now been updated and included in Annex A of these minutes.

This is used internally by Secretariat prior to producing the ExMarkCo document for ExMarkCo consideration and has now been updated.  ITEM Completed

Meeting Decision/action:  Meeting noted this item.

	9
	Decision 2008/16: 

The ExMC is to be asked if the ExMarkCo may have final authority to accept applications.

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting:  Upon discussion with the General Secretary, there is a preference to maintain final ExMC approval. For discussion.

Meeting Decision/action:  Meeting noted item 5 above and agreed to leave the process as is and not propose a change to ExMC, noting the added value of formal voting by the IECEx Management Committee.

	10
	Decision 2008/19: 
Proposal to ExMC that, in order to keep the cost of the Mark to a minimum, the existing CoC fees be increased
IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: For consideration by ExMC Paris meeting.

Meeting Decision/action:  Meeting discussed this item further and noted that the increase of the Certificate fee is more a matter for the WG13 Business Development WG and is not solely due to the Mark License issue.  Noting the value of the Scheme to its customer base has been increasing over the years and fees have not kept pace with this nor additional resources required.
Noted also that the Treasurer and Secretary will be preparing a revised OD 019 (Scheme Fees) for consideration by ExMC


	11
	Decision 2008/20: 

Members to review the draft mark guidance document and submit comments

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: In absence of issues raised by members Secretariat is now at final stage to issue by 15 June 08

Meeting Decision/action:  Meeting agreed to a 1 week final review by ExMarkCo prior to publication.  A final draft is expected to be issued to ExMarkCo members by 10 June 08

	12
	Decision 2008/21: 

The Secretariat to include all decisions in draft Mark Guide document and issue

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: In absence of issues raised by members Secretariat is now at final stage to issue by 15 June 08.  ITEM COMPLETED

Meeting Decision/action:  Meeting noted the progress,

	13
	Decision 2008/22:
 IECEx 02 to be reviewed and updated as necessary

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting:  Once the Guide issued the Secretariat will prepare an amendment to IECEx 02 for consideration by ExMC, for Paris meeting.
Meeting Decision/action:  Meeting noted that draft amendments will be prepared once the Guide is finalised.

	14 
	Decision 2008/23: 

The future work program of ExMarkCo to be reported to ExMC

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting: For reporting to ExMC.

Meeting Decision/action:  Meeting noted the need for the ExMarkCo Chairman to report at the ExMC Paris meeting.

	15
	Decision 2008/23: 

Possible use of mark Logo as the single Logo for the IECEx brand.

IECEx Secretariat Report to the 3 June 2008 Geneva meeting:  Central Office advised a good idea and can be done.

Meeting Decision/action:  Meeting noted the report from the Secretariat but agreed to give this more thought before formally recommending this to ExMC


3. Additional Items Discussed
3.1 Withdrawal of a License agreement by IEC 
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Mr Brenon questioned the detail of the process for withdrawal of an IEC/ExCB License by IEC noting that while the intent is that  while ExMarkCo would be expected to be involved this perhaps should be made clearer.  In discussing this, the meeting noted the need for legal reasons for certain wording of the agreements.  However did note that based on experience of operating the Mark system some changes to documentation maybe be appropriate.  

3.2 Identification of a Certificate of Conformity listed under an IECEx Mark License
In noting that the On-Line Certificate system provides a linking from the IECEx Mark License Schedule to the Equipment Certificates, the meeting noted the value of having a means of identifying a certificate that is included and covered by a Mark License.   Something similar to the following:
Decision 2008/25  Secretariat to investigate the inclusion of a flag or other identification similar to the above

3.3 Use of the IECEx Mark for the Certified Services Program
The meeting discussed the possible use of the IECEx Conformity Mark within the certified services program and noted the following limitations:
· Can not be used on the product repaired or overhauled

· May be used on the Report that is generated by a Repairer

· May be useful to provide a small distinguishing between use by a Repairer and a Manufacturer

In further discussion the meeting noted a need to clarify what is meant by reference to Mark in OD 015 sample Inspection reports.  It was also determined that further discussions within the Committee would be needed prior to formal authorization.
3.4 Piracy Issue as Raised during the CAB June 2008 Meeting
The meeting noted the issue of Product Piracy as discussed during the CAB meeting and that  ExMarkCo may propose to ExMC to amend OD 022 checklist items 1.1 and 2.4

Decision 2008/26  Secretariat to prepare an updated OD 022 for consideration by ExMC

3.5 Misuse of IECEx Logo

Mr Collis raised the concerns expressed at CAB by AU over use of IECEx logo by manufacturers in their advertising and provided the Secretary with examples of this.  The meeting agreed that the Secretary should contact these organisations and inform them of the new IECEx Mark and that they must desist from using this.

Decision 2008/27  Secretariat to write to the companies concerned that are using the IECEx Logo and inform them of the new IECEx Mark that can only be used.

4 Next Meeting
The meeting agreed to leave the call for the next meeting to the Chairman and Secretary.  Possible meeting date discussed included meeting during the Industry Symposium in Paris.
5 Close

The Chairman closed the meeting at  1500 and thanked members for their attendance and participation.
ExMarkCo/15/R

Page 1 of 7

