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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

To: Members of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC
Title: AU Comments regarding IECEx Operational Document OD 060 Ed 2.0 -  IECEx Guide for Business Continuity – Management of Extraordinary Circumstances or Events Affecting IECEx Certification Schemes and Activities
Introduction
This document contains Comments from AU regarding IECEx Operational Document OD 060 Ed 2.0.

This document is issued as a Tabled Document, (previously referred to as Green Paper) and tabled for the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC October 2020 meeting under agenda item 6.6 re Agenda ExMC/1614A/DA.
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	AU


	All
	All
	General
	At several places, when referring to audits. the text refers to ‘recertification’. 

We don’t use this term in the 02/03 scheme however recertification is used in the 05 scheme

Audits are either initial, or surveillance, or reassessment. 
	Replace all references to recertification with 

Reassessment

A reference to re-certification under IECEx 05does not need to be changed 
	

	AU
	0.4
	1
	Editorial
	Present sentence (below) seems to ‘emphasize impact’ rather than ‘minimizing the impact’ of extraordinary events.

“This OD provides considerations and obligations to ensure:

1. Minimal disruptions to its customers ensuring that the impact to customer Certificates of Conformity’ Quality Assessment Reports, and Certificates of Personal Competency are maintained”
	Revise to:

“This OD provides considerations and obligations to ensure:

1. Minimal disruptions to its customers ensuring that the customer Certificates of Conformity’ Quality Assessment Reports, and Certificates of Personal Competency are maintained”
	

	AU
	2
	2.2
	General
	At several places, the text refers to ‘issued IECEx certification to organisations located in impacted regions’ and ‘travel to that area’.

Issue of certificates does not require travel. It is only the QAR that is affected by these extraordinary events.

The term should actually be ‘issued IECEx QARs to organisations located in impacted regions’.

Example of present text: “For ExCBs that have issued IECEx certification to organizations (e.g. manufacturers) located in countries / regions / areas impacted by an Extraordinary Circumstance or Event, where travel to that area is restricted, the requirements of Clauses 2.2.1 to 2.2.6 of this OD shall apply:”
	Example of revised text: “For ExCBs that have issued IECEx QARs to organizations (e.g. manufacturers) located in countries / regions / areas impacted by an Extraordinary Circumstance or Event, where travel to that area is restricted, the requirements of Clauses 2.2.1 to 2.2.6 of this OD shall apply:”
	

	Au
	2.2.1
	2.
	Editorial
	Present text (below) refers to notation in comments section, but it is not specified which document is being notated.

“If a scheduled surveillance audit will be missed the manufacturer shall inform the ExCB responsible for the QAR and the ExCB shall notate in the comments section appropriate wording”
	Correct to:

“ … and the ExCB shall notate, in the Comments section of the IECEx online QAR summary, the appropriate wording
	

	AU
	2.2.2
	6
	General
	When remote audit has been completed successfully, the present text (below) refers to ‘editing’ the online QAR summary. But the action we take is creating a new version of the QAR with an incremental suffix number.

“Following the successful completion of Items 1 to 4 above as applicable, the ExCB shall edit the online QAR Summary to record the date that the surveillance audit was performed..”
	Revise to:

“Following the successful completion of Items 1 to 4 above as applicable, the ExCB shall add a new version to the online QAR Summary to record the date that the surveillance audit was performed...”


	

	AU
	2.2.5
	Entire
	General
	This section titled “New Applications for an IECEx Certificate of Conformity under the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme” seems quite incorrect.

Why would any manufacturer be prevented from making an application for certification of a new product rolling off their IECEx QAR audited facility?

Section 2.2.4 has already provided for the initial audit for even a new manufacturer. So having obtained the QAR, there is again no reason to prevent award of a new certificate if the technical part of the IECEx certificate have been achieved.
	The change required is the title change to ‘New Applicants’ 

Correct the typo of ‘or’ in the second sentence to read: The provisions for new applicants 


	

	AU
	3.3.1
	1
	General
	The text refers to informing the ExCB that operations have ceased. It should then be logical that the certificate is suspended, or at least a notation made on the Online FAR that a temporary closure has been effected.
	Edit Online FAR with the information of temporary closure
	

	AU
	3.3.2 and 3.3.3
	1
	General
	The only option available for Service Facilities that are still operational despite the extraordinary events is to postpone the audit by six months, and following that, to conduct a remote audit.

The risk of keeping a facility operational without audit is greater than conducting a remote audit at the scheduled time.
	Allow the option that a remote audit can be carried out if agreed between the ExCB and the Service Facility at the normal scheduled time.

Add text to the end of 3.3.2 or alternatively a remote audit may take place on time 
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