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INTRODUCTION
This document contains a report from the IECEx ExMC WG18 Technical Revision of IECEx OD 233 - Equipment Protection by special protection "s".
The following is the WG18 Recommendation to the ExMC arising from the work of the WG.
Recommendation 
That ExMC approve the document (separately circulated) to be Edition 3.0 of OD 233 IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme - Assessment of Ex “s” Equipment.   
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Report of ExMC WG18 Technical Revision of IECEx OD 233 - Equipment Protection by special protection "s"
The task
IECEx ExMC WG18 Technical Revision of IECEx OD 233 - Equipment Protection by special protection "s" was tasked by ExMC at its 2020 meeting with continuing the development of OD 233 (Equipment Protection by special protection "s") in consultation with ExTAG WG1 and IEC TC31.
Progress since last ExMC meeting
Attached is the meeting agenda and notes from the meeting held on 24 March 2022.  
Subsequently a revision was made to OD 233, and this has been circulated for vote at ExMC.
Recommendations were made for revision to the ExTR blank for IEC 60079-33.  These may need some further discussion when the OD is approved.
Recommendations were made to the convenor of IEC TC 31 MT 60079-33 for the next edition of that standard.
Recommendations were made to ExMCWG1 for revision to IECEx02 IEC System for Certification to Standards relating to Equipment for use in Explosive Atmospheres (IECEx System). Rules of Procedure and OD 009 IEC System for Certification to Standards relating to Equipment for use in Explosive Atmospheres. Operational Document - Procedures for the Issuing of IECEx Certificates of Conformity, IECEx Test Reports and IECEx Quality Assessment Reports.  These proposals are addressed in changes to these documents circulated for voting at ExMC with supporting information in ExMC/1861/DV.


Agenda and notes
Meeting of ExMCWG18 Technical Revision of IECEx OD 233- Equipment Protection by special protection "s"
Thursday, 24 March 2022
Commencing at 11:00 AM UTC and concluding at 1:00 PM UTC
Members:
Present:
Jim Munro (Convenor)
Chris Agius (IECEx)
Paul Kelly 
William Lawrence
Ajay Maira 
Martin Thedens 
Otto Walch 
Apology or absent:
Thierry Houeix 
Fred Lankamp 
Andy Smith 
Also attending:
Dave Stubbings
Helen Amos
Paul Meanwell (Chair ExMC)

	No 
	Item
	Background for meeting
	Meeting Discussion

	1
	Opening 
	
	

	2
	Application of “independent verifier” as defined and used in IEC 60079-33 to IECEx
	See separate document with email discussions and questions to be resolved. 
	See document “independent verifier background and discussion” for meeting discussions.  See also summary below for independent verifiers.

	3
	Recommendation for changes to ExTR blank (if needed)
	
	See draft changes to ExTR.  
Action 1:
Paul to organise a cover page for Ex s.  and revision to ExTR blank to show Independent verifier (1) is also the ExTL reviewer.  
Note: Based on agreement that Independent verifiers (2) and (3) can be from another body, it is recommended provision is made to shown the body of the independent verifiers on ExTR blank and cover page for Ex s.

	4
	Recommendations for changes to IEC 60079-33 (if any) to TC 31
	
	Action 2:
Jim in conjunction with IECEx Secretariat to formally communicate the following for consideration by MT60079-33 for the next edition of IEC 60079-33:
1. Clarify that independent verifier (1) is the reviewer in accordance with ISO/IEC 17025 (for IECEx this is the ExTL reviewer).
2. Clarify that for organisations who become independent verifiers, it is about competence of individuals in those organisations provided for this purpose.

	5
	Next steps, such as a draft revision of OD 233
	
	Action 3:
Jim to produce a draft new edition of OD 233 with an aim to having this document agreed by the WG in time for it to be voted at the next ExMC meeting.
Action 4:
Jim in conjunction with Secretariat 
to consider revision of other IECEx documents, such as the IECEx02 Rules and OD 009, to take account of discussions arising from this meeting, particularly the roles and independence, where necessary, of ExTL and ExCB reviewers to ensure the requirements of ISO/IEC 17025 and 17065 are clearly defined and addressed for IECEx.

	6
	Next meeting, if needed
	
	Will depend on response of the WG to the draft new version OD 233.  Resolution to be achieved by email if feasible.  If not, a meeting will be scheduled.  

	7
	Close
	
	



Interpretation of “independent verifier” for the purposes of IECEx.
· Independent reviewer (1) – will always be the person responsible for review of the ExTR for the ExTL
· Independent reviewers (2) and (3) can be provided from the ExCB, but shall not be the ExCB person endorsing the ExTR
· Independent verifiers (2) and (3) can be from within the same organisation as independent verifier (1) or from other organisations that can demonstrate they have staff with the required competence
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