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ExTAG Chairman’s Report to ExMC – September 2015
This is a brief summary of the ExTAG Meetings that took place on 14 and 15 September 2015 at Christchurch under the kind hospitality of Standards New Zealand.

Before the Assessors’ Training Workshop on Monday afternoon, we held the informal ExTAG session comprising a workshop covering the following subjects:

· Update on the IECEx website tools
· Certification of assemblies under the IECEx 02 scheme
· Impact of the new IEC 60079-32 standard and technical specification
· Guidance regarding application of OD203 relative to trade agent and local assembler
· Requirements to ensure compliance and traceability of test equipment
· Proficiency testing program on electrostatic charge tests

From the opened discussion during this workshop, it was agreed during the formal ExTAG meeting that there may be a need to review the OD203 concerning trade agent and local assembler. 

At our formal session on Tuesday, we began with a report from the secretariat on the growth of the schemes, as well as the developments of IECEx web site and smart-phone App.
We discussed the proposal regarding issuance of an IECEx certificate to show compliance with IEC TS 60079-40. We found an agreement that the proposed decision sheet is to be published with modifications to also allow assessment to equipment (with specific provisions) in addition to component using this TS. 
We received reports on the status of activities in the ExTAG Working Groups:
· WG 01 looks after the preparation of ExTR formats.  We reviewed the list of report formats that are under the responsibility of the group, noting that eight were new this year. We discussed two issues raised by the WG.
Regarding the need of ExTRs for other publications than IEC standards, it was agreed that some are required, for example for IEC TS 60079-40. It was also accepted that informative clauses of these documents would not require a verdict statement. Nevertheless, the WG shall ensure that all clauses are included in the blank ExTR.

The second proposal from the WG was to review the display of ExTAG in the IECEx website in order to allow link to relevant DS in the blank ExTRs. In principle, the ExTAG group supports the proposal and agreed that this matter is to be handled by IECEx secretariat, in consultation with Paul Kelly, the convenor of WG01.
· WG 03 is responsible for OD 017 on documentation requirements.  The WG just met and has prepared a revision of the OD, already sent to the Secretariat. This document will now be circulated for comments. It has been recommended that the next edition should also cover new standards (for example IEC 60079-28).
· WG 10 deals with Proficiency testing.  We received a report on the current round of tests and especially the number of participant laboratories for each program. The draft OD for ExPT (ExMC/1040/CD) was reviewed and found acceptable, with some last modifications. ExTAG recommends ExMC to accept the current document with the modifications.

In addition ExTAG suggests the review of rule IECEx 02 to refer to clause 6 of the document requiring for applicant ExTL to participate in the ExPT.
It has been reminded that this document is also expected to formally require all ExTLs to participate to the ExPT, as for the current programs some application are missing.
· WG12 is looking at policies related to retention of records. The report presented the outputs form their meeting held in July. Another meeting is scheduled in October and it was agreed that a first publication of a first document should be prepared by the end of November. It was reminded that the work of the WG is restricted to IECEx certified equipment Scheme.
· The Task Group on amalgamation of certain Decision Sheets gave a report with several propositions. It was agreed that the existing DS remains unchanged and that the task group will continue with Ms. Ostogic (from Testsafe) as a new convenor. The meeting acknowledged the former Convenor Mr John Watt for his excellent job on this matter, and wished him happy retirement.
· The task group on product marked X and U presented a first draft DS. Even if the proposal was globally accepted, it was agreed to revise the document for some adjustment and re-circulation to the ExTAG group. During the discussion, it was also agreed the following recommendations:

· Secretariat should investigate the possibility to add an automated statement on CoCs to insert special wording when a component certificate is issued.
· The need to change the wording in the CoC from “conditions of certification” to “condition of safe use”.

· Consider that the ‘U’ for component certificates may be directly assigned by the ExCBs.
We then went through the review of many DS, with firstly the successful confirmation of existing DS falling under the 5 year review.

Then we reviewed the proposed revision of OD035 relative to the process for the preparation and approval of DS. It was agreed that some modifications are necessary to the current document, especially regarding the implication of maintenance teams of TC31. It was also agreed the modification of the duration of the comment period form 4 weeks to 6 weeks. The draft document is now under consideration by the Secretariat and the Chairman for update.
Regarding the draft DS under consideration, the results is to proceed for publication for 10 proposed DS, which is a large majority of the documents presented. Then, one draft DS has been withdrawn and two other require to refer to the IEC relevant maintenance team for clarification. 
The details on the results of the draft DSs will be recorded in the minutes. But it should be noted that a draft DS regarding certification of assemblies has been subjected to extensive discussions. It has been finally agreed that the proposed revision with some modifications is a significant improvement of the existing decision sheet, and especially regarding the addition of provisions relative to the competencies of the ExCB for the use of the standard IEC 60079-14. 
Based on the proposal of the IECEx Executive, the importance of attendance and participation by all ExCBs and ExTLs in ExTAG training and meetings was discussed. ExTAG agreed that the following principle should be recommended for acceptance by ExMC: a body missing a meeting, will be contacted immediately after the meeting and their intention for next meeting requested. The secretariat shall also advise the body that missing more than two consecutive meetings in 3 year period will require sharing cause to the Executive explaining why re-assessment should not be put forward.

In the closed session, which took place in the second half of the morning, it has been given a feedback on review of CoC. It has been highlighted the use of old standards and misuse of “Conditions of Certification”. 
It was also raised the issue of communication between ExCB and timeliness of responses from one ExCB to another which is contrary to the rules. All ExCBs and ExTLs have been reminded about their duties to ensure smooth operation of the Scheme and support the IEC brand.
Finally, it has been reminded to ExCBs to ensure a good follow-up of QARs. It was raised that if a manufacturer changes ExCBs regarding the QAR issuance, he may not be aware about the need to update all associated CoCs. It was agreed to recommend to ExMC to consider a revision of OD009 in order to include a specific section about this requirement.
The following points are specifically referred to ExMC at this time:

1. ExTAG recommends to ExMC and CAB to consider the review of the current IECEx rules in order to allow the use of any publication by TC 31 (in example TS) in addition to IEC standards for certification of equipment.

2. ExTAG supports the amended ExMC/1040/CD document presented during the meeting with suggestion to review the IECEx rules 02 to refer to clause 6 in order to add the requirement for applicant ExTL to participate to the ExPT.

3. ExTAG recommends to the ExMC to consider an extension of OD009 to include requirements describing the process when a manufacturer changes the ExCB in charge of its surveillance and issuing the QARs.

4. ExTAG recommends to the ExMC to review OD203 in the light of discussions during the training workshop, mainly in order to divide the document in two separate ODs as it addresses two separate subjects.

5. ExTAG proposes to ExMC and Executive to consider that the ‘U’ for component certificates may be directly assigned by the ExCBs. 

6. ExTAG takes the decision to continue to hold the next ExTAG meeting in conjunction with the ExMC meeting.
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