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XX July 2023

Mr. Chris Agius
Secretary IECEx
Level 33 Australia Square
264 George Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Australia




Subject: CN Proposal regarding ongoing maintenance of IECEx documents 

Dear Mr. Chris,
The CN national member proposes for consideration at the coming ExMC meeting that the activity on maintenance of IECEx published documents, including rules, procedures, guides, operational documents and etc., should be continuously improved.
We did note there is a dedicated document OD 031 A Guide for Good Working Practices for the Management of the IECEx System’s Working Groups specifying the requirements on maintenance of publications. Especially, within IECEx there is a very active working group ExMC WG 01, convened by our respected Deputy Chair Marty Cole for ongoing technical revision of the IECEx Scheme Rules 02, but it is just limited to IECEx 02 Scheme. We do notice there are blind spots in IECEx document maintenance.
With reference to the IECEx published documents posted in the IECEx Website, it is not difficult to find that some of operational documents were published more than ten years ago. The following are examples:
· OD 020 Guidance for the Sampling of Group I Ex d Motors for Testing as Representative of a Range for Certification Purposes Ed. 1.0 (published in 2006)
· OD 021 Guidance document for assessment of IS equipment and systems (published in 2008)
· OD 301 EASA/AEMT Rewind Study and Good Practice Guide to maintain Motor Efficiency (published in 2013)
· OD 505 Site Re-Assessment Report for Assessment of IECEx Candidate and Accepted Ex Certification Bodies (ExCBs) for the IECEx 05 Certificate of Personal Competencies Scheme (CoPC) Ed. 2.0 (published in 2014) 
Although some of the IECEx documents are naturally stable and not necessary to be revised often, some are clearly outdated in content or even already merged by other documents. For example, the OD 021 Guidance document for assessment of IS equipment and systems developed by ExTAG WG 08 Common Assessment of IS equipment and systems in 2008, its Clause 4.2 refers to the standards IEC 60079-11 edition 4.0 and edition 5.0 for the factor of safety, and Clause 7.3 refers to the decision sheet ExTAG/42/CD for test records of specified cell(s). In particular, the IS technology already includes three protection levels of “ia”, “ib” and “ic” now. It seems to be necessity to revise the OD 021 by the corresponding working group. The second example is that the contents of OD 505 seems to have been integrated into the current document F-004, and the OD 505 should be withdrawn. The third one is regarding the OD 301 EASA/AEMT Rewind Study and Good Practice Guide to maintain Motor Efficiency, published in 2013, actually the complete document cited with permission was published by EASA in 2003. In noting that a revised document named as Good Practice Guide to Maintain Motor Efficiency was published by EASA in 2021, it seems that OD 301 should also do a synchronous update.
For keeping continuous improvement of IECEx activities, it is recommended to establish a systemic mechanism within IECEx system for periodic re-confirmation of existing IECEx documents, which can be similar to the re-confirmation of ExTAG decision sheets falling into five-year review.
In conclusion, the detailed recommendations are listed as follows:
1) Immediate check by IECEx secretariat on the currency of all the IECEx documents including rules, procedures, guides, operational documents and etc., which have been published for more than five years, and taking actions as necessary.
2) Establishment of a clear mechanism and process with a five-year maintenance cycle within IECEx system for on-going review of the published documents in the existing Operational Document of OD 031.
3) The five-year document re-confirmation shall be reported as a consent agenda item during IECEx annual meetings.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Xin Hao
Certification and Accreditation Administration 
of the People's Republic of China (CNCA)
Chinese National Committee of the IEC
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