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ExTAG (Foz do Iguaçu/ExTAG Chairman Report)
September 2024
ExTAG Chair’s Report to ExMC – September 2024

This is a brief summary of the ExTAG Meeting in Foz do Iguaçu on 25th September 2024.
Jasmin Omerovic and I welcomed all members, observers, and guests and thanked the organization team (Christine Kane, Maria Brodel, Mark Amos, Geoff Slater and Chris Agius) for the preparation of the meeting. 
After approval of the agenda and reports of the last meeting, including our action list, we received a verbal report from the Executive Secretary on an overview of the IECEx Equipment Scheme activities since the last meeting in September 2023. Positive feedback was received from ExTAG on the impressive, continued growth of the Equipment Scheme, including new participants.
During the section Technical Items for general discussion Guenter Gabriel introduced the importance of ExTAG WG 08 “Common Assessment of IS Equipment and Systems” and proposed to reactivate the WG. The members agreed and Mr David Malohn will take over the convenorship and Mr Botond as a Deputy Convener. Another topic was with respect to IEC 60079-26 and how often the method of combining EPLs Gb to achieve EPL Ga has been used in conformity assessments. The members agreed to issue a survey within ExTLs on the relevance of this standard.

Regarding the performance feedback between ExCBs and ExTLs and the co-operation between IECEx Bodies members noted the importance of cooperation and were reminded of the obligations of the bodies under Section 10.1 of IECEx 02.
On the next item the status reports of activities the following of ExTAG Working Groups were received:
· WG01 (Preparation and Maintenance of ExTRs): The Convener Mr. Scott Kiddle gave his report on WG01 activities. He reported about the current updates on the linkage of Decision Sheets to ExTR blanks. The ExTAG agreed on the proposed action.
· WG03 (Documentation and Drawing Requirements): On behalf of the Convenor Mr Ron Webb, I gave a report on the ongoing work regarding maintaining OD 017 Drawing and Documentation Guidance for IECEx Certification – for use by Manufacturers and ExTLs. Members agreed to appoint Mr Scott Kiddle as the Convenor of ExTAG WG 03 with Mr Webb as Deputy Convenor.
· WG06 is responsible for Rules of Procedures for Testing at other Locations. Mr Chris Agius (Convener) reported on the status of IECEx OD 024.
· WG10 deals with the Proficiency Testing Scheme. The Convener Mr Tim Krause reported. The meeting supported the further review to capture actions arising from action signals and the proposal from ExTAG WG10 regarding the future programs of STA Calibration (IEC 60079-11) and Surface Temperature (IEC 60079-0). The members supported the proposed draft revision of IECEx OD 202 (as circulated as ExMC/2094/DV) and recommend to the ExMC that this proceeds to publication as circulated.
I would like to thank all the Convenors and members of these WGs for their efforts and work on all these essential matters. 
An important topic is the Collaboration with Technical Committees (agenda item 8). On behalf of IEC TC31 Chair, Martin Thedens, Tim Krause gave a report on Standards development and maintenance matters currently underway within IEC TC 31 that may have impact on the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme. 
Chris Agius, the Executive Secretary, gave a report on the collaboration with TC31 AG 55 (“Specific Conditions of Use”) and outlined proposals for ExTAG to consider. Members supported the cooperation and ongoing work with TC31 AG 55.
The meeting was informed by Chris Agius about the liaison of IECEx with ISO TC 197 SC 1 “Hydrogen Technologies” and IEC TC 105 “Fuel Cells” on behalf of Thorsten Arnold as the IECEx Liaison Officer.
The next item (9) includes the work on the ExTAG decisions sheets. The relevance and the use of ExTAG decision sheets were explained. The group noted the list of new decision sheets (2 in total) published since the 2023 ExTAG meeting, agreed by correspondence. This year four DS from 2019 are falling under the 5 years review and will be forwarded to the originator and the TC 31 IECEx Liaison Officer for comments. 
The members supported the proposed draft revision of IECEx OD 035 (circulated as ExTAG/730/CD) and recommend to the ExMC that this proceeds to publication as circulated.
Following DS were in process and were accepted:
· The meeting agreed to publish a revised DS as prepared during the meeting and made available on the IECEx website as ExTAG/722B/CD (ExTAG- ExTAG DS-Applicability of IEC 60079-0 for non-electrical equipment).
· The meeting agreed to publish ExTAG/720B/CD (Tightening torque values of torque test for Ex blanking elements and Ex thread adapters) as circulated. 
A new topic for further consideration was introduced by Mr John Allen regarding the provision of information to equipment operators. The members agreed that more discussion is warranted via JWG 50.
The members noted the report by the Executive Secretary on the collaboration with IRENA and another report from ExTAG Deputy Chair Mr Omerovic regarding CASCO WG 61 developments on ISO TS 17012 (Guidelines for conducting remote audits of management systems) and the activities with UNECE WP.6 by the ExTAG Chair.
The ExTAG members agreed on the preference to convene the next meeting of ExTAG in conjunction the next ExMC meeting in Japan, in the week commencing September 15, 2025 and to continue to meet in conjunction with the ExMC meetings. The meeting also noted the offer from CN to host the 2026 Annual Meetings.
Many thanks for your attention
Frank Lienesch
ExTAG Chair
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