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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

IEC SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

MEETING REPORT

On the Second meeting of

IECEx ExPCC (Personnel Certification Committee)
held on

Tuesday 4th June 2013 and 

Wednesday 5th June 3013 

at

SGS Baseefa Limited 

Rockhead Business Park

Staden Lane, Buxton

Derbyshire SK17 9RZ

Attending:  

Ralph Wigg (RW) 
IECEx ExPCC Chairman 

John Allen (JA)
IECEx ExPCC Deputy Chairman

Alexander Zalogin
Acting IECEx Chairman 

Allan Ogden
SGS Baseefa (GB)*

Ron Sinclair
SGS Baseefa (GB)*

Bob Cooper 
Sira Certification Services (GB)*

Thierry Houeix 
INERIS (FR)*

Erik Folgering 
DEKRA (NL)*

Klauspeter Graffi
TUV Rheinland (DE)*

Gerhard Schwarz
Thuba/Eaton (DE) - representing Mr Peter Thurnherr
Luiz Mauro Alves
Abendi (BR)

Harman Alang Kasim
SIRIM QAS International SDN BHD (MY)

Julien Gauthier
LCIE (FR)

Ursula Aich
RP Darmstadt, Abt IV/Wi (DE)

Dave Adams
QPS

Nick Maalouf
QPS

Jacques Lavaud
TOTAL

Christian Lechtenbohmer
TUV Rheinland Industrie Service GmbH

Bjorn Spongsveen
DNV Nemko Presafe AS

Marty Cole
Hubbell Canada

Tim Duffy 
Rockwell Automation (Day 2 only)

Alexander Zalogin
NANIO CCVE

Heinz Berger
CERTICONSULT GmbH

Chris Agius (CA)
IECEx Executive Secretary

Wal Robson (WR)
IECEx Secretariat

Mark Amos (MA) 
IECEx Secretariat


* denotes participating Scheme ExCB
Apologies:

Ian Neeson

Geir Larsen

Peter Thurnherr

Eriks Zvaigzne 

Tim Marks
1 Opening and welcome

The Meeting was opened by the Chairman, Mr Ralph Wigg, at 9:00 a.m. and was followed by self-introduction of all participants.

The Chair provided a special welcome to new ExPCC members and noted the ‘in-progress’ status of a number of applications from CoPC Scheme applicant ExCBs.

The Chair reminded members that:

· ExPCC membership is mandatory (as a requirement of ISO 17024) CoPC Scheme ExCBs.

· Applicant ExCBs are welcomed (without a limit on the number of) as ‘Observing ExCBs’

· All other ExPCC membership categories have fixed membership with limits on the number of members per category.

The Chair advised the meeting of his intention to step down in favour of Mr John Allen (current deputy Chair) taking up this role over a transition period in which Mr Wigg will act (subject to ExMC approval) as Deputy Chair.  Members noted this without comment or opposition.

Recommendation #1 to ExMC

That Mr John Allen be endorsed as ExPCC Chair with Mr Ralph Wigg acting as Deputy Chair over a transition period of duration equal to Mr Wigg’s remaining term as ExPCC Chair.
The Chair invited the Secretary to provide an update on recent staff changes at the Secretariat.
2 Attendance & Apologies

Attendance and apologies noted above.
3 Approval of Agenda 

Members approved the draft agenda with the inserted additions proposed by the Chair in Items 10.2, 13.2, 13.3 14.2, 14.3 and 15.
4 ExPCC Constitution

Members confirmed the ExPCC Constitution (noting ExPCC Decision 2012/01 and Item 10.1 in this meeting’s agenda) and noted the vacancies.

The Secretariat accepted an Action to investigate the use of the ExPCC section of the IECEx website to define ExPCC membership and that this be maintained as the master file (instead of ExPCC/001A/Inf)
The Chair raised the question regarding the status of a number of members with respect to the “three meeting rule” (refer ExPCC Decision 2012/02) now that WG12 has become ExPCC.  The Secretary accepted an Action to revisit the ExPCC Decision 2012/02 with the IECEx Executive with a view to confirming this and determining a method of notifying Member Bodies and/or ExPCC member’s nominating organisations.
It was also suggested that the ExPCC needs a mechanism to monitor and record meeting attendances, apologies and ‘no replies’ to Notices of Meetings.  Such records would support enforcement of an ExMC ratified ‘three meeting rule’
Recommendation #2 to ExMC

That the ExMC endorse ExPCC Decision 2012/02:
Decision 2012/02: Members agreed that if a WG Member did not attend or actively participate in the work for three meetings, their name should be removed from the membership list and any nominating organisation be advised.

5 Confirmation of ExPCC WG Constitutions
Members noted ExPCC Decision 2012/02 
ExPCC Working Group 1 - Rules

Confirmed without comment other than noting the vacancy.
WG1 accepted an Action to clarify eligibility criteria for the “employer” category of ExPCC membership.

 ExPCC Working Group 2 – Units of Competence

Confirmed without comment other than noting the vacancy.
ExPCC Working Group 3 - Questions

Confirmed without comment other than noting the vacancy.

A question from the members regarding the need or otherwise for WG3 members to sign a Confidentiality Agreement led to a recommendation that the IECEx Executive consider this in parallel with planned discussions in the ExMarkCo on this matter.  It was agreed that the ExPCC will accept advice from the Executive on this matter.
6 Report on Actions Items arising from Decisions at the ExPCC Meeting No.1 held in Paris on 31st May and 1st June 2012.

Members received, in conjunction with Agenda Item 7, a report from the Secretariat on the status of Action Items detailed in the Report to the IECEx Executive Meeting in Paris, June 2012 (refer document ExPCC/003A/R) and subsequently to the IECEx Management Committee (refer document ExMC/783/R).

7 Matters arising from Decisions at the ExPCC Meeting No.1 held in Paris on 31st May and 1st June 2012.
Units of Competence Questions - ExPCC Decisions 2012/03 and 2012/04
Members noted that this is to be covered in Agenda Item 10.1 for this meeting.
Revision of IECEx 05 Rules of Procedure – ExPCC Decision 2012/05

Members noted that this is to be covered in Agenda Item 10.1 for this meeting

Separation of Training and Assessment – ExPCC Decision 2012/06
Members noted (1) that this is to be covered in Agenda Item 10.1 for this meeting, and (2) that this issue was an agenda item for the meeting of ExMC WG16 held in Buxton on 30th May 2013 – the details of this are recorded under Item 10.2 below.
Revision of IECEx OD 501 – ExPCC Decision 2012/07
Members noted that this is to be covered in Agenda Item 11.1 for this meeting.
Revision of IECEx OD 502 – ExPCC Decision 2012/08
Members noted that this is to be covered in Agenda Item 12.1 for this meeting.
Knowledge Notifications – ExPCC Decision 2012/09
Members noted that this is to be covered in Agenda Item 8.1 for this meeting.
Proposal for Unit Ex 000 – ExPCC Decision 2012/10
Members noted that this is to be covered in Agenda Item 8.2 for this meeting.
Revision of IECEx OD 503 – ExPCC Decision 2012/11
Members noted that this is to be covered in Agenda Items 8.1 and 14.1 for this meeting.
Modifications to IECEx Units of Competence – ExPCC Decision 2012/12
Members noted that this is to be covered in Agenda Items 8.2 and 8.3 for this meeting.
Revision of OD 504 – ExPCC Decision 2012/13
Members noted that this is to be covered in Agenda Item 14.1 for this meeting.
Endorsement of Training Organisations - ExPCC Decision 2012/14
Members discussed the recommendations from the 30th May 2013 meeting of ExMC WG16 and noted the addition of Item 15 to the agenda of this meeting regarding this issue.
Implementation of next edition of ISO/IEC 17024 - ExPCC Decision 2012/15
Members discussed the preparation of ExPCC documents to accommodate and reflect the changes in ISO/IEC 17024 as applicable to new Scheme entrants (refer ExMC/783/R, Item 13.2 for background information).
8 Reports from ExPCC Working Groups

ExPCC Working Group 1 - Rules

The Working Group Convener (CA) provided members with an update on progress on Action to support ExPCC Decisions 2012/09 and 2012/11
ExPCC Working Group 2 – Units of Competence

The Working Group Convener (AO) provided members with an update on progress on Action to support ExPCC Decisions 2012/10 and 2012/12
ExPCC Working Group 3 - Questions

The Working Group Convener (AO) provided members with an update on progress on Action to support ExPCC Decision 2012/12
9 Action Items Referred to the IECEx ExPCC for consideration:

Members noted Action Items detailed in ExMC/819A/RM (Minutes of the 2012 Calgary Meeting of ExMC) as referred to the IECEx ExPCC:-
Action Item 25 - Revision of IECEx Certificate of Personnel Competence (CoPC) Scheme Operational Documents
Members noted progress following the ExMC Decision that documents ExMC/774/CD, ExMC/775/CD, ExMC/776/CD, ExMC/777/CD should be forwarded for publication once the minor editorial changes to ExMC/776/CD are made. [Refer Agenda Items 10.1, 11.1, 12.1, 13.1 and 14.1 this meeting]

Action Item 26 - Revision of IECEx Certificate of Personnel Competence (CoPC) Scheme Operational Documents 
Members noted the DE comment that Unit 1 only, may not express expertise to be referred to ExPCC for consideration. [refer ExMC/819A/RM, Item 11.2 for details] and refer to Agenda Item 14 for this meeting.
10 IECEx05 IECEx Scheme for Certification of Personnel Competence for Explosive Atmospheres – Rules of Procedure
Revision of IECEx 05, CoPC Scheme Rules regarding a Separation of Training and Assessment

Members noted the IECEx ExMC decision (refer ExMC/819A/RM, Item 11.1) to approve publication of a revised IECEx 05 (as drafted as ExMC/782/CD).  This action represents a response to ExPCC Decisions 2012/01, 2012/03, and 2012/06.

Members also noted that this issue was discussed by Working Group 16 on 30th May 2013 in Buxton and will be discussed further in Agenda Item 15 of this meeting.
Endorsement of training referred from IECEx ExMC WG16

Members noted the recommendations from WG16 to be sent to the IECEx Executive.   Preliminary discussion and comment to support/not support the outcome of WG16 meeting formed the basis for a recommendation that the Executive and ExMC approve the transfer of the work of WG16 to a WG to be established by the ExPCC (as per WG16 Recommendation 9).
The ExPCC agreed that WG16 Recommendation 9 will be of benefit to the IECEx System and accepted WG16 Recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 noting some concerns raised by members regarding the use of the term “endorsement”.

Recommendation #3 to ExMC

That the ExMC approve the transfer of the work of WG16 to a WG to be established by the ExPCC.  

The Chair requested that it be minuted that the ExPCC shares the concerns of WG16 that a program for endorsing training providers has the potential to undermine the CoPC and this is the primary motivation for ExPCC’s acceptance of WG16 Recommendation 9. The members reinforced their preference that work of a new ExPCC Working convened to advance WG16 Recommendation 9 does not handicap the progress of other ExPCC Working Groups.
Other Issues with IECEx 05

Nil.
11 OD 501 – IECEx Scheme for Certification of Personnel Competence for Explosive Atmospheres – Assessment procedures for IECEx acceptance of Certification Bodies (ExCBs) for the purpose of issuing and maintaining IECEx Certificates of Personnel Competence (CoPCs)
Revision of OD 501

Members noted, without comment, the IECEx ExMC decision (refer ExMC/819A/RM, Item 11.2) to approve publication of a revised IECEx 501 (as drafted as ExMC/774/CD).  This action represents a response to ExPCC Decision 2012/07. 
Other Issues with OD 501

Nil.
12 OD 502 – IECEx Scheme for Certification of Personnel Competence for Explosive Atmospheres – Application for an IECEx Certificate of Personnel Competence (CoPC), documentation and information requirements
Revision of OD 502

Members noted the IECEx ExMC decision (refer ExMC/819A/RM, Item 11.2) to approve publication of a revised IECEx 502 (as drafted as ExMC/775/CD).  This action represents a response to ExPCC Decision 2012/08. 
Other Issues with OD 502

Members discussed the question raised by the Secretariat regarding the appropriate action where a CoPC holder is deceased.  It was agreed that material impacted by circumstances where the CoPC holder is not able to be contacted or fulfil the requirements of the CoPC Scheme should be removed from public access areas of the IECEx website. It was also agreed that we need a facility other than resetting a CoPC to draft to remove documents from public access areas.

It was suggested and agreed that we need a Rule or OD that ensures that the IECEx CoPC Scheme satisfies the requirements of ISO 17024 regarding the suspension of Certificates. 

Recommendation #4 to ExMC

That the ExMC endorse the development of a Rule or OD that ensures that the IECEx CoPC Scheme satisfies the requirements of ISO 17024 regarding the suspension of Certificates. 

Members suggested that OD 502 Ed 2 needs to be revised to provide a a facility (eg. in the Application Form) for applicants to specify their preferred language for assessment activities.

13 OD 503 – IECEx Scheme for Certification of Personnel Competence for Explosive Atmospheres – ExCB Procedures for issuing and maintaining IECEx Certificates of Personnel Competence
Revision of OD 503

Members noted the IECEx ExMC decision (refer ExMC/819A/RM, Item 11.2) to approve publication of a revised IECEx 503 (as drafted as ExMC/776/CD with minor editorial changes).  This action represents a response to ExPCC Decision 2012/11. 
Question requirements and examination times

The outcomes of the discussion the impact of the re-structure of the modules and the resultant changes to the question requirements and the examination times (outlined in the documents provided in the “EKAS question topics” folder) were:

that we know and understand the size of the ‘problem’ 

hence we need to agree if we need a question for every clause and sub-clause of the relevant Standards in order to demonstrate knowledge.
Question re. Table1, Step 7 referred from SIRIM assessment

In response to the question raised in the SIRIM Assessment regarding the inferred requirement for reuse of prior assessments considered to be ambiguous it was:

· Agreed that the 2nd paragraph in the Notes/Comments column related to Step 4 in Table 1 of OD 503 Ed 2, be deleted.

· Agreed that the mention of “WG12” in the Notes/Comments column related to Step 7 in Table 1 of OD 503 Ed 2 be amended to refer to “ExPCC WG3”
Question re. Clause 4.1.2 – Referred from SIRIM assessment

In response to the question of “What constitutes sufficiency of evidence” it was agreed that the common confusion arising from incorrectly interpreting OD 503, Ed. 2, Clause 4.1.2 to specify requirements can be removed by amending the title of Clause 4.1 to “Objectives”
Other Issues with OD 503

Nil.
14 OD 504 – IECEx Scheme for Certification of Personnel Competence for Explosive Atmospheres – Specification for Units of Competence Assessment Outcomes
Revision of OD 504

Members noted the IECEx ExMC decision (refer ExMC/819A/RM, Item 11.2) to approve publication of a revised IECEx 504 (as drafted as ExMC/777/CD).  This action represents a response to ExPCC Decision 2012/11. 
The proposed re-structure of EKAS modules

Was accepted by members without comment. 
Suggested introduction of new Unit Ex 000

Members discussed a proposal from AU prepared by Ian Neeson for the introduction of a new Unit Ex000 and a structure change to existing Unit Ex001 (reference document = ‘IECEx pathway review proposal 2013.pdf’).  It was noted by the Chair that this proposal intends that the current Ex 001 is equivalent to the proposed Ex 000 plus the proposed Ex 000.1.

It was generally agreed (with one member in disagreement) that there is a need for an Ex 000 unit (members suggested a number of benefits and types of applications) and therefore the development of an Ex 000 unit was generally supported.

In response to concerns from members that the Ex 000 may be of limited interest to industry it was suggested by Ron Sinclair that site operators and others could choose to recognise and use the Ex 000 in part or full or not at all depending on their assessment of the adequacy of their own or other means of controlling risk.  The IECEx Secretary noted that this approach is consistent with the intent of UNECE as regards the IECEx System.

It was generally agreed that a Ex 000 unit does not lead to a Certificate of Competence however we need to recognise a candidates achievement of an awareness of Ex ‘topics’ and some basic knowledge.  The means of recognising this achievement is yet to be determined and represents future work following the design of Ex 000. 

It was recommended and agreed that ExPCC WG2 commence work on the development of an Ex 000 unit.  This work is to be guided by the outcomes of ExPCC WG1, WG2 and WG3 meetings on 5th June 2013.
Recommendation #5 to ExMC

That the ExMC support the work of ExPCC WG2 to develop an Ex 000 Unit. 

The timetable for the development and publication of Ex 000 via relevant IECEx documents will be proposed and agreed following the preparation of a list of tasks required to (1) develop and (2) support the introduction of Ex 000 in line with the proposal from AU.
Other Issues with OD 504

Nil. 
15 Time frame for adoption of IECEx05, OD501, OD502, OD503 & OD504 all at Edition 2
Members discussed four options suggested by the Chair and two others from the floor for managing the adoption of the second editions of OD 501, OD 502, OD 503 and OD 504 with the result being  recommendations that:

a) Edition 2 of OD 503 and OD 504 are edited to create draft of third editions of these ODs for consideration by the ExMC in Sept 2013 in Fortaleza (noting that this will require the completion of drafts and review of these by the ExPCC by correspondence prior to 20th Aug 2013)
Recommendation #6 to ExMC

That the ExMC approve the publication of the third editions of OD 503 and OD 504 and endorse the interim arrangements proposes as items (b) and (c) following. 

b) In the interim period the following will apply

i. Current ExCBs will use Edition 1 of OD 503 and OD 504

ii. New (from 4th June 2013) applicant ExCBs will use Edition 2 of OD 503 and OD 504

c) Following publication of the third editions of OD 503 and OD 504 all ExCBs and subsequent applicant ExCBs will implement the second editions of OD 501 and OD 502 and the third editions of OD 503 and OD 504 by (notionally) 1st January 2014.
16 Feedback on IECEx CoPC Scheme Operation

Mr Ron Sinclair (RS) raised concerns regarding how the Scheme is promoted by some as a provider of assessments in conjunction with training services, especially with respect to the principle of a time separation between training and assessment that appears not to be followed by some ExCBs.  RS noted his preference that assessment should not immediately follow training and requested a Decision on this matter and proposed a policy principle that the ExPCC does not accept the ‘integration’ of training and assessment (noting that ISO 17024 contains details regarding this).
ExPCC WG1 accepted an Action to review the IECEx Rules and ODs for consistency with ISO 17024 Clause 5.2.  This work will inform any revisions of these documents to strengthen the link to this element of ISO 17024.

17 IECEx ON-LINE CERTIFICATE SYSTEM - Report on latest developments of the System

Members noted the report from the Secretariat concerning updates and current work with the IECEx On-Line Certificate System and consider any other issues with the system.
18 Report on Secretariat Assistance and Support to ExCBs

Members noted a report from the Secretariat.

Document noted: SAR1304.doc
19 PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Members noted the following as information to the Executive on recent and planned Promotional Events:

· Ralph Wigg is presenting the IEC Young Professionals at the IEC General Meeting in New Delhi
20 YOUNG PROFESSIONALS and SUCCESSION PLANNING

Members reported on consideration and identification of persons to whom we should reach out (individually and / or via their Member Bodies) – refer to Action Item in Agenda Item 16 for the ExPCC Paris 2012 meeting for background details.
21 OTHER BUSINESS
Views on the inclusion of ‘Competencies’ issued by ExCBs against other  National & Regional standards. 
Members agreed that this should be allowed and discussed the need to record these on the PCAR (noting that the facility to do this via “Comments” field already exists) and on the CoPC Card.

The Secretariat accepted an Action to investigate the feasibility of including various levels of additional detail on the reverse side of the CoPC Card and to prepare examples of the options for ExPCC review prior to a decision to modify the Card content / format. 
Secretariat update on the development of a Question Bank

Members noted the report from the Secretariat and agreed that new submission of Questions need to be made using the template developed by the Secretariat.
The Secretariat accepted an Action to provide the template (including some example entries) to CoPC ExCBs for completion (against OD 504 Edition 1) and return to the Secretariat ASAP. 

ExCBs were reminded that Applicant ExCBs must provide input to the Question Bank via the Secretariat at the end of the assessment process (noting that the questions submitted must be assessed by ExPCC WG3 prior to inclusion in the IECEx CoPC Question Bank)

The Secretariat accepted an Action to amend Rules to require this by moving text regarding this to the ‘Application’ section. 

The Chair reminded the meeting that the intent of the Question Bank is to assist ExCBs in preparing assessments (as Stage 1) and not in addition to their own question sets that may be used until such time as assessment questions are set centrally by the Secretariat using software yet to be developed.

The Secretariat accepted an Action to consult with IEC CO IT Department regarding the hosting of ‘on-line’ training systems and the capacity to develop supporting systems should this be required to complement externally developed software. 
Secretariat to raise issue of the publication of certificate holder contact details for discussion

It was general agreed that the IECEx CoPC On-line Systems is NOT a ‘work wanted’ site and that it is not intended that it be used to put CoPC holders in touch with prospective customers – its only purpose is to aid verification of compliance with CoPC requirements.

It was agreed that the appropriate Secretariat response to enquiries of this nature it to direct the enquirer to the On-line system that shows the name, country (via the PCAR) and certifying ExCB of the CoPC holder.
22 Next meeting

To be held in conjunction with other meetings such as ExPCC / Exec / MarkCo and to be determined during the Executive meeting later this week.  
[Secretariat NOTE: Arising from the IECEx Executive meeting, the next meeting of ExPCC is scheduled for mid May 2014 in Dubai hosted by ESMA]
23 CLOSE

Meeting closed at 4:10 p.m. with the Chair thanking members for the attendance and participation and the hosting by SGS Baseefa.
The Chair (RW) suggested that future ExPCC Meetings be of one day duration and scheduled adjacent to ExPCC WG meetings to allow more time for WGs to meet.
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