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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

IEC SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

MEETING REPORT

Working Group WG1 – Revision of IECEx Scheme Rules and Procedures on

Monday 3rd June 2013

at

SGS Baseefa 

Rockhead Business Park, Staden Lane
Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 9RZ, United Kingdom

Attending:  


Mr Chris Agius (CA) 
WG1 Convenor & IECEx Executive Secretary


Mr Jeffery Olson (JO) 
WG5 Convenor and Flowserve (US)


Dr Alexander Zalogin
Acting IECEx Chairman and NANIO CCVE (RU)



Heinz Berger
IECEx Treasurer and CERTICONSULT GmbH (CH)


Ron Sinclair
ExTAG Chair and SGS Baseefa (UK)


Ralph Wigg
ExPCC Chairman and Ex Solutions (AU)


Jim Munro (JM)
TC31 Chairman and Jim Munro International (AU)


Nick Maalouf
QPS (CA)


David Adams 
QPS (CA)


Marty Cole 
Hubbell (CA)


Jasmin Omerovic
UL International DEMKO A/S (DK)


Dr Thorsten Arnhold
R. Stahl Schaltgerate GmbH (DE)


Guenter Gabriel
Pepperl+Fuchs GmbH (DE)


Dr Gerold Klotz-Engmann
Endress+Hauser Messtechnik GmbH+Co KG (DE)


Gerhard Schwarz
Thuba/Eaton (Cooper Industries) (DE)


Thierry Houeix (TH)
INERIS (FR)


Karel Neleman
Bartec (NL)


Andy Smith 
SIRA (UK)


Michael Slowinske
UL LLC (US)


Evans Massey
Baldor Electric Company – ABB (US)


Wal Robson (WR)
IECEx Secretariat


Mark Amos (MA) 
IECEx Secretariat

Apologies:

Katy Holdredge (UL LLC)

Hussalmizzar Hussain (Malaysia)

Michel Brenon (ExTAG Secretary)

AGENDA and REPORT

Agenda Item 1
Opening and welcome

The meeting was opened by the Convenor at 9:00 a.m. with special welcome to: 


Dr Alexander Zalogin
 Acting IECEx Chairman



Heinz Berger
IECEx Treasurer


Ron Sinclair

ExTAG Chairman


Ralph Wigg

ExPCC Chairman


Thierry Houeix

INERIS (FR)


Jim Munro

IEC TC31 Chairman


and those members attending for the first time
This was followed by self-introduction of the participants, and noting of apologies for absence.

Agenda Item 2 
Terms Of Reference
Members noted and confirmed the WG 1 Terms of Reference and membership as outlined on IECEx Website section for WG1.
Agenda Item 3 
Approval of Agenda
Members approved the agenda as drafted without additions or changes.

Agenda Item 4 
IECEx activities and Developments since Paris 2012 Annual 



IECEx meetings

Members noted various activities, achievements and developments since the 2012 IECEx Paris meetings, including:

· Launch of IECEx Mobile App

· Presentation by Marty Cole for IECEx at PCIC Istanbul earlier this week

· Status of issued Certificates and Reports under IECEx at end 2012 there were 30,831 compared to 23,725 at end 2011, represents a 30% increase

· Members also noted various promotional events both past and planned such as:

· 2012 – HazardEx Conference

· 2012 – IECEx/UNECE/ESMA 2 Day Conference

· 2012 – Asia Region – Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia

· 2012 – PCIC Europe, Prague + PCIC Middle East, Abu Dahbi

· 2012 – Russian Industry Round Table 

· 2013 – Australasia Oil and Gas Conference Perth

· 2013 – IICA (Institute of Instrumentation Control & Automation) + others

· 2013 – Representation at PCIC Europe, Istanbul

· 2013 – ZA Industry presentation July.

· 2013 – UNECE Regulatory Forum Fortaleza

· 2013 – IEC/ISO/ITU Nov

· 2014 -  IECEx / UNECE / MY – Malaysia, 19th and 20th February

· Members also noted the resignation of Kerry McManama as IECEx Chairman and the Secretary’s thanks to Dr Zalogin for stepping up as Acting Chairman and a report on the process and efforts to nominate a new Chair for CAB approval.

Agenda Item 5 
Report / Discussion on Action Items from Paris 2012 and Calgary 2012 Meetings
Members provided reports on progress on Action Items from the Paris 2012 and Calgary 2012 IECEx Meetings

IECEx 2012 ExMC Minutes (ExMC/819A/RM) with assigned action items relating to WG1

1.1. 
Action Item 31, WG1 Rules
WG1 be given additional time to finalise a proposal concerning life of component Certificates.
It was noted that it was not initially clear on the definition of a a problem to be solved however it was generally agreed that the question is whether we need to require IECEx Component Certificates to demonstrate compliance with the latest editions of relevant Standards.

In subsequent discussions, Some of the points considered related to the following:

a) If there is a safety related change in the Standards, the ExCB could be forced to update Certificates.

b) If not a safety related change in the standards why force an update.

c) If products use components certified to old standards, the ExCB could make an assessment to cover any difference in requirements between the editions of the standard.

d) The product Certificate and ExTR could identify the editions of Standards used for the components.

It was also noted that during 2011 London meeting of WG1 (ExMC/689/R) the following was agreed:
Members after consideration of this issue generally agreed that the following points should be referred to ExMC for consideration:

a) IECEx rely on the information contained with Standards to identify changes in editions

b) IECEx requires that QA audits of manufacturers to identify CoCs that are to old editions of standards and bring this to the attention of the manufacturers, as an observation.

c) Products having Components covered by older editions of Standards may be used with the ExTL/ExCB evaluating any differences the old and current Standard, as per current practice, with explanations given in the ExTR.

d) That CoCs and ExTRs identify which editions of Standards are used including those used for Components

Following lengthy discussion on the issue of the life of Component Certificates it was agreed to recommend to the ExMC that there is NO need to revise IECEx Rules however it will be necessary to (i) explain what needs to be covered and (ii) emphasise the importance of controlling the QA of suppliers of critical information.
The Secretary accepted an Action to work with the ExTAG Chair to draft an ExTAG Sheet for further comment by WG1 prior to ExTAG processes.
Recommendation #1 to ExMC

In reference to concerns about component certificate life is recommended that the ExMC accept the WG1 view that there is NO need to revise IECEx Rules however it will be necessary to (i) explain what needs to be covered and (ii) emphasise the importance of controlling the QA of suppliers of critical information. 
The ExMC to note that the ExTAG will be considering a Decision Sheet on this matter to reflect this recommendation to the ExMC.

Note: Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet (ExTAG/293/CD) being considered during the ExTAG Fortaleza 2013 meeting.

1.2. Action Item 6, Publication of Revision to the IECEx 02 Rules of Procedure
A proposal from AU, contained in ExMC/792/CD, seeking to amend IECEx 02 – Rules of Procedure concerning the use of QARs, to be forwarded to WG1 for consideration.

Following discussion, Jim Munro accepted an Action to take ExMC/792/CD back to the AU Member Body with a request to consider the discussions in this meeting as input to preparing a revised proposal to WG1. 

1.3. 
Action Item 7, Publication of Revised Operational Document OD 009
Members noted a proposal from AU, contained in ExMC/793/CD, seeking to amend IECEx OD 009 - IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme, Procedures for the Issuing of   IECEx Certificates of Conformity, IECEx Test Reports and IECEx Quality Assessment Reports, concerning the use of QARs, and expressed a view that there is an expectation that ExCBS issuing CoCs ensure that their validity is maintained. 
The AU experts of WG1 to convey this view to the AU NC with an invitation to provide a further proposal if required.

1.4. 
Action Item 9, Proposal from UK to amend IECEx 02
The GB proposal, contained in ExMC/728/CD, for the transfer, and use, of an ExTR to allow a new CoC to be issued, even if the ExTR was to an earlier edition, that is, more than 1 edition prior to current edition to be considered by WG1.
Following discussion the members of WG1 agreed that this proposal should be rejected.

Recommendation #2 to ExMC

That the ExMC support the WG1 recommendation that this proposal be rejected.

1.5. 
Action Item 30, WG1 Rules
Members noted the report prepared by the Secretariat on all the various definitions used within the IECEx Documents and agreed to maintain this as the basis for a stand-alone document specifying all IECEx Definitions.  It was noted that WG 1 offers to maintain a list of definitions and inform the owners of definitions of any conflict.  In preparing the new document there is a need to add a column to state owner and to exclude (but make reference to) definitions contained in TC 31 Standards.

Document noted : WG1_1306_IECEXDEFNS 
The WG1 Convenor agreed to include the Definitions document in the report to the ExMC.  WG1 Convener and Secretariat to prepare a draft document for ExMC to consider the format.
Agenda Item 6 
Listing of Related Standards, other than IEC on IECEx CoCs
Members noted progress on the preparation of draft standard wording for CoC attachments to support a recommendation to the ExMC (as per Item 5 in ExMC/742/R) and agreed with the format proposed by Ron Sinclair. 

Recommendation #3 to ExMC

That the ExMC endorse the format proposed by Ron Sinclair –refer example embedded below:
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Agenda Item 7 
Review of Rules affecting acceptance of ExTLs and Mandatory Test Apparatus
Members discussed a clarification of Rules affecting acceptance of ExTLs and to consider the issue of ‘listing the necessary test equipment’ 

Members agreed on a suggestion of a principle that an ExTL must have ‘certain equipment and capabilities’ to conduct core tests for protection techniques  specified within their approved Scope.

It was also recommended that more work is needed by a WG to be determined by the ExMC to (1) review TCDs with a view to defining which equipment an ExTL must have, and (2) prepare a list of circumstances under which sub-contracting of testing is permitted.  It is noted that the outcomes of this work may necessitate a revision of IECEx Rules

Recommendation #4 to ExMC

That the ExMC allocate work to a Working Group.

To assist the work of the WG, the Secretariat will to prepare a Discussion Paper for ExMC consideration via the IECEx Executive.
Recommendation #5 to ExMC

That the ExMC endorse the preparation of a Discussion Paper prepared by the Secretariat for use by the allocated WG.
Agenda Item 8 
Review of Rules for Member Body Endorsement of ExCBs & ExTLs

Members discussed a clarification of requirements for Member Body endorsement of ExCBs and ExTLs located and operating in other countries and recommended that IECEx 02 Ed 5, Clauses 11.1 and 11.2 be revised to reflect the agreements that (1) we do NOT need to involve the ‘home’ country Member Body in the consideration of an application from an ExCB from the home country for establishment in another country, and (2) we need the flexibility to accept ExTL applications from laboratories located in non-IECEx member countries.

Recommendation #6 to ExMC

That the ExMC approve the revised Clauses 11.1 and 11.2 of IECEx 02.
Agenda Item 9 
Acceptance of Manufacturer Data and ‘un-witnessed’ Testing Results

Members were updated on the summary of responses received to date from Member Bodies on a second survey on this issue (provided as Document noted : WG1_1306_QV2) as an input to considerations on accepting Manufacturer Date with a view to prepare a report to the IECEx ExMC in Fortaleza in September 2013 – refer ExMC/819A/RM ExMC Meeting Minutes Item 8.4 and Action Item.

Members noted that a significant number of Member Bodies did not respond and the Secretariat accepted an Action to seek additional responses from other Member Bodies that did not participate to date.
Recommendation #7 to ExMC

That the ExMC accept the report and take a Decision on the acceptance of Manufacturer Data and ‘un-witnessed’ testing results.
Agenda Item 10 
Evaluation of IECEx Equipment containing components

Members considered a proposal from Germany for wording in IECEx 02 provided as Document considered: WG1_1306_PropDE 
This matter was covered during consideration of Item 5.1.1 earlier in this meeting.

Agenda Item 11 
Implementation of ISO/IEC 17065

Members were updated on a transition period and plan for ISO/IEC 17065:2012 and noted that during the ILAC and IAF General Assemblies 2012 it was agreed that the transition period for ISO/IEC 17065:2012 would be three years from the date of publication (15 September 2012).
Recommendation #8 to ExMC

That the ExMC take a decision to support a three year transition period noting the potential for complications arising from the 5 year re-assessment period. 

Agenda Item 12 
Inquiry of Term ‘Recognizing ExCB’ Category 

Members considered a suggestion from Germany for a ‘recognizing ExCB’ category and recommended that it be rejected.
The Secretary accepted an Action to work with the Executive to write to the Japanese member body to express WG1 concerns and to enquire on progress of the TIIS application.
Recommendation #9 to ExMC

That the ExMC support the WG1 view that the suggestion from Germany be rejected.

Agenda Item 13 
ExCB and ExTL Re-assessment frequency

Members considered a Discussion Paper (provided as Document for consideration: WG1_1306_DiscPaper01) as preparation for a discussion on the issues related to a review of ExCB and ExTL Re-assessment frequency 

WG1 recommends that the ExMC accepts a proposal to revise IECEx 02 and OD 003 to accommodate interim surveillance assessments.

Recommendation #10 to ExMC
That the ExMC endorses the proposal to revise IECEx 02 and OD 003 to accommodate interim surveillance assessments. 

Agenda Item 14 
Proposal from AU regarding ‘Applicant’ on IECEx CoCs

1 Members recommended that the proposal submitted by the Australian Member Body be accepted.
Recommendation #11 to ExMC

That the ExMC endorse the WG1 view that the AU Member Body proposal be accepted.

Consideration of the above also included discussion on the proposal from US (provided as Document for consideration: WG1_1306_PropExTAGWG1). WG1 agreed to reject this US proposal on the basis that there may be different manufacturers, 1 for design and others that produce the product.
Recommendation #12 to ExMC

That the ExMC endorse the WG1 view that the US proposal be rejected.

Agenda Item 15 
Consideration of any additional work for WG1 for the immediate future.  

Members did not suggest or discuss any additional work items for WG1.

Agenda Item 16 
Other Business

1.1. Signatures on Certificates on the IECEx On-Line Website 


Members noted the regular receipt of enquiries regarding the absence of signatures on On-line Certificates and approved the use of a standard response (provided as Document for approval: WG1_1306_PropSec01) by the Secretariat)

The proposed and approved standard response is as follows:

The role of the IECEx On-Line Certificate System on the IECEx Official Website is to provide a controlled and publicly available Master version of IECEx Certificates.  

Using the website version as the current and Master version provides industry with a tool to combat fake certificates.  This way there is no doubt - if the certificate is not available on the system it does not exist.

When reading an IECEx Certificate you will note the “Status” field in upper left of page 1 of every certificate - if the Status is listed as “Current” the certificate is valid and current.

Further, clicking your mouse on the red text “important information” in the top right the screen displaying an On-line certificate provides a statement regarding signatures on the certificate.

If you have printed a ‘hard copy” or hold a “pdf” format electronic copy of the website Master version, you are in possession of what we call an uncontrolled copy. As the content of this may have changed or been superseded you should consult the IECEx On-Line Certificate System to confirm that it is still current and valid.

When reading a printed “hard copy” certificate you will see that space for a signature and date has been added to the certificate near the bottom of page 1 to accommodate the situation where there is a need to have the Certification Body sign the copy to prove it is a legitimate copy - this field only appears when printing a certificate or creating a pdf format copy.
Recommendation #13 to ExMC

That the ExMC approve the use of the standard response text.

1.2. Proposal from IECEx Secretariat for revised IECEx Document Numbering System

Members noted and accepted a proposed new numbering system (provided as Document noted: WG1_1306_PropSec02) for IECEx Rules, Guides and Operational Documents that be applied to new issues and revisions to enable easier access and logical allocation of new document identifiers.

The basic structure (expanded upon in WG1_1306_PropSec02 with examples) of the numbering system is as follows:

· IECEx 100 series = documents general to all IECEx Schemes

· IECEx 200 series = documents about the Equipment Scheme

· IECEx 300 series = documents about the Service Facility Scheme

· IECEx 400 series = spare at this stage
· IECEx 500 series = documents about the Personnel Competency Scheme

Recommendation #14 to ExMC

That the ExMC approve the use of the proposed new numbering system.

Agenda Item 17
Next meeting

To be held in conjunction with other meetings such as ExPCC / Exec / MarkCo and to be determined during the Executive meeting later this week.  

[Secretariat NOTE: Arising from the IECEx Executive meeting, the next meeting of WG1 is scheduled for mid May 2014 in Dubai hosted by ESMA]

Agenda Item 18 
CLOSE

The meeting concluded at 2.40pm with the Convener thanking members for the attendance and participation and the hosting by SGS Baseefa.
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           ANNEX 2 to IECEx BAS 00.0000                Issue No. 0		                Date: 0000/00/00









This Annex does not form an integral part of the IECEx Certificate, but is issued along with the certificate, solely on the authority of SGS Baseefa Limited, to provide additional information relevant to the certified equipment but which is outside the scope of the IECEx Equipment Certification Scheme.





[Note:  This annex can be used, for example, to include information relevant to EN standards used to confirm acceptability of the equipment in respect of non-electrical ignition risks.  Only information for which SGS Baseefa can accept responsibility should be included.]
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